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u Documentation must distinguish between acute and chronic or 
acute on chronic

u Exacerbation or decompensation equates to ‘acute on 
chronic’

u Document type: Systolic, diastolic or combined systolic and 
diastolic Or…

u Heart failure with reduced ejection fraction (HFrEF) = systolic 

u Heart failure with preserved ejection fraction (HFpEF) = 
diastolic 

u Distinguish between fluid overload and true exacerbation!

 To pass an audit for “acute” the documentation in the 
record must paint a picture similar to the patient illustrated 
on the left. 

CDI- Tip of Week
Acute/Chronic Congestive Heart 
Failure
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