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1. Statement of Teaching Philosophy 
 

 The core of my teaching philosophy is that I might learn as much from my students as they 

might from me. 

Until quite recently, I was so shy that the idea of doing a presentation or even simply saying 

my name in class was overwhelming. At one point in my undergraduate career, rather than discuss 

my problem with my professors I simply stopped attending and failed classes. What this did to my 

already tottering confidence was palpable and it cemented in me a real need to build my students’ 

confidence. My courses begin with a discussion of shyness. I talk about various techniques I’ve 

found useful, and I make it clear that I accept my student’s limits. I try “to know [their] names” 

and I measure participation by whether they appear engaged rather than contribute. I value “class 

discussion and [want my students to feel] as though [they have] benefited from the knowledge of 

[their] peers.” 

The philosopher Charles Taylor wrote that “misrecognition can be a form of oppression, 

imprisoning someone in a false distorted reduced mode of being. Beyond simple lack of respect, 

it can inflict a grievous wound, saddling people with crippling self-hatred. Due recognition is not 

just a courtesy, but a vital human need.” Is there anything more important for an educator than 

helping a student gain the confidence to think for themselves? Than helping the student develop 

an assertive, rigorous, and discerning voice, and means of critical thinking? Or than evaluating 

dogma, challenging illegitimate forms of authority? These are the primary aims of educators, 

regardless of topic or field.  

The bulk of my teaching has been in the visual arts (The National Theatre School of 

Canada, Concordia University, private teaching) although I have assisted teaching philosophy of 

language classes (Université de Montréal) and was the sole instructor in an Introduction to Ethics 

class at McGill (summer 2022). What is strikingly different about visual arts courses, is how 

immediately diverse viewpoints are expressed. Typically, presenting assignments and receiving 

critiques occur simultaneously, with student and teacher able to discuss differences as they develop 

from sketch to finished work. I find this sketching-out idea freeing for students.  

I enjoy teaching and I am aware that I have a creative teaching style because of my comfort 

with imagery. Often concepts can be visualized with graphs, or sketches, and this visual approach 

can be very helpful. Most people haven't taken art since elementary school and the usefulness and 

immediacy of visual tools are long ago memories. I have found the visual to be an excellent tool 
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for teaching abstract concepts. As one student states in the evaluation: “this class worked well for 

me because I’m the kind of student that likes visual aids, in–class discussions, and short readings.” 

For introductory courses, I also find it best to lecture for short periods. I like to analyse short 

segments of text and enjoy having students select words, phrases, and paragraphs for class 

discussion. Introductory classes are about learning how to outline and write clear and effective 

essays. 

For intermediate students, I would work in a similar way as it takes time to learn to write 

clearly. The main difference between the introductory and intermediate level is the assumption 

that many of the initial concepts are part of a student’s conceptual toolbox. To some extent, I have 

found that the more philosophy one does, the more it becomes important to focus on less. We need 

the overview to know what details to pursue. 

2. Courses Taught (full responsibility for course design and execution)  
 
Contemporary Moral Issues PHIL-237 McGill University 
Introductory Course in Ethics Summer 2022 Enrollment: 44 

 

3. Courses (Teaching Assistant with responsibility for recapping 3/3-hour classes)  
 
Intro to Philosophy of Language PHIL-1710 Université de Montréal 
Introductory Course in Language Fall 2014 Enrollment: 89 

 
Intro to Philosophy of Language PHIL-1710 Université de Montréal 
Introductory Course in Language Fall 2015 Enrollment: 93 

 

4. Other Teaching experience  
 
Painting for the Theatre  Concordia University 
Course in Painting Scenery & Backdrops Winter 1999 Enrollment: 16 

 
Painting for the Theatre  The National Theatre School 

of Canada 
Course in Painting Scenery & Backdrops Fall 1985 to 

Winter 1989 
Enrollment: 8 per session 

 
Private Instruction in Painting, Drawing, Perspective 
 
5. Course syllabus included in this Teaching Dossier  
Introductory undergraduate courses:  
1. Contemporary Moral Issues 
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6. Courses (syllabi available upon request)  
Introductory undergraduate courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Philosophy of Language & Linguistics 
2. Introduction to Epistemology 
3. Empiricism and Rationalism 
4 .Introduction to Philosophy of Biology 
5. Introduction to Karl Marx 
6. Aesthetics and Philosophy of Art 
7. Existentialism 
8. Introduction to Noam Chomsky 
9. Introduction to Philosophy 
10. Philosophy of Science Fiction 
 
7. Intermediate undergraduate courses  
 
1. Søren Kierkegaard  
2. Aesthetics and Philosophy of Art 
3. Intermediate Karl Marx 
4. Philosophy of Language & Linguistics 
5. Internalist Semantics 
 
8. Student Evaluations  
 
Selected Student Comments:  
 
“I honestly love this class. The teacher is welcoming and makes the students comfortable stating 
their opinions. The material is extremely interesting.”  
 
“Professor Tondino is easily one of my favourite lecturers from my time at McGill. Never have I 
been so engaged with course material that I have looked forward to exploring my reflections on 
different topics. I have enjoyed the course extensively, and highly recommend it to anyone who 
is interested in exploring thoughts regarding morality.”  
 
“Extremely engaging content and even more engaging Professor.”  
 
“Personally, for myself and my learning style, this was a good course for me. I’m a visual, 
hands–on learner, so I was able to get a solid grasp of different philosophical concepts 1) through 
the diversity of materials (i.e.. videos, podcasts, articles) and 2) through in–class discussions. I 
had difficulty with this course the first time I tried to complete it, and I'm having an easier time 
the second go around.”  
 
“Super engaging, very accommodating. One of the better profs I’ve had at McGill. Genuinely 
values each student and actually teaching relevant topics over just exams and grades. I actually 
left class every day feeling so enriched and came back every day excited to learn.” 
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Phil 237-001: Contemporary Moral Issues 
Summer 2022, McGill University 

SYLLABUS 
Instructor: Tristan Tondino  
Contact: tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca 
Lecture time:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 01:35 pm-03:55 pm 
Dates:   June 6-July 6, 2022  
Location:  Leacock 15 (This course will be taught in person) 
Office hours:  Monday 12:15 pm-1:15pm 
 
Course Description: 

In this course, we will begin by considering moral questions from a subjective perspective. More than any other 
philosophical topic, ethics is about you, and it is about your relationship with all that is around you. It is 
uncontroversial therefore to claim that some aspect of ethics is social or environmental or cultural, and some 
aspect is individual, perhaps universal, part of your human nature. 

For reasons to be discussed in depth, this course also analyzes ethics as language. For example, we will consider 
the concept PERSON. How does the concept PERSON relate to certain contemporary moral issues? We will look 
at disagreements regarding the meaning of words such as ‘lying’ or ‘duty’ to understand how so-called hot button 
contemporary moral issues arise and evolve. 

The primary goal of our course is for us to evaluate our reactions to moral issues. Because certain issues can be 
upsetting, I intend to conduct regular polls so we can begin to discuss these issues without excessive self-
censorship. However, I expect us all to make a commitment to expressing our views in a reasonable manner while 
respecting our differences. From my moral and psychological perspective, anyway, feeling and expressing 
disappointment and sadness about the state of the world is healthier than expressing anger. Blaming others for 
their beliefs is an unsuccessful strategy. Rather we should strive to make a better world through community. 

An important goal in philosophy is to think carefully, critically, and empathetically about ethical issues. Because 
language will be a central aspect of the course, another of our goals is to work on our abilities as writers and 
speakers. Note, if time permits, we will have guest presentations. 
 

Timetable for Grading – Essays longer than requested will lose 50% -- Submit your papers on time! 

 

MyCourses  

There is no textbook, and all of our readings and other materials are available online. The links to readings will 
be available on MyCourses and on this syllabus. Essay submissions will be done directly via email or uploaded 
to MySpace. Any short questions can be sent via email, however, consider office hours (Monday 12:15 pm-
1:15pm) best for discussions. 

Item: Date due: Value: Notes: 
Participation: Please attend all 

classes 
10% You are encouraged to participate but be kind and respectful. We will 

discuss shyness on the first day. Participate in the daily polls.  
Essay 1: June 20th, 2022 20% Not more than 2 pages/ double spaced - Essay submissions will be via 

email to tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca or uploaded on MyCourses 
Essay 2: June 27th, 2022 30% Not more than 2 pages/ double spaced - Essay submissions will be via 

email to tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca  or uploaded on  MyCourses 
Final paper: July 6th, 2022 40% Not more than 5 pages/ double spaced - Essay submission will be via 

email to tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca  or uploaded on  MyCourses 

mailto:tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca


2 | P a g e  
 

 

Course content (topics and readings may change as we proceed): 

Date: General topic: Readings: Extra research: To think about: Discussions: 
Mon. 
6th (1) 

Introduction: 
What is 
Philosophy? 
Main branches; 
Sub-branches; 
Science & Ethics. 

Syllabus 
“Interview: Amia Srinivasan” (Watch until 4:18) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSMNf6y80d
4 

“Interview: Amia 
Srinivasan” 
Watch all 
(20:07) 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=wSMNf6y80d4 

Be respectful 
please. Content 
warnings. 

On Shyness. 
Why you are 
all moral 
philosophers. 

Tues. 
7th (2) 

Meanings. 
Are we free? 
Trolley Problems. 
Abortion. 
Mixing board 
analogy. 

SEP “Chapter 6. Determinism and Human 
Action” (Total Read Time: (TRT): 2:40)  
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/determinism-
causal/#DetHumAct 
 
“Would you sacrifice one person to save five?” – 
by Eleanor Nelsen (TRT:  4:56) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yg16u_bzjPE 
 
Lessons From the Trolley Problem by 
John Perry (TRT:   3:12) 
https://www.philosophytalk.org/blog/lessons-
trolley-problem 
 
SEP Browse some of the documents on kinds of 
philosophy (lookup your area of interest) (Time: 
TBD by you) 
https://plato.stanford.edu/search/search?query=phi
losophy 
 

Philosophy Entry 
in Wikipedia 
(TRT) 30:15) 
https://en.wikipe
dia.org/wiki/Phil
osophy  
 

Are there any 
moral agents? 
Mysterianism: 
the view that 
our 
understanding 
of the world is 
limited. 

Metaethics – it 
can’t be 
avoided; Free 
will & 
determinism. 
Psychology & 
psychiatry. 

Wed. 
8th (3) 

Naturalism;  
Bias. 
Conservatism and 
Liberalism; The 
Trolley Problem 
and your Brain 

“The Problem of Abortion and the Doctrine of the 
Double Effect” by Phillipa Foot 
https://www2.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ362/hal
lam/Readings/FootDoubleEffect.pdf 
 
“The Culture Inside” 
 Invisibilia podcast (Listen: 56:00) 
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/09/532953261/the-
culture-inside 
 

“Can Science 
Tell Us Right 
from Wrong?” 
by Steven Pinker  
(TRIGGER 
WARNING 
upsetting 
examples) 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=_sJ9YFGP8vw 
(Watch: 10:56) 

Bias in general. Today’s 
discussion: 
Abortion. 
 

Thurs. 
9th (4) 

Pluralism; 
Absolutism;  
Relativism; 
Deontology 
(Kantianism); 
Virtue ethics; 
Consequentialism. 
 

“Ethics Unwrapped” Glossary with videos – 
(Watch as many as you’d like Time: TBD by 
you): 
https://ethicsunwrapped.utexas.edu/glossary 
 
SEP “Feminist Perspectives on Reproduction and 
the Family” by Debra Satz, 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-family/ 
(TRT:  45:00) 

 We can’t avoid 
doing some 
metaethics. 
Ethics in 
analytic 
philosophy was 
metaethics until 
the late 60’s. 

Today’s 
discussion: 
Reproductive 
rights. 
Consent 
versus 
Heroism 

Mon. 
13th (5) 

Language, ethics, 
and metaethics.  
Concepts; 
Meanings; 
Slippery Slopes 

Wikipedia entry “Euthanasia and the Slippery 
Slope” (TRT:  0:00) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euthanasia_and_the_
slippery_slope  
 

Killing, Letting 
Die and the 
trolley Problem 
by J. Jarvis 
Thompson 
(TRT:  122:40): 

Environment 
versus Nature; 
Personhood; 
Heroism. 

Today’s 
discussion: 
Euthanasia 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSMNf6y80d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSMNf6y80d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSMNf6y80d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSMNf6y80d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSMNf6y80d4
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/determinism-causal/#DetHumAct
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/determinism-causal/#DetHumAct
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yg16u_bzjPE
https://www.philosophytalk.org/blog/lessons-trolley-problem
https://www.philosophytalk.org/blog/lessons-trolley-problem
https://plato.stanford.edu/search/search?query=philosophy
https://plato.stanford.edu/search/search?query=philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://www2.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ362/hallam/Readings/FootDoubleEffect.pdf
https://www2.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ362/hallam/Readings/FootDoubleEffect.pdf
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/09/532953261/the-culture-inside%20(Listen:%2056%20minutes)
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/09/532953261/the-culture-inside%20(Listen:%2056%20minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sJ9YFGP8vw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sJ9YFGP8vw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sJ9YFGP8vw
https://ethicsunwrapped.utexas.edu/glossary
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-family/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euthanasia_and_the_slippery_slope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euthanasia_and_the_slippery_slope
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(fallacy versus 
argument). 

“Killing and Letting Die” by James Rachels 
(TRT: 11:00) 
http://www.jamesrachels.org/killing.pdf  
 
“Killing and Letting Die: Rachels on Euthanasia” 
by Brendan Shea (TRT:  12:00) 
https://www.academia.edu/17314545/Killing_and
_Letting_Die_Rachels_On_Euthanasia 
 
Browse: 
Government of Canada MAID 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-
canada/services/medical-assistance-dying.html 

https://learning.h
ccs.edu/faculty/d
avid.poston/phil1
301.80361/readin
gs-for-march-
31/JJ%20Thoms
on%20-
%20Killing-
%20Letting%20
Die-
%20and%20the
%20Trolley%20
Problem.pdf 

Tues. 
14th (6) 

What is virtue? 
Language and 
morality;  
Moral rationalism. 
 

Meno by Plato (read diagonally and/or find a 
summary of the arguments on YouTube or 
elsewhere) (TRT: 10:00/Watch 10:00) 
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/meno.html 
 
“Why Do You Care About Fairness? Ask A 
Chimp” by Alison Bruzek (Warning: Little 
creatures in cages. Watch 2:43) 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
shots/2014/09/18/349514734/life-s-unfair-but-
chimps-and-humans-know-when-to-even-the-
score   
 
“Every Argument Against Veganism” by Ed 
Winters 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byTxzzztRB
U (Warning: some rough wording. Watch: 
19:29) 

“Fellow 
Creatures” by 
Christine 
Korsgaard 
(Watch: 57:50) 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=Bn3-qffqiAc 
 

Can our 
feelings of 
compassion 
stop us from 
improving the 
world? 

Moral Status 
of Non-human 
Animals’ 
Indirect 
Duties; 
Being as an 
end in herself 

Wed. 
15th (7) 

Are animal rights 
the answer? 

“The Moral Status of Animals” by Lori Gruen 
(TRT: 35:00) 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-animal/ 
 
“The Case Against Animal Rights” by David 
E.Os (TRT:  20:15) 
https://www.academia.edu/54897599/The_Case_
Against_Animal_Rights 

“The Case for 
Animal Rights” 
by Tom Regan 
(TRT: 30:00) 
http://www.anim
al-rights-
library.com/texts
-m/regan03.htm 

Do animals 
have rights? 

Animal Rights 

Thurs. 
16th (8) 

Review 
Personhood & 
moral issues 
Essay 1: Topic 
Assigned 

SEP Aristotle’s Ethics (TRT: 35:00) 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle-ethics/ 

Nicomachean 
Ethics: Aristotle 
Book 2 (TRT:  
30:00) 
http://classics.mit
.edu/Aristotle/nic
omachaen.2.ii.ht
ml 
 

Character traits. 
Good habits. Is 
the mean 
between 
extremes 
enough? 

Review of 
your notes. 
Reflections 
and concerns.  
 

Mon. 
20th (9) 

Essay due:   
Equal Rights 
Gender 
Minority Rights 
What are rights? 

SEP Read ONLY: CH 1,2,6,7 Rights: (TRT:  
50:00) 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/ 
 

SEP Read the 
ENTIRE article 
on Rights: 
(TRT:  75:00) 
https://plato.stanf
ord.edu/entries/ri
ghts/ 

Are rights more 
trouble than 
they’re worth? 
Do rights create 
conflict or 
resolve 
conflict? 

Conflicting 
rights; 
Affirmative 
action; The 
Property 
rights 
problem;  
Group rights.  

Tues. 
21st 
(10) 

Aristotle’s Mean; 
Wealth,  

“The Cost of Inequality” by Joseph Stiglitz 
(Watch: 16:11) 

 “The Price of 
Inequality” PDF 

Is private 
property theft? 
Is PROPERTY 

The Price of 
Inequality 

http://www.jamesrachels.org/killing.pdf
https://rctc.academia.edu/BrendanShea?swp=tc-au-17314545
https://rctc.academia.edu/BrendanShea?swp=tc-au-17314545
https://www.academia.edu/17314545/Killing_and_Letting_Die_Rachels_On_Euthanasia
https://www.academia.edu/17314545/Killing_and_Letting_Die_Rachels_On_Euthanasia
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/medical-assistance-dying.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/medical-assistance-dying.html
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
https://learning.hccs.edu/faculty/david.poston/phil1301.80361/readings-for-march-31/JJ%20Thomson%20-%20Killing-%20Letting%20Die-%20and%20the%20Trolley%20Problem.pdf
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/meno.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2014/09/18/349514734/life-s-unfair-but-chimps-and-humans-know-when-to-even-the-score
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2014/09/18/349514734/life-s-unfair-but-chimps-and-humans-know-when-to-even-the-score
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2014/09/18/349514734/life-s-unfair-but-chimps-and-humans-know-when-to-even-the-score
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2014/09/18/349514734/life-s-unfair-but-chimps-and-humans-know-when-to-even-the-score
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byTxzzztRBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byTxzzztRBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bn3-qffqiAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bn3-qffqiAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bn3-qffqiAc
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-animal/
https://www.academia.edu/54897599/The_Case_Against_Animal_Rights
https://www.academia.edu/54897599/The_Case_Against_Animal_Rights
http://www.animal-rights-library.com/texts-m/regan03.htm
http://www.animal-rights-library.com/texts-m/regan03.htm
http://www.animal-rights-library.com/texts-m/regan03.htm
http://www.animal-rights-library.com/texts-m/regan03.htm
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle-ethics/
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.2.ii.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.2.ii.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.2.ii.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.2.ii.html
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/%23CritRigh
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/%23CritRigh
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/
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Property & 
Poverty  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYHT4zJsCd
o 
 
Oxfam: Inequality Kills (Browse: 25:00) 
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstrea
m/handle/10546/621341/bp-inequality-kills-
170122-en.pdf 
 

by Joseph 
Stiglitz 
https://resistir.inf
o/livros/stiglitz_t
he_price_of_ineq
uality.pdf 
 

an innate 
concept? Is the 
right to 
property 
morally 
permissible? 

What can be 
done about 
inequality? 

Wed. 
22nd 
(11) 

Egoism Altruism  
More on the 
virtues;  
Virtue ethics  
Kant (reason) 
Hume (passion & 
sympathy) 
 

“The Moral Obligations Owed to Strangers” by 
Peter Singer (Watch: 19:53) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AkvEAbCC
4w 
 
Please visit (Time TBD by you): 
https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/best-charities/ 
 

 Is there a mean 
between 
extremes when 
children are at 
stake? Are 
things getting 
better or worse? 

Egoism 
Altruism 

Thurs. 
23rd 

(12) 

Essay 1 
Discussion. 
Topic 2 Assigned 

Review your notes  Redistribution 
and moral 
issues 

 

Mon. 
27th 

(13) 

Environmental 
ethics 

“Environmental Ethics” Andrew Brennan and Y. 
S. Lo Norva: 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ethics-
environmental/ 
 

ENGAGE WITH ANY OR ALL OF THE 
FOLLOWING: 

Klein and Sanders “On Climate Change” (Pro-
Social Democracy) (Watch 9:57) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IN1YFLUmc
Ok 
 
“Our Planet: Too Big To Fail” WWF 
(Pro-Capitalism) (Watch 42:58) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IvNqT5aMT
w  
 
“The Uninhabitable Earth” by David Wallace-
Wells (Warning Frightening: TRT: 41:00) 
https://www.cs.ucdavis.edu/~rogaway/classes/188
/materials/The%20Uninhabitable%20Earth.pdf 
 
“Climate Change 2021 The Physical Science 
Basis” (Browse 20:00: note the use of “Likely, 
Very Likely etc. Time TBD by you) 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/re
port/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM_final.pdf 
 
“Neil deGrasse Tyson scolds cherry picking 
climate science”: (Watch 5:28) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1MZ8U8C9
c8 
 

Naomi Klein: 
(Watch: 141:48) 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=krYHHInkf2M 
 
 

What can you 
do to improve 
your world? 

Lying and 
Propaganda 
When is it 
okay to lie? Is 
it ever okay to 
lie? 
What is lying? 
What is 
propaganda? 
What is 
advertising? 
 

Tues. 
28th 

(14) 

Capitalism and 
Socialism 

SEP “Socialism” (TRT: 112:00) 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/socialism/ 
 

“Can civilization 
survive really 
existing 
capitalism?” by 
Noam Chomsky 
(Watch 47:16) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYHT4zJsCdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYHT4zJsCdo
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621341/bp-inequality-kills-170122-en.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621341/bp-inequality-kills-170122-en.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621341/bp-inequality-kills-170122-en.pdf
https://resistir.info/livros/stiglitz_the_price_of_inequality.pdf
https://resistir.info/livros/stiglitz_the_price_of_inequality.pdf
https://resistir.info/livros/stiglitz_the_price_of_inequality.pdf
https://resistir.info/livros/stiglitz_the_price_of_inequality.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AkvEAbCC4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AkvEAbCC4w
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ethics-environmental/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ethics-environmental/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IN1YFLUmcOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IN1YFLUmcOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IvNqT5aMTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IvNqT5aMTw
https://www.cs.ucdavis.edu/%7Erogaway/classes/188/materials/The%20Uninhabitable%20Earth.pdf
https://www.cs.ucdavis.edu/%7Erogaway/classes/188/materials/The%20Uninhabitable%20Earth.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM_final.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM_final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1MZ8U8C9c8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1MZ8U8C9c8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krYHHInkf2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krYHHInkf2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krYHHInkf2M
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/socialism/
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https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=_uuYjUxf6Uk 
 

Wed. 
29th 

(15) 

Maladjustment, 
Civil 
Disobedience, and 
Divestment.  
 

“Fairy Creek: Indigenous-Led Blockade of Old-
Growth Logging Is Now Canada’s Largest Civil 
Disobedience” Democracy Now! (Watch: 14:15) 
https://www.democracynow.org/2021/9/14/fairy_
creek_blockade_bc_canada 
 
“North Dakota Versus Amy Goodman” (Watch: 
2:58) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQnlkFfgQZ
I&t=36s 
 
Steven Pinker with Bill Maher (Watch: 6:54) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t33pow_AK4
E 
 
“Martin Luther King, Jr. on Civil Disobedience” 
(Watch: 5:26) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2-v31yIJyU 
 

https://divestmen
tdatabase.org/wp
-
content/uploads/
2021/10/DivestIn
vestReport2021.
pdf 
 
“Tenured McGill 
Prof resigns over 
university's 
refusal to divest 
from fossil fuels” 
by Franca 
Mignaca 
https://www.cbc.
ca/news/canada/
montreal/mcgill-
university-
professor-
resigns-amid-
refusal-to-divest-
1.5426979 

Can it 
sometimes be 
legal to do what 
is illegal? Can 
it sometimes be 
a moral 
obligation to do 
what is illegal? 

 

Thurs. 
30th 

(16) 

War & Terror  
Essay 2 
Discussion. 
Topic 3 Assigned 
(Final Essay)  

What is Just War? By Michael Walzer (Watch 
45:49) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f4XuOkMC
SA 
 
Just War Response by Noam Chomsky (Watch 
45:20) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6Fj91yPacs 
 

 Practicing non-
violence in a 
world that 
terrorizes. 

 

Mon. 
4th 

(17) 

What should you 
feel? How lucky 
are you? Is 
believing badly, 
okay? 
 
 

“White People Have a Very, Very Serious 
Problem” Toni Morrison on Charlie Rose (Watch 
4:54) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2txzMkT5Pc 
 
 “Egalitarianism” Richard, Arneson (TRT:  
112:00) 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/egalitarianism/ 

“James Baldwin 
vs William F 
Buckley: A 
legendary debate 
from 1965” 
(Watch 58:42 
Warning: 
James Baldwin 
uses the n-
word) 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=5Tek9h3a5wQ 
 

Can we believe 
badly? 

 

Tues. 
5th 

(18) 

Review Review your notes  What have you 
learned? 

 

Wed. 
6th  
(19) 

Final essay due  
 

Summing up 
Sheila  

 What did you 
write about in 
your final 
paper? 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uuYjUxf6Uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uuYjUxf6Uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uuYjUxf6Uk
https://www.democracynow.org/2021/9/14/fairy_creek_blockade_bc_canada
https://www.democracynow.org/2021/9/14/fairy_creek_blockade_bc_canada
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t33pow_AK4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t33pow_AK4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2-v31yIJyU
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://divestmentdatabase.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DivestInvestReport2021.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mcgill-university-professor-resigns-amid-refusal-to-divest-1.5426979
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f4XuOkMCSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f4XuOkMCSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6Fj91yPacs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2txzMkT5Pc
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/egalitarianism/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Tek9h3a5wQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Tek9h3a5wQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Tek9h3a5wQ
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Electronic Devices Policy  
 
Please do not use your phones or surf social media during the course. If you can’t help it sit at the back. 
 
Late-Work Policy  
 
Late work will not be accepted without an excellent reason. This will not change. 
  
Language Policy  
 
“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit 
in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.”  
 
« Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 
soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des 
objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). » 
 
Academic Integrity Policy  
 
“McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism, and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and 
Disciplinary Procedures.” Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures:  
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/. 
 
« L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent à tous 
les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que 
les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures 
disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). » 
 
Policy on Changes of Content 
 
“In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation 
scheme in this course is subject to change.”  
 
Content (readings or online material) may change should the lecturer deem it appropriate or should a link no 
longer be available. 
 
Inclusivity 
 
“As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, if you 
experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the Office for Students 
with Disabilities, 514-398-6009” 
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Q1. Overall, this is an excellent course. 
 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.7 0.5 4.7 N/A 

 
Q1. Overall, this is an excellent course. 

 

Q1. Overall, this is an excellent course. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.7 
Standard Deviation 0.5 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
I honestly love this class. The teacher is welcoming and makes the students comfortable stating their opinions. The material is 
extremely interesting. 
Very interesting 

Professor Tondino is easily one of my favourite lecturers from my time at McGill. Never have I been so engaged with course material 
that I have looked forward to exploring my reflections on different topics. l have enjoyed the course extensively, and highly 
recommend it to anyone who is interested in exploring thoughts regarding morality. 

The content was great, I enjoyed that it covered a lot of topics and adi lot of different angles were used to look at them. 
This was an amazing course and much more than what I expected for an introductory course. I found the lectures to be insightful, 
challenging, and most importantly an environment where I could express myself and take in others' views. 
Personally, for myself and my learning style, this was a good course for me. I'm a visual, hands–on learner, so I was able to get a 
solid grasp of different philosophical concepts 1) through the diversity of materials (ie. videos, podcasts, articles) and 2) through in– 
class discussions. I had difficulty with this course the first time I tried to complete it, and I'm having an easier time the second go 
around. 
Extremely engaging content and even more engaging Professor 

 
Q2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.6 0.5 4.6 N/A 



Q2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 
 

Q2. Overall, I learned a great deal from this course. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.6 
Standard Deviation 0.5 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Q3. Overall, this instructor is an excellent teacher. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.7 0.5 4.7 N/A 

 
Q3. Overall, this instructor is an excellent teacher. 

 

Q3. Overall, this instructor is an excellent teacher. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.7 
Standard Deviation 0.5 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 



Insert comments: 
 

Comments 
Very nice and approachable 
Tristan is a great instructor. He is kind, accommodating, encouraging of discussion and covers material that is very interesting. 
He's a very good teacher, quickly replies to e–mails and make the class a safe space for his students to share their opinions and 
debate 
Professor Tondino was amazing. I loved the fact that he was open to everyone's opinions. "Safe spaces" are killing the intellectual 
potential of universities because students are no longer able to challenge one another and make arguments that go against the 
public mainstream. Professor Tondino did an amazing job of letting everyone speak and give their arguments. He also did a good 
job of advertising when triggering content was about to be played for the people in the class who are more sensitive. 
Usually, I'm unable to grasp the core meaning of fundamental philosophical concepts through dense texts, especially if they come 
from dead old white guys. The professor was able to condense hard to understand concepts to its bare essentials, as well as 
suggest reading material that is easy to consume and contemporarily relevant. What was more important to me was how these 
concepts can be applied to real life situations, rather than hypotheticals. The emphasis the professor put on what the students 
thought of ethical dilemmas, rather than what he or past philosophers thought, was a really nice aspect of the class that I don't often 
find in other classes. 

 
The Professor did tend to meander a lot. I would have appreciated more time spent on defining exactly what certain meanings and 
concepts were. I did zone out here and there, but that's more due to external factors in my personal life. 
You did an excellent job of drawing varying opinions out of students with different belief structures, including myself, during class 
discussions. 
Super engaging, very accommodating. One of the better profs I’ve had at McGill. Genuinely values each student and actually 
teaching relevant topics over just exams and grades. I actually left class every day feeling so enriched and came back every day 
excited to learn. 

 
Q4. Overall, I learned a great deal from this instructor. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.7 0.5 4.7 N/A 

 
Q4. Overall, I learned a great deal from this instructor. 

 

Q4. Overall, I learned a great deal from this instructor. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.7 
Standard Deviation 0.5 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 



Lecture(s) given by this instructor were effective. 
 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.6 0.6 4.6 N/A 

 
Lecture(s) given by this instructor were effective. 

 

Lecture(s) given by this instructor were effective. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.6 
Standard Deviation 0.6 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
I really appreciate the discussions in class 
Incredibly effective, after having all my classes online for so long I actually loved that we didn't have access to course powerpoints 
as it forced us to engage in class and prompted us to also think about the topics. 
Solid instructor, knows what he's doing, aware and honest of his biases (this particularly important in a philosophy class) and very 
open to hearing opposing arguments 
I learnt a lot about a variety of topics, I really liked the fact that we were encouraged to participate and share our point of view at the 
end of the slides, that allowed me to also learn from the other students. 
I would have liked to see more theme–directed class discussions. I really enjoyed the class discussions that took place but I found 
that some class discussions began to trail away from the main topic at hand. That being said, that is something that is bound to 
happen so I have no complaints. 
What is effective? I was able to successfully complete my assignments because we were able to have class discussions 
thoroughly exploring assignment topics before I even had the chance to put pen to paper. 

 
If by effective, this means "able to apply what they've learned," then yes. I was able to apply what I've learned to in real life 
discussions with my friends and my own activism on topics such as abortion and civil disobedience. Going forward, I will be 
applying what I've learned in this class to inform me on my own actions on how to live a good and virtuous life. 

Amazing class structure and syllabus. Above all the Professor valued teaching real lessons that are pertinent to real life. Very rare 
and very valuable 

 
Considering class size, the instructor was available for individual consultation. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.8 0.4 4.8 N/A 



Considering class size, the instructor was available for individual consultation. 
 

Considering class size, the instructor was available for individual consultation. 
 

 

Statistics Value 
Mean 4.8 
Standard Deviation 0.4 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
Always available after class 
Prof Tondino was always available to talk if needed. 
Tristan was always available to discuss things with, both inside and outside class 
Thank you for the amazing class!! 
Never saw the need, prof gave me good grades lmao 



Overall, this course was intellectually challenging. 
 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.0 1.1 4.0 N/A 

 
Overall, this course was intellectually challenging. 

 

Overall, this course was intellectually challenging. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.0 
Standard Deviation 1.1 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.3 

 
The course objectives were clearly explained. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.6 0.5 4.6 N/A 

 
The course objectives were clearly explained. 

 

The course objectives were clearly explained. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.6 
Standard Deviation 0.5 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Students were invited to share their ideas and knowledge. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.9 0.4 4.9 N/A 



Students were invited to share their ideas and knowledge. 
 

Students were invited to share their ideas and knowledge. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.9 
Standard Deviation 0.4 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
Very interesting class 
Class discussion was always encouraged 
Uh yeah more so than almost any other class I've been in. it was nice 
Super super collaborative class. So much class discussion and I really felt as though I benefited from the knowledge of my peers 
alongside that of my Professor 
Strongest part of the course, students are invited to speak their ideas and share knowledge 

 
Tests, assignments and other required work for the course were appropriate. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.8 0.4 4.8 N/A 

 
Tests, assignments and other required work for the course were appropriate. 

 

Tests, assignments and other required work for the course were appropriate. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.8 
Standard Deviation 0.4 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 



Insert comments: 
 

Comments 
Not too long papers and nice questions 
Fair assessments and fair grading 
I really liked the assignements and the fact that they both encouraged using the class material and doing extra researches 
An argument could be made that more specific texts on key philosophical concepts should have been assigned, but it was nice that 
we were given the freedom to seek information relevant to our papers and arguments. 

 
The evaluation methods used in this course were appropriate. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.8 0.4 4.8 N/A 

 
The evaluation methods used in this course were appropriate. 

 

The evaluation methods used in this course were appropriate. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.8 
Standard Deviation 0.4 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.1 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
Never stray from the 2 pagers. It is a challenge to condense and make a cohesive argument for or against something in under 2 
pages, but it also gets rid of much of the stress of having to make an unnecessarily big word count. 
Instructor gave us freedom to express our ideas 

 
Course materials (e.g., readings, lecture notes, exercises, audio-visual presentations etc.) were 
presented in an organized manner. 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
4.6 0.7 4.6 N/A 



Course materials (e.g., readings, lecture notes, exercises, audio-visual presentations etc.) were 
presented in an organized manner. 

 

Course materials (e.g., readings, lecture notes, exercises, audio-visual presentations etc.) were presented in an organized manner. 
 

 
Statistics Value 
Mean 4.6 
Standard Deviation 0.7 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.2 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
Once or twice I wasn't able to access the reading with the link 
The presentation of the material could have been slightly more structured, but overall it was well done 
I wish we had a copy of the lecture slides emailed to us but that is the only issue I had. 
see past comments 
Materials can be more organized 

 
Please provide written comments with respect to the instructor and the course (including course 
materials, readings etc.). 

 

Comments 
The readings are very interesting, it is the first time I read carefully and don't skim instead 
The course was very good, the readings were interesting. I like the fact that we covered a lot of different topics and that we were 
introduced to ancient philosophers as well as new ones and the fact that we had guest speakers coming to talk about their own 
experiences. Tristan is very benevolent towards his students, the classes are well organized and all very interesting. The readings 
were really interesting and introduced me to new resources. 
this was my last course in my now 6 year undergrad. I'm content to end my academic career on a class like this. 
Course material is interesting and the Instructor is very respectful and remembers students’ name 

 
In a typical week how much time did you dedicate to this course outside of the classroom 
context? 

 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
2.5 1.3 2.5 N/A 



In a typical week how much time did you dedicate to this course outside of the classroom 
context? 

In a typical week how much time did you dedicate to this course outside of the classroom context? 

Statistics Value 
Mean 2.5 
Standard Deviation 1.3 
Standard Error (base on SD) 0.3 

Insert comments: 
Comments 
Tristan is a kind and warm person and an intelligent instructor. One of the only classes where I wanted to show up for every single 
class because the material was interesting and i looked forward to class discussion. He is receptive to feedback and 
accommodating of individual needs 
this class worked well for me because I'm the kind of student that like visual aids, in–class discussions, and short readings. I'm not 
sure how well it would work for another student who prefers dense readings and long essays. 



The Teaching Assistant was effective in fulfilling their role. 
 

Mean,Department Mean (DM) SD,Department Mean (DM) Mean,Dept Course Mean (DCM) SD,Dept Course Mean (DCM) 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
The Teaching Assistant was effective in fulfilling their role. 

 

The Teaching Assistant was effective in fulfilling their role. 
 

 

Statistics Value 
Mean NRP 
Standard Deviation NRP 
Standard Error (base on SD) NRP 

 
Insert comments: 

 

Comments 
Not Answered 



1  

STATEMENT OF THE COMPETENCY 
Learning Outcome: To apply a critical thought process to world views. 
ELEMENTS OF THE COMPETENCY 
(General Instructional Objectives Common to all World Views Courses) 
Students who successfully complete the World Views course in Humanities should be able to: 
1. Describe world views. 
2. Explain the major ideas, values, and implications of a world view. 
3. Organize the ideas, values and experiences of a world view into coherent patterns. 
4. Compare world views. 
5. Convey the ideas, attitudes, and experiences of the societies or groups studied. 

CEGEP/ COLLEGE 
HUMANITIES 345-102-MQ, WORLD VIEWS 
 
COURSE TITLE: Philosophy and the Modern World 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  
WORKLOAD (per week): 
PREREQUISITE: 

3-0-3 
345-101-MQ 

INSTRUCTOR'S NAME: Tristan Tondino 
OFFICE NUMBER:  
OFFICE HOURS: By appointment 
E-MAIL OR OTHER: tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca 

tristantondino1@gmail.com 
RESPONSE TIME: 48 hours, not including weekends 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND CONTENT: 
“Words, Works, Worlds.” How do words, works, and worlds relate to the world? Is there one real world? Or are 
there many worlds? How do these worlds interconnect? How do they inspire each other? Can we come to know 
the one real world?  
 
In this course, we will study the works of pluralists, particularly in contemporary philosophy. Our short readings 
will touch on issues relating to the philosophy of art, ethics, and the philosophy of science. 
 
An important goal in philosophy is to think carefully, critically, and empathetically about all issues. Because 
language will be a central aspect of the course, another of our goals is to work on our abilities as writers and 
speakers. Note, if time permits, we will have guest presentations. 
 
REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED TEXT(S) OR READING(S): 
There is no textbook, and all our readings and other materials are available online. The links to readings will be 
made available online, or sent by email, and on this syllabus. Essay submissions will be done directly via email. 
Any short questions can be sent via email, however, consider office hours (Monday 12:15 pm-1:15pm) best for 
discussions, or stay after class. It is important to read all assigned pages or watch assigned video material 
before class. Total number of pages we will read: approximately 150. 
 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS: 
“This course will be based mainly on active learning, in small groups, which will take place in the classroom in 
collaboration with student peers. This will be supplemented by lectures as needed. Additional activities include 
watching short videos for extra information or illustration and time set aside for in-class work on the final 
project for the course (details below).” 

 
PLANNED SCHEDULE OF COURSE CONTENT: 

mailto:tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca
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1. Introduction: What is Philosophy? Main branches; Sub-branches; Science & Ethics, Science and 
Representation. 

2. Ways of Worldmaking and Languages of Art 
3. Science and Truth. How can science be true enough? What is pseudo-science?  
4. Religions and Ethics. Can we be happy? 
5. What are we?  
6. Conclusion: what is a worldview? 

 
 

 
ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION FOR MEANS OF EVALUATION: 
“In-class assignments: at the conclusion of each class, students will be asked to answer a short question or two 
about the work done in that class; there will be 10 of these throughout the term, approximately 100 words each. 
Quizzes: a short study-guide will be provided ahead of time specifying which parts of the material are to be 
covered.” 
Final paper: Write a 3-page paper on a topic assigned. 
 
PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS AND CRITERIA: 
“As noted above, learning in this course is based in large part on active learning which takes place in the 
classroom. Participation is directly graded, but students who miss classes will have a very hard time keeping up 
with the material.” 

 
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 
“Extensions may be given for medical reasons, or similarly serious personal reasons. Students must ask for an 
extension before the due date. Late work will lose 3 percentage-points per day (including weekends), and will 
not be accepted at all after 7 days.” 

 
PASSING GRADE POLICY: 
“Students must obtain a total grade of at least 60% in order to pass the course. Additionally, in order to pass the 
course, the student must receive a grade of at least 60% on the final essay assignment.”  

 
DEPARTMENTAL LITERACY STANDARD: 
“Students enrolled in Humanities courses are expected to have college-level English reading skills and to 
demonstrate college-level English writing skills.” 

 
COURSE LITERACY POLICY: 
“Small grammatical errors, which do not affect the ability of a reader to understand the text, will not cost 
points. However, students are expected to proof-read their papers and to use spell-checking in their word 
processors before submitting. Submitted work in which there are typos that an automatic spell-check would have 
caught demonstrates a lack of seriousness, and this will cost points.” 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: 

“The teacher is required to report to all cases of cheating and plagiarism affecting a student’s grade. (Section IV-C). 
Make sure you understand what counts as plagiarism, and avoid it. If you have any questions about avoiding 

Item: Date due: Value: Notes: 
Participation: Please attend all 

classes 
10% You are encouraged to participate but be kind and respectful. We will 

discuss shyness on the first day. Participate in the daily polls and answer a 
short question.  

Quiz 1:  20% Not more than 2 pages/ double spaced  
Quiz 2:  30% Not more than 2 pages/ double spaced  
Final paper:  40% Not more than 3 pages/ double spaced - Essay submission will be via 

email to tristan.tondino@mcgill.ca   
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TURNITIN: 
“To encourage a better understanding of academic integrity, Turnitin will be used in this course. Please note 
that Turnitin, an internet-based plagiarism prevention tool, may keep a copy of the work submitted but does 
not claim ownership of the work. If you have concerns about your work being submitted to Turnitin for 
review, please see the teacher within the first two weeks of the semester.” 

 
STUDENT CONDUCT: 
“Everyone has the right to a safe and non-violent environment. Students are obliged to conduct themselves as 
stated in the Student Code of Conduct and in the ISEP section on the roles and responsibilities of students. (ISEP 
Section II- D)” 

 
USE OF ELECTRONICS:  
“Students are expected not to use smartphones in the classroom, unless there is a good reason for it. The reason 
is that it is highly distracting to other students when these devices are used for non-academic purposes.” 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
“Students should refer to ISEP (Section III-C) regarding attendance.” 
 
INTENSIVE COURSE CONFLICTS: 
“If a student is attending an intensive course, the student must inform the teacher, within the first two (2) 
weeks of class, of the specific dates of any anticipated absences.” 
 
POLICY ON RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES: 
“Students who intend to observe religious holidays must inform their teachers in writing as prescribed in the ISEP 
Policy on Religious Observances (ISEP Section III-D), which requires that this must be done within the first two 
weeks of class/” 
 
ISEP: 
“The Institutional Student Evaluation Policy (ISEP) is designed to promote equitable and effective evaluation of 
student learning and is therefore a crucial policy to read and understand. The policy describes the rights and 
obligations of students, faculty, departments, programs, and the College administration with regard to evaluation 
in all your courses, including grade reviews and resolution of academic grievance. The ISEP is available on the 
CEGEP website.” 
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