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EXPLANATION OF SUMMARY ADMINISTRATION 

PROBATE PROCEEDINGS 

If someone dies owning assets in his or her name alone ("probatable assets"), there 

must be a probate court proceeding to determine who is to receive the assets. In other 

words, the Will is given effect through the probate court proceedings. 

Probate means "prove." One must prove to the probate court that the Will is valid, 

that the maker was competent and not forced to make the Will, that the heirs and 

representatives are proper, that all creditors have been paid and that all persons are 

getting their just due. Only after the proofs are made may an heir receive his or her 

inheritance. 

One type of probate procedure is called the SUMMARY ADMINISTRATION 

proceeding. It is available for use only when the probatable assets are worth less than 

$75,000 or the decedent has been dead for more than two years. 

For Summary Administration proceedings the following must be done: 

STEP ONE: Give your attorney the following information and documents: 

1. Original (certified) copy of death certificate.

2. Original copy of Will.

3. Names and addresses of all persons named in the Will.

a. If any such person is under age 18, state so and give names and addresses

of such person's parents or guardian.

4. Names and addresses (and whether person is a minor or not) of the following

persons not named in the Will.

a. Decedent's parents

b. Decedent's spouse

c. Decedent's children

d. Children of deceased children
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