2025 LEXINGTON TENNIS LEAGUE 

SOUTHERN COMBO DOUBLES

18 & Over, 40 & Over, 55 & Over, 65 & Over

Southern Regulations and SC COMBO Doubles Regulations shall apply to the STA COMBO Doubles League and take precedence over LATA COMBO Doubles League Rules.

The purpose of the Rules and Regulations is to assure that fair play and good conduct is maintained at all times and to assist the tennis league in rendering equity to all teams and players.  The Rules and Regulations are approved by the State prior to league matches. 
It is the responsibility of each Team Captain to familiarize all team members with the Rules and Regulations.

Format:

A. Three combo doubles partnerships.  A minimum of six (6) players per team.  The team that wins at least two of the three individual matches wins the team match.

B. A match tiebreak (first to 10 by a margin of 2) in the Coman procedure will be played in lieu of a third set. A Coman set tiebreak (first to 7 by a margin of 2) will be played when the score in a set is 6 games all.
C. NTRP Cap for Combined Levels:

	NTRP Level
	Max NTRP Rating
	
	NTRP Level
	Max NTRP Rating

	5.5
	3.0
	
	8.5
	5.0

	6.5
	3.5
	
	9.5
	5.5

	7.5
	4.0
	
	10.5
	6.0


D. The partnership must not exceed the combined level of play that the team has entered.

E. Combined partnerships may enter one of the following Age Groups: 

18 & Over: combined 5.5, 6.5, 7.5, 8.5, 9.5, 10.5
40 & Over:  combined 5.5, 6.5, 7.5, 8.5

55 & Over:  combined 6.5, 7.5, 8.5
65 & Over (South Carolina League only):  combined 6.5, 7.5, 8.5.  NO ADVANCEMENT PAST SC STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.
Eligibility:

A.      All players must have a current USTA membership which is valid through league season.

(Any player applying for or renewing a USTA membership may do so online when registering on TennisLink)                                                                                     

B.      Any player who plays in the 18 & Over age division must be 18 years old before registering.
          Each player shall have reached the required minimum age prior to or during the calendar
           year in which such player participates in his or her first local league in the 40 & Over, 55 & Over 
           and 65 & Over age divisions.      
C.       A player may play at more than one NTRP level in each Age Group in the same Local League 
           during the same Season.
D.       A player may play at the same NTRP level in the same Age Group on teams in separate Local 
           Leagues in South Carolina during the same Season.
            E.       South Carolina will have no residency requirements for local league play. 
   F.       For a two-team flight in any Age Group, a team must have at least 3 players on roster at the maximum. 
         NTRP level per Combo chart.  For example, a 7.5 roster must have at least three (3) 4.0 players
Computer Rating:

      Any player with a valid computer rating as a result of Adult (all Age Groups) or Mixed 
                   Doubles USTA League Tennis Program must play at that level or higher. 

Self-Rating:

A. Players who do not have a computer rating on file in TennisLink shall self-rate in accordance with the National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) Guidelines and complete the self-rating process on TennisLink when registering for a team. Failure to do so or omission of information regarding a player’s tennis history will subject the player, the captain and/or others who condoned inaccurate self-rating to penalties and disqualification.

B. A player that self-rated in the Adult League cannot self-rate lower for Combo Doubles.  

C. A self-rate is valid for 2 years.

Rosters:

A. TennisLink is the official system for team registration.

B. Team Roster with a minimum of 6 legal players (three eligible teams) must be submitted into TennisLink no later than July 6, 2025 in order to participate in the LATA 2025 Combo Doubles League.

C. After commencement of play, players may be added to the roster in accordance to the following:

1. Player’s name must be added to the team roster before the player’s participation in a team match.

2. Players may be added to the roster until the August 20, 2025 deadline for adding players.
Fees:

A. Fees will be collected (via credit card) when a person is put on a roster in the TennisLink system.  The cost to play in the LATA 2025 Combo Doubles League is $17.15, which includes the SCTA player fee, local league fee and TennisLink fee.

B. Once placed on a roster through TennisLink, there will be no refunds.  It is possible to transfer from one team to another without additional fees by contacting the Combo Doubles Local League Coordinator to process the movement from one team to the next.  Transferring to another team must be done before the start of the Combo Doubles Season. 

Local Play:

             A.  Each team must have a captain or acting captain present at each match.

             B.  Captains must exchange written line-ups prior to starting play.  Scorecards can be downloaded 

                   from TennisLink.  If there are multiple playing surfaces at a site, the visiting captain is entitled

                   to know which specific match will be played on which surface before line-ups are exchanged.

             C.  Each team in a round robin must play every team in the round robin at least once and an equal number of 
                   times. If there are only two teams in a given level, at least three matches will be scheduled for those two 
                    teams.

             D.  It may be necessary to divide a level into several different divisions if there are too many teams

   for a single round robin group.  In that case, there will be a local league playoff to determine the

   LATA champion and which team(s) advances to the State Championship.  Local Playoffs are 

   considered Championships.  Players must have qualified by playing at least one match locally in 

   order to participate in the local playoff (Championship)
      .     E.   Each player must play at least one match locally for all Age Groups to qualify for further 
                   championship play (a default received will be used to qualify for advancement to Championship.)

             F.  Winners will be determined based on team matches won or winning percentage of team matches.  
                  Procedures for playoffs, which will be published on the web and e-mailed to captains by the Level  

                  Coordinators, may vary according to the level of play and number of teams.  In all   cases, ties will be  

                   broken in the following order.

1. Winner of most individual matches

2. Winner of head to head.

3. Loser of fewest sets.

4. Loser of fewest games.

5.    Toss of coin by LLC
G.  There will be no scheduling concessions for players playing in other leagues including playoffs. 
                H.   Home team is responsible for court fees and providing new balls.

    I.    It is the responsibility of the home team captain to contact the visiting team captain prior to the

           scheduled match time if the weather will not permit play.  The captains can then discuss post-

           poning, rescheduling, etc.  If weather and availability of courts at visitor’s site permits play,
           the match should be played at visitor’s courts. 

    J.    If the beginning of a match is delayed by rain or wet courts, the teams must wait no longer than

           one hour past the original match time for the start of the first match to determine if the courts are

           playable.  If the courts are still not playable after one hour has elapsed, the teams are free to re-

           schedule and leave, unless both captains agree to wait longer.

    K.   In the event that rain or inclement weather forces the cancellation and re-scheduling of a team

           match, substitutions may be made in any individual matches, which had not begun.  Incomplete

           matches must be resumed with the same players at the exact score – set, game and point – as
           they stood when halted.  Completed individual matches will stand as played.
.        L   Rain Day – the Friday (following rained out match) IS THE DESIGNATED MAKE UP 

     DAY FOR A RAINED OUT MATCH.  Captains may reschedule rained out
      matches at another agreeable day and time as long as they contact the Level Coordinator
      within 48 hours of the rained out match and inform them of the agreed upon rescheduled day 
      and time; (copy opponent captain in e-mail)otherwise, they are “expected” to play the first Friday 
      following the match.  Matches should be rescheduled and played before the next scheduled 
      match.  The make-up date must be within 14 days of the postponed match (count day match
      is rained out as day one).  This allows both teams reasonable opportunity and flexibility to 

      complete the match.  Once the make-up date is set and the level coordinator is informed, the

      make-up date is considered the official match date and may not be postponed unless there is

      inclement weather on such date.  If the two captains cannot mutually agree on a make-up

      date or if matches have not been reported in TennisLink within the 14 days, the Level

      Coordinator will establish the make-up date and time.  Team lineups on the makeup day
      do not have to be the same as they were on the day of the postponement even if the lineups

      had already been exchanged and any defaults given during or prior to the line-up exchange

      are cancelled.  EXCEPTION:  Any matches that may have started play will have to be re-

      summed by same players and exact scores.

      DON’T SKIP PLAYABLE DAYS 
M.  All make-up matches must be completed by the Saturday following the last scheduled match of the

       regular local league season for all divisions.  If there is a city play-off, the Level Coordinator may

       require an earlier time for completing make-up matches, and will set a day/time for completion

       which will be binding on the teams.  Any matches not completed by the league deadline may be

       excluded in determining division/flight standings.
     N.  Players must report to scheduled matches on time.  The 15-minute default rule will apply
            unless prior arrangements have been made between captains.

     O.  CELL PHONES must be turned off.  If a cell phone rings during a point, the opponent wins

            the point based on a hindrance.

     P.  Should players on a Combo team progress to a State Championship playoff during   

           Combo local league play and cannot field a team because of the lack of players available, team 
captains shall make accommodations.  Rescheduling procedure should follow inclement weather 
            guidance and the Level Coordinator be advised of such.

                     Captains should check with their team at the beginning of the season to determine 

                        if they will not be able to field a team due to members attending a State Championship and 
                        reschedule at the beginning of the season.   
          NOTE:  Except in the event of weather, matches may not be played after the originally scheduled 
            match date.  Any other conflicts a team may have with a scheduled match must be made up in 
            advance of the originally scheduled match.  These requests should only be made if a team has a 
            problem fielding a complete team for a match. The team requesting to reschedule a match should do 
            so at the beginning of the season and give the other team several dates.  If the other team does not 
            agree, the match must be played at the original scheduled time.  If it rains the day of an agreed upon 
            rescheduled time and no other day can be agreed upon to play, then the original date of the match 
            stands. 
Coaching:

                  Once an individual match has begun, no coaching may be given to a player by team captains,  
                  coaches, pros or any other spectators.

Sportsmanship:

                  A.  No linesmen or umpires will be provided for matches.

                  B.  Every player is expected to call shots on his side, as he would expect his shots to be called on 

                        the other side, and loud enough for his opponent to hear.  Any out ball must be called 
                        instantaneously; otherwise, it is presumed good and in play.  Avoid late calls.

                  C.  Balls that are not clearly out should be awarded to the opponent.  In the case of doubles, when the

                        partnership is in disagreement of a call, it should be awarded to the opponent.

                  D.  Players are advised to call the score before each point to avoid confusion.  If the players cannot

                        agree on the score, the score reverts to the score at which the players last agree.

                  E.  All complaints alleging a violation of fair play and unsportsmanlike conduct shall be filed in

                       writing to the LLC who will forward the complaint to the Grievance Committee.  The Grievance   

                       Committee will review the alleged grievance and determine the necessary actions that should be  

           taken.  (Form for filing grievance can be found at www.sctennis.com .)

Scorecards:

A. Scorecards are to be printed by captains from TennisLink.

B. Captains are to exchange line-ups simultaneously.  No changes may be made after line-ups have been exchanged, except as indicated in the substitution rule below.  Please note:  After scorecards have been exchanged, if a team receives a default, the receiving team does not have the option to change their line-up.
C. Substitution:  In the event of illness, injury, disqualification, or no-show of a player prior to the start of an individual match (once the lineup has been exchanged), a team may substitute a player in the affected position within the 15-minute default time.  The start of an individual match is once the ball is struck and put into play to begin the match.  In the event rain or inclement weather forces cancellation and rescheduling of a team match, substitution may be made in any individual match that has not begun.  No player involved in a default may participate in a rescheduled match.
D. The 15-minute default rule applies at ALL times.  NO EXCEPTIONS! A team that is 15 minutes later than the scheduled time on TennisLink will be in default and therefore defaults the court(s).
E. Captains are to agree on scores and players’ names on scorecard before leaving match and sign each other’s scorecards.  Signed scorecard will be official. 
F.        Match scores are to be entered into TennisLink within 48 hours of the completion of the 

            match. While either captain may enter the scores, it is recommended the winning team captain

            enter the scores, 
G.        If match scores are not entered into TennisLink within 48 hours, a team may receive a warning

            Any additional occurrences of not entering the scores within 48 hours of match completion may 

            result in the match being excluded when determining the division/flight standings and/or may

            result in the captain having a grievance filed against him/her for violation of this rule.

H.        The opposing captain (or captain not entering the results in TennisLink) will verify that the

            scores and players have been entered correctly.  The verifying captain will either confirm 
            through TennisLink that the entries as reported are accurate or will dispute the match if 
            he/she believes an error has been made and that the reported entry is incorrect.  If disputed, the 
            captain is to immediately notify the level coordinator by e-mail (and copy the opponent captain) 
            of the basis for the dispute and provide specific information of the dispute (including the match 
            number).

I.         The verification of the match entry must be completed within 48 hours of the score being 

            entered into TennisLink.  After 48 hours, the reported score will be assumed to be correct.  
            TennisLink will automatically confirm and scores will stand as entered.

            MATCH SCORE REPORTING IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BOTH CAPTAINS
Defaults: 
A. Default – when a team knows in advance it will not be able to field all three positions.  In

   this case, the #3 doubles position must be defaulted.

B. Forfeit by default – when a player who was expected to play fails to appear on time (15 minutes) or becomes unable to play and no substitute is available.  In this case, the position in which the player was scheduled to play is defaulted.

C. Default by disqualification – disqualification occurs when a player is ineligible to participate for any reason (i.e., not a member of USTA, underage, not on roster).  The position in which the disqualified player played is defaulted.

D. If a team defaults an entire match (2 of the 3 positions), a Total Team Default, for any reason during round robin play, then all matches of that team (played or to be played) shall be null and void.  Previous points awarded to their opponents will be taken away. The team that is on the “receiving”’ end of an entire team default will not receive credit for the win. Therefore, it is in the best interest of both teams to work it out so that at least 2 positions can be played.
E. Players “receiving” a default must be listed on the scorecard; players “giving” a default must not be listed.

F. Defaults given are voided in the event of rainouts provided no individual match has started.  If any match has started (first ball put in play), the default stands.
                G.       Two players will play together in the higher position when both of their partners do not 
                            show in order to avoid two defaults, provided the partnership is within the team level.
                H.        A Combo doubles match cannot be scored with one team defaulting a court and the other team

                            defaulting a court.  At least 2 courts must actually be played in order for that match not to be

                            considered an entire team forfeit.  (See National and Southern Regulation 2.01C(2)

Retirements:
Retirement occurs when an individual match has started and a player is unable to continue due to injury, loss of condition, or emergency.

Scoring of Retirement:

In case of retirement after commencement of the match, the non-retiring player, or doubles team, shall be credited with such number of additional games as would have been won if the match was completed and the non-retiring player or doubles team won every subsequent game.  For NTRP computer data entry

in TennisLink, mark as “retired” and submit actual scores of match at the point of retirement

(i.e. 6-3, 2-1, retired). 

Number of Teams:

             When a Local League does not have the required number of Teams, (two teams), in either the 18 

             & Over Age Group, 40 & Over Age Group, or 55 & Over Age Group  to constitute a level, the affected 
             Local League Coordinators, shall either:

(1) Offer to move that team to another age division offered in that area in that particular level, if applicable.

(2) Move individual players to another team in that area, if applicable, or move them to an “Extra Players” flight to hold for future play in other leagues. 

(3) The USTA SC State League Coordinator may move a singleton team to another area’s league tree only if it is agreed upon by both local league coordinators and accomplished before that recipient area’s deadline.  
(4) Complete teams that are moved to play in a local league area other than their home local league

must secure home courts in that local league they choose to participate.

         (5)  If one singleton team is moved into an already existing league of at least 2 teams, then that 

                singleton team must secure home courts in that host local league where they have been moved

                and if that singleton team wins that league, they will represent that host league at the State

                Championship.

                (a) The singleton team must follow all rules and regulations of the host league.

                (b) The host league is responsible for all awards, state championship fees (if applicable) and

                      State championship registration.

          (6)  If Local League Coordinators agree to combine singleton teams in order to form a league for

                 those teams to qualify, the winning team from that singleton league will be allowed to 

                 represent the Local League where they initially registered.

                 (a) Rules and regulation issues that occur during the singleton team league play will be

     handled by the State League Coordinator in consultation with the Local League Coordinators

                 involved.

                 (b) The area that is represented by the winning team will be responsible for all awards, state

                 Championship fees (if applicable) and state championship registration for that team.

          (7)  Credit all or a portion of the registration fee in accordance with the Local League policy.

           Teams playing in a Local League Area other than the area that has been the designated area for 
            their Local League must secure home courts in the Local League Area where they plan to 
            participate and pay all applicable court fees
            NTRP levels in the 65 & Over Age Group in each area are required to play a local league unless the 

            level has only one team.  If only one team (Singleton Team) is registered in a local area, that team may 
            advance straight to the State Championship.

            Singleton Teams advancing directly to a State Championship must (1) consist of 60% of players from 

            South Carolina.  A player’s residency will be determined by their address in TennisLink.  (2) Teams 

            must consist of 51% of players from the Local Area.

Day and Time of Play:

               Matches will be scheduled during the week (Monday thru Thursday) starting no earlier than 6:00 pm

               for the 18 & Over and 40 & Over Age Groups, Saturday morning for the 55 & Over Age Group and 

               Sunday afternoon for the 65 & Over Age Group.

               The LLC and/or Local Combo Coordinator has the option to schedule other days and times if the 

                number of teams and court availability warrants such a schedule.

LATA CITY CHAMPIONSHIP FORMAT

Single Flight for level of play

· There are no LATA championship playoffs when there is a single flight for the level of play. 

The flight winner is the LATA city champion.  The 2nd place team in the flight is the LATA

Runner-up team   

           Two Flights for level of play: 
                    Day and Night Flight – The Day Winner will play the Night Winner

                    The format will be single elimination to determine the LATA Winner and Runner up. 

Progression to State Championships:  
A. Each Player must play at least one match locally for all Age Groups to qualify for further championship play.  A default “received” can be used to qualify for advancement to the championships.  A default “given” cannot.  A retired match shall count toward advancing for all players involved.

B. Players may participate in the State Championships on more than one team within an Age Group as long as it is different NTRP levels.  However, no scheduling accommodations will be made so players and/or teams should plan accordingly.   
C.   Only the winner of each specific NTRP level in each Age Group in local league competition
       shall be entitled to advance to the State Championship. If the winning team is unable to 
       attend, an alternate team, preferably the 2nd place team, can be asked to advance.  Should the 
2nd place team not be available to attend, then a 3rd place team may be invited to advance if   approved by the State League Coordinator.  If the 3rd place team from the affected Local League is unable to attend, then the wild card procedure will be utilized to complete the draw.
             D.  Entry fee for the State Combo Doubles Championships will be $40.00 per Championship 

       participant.
F.   Full Team Defaults
· A team default occurs when a team defaults 2 or more individual matches in a 3-court team 

                  
match.  If a team commits a team default for any reason during round robin play at the 

                  
championship, then all matches of the defaulting team played, or to be played, shall be null 

                  
and void when determining standings but will be used for advancement purposes.  If all teams
                  
in contention for the championship have already played the defaulting team in good faith, 

                  
those matches stand as played.
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES

            A. GRIEVANCE COMPLAINTS.  Grievance complaint forms, procedures and rules are 

                 posted on the SC Tennis Association website and are incorporated herein by reference.

                There are specific time limits, procedures, and rules for filing a grievance.  Grievance

                 complaints may be filed not only for infractions of regulations but also for failing to

                 abide by good conduct, fair play, and good sportsmanship.  Such grievances must be

                 filed by the captain in writing prior to commencement of the next team match involving

                 such player or team or within 24 hours after the end of local league play, whichever occurs 

                 first, except a complaint based on eligibility may be filed at any time after learning the 

                 player is ineligible.

             B. A $100 filing fee will be required for all General/Sportsmanship, Championship and/or 

                 Administrative Grievances. The filing fee will only be returned to the grieving party if the 

                 grievance is upheld.

USTA SC League Grievance and Grievance Appeals Committee
James Teal – Co-Chair Grievance Committee  
Scott Zobrist – Co-Chair Grievance Committee  
Debby Bosselman – Chair – Grievance Appeals Committee  
 
Local League Representatives  
 
Jeannette Hammers (AATL)  
Jonathan Watkins (BBTL)  
Toni Odom (CTL)  
Malinda Griffin (FTA)  
Abby Martin (GATA)  
Susie Honeycutt (GSTL)  
Sue Cook (HHTL)  
Thea Salmonson (LATA)  
Art Welling (LCTA)  
Becky Williamson (LCTA)  
Chris Jones (LCTA)  
Stephanie Stanton (MCTL)  
Kim Northcutt (PD)  
Frank Thompson (SATL)  
Terri Errington (UPTA)  
Please note that a chairman and 2 committee members will be assigned to handle each 

grievance or grievance appeal but will not be assigned to any grievance or grievance appeal from their local area.

   C.  NTRP GRIEVANCE.  Self-rated players who enter the USTA League Tennis Program by misrepresenting     

         their actual skill level are considered to have violated the standards of good conduct, fair play, and good 
         sportsmanship, and may be subject to a grievance complaint and possible disqualification.  Grievances 
         against such self-rated players may be filed by a team captain or the Local League Coordinator.  NTRP 
         grievance complaints against a self-rated player must be filed in writing via e-mail to the LATA

         League Coordinator, who will forward it to the State League Coordinator, who will

         review and forward it to the Southern Section NTRP Grievance Committee Chairman,

         as appropriate.
Other Situations:

        If there is a situation that is not covered by these rules and regulations, refer to USTA Sectional and State

        League Rules and Regulations.

        The advice and recommendations of the State League Coordinator shall be secured by the LLC when deemed 
         necessary.
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