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[image: Hershey Anti BSL Group - EIGHTEEN YEARS TODAY of legislated profiling and  discrimination! EIGHTEEN YEARS of a Breed Ban that 43 out of 44 expert  organizations testified AGAINST. EIGHTEEN YEARS of protests] IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
[image: ]Prior to implementation of BSL in Ontario, 44 professional groups were selected to testify at the public consultation process. 43 out of 44 professional experts testified against the ban.
[image: ]Reverse onus is in the law. This means you are automatically guilty until you prove innocence - a clear violation of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
[image: ]It is very difficult, if not impossible to determine a dog’s breed without proper documents. Therefore, BSL can and does target a multitude of innocent dogs based solely on perceived breed.
[image: ][image: ]BSL does not take into consideration how responsible a dog owner is, or how well socialized, behaved, or trained their dog may be.
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?
[image: ][image: ]Visit www.SupportHersheysBill.com and send your letter of support to your MPP. Let them know you do not personally support BSL.
Educate yourself and your family! Visit the links provided and widely share accurate information, studies, and facts to friends and loved ones.
[image: ][image: ]Have an open mind: not everything you hears in the media is based on fact!
[image: Hershey logo black circle small]Participate in rallies/protests. Bring your co-workers, friends and family.
[image: ]Remember you can make a difference and save an innocent dog’s life! Be their voice!

SAMPLE OF ORGANIZATIONS AGAINST BSL









[image: Pitbull Support End BSL Breed Specific Legislation Poster For Sale By  Ryanvelez Redbubble | laboratoriomaradona.com.ar]Animal Behaviour Consultants
American Dog Owners Association
American Veterinary Medical Association
Animal Farm Foundation
Animal Alliance of Canada
Animal Justice
Association Of Animal Shelter Administrators of Ontario
Barrie Kennel & Obedience Club
Best Friends Animal Society
Brantford & District Kennel & Obedience Club
Canadian Association of Professional Pet Dog Trainers
Canadian Dog Judges Association
Canadian Federation of Humane Societies
Canadian Kennel Club (CKC)
Canadian Veterinary Medical Association
City of Ottawa
[image: Hershey Anti BSL Group]City of Hamilton
Dog Tales Sanctuary
Dog Legislation Council of Canada
Don Cherry Foundation
Gemini K9 Obedience Inc.
Georgina Kennel And Obedience Club
Grey-Bruce Veterinary Association
Humane Society of Canada
Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society
Limestone Valley Animal Hospital
Mindful Dog Company – Behavior and Rehabilitation Centre
National Canine Research Council
National Companion Animal Coalition
Ontario Coalition Against BSL
Ontario Veterinary Medical Association (OVMA)
Ontario “Pit Bull” COOP – Bickell Family Foundation
Ottawa Citizens Against Breed Specific Legislation/BSL
Ottawa Humane Society
Ottawa Kennel Club
Responsible Dog Owners of Canada
Rottweiler Club Of Canada
Save Ontario’s “Pit Bull”
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Canada
Stormont Dundas and Glengarry Dog Association
Toronto Humane Society
United Kennel Club
United Paws
[image: Paige Halligan (@misshalligann) / X]Support Hershey’s Bill

WHAT IS BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION?
[image: ]Breed Specific Legislation, or BSL, is commonly referred to in Ontario as the “pit bull” ban, and is a law that targets a dog based on their appearance, not their behavior or actions.
[image: ]Ontario’s BSL prohibits the ownership of American Pit Bull Terriers, American Staffordshire Terriers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers, and any dog born after November 2005 that is “substantially similar”.
[image: ]Any dogs born after November 2005 deemed to be “pit bull” type can be automatically seized (with or without a warrant) and either destroyed or sent to an animal research facility. Since 2005 thousands of mixed mutts and many litters of puppies have been unjustly killed.
WHAT IS A “PIT BULL”?
The term "pit bull" has become an umbrella term used to describe dogs with similar physical characteristics to the three registered banned breeds – namely large square head, a muscular build, and a short coat.
DID YOU KNOW?
Despite what people are led to believe….
There is no such breed as a “pit bull”. The only accurate use of the term “pit bull” is to abbreviate an American Pit Bull Terrier (similar to the abbreviations for Labs or Spaniels)

HISTORY OF HERSHEY’S BILL
Hershey’s Bill (Bill 60), originally presented by former MPP Cheri DiNovo on May 10, 2010, was named in honor of Hershey - a gentle “pit bull” type dog who was used as a breeding dog in a puppy mill. Hershey was rescued by a shelter where she was adopted by her angel, Jennifer. Jennifer socialized, trained, and showered Hershey with love and affection.
Hershey went on to become a Certified St. John’s Ambulance Therapy Dog. Hershey was very attached to the seniors she would visit, as were they to Hershey. In 2005, Hershey was presented with an award from the Toronto Humane Society for her outstanding therapy work with seniors.
Later that same year, Ontario’s BSL forced Hershey into retirement, and she could no longer work as a therapy dog. Under the new law, Hershey was now considered as a “dangerous” and “unpredictable” dog.
[image: ]Hershey’s Bill honors Hershey - the “pit bull” who changed the hearts and minds of those who were fortunate enough to know her.
Hershey
To date there have been seven private members bills tabled at Queens Park to repeal the breed specific portions of the Dog Owners’ Liability Act (DOLA). The most recent bill, Bill 147, was tabled by former MPP Rick Nicholls and MPP David Piccini on November 18, 2019. The Bill was killed during the COVID-19 pandemic.

WHY BSL DOES NOT WORK
[image: ]Does not deal with irresponsible owners
[image: ]Very loosely written law that is difficult to enforce - putting many purebred and mixed breed innocent family dogs at risk
[image: ]BSL is based on appearance - not behavior – resulting in many dogs who pose a threat to public safety to be ignored if they don’t fit the physical characteristics of a “pit bull”
[image: ]In most jurisdictions, dogs can be seized from good homes and euthanized without question or warrant
[image: ]Aggression is NOT BREED SPECIFIC – there is nothing in the genetic sequence of the brain of a dog that determines aggression levels
[image: ]There is no jurisdiction worldwide that has successfully reduced dog bites by implementing BSL
[image: ]BSL does not educate children or the general public on how to safely interact with dogs
[image: ][image: ]Costly to taxpayers and a waste of court time
Does not prevent irresponsible dog ownership

[image: ]

REAL LIFE “PIT BULL” HEROS
[image: ]Sgt. Stubby, a “pit bull” type dog who served alongside his master during WWI, had an animated movie made about him in 2018
[image: ]“Petey” from the Little Rascals was an American Pit Bull Terrier mix
[image: ]Helen Keller’s therapy dog was an American Pit Bull Terrier
[image: ]K9-Hansel was rescued from a dog fighting ring in Chatham, Ontario and in 2020 was awarded for his heroic work as the first arson detection Pit Bull in the USA

RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERS' PHILOSOPHY
[image: ]My dog is my beloved companion, not my accessory or possession
[image: ]My dog is vaccinated and receives regular veterinary care
[image: ]My dog is fed a canine diet appropriate to his size, breed, energy, and activity level
[image: ][image: ]My dog has been well socialized from puppyhood to a wide variety of people, objects, and situations
[image: ]My dog is trained with positive reinforcement and is under my constant control
[image: ]My dog and I receive practical guidance in training from professionals
[image: ]My dog does not run at large
[image: ]I exercise my dog as much as his nature breed, age, and energy levels requires
[image: ]My dog is never isolated by tethering or excessive kenneling
[image: ]My dog is never left unsupervised with small children or small animals
[image: ]My dog is registered and responsibly owned according to provincial and municipal requirements
CHANGES TO THE ARA
Have you been a target of Animal Control claiming you own a “pit bull”? Changes to the Animals for Research Act in 2021 now protect you and your dog:
· FIRMLY STATE your dog is NOT a “pit bull” as described under DOLA,
· Have your vet paperwork in order to prove your dogs breed as determined by a vet, &
· Your dog can NO LONGER be confiscated under the accusation of being a “pit bull” – they remain in their home.
Supporthersheysbill.com
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