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Building Blocks of Storytelling
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• Character Development: Characters are the heart of any story, and developing 
them is essential to creating a compelling narrative. Strong characters have 
depth and complexity, and readers should be able to identify with or care about 
them in some way. Character development involves creating characters with 
backstories, motivations, and flaws that drive their actions and make them feel 
like real people.

• Plot: The plot is the sequence of events that make up a story. It's the backbone 
of any narrative, and a good plot keeps readers engaged and interested. A 
strong plot has a clear beginning, middle, and end, and includes conflict, 
tension, and resolution. It also involves the choices and actions of the 
characters and how they impact the story.



More
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• Setting: The setting is the time and place in which a story takes place. It's the 

environment in which the characters exist and can greatly influence the story. A 

well-developed setting creates a vivid, immersive world that readers can 

imagine themselves in. It also includes the details of the physical, emotional, 

and cultural surroundings of the story.

• Dialogue: Dialogue is the spoken or written conversation between characters in 

a story. It's an essential tool for revealing character traits, motivations, and 

relationships. Good dialogue is natural-sounding, realistic, and advances the 

plot or reveals character in some way. It also includes the use of subtext, or 

what is left unsaid, to create tension and conflict.



Character Development Tips
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• Give your characters a backstory: By creating a backstory for your characters, you can 

give them depth and complexity. Readers will be more invested in characters who

have a history and a reason for their actions and beliefs.

• Create flaws and vulnerabilities: Perfect characters are not relatable, so it's important 

to give your characters flaws and vulnerabilities. This makes them more human and 

allows readers to connect with them on a deeper level.

• Make characters relatable: Characters should be relatable to readers in some way. 

This can be achieved by giving them traits, goals, or experiences that readers can 

identify with.



~Continued~
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• Show character growth: Characters should evolve and change throughout the story. 

This growth can come from overcoming challenges, learning from mistakes, or 

discovering new things about themselves or the world around them.

• Create likable traits: While flaws and vulnerabilities are important, it's also essential to 

give characters likable traits. These can be qualities like kindness, loyalty, or humor, 

that endear them to readers.

• Give characters agency: Characters should be active participants in the story, making 

choices and taking actions that drive the plot forward. This gives them agency and 

makes readers invested in their journey.



Plot
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• Give your characters a backstory: By creating a backstory for your characters, you can 

give them depth and complexity. Readers will be more invested in characters who

have a history and a reason for their actions and beliefs.

• Create flaws and vulnerabilities: Perfect characters are not relatable, so it's important 

to give your characters flaws and vulnerabilities. This makes them more human and 

allows readers to connect with them on a deeper level.

• Make characters relatable: Characters should be relatable to readers in some way. 

This can be achieved by giving them traits, goals, or experiences that readers can 

identify with.



More about the Plot
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• Show character growth: Characters should evolve and change throughout the story. 

This growth can come from overcoming challenges, learning from mistakes, or 

discovering new things about themselves or the world around them.

• Create likable traits: While flaws and vulnerabilities are important, it's also essential to 

give characters likable traits. These can be qualities like kindness, loyalty, or humor, 

that endear them to readers.

• Give characters agency: Characters should be active participants in the story, making 

choices and taking actions that drive the plot forward. This gives them agency and 

makes readers invested in their journey.



Setting

The setting is the time and 

place in which a story takes 

place.

It can greatly influence the 

story and the characters 

within it.

A well-developed setting 

creates a vivid, immersive 

world that readers can 

imagine themselves in.

The setting includes details 

about the physical, 

emotional, and cultural 

surroundings of the story.

It can be a real or fictional 

location..
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More

Setting can create 
atmosphere and tone 

in a story.

It can be used to 
symbolize themes or 
ideas within the story.

It can affect the 
characters' behavior, 
attitudes, and beliefs.

Setting can also be 
used to create conflict 
or tension in a story.

A strong sense of 
setting can make a 

story feel more 
authentic and 

believable.
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Dialogue

Dialogue is the 
spoken or written 

conversation between 
characters in a story.

It reveals character 
traits, motivations, and 

relationships.

Good dialogue should 
sound natural and 

realistic.

Dialogue should 
advance the plot or 
reveal character in 

some way.

Subtext, or what is left 
unsaid, can add depth 
and create tension in 

dialogue.
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Dialogue

Use dialogue to show character personality, quirks, and 
idiosyncrasies.

Use dialogue tags (e.g., "he said," "she asked") sparingly and only 
when necessary to avoid distraction.

Vary sentence structure and dialogue tags to keep dialogue 
interesting.

Avoid using dialogue to dump information or backstory. Instead, 
reveal information through action or conflict.
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More About Dialogue

Use contractions and 
informal language to 

create a 
conversational tone.

Avoid excessive or 
unnecessary profanity 
or offensive language 

that may turn off 
readers.

Read dialogue out 
loud to test its 

naturalness and flow.

Remember that 
dialogue should add 

value to the story and 
move it forward.
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Summary

Character development, 
plot, setting, and 

dialogue are the building 
blocks of storytelling.

Each element is crucial 
for creating a compelling 

and engaging story.

Developing well-rounded 
characters with 

strengths, weaknesses, 
goals, and desires is 

essential.

A strong plot with 
tension, conflict, and 
resolution moves the 

story forward.

Setting provides the 
environment and context 

for the story and can 
create atmosphere and 

tone.

Dialogue reveals 
character traits, 
motivations, and 

relationships.

Mastering these 
elements can lead to a 

story that resonates with 
readers and leaves a 

lasting impact.
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