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Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral

First Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Moses describes the offering of praise for God’s deliverance
of Israel.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15
A prayer for God’s protection

Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13
Paul teaches that we are saved by faith.

Gospel Reading: Luke 4:1-13
In the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil.

Background on the Gospel Reading

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels, after his baptism, Je-
sus is reported to have spent forty days in the desert, fasting
and praying, In Luke and in Matthew, the devil presents three
temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus to use his power
to appease his hunger, he offers Jesus all the kingdoms of
the world if Jesus will worship him, and he tempts Jesus to
put God’s promise of dprotection to the test. In each case,
Jesus resists, citing words from Scripture to rebuke the devil’s
temptation.

Each temptation that Jesus faces, offers insight into the spiri-
tuality we hope to develop as we keep the forty days of the
Season of Lent. We can trust God to provide for our mate-
rial needs. We worship God because God alone has dominion
over us and our world. We can trust God to be faithful to
his promises. Jesus’ rejection of the devil’s temptations shows
that he will not put God to the test. Grounding himself on
the Word and authority of Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil
by his confidence in God’s protection and faithfulness.

This Gospel highlights for us one of the central themes of
the Season of Lent. We are dependent upon God for all
that we have and all that we are. Anything that leads us to
reject this dependency or to distrust its sufficiency is a tempta-
tion from the devil.

Luke ends his report of Jesus’ temptation in the desert by not-
ing that the devil departs for a time. The implication is that the
devil will return. Jesus knows that he will be tempted again in
the Garden of Gethsemane. The depth of Jesus’ trust in God
is shown most fully when Jesus rejects the temptation to turn
away from the task God has given to him. Jesus’ final rebuke
of the devil is his sacrifice on the Cross.

Jesus’ responses to the temptations of the devil teach us
how we can respond to temptation. As we start our journey
through Lent, this Sunday’s Gospel calls us to adopt the
same confidence that Jesus had in the face of tempta-
tion: God’s word alone will suffice, God’s promise of protec-
tion can be trusted, and God alone is God.

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands

March 9, 2025

Pope Francis' Lenten Message
2025

Pope Francis urged Christians to examine their con-
sciences in Lent by comparing their daily lives to the
hardships faced by migrants, calling it a way to grow
in empathy and discover God’s call to compassion.

“It would be a good Lenten exercise for us to com-
pare our daily life with that of some migrant or for-
eigner, to learn how to sympathize with their experi-
ences and in this way discover what God is asking of
us so that we can better advance on our journey to the
house of the Father,” the Pope wrote in his message
for Lent 2025.

The message, signed Feb. 6, before the Pope was hos-
pitalized Fegb. 14 for treatment of double pneumonia,
was released by the Vatican Feb. 25. Reflecting on the
theme “Let us journey together in hope,” the Pope
said that Lent is a time to confront both personal and
collective struggles with faith and compassion.

Comparing the Lenten journey to the Israelites’ exo-
dus from slavery in Egypt, he recalled “our brothers
and sisters who in our own day are fleeing situations
of misery and violence in search of a better life for
themselves and their loved ones.”

“A first call to conversion thus comes from the re-
alization that all of us are pilgrims in this life,” he
wrote. “Am I really on a journey, or am I standing still,
not moving, either immobilized by fear and hopeless-
ness or reluctant to move out of my comfort zoner”

Pope Francis also emphasized the importance of
journeying together, saying Christians are called to
walk “side by side, without shoving or stepping on
others, without envy or hypocrisy, without letting any-
one be left behind or exclfuded. > Christians, he said,
should reflect on whether they are open to others or
focused only on their own needs.

The Pope called on Christians to journe%7 together in
hope toward Easter, living out the central message of
the Jubilee Year: “Hope does not disappoint.”

Another Lenten call to conversion, he said, is to em-
brace hope and trust in God’s promise of eternal life,
made possible through Christ’s resurrection. Pope
Francis encouraged Christians to consider whether
they truly live in a way that reflects hope, trusting in
God’s promise of eternal life, seeking forgiveness and
committing themselves to justice, fraternity and care
for creation.

“Christ,” he wrote, “lives and reigns in glory. Death
has been transformed into triumph, and ﬁle étith and
great hope of Christians rests in this: the resurrection
of Christ!”

(By Justin McLellan, Catholic News Service Feb 25, 2025)
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PASTORAL SERVICES
FOR THE COMMUNITY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

Baptisms are generally held on the last Sunday of the
month. Requests for a different date and time will be
honored to the extent possible. Parents and sponsors
who have not yet received the required baptismal
instruction are expected to do so by attending our
baptismal preparation program. Call the parish office
well in advance so that class arrangements can be made.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Anyone wishing to have his or her wedding celebrated at
Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral must contact the parish
office 9-12 months prior to the celebration and talk to
a priest for pre-wedding counseling. Please visit our
website www.cathedralvi.org or call us at 340-774-0201.
The Sacrament of Marriage is generally celebrated on a
Saturday between the hours of 11:00AM and 2:00PM.
Please contact the parish priest if you would like a
different time for your wedding, (Note that Saturday
mornings are reserved for cleaning and decorating the
cathedral.)

VISITING AND ANNOINTING THE SICK:

If anyone in your family is sick or shut-in, please inform
the parish office so that we can pray for them and
arrange to visit them. Please note that the hospital does
not notify us when Catholics are in the hospital. Please
call the parish office to inform us of a Catholic in the
hospital who needs to have a priest visit. Thank youl!

FUNERAL MASSES:

Funeral Masses at Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral are
held on the designated day at 9:30AM. Please make
arrangements with the Church office before the funeral
home to assure availability of the date requested. The
Funeral Program should read “Christian Burial” on the
cover. If you would like a different time, please contact
the parish priest. Viewings will not take place inside the
cathedral. Funerals generally are not held on weekends
(Saturday or Sunday).Thank you for your cooperation.

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands
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DAILY WEEKDAY
READINGS

Monday, March 10, 2025
First Reading: Leviticus 19: 1-2, 11-18
Gospel: Matthew 25: 31-46

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
First Reading: Isaiah 55: 10-11
Gospel: Matthew 6: 7-15

Wednesday, March 12, 2025
First Reading: Jonah 3: 1-10
Gospel: Luke 11: 29-32

Thursday, March 13, 2025
First Reading: Esther C: 12, 14-16, 23-25
Gospel: Matthew 7: 7-12

Friday, March 14, 2025
First Reading: Ezekiel 18: 21-28
Gospel: Matthew 5: 20-26

Saturday, March 15, 2025
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26: 16-19
Gospel: Matthew 5: 43-48

\. J
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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.Never permit me to
be separated from You. Amen

(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)

Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral

BISHOP’S APPEAL

The 2025 Bishop’s Appeal invites us to renew hope,
strengthen faith, and serve our community. As Pilgrims
of Hope in this Jubilee Year, Pope Francis urges us to
embrace “deep faith, lively hope, and active charity.” Your
generosity builds a brighter future for our Church and
community in the Virgin Islands. Let us embrace this op-
portunity to be pilgrims of hope by supporting our pas-
toral ministries. Support the Annual Bishop’s Appeal.
Thank you for your generosity.

CONDOLENCE

We would like to announce the passing into glory of the

mother of Bernadette Patrick (Marjorie Patrick) in Trini-

dad yesterday. She will be laid to rest this weekend. As we

Eray for the repose of her soul, we assure Bernadette and
er family our support and affection.

We also remember the sister of our Bishop, Mme Héleéne
Tamfack. She will be laid to rest on Saturday, March 15.
All the morning masses that day will be celebrated for her
repose. Let us continue to pray for the repose of their
souls.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

On Thursday, March 6, those who attend morning mass
have been praying the Stations of the Cross before mass.
Beginning at 6:30 a.m. This is a very important aspect of
our spiritual life to journey with Jesus for 40 days, medi-
tating on the Way of the Cross. All are invited. Stations
of the Cross are also prayed every Friday during Lent at
5:30 p.m. in English and 6:00 p.m. in Spanish.

INTERNATIONAL FOOD NIGHT

On Saturday, March 15, 2025, at 4:00 p.m., Saints Peter
and Paul Catholic School will be holding its annual In-
ternational Food Night, in the School Courtyard. Tickets
for this event will be available soon. We invite everyone to
come out and support our school.

PENITENTIAL SERVICE

On March 16, 2025, there will be Penitential Service for
the Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral and St. Ann Parish at
the Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral at 3:00 p.m. Father An-
thony Abraham will be the main celebrant. This is to help
us prepare for Easter. All the priests will be available for
Confessions.

PATRONS

For those patrons who have weekly ads in our Sunday
Bulletin, we are reminding you to submit your yearly pay-
ments. Thank you for your continued support.

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands

March 9, 2025

Mass

Intentions

SATURDAY, March 8, 2025
7:00AM

4:30PM T Jules and Mary Therese Olive —
Rb. Dominique Olive

Sunday, March 9, 2025
7:00AM Jomano, Jakeel, & Alanique -

Camillia Dominique

8:30AM Cynthia Charles, sons, & brothers for
deliverance & protection - Rb. Cynthia Chatles

10:00AM Arturo Watlington Jr. Birthday
Blessings - Rb. his wife and family

T Sue Main - Rb. St. Thomas’s friends

12:15PM

Monday, March 10, 2025
7:00AM

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
7:00AM

6:00PM (Spanish)

Wednesday, March 12, 2025
7:00AM Cynthia Charles, sons, & brothers for

deliverance & protection - Rb. Cynthia Chatles

12:15PM

Thursday, March 13, 2025
7:00AM

Friday, March 14, 2025
7:00AM

Saturday, March 15, 2025
7:00AM

4:30PM

** You can still offer mass intentions on the dates
and times available, by contacting the Church
office.



Cathedral de los Santos Pedro & Paul

Primer Domingo de Cuaresma

Primera lectura: Deuteronomio 26:4-10
Moisés describe la ofrenda de alabanza por la liberacion de Israel
por parte de Dios.

Salmo responsorial: Salmo 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15
Una oracién por la proteccion de Dios

Segunda lectura: Romanos 10:8-13: Pablo ensefia que somos
salvos por la fe.

Lectura del Evangelio: Lucas 4:1-13
En el desierto, Jesus es tentado por el diablo.

Antecedentes de la lectura del Evangelio:

En cada uno de los tres Evangelios sinépticos, después de su
bautismo, se informa que Jesis pasé cuarenta dias en el desierto,
ayunando y orando. En Lucas y Mateo, el diablo presenta tres
tentaciones a Jesus. El diablo tienta a Jesus }fara que use su poder
para apaciguar su hambre, le ofrece todos los reinos del mundo
si lo adora y lo tienta para que ponga a prueba la promesa de
proteccién de Dios. En cada caso, Jesus resiste, citando palabras
de las Escrituras para reprender la tentacion del diablo.

Cada tentacion que enfrenta Jesus ofrece una perspectiva de la
espiritualidad que esperamos desarrollar al guardar los cuarenta
dfas del Tiempo de Cuaresma. Podemos confiar en que Dios
proveera para nuestras necesidades materiales. Adoramos a Dios
porque solo Dios tiene dominio sobre nosotros y nuestro mun-
do. Podemos confiar en que Dios sera fiel a sus promesas. El
rechazo de Jesus a las tentaciones del diablo muestra que no
pondra a Dios a prueba. Basandose en la Palabra y la autoridad
de las Escrituras, Jesus reprende al diablo con su confianza en la
proteccién y fidelidad de Dios.

Este Evangelio destaca para nosotros uno de los temas centrales
del Tiempo de Cuaresma. Dependemos de Dios para todo lo
que tenemos y todo lo que somos. Todo lo que nos lleva a re-
chazar esta dependencia o a desconfiar de su suficiencia es una
tentacion del diablo.

Lucas termina su relato de la tentacién de Jests en el desierto se-
fialando que el diablo se va por un tiempo. La implicacién es que
el diablo volvera. Jests sabe que serd tentado nuevamente en el
Huerto de Getsemani. La profundidad de la confianza de Jesuis
en Dios se muestra més plenamente cuando Jesus rechaza la ten-
tacién de alejarse de la tarea que Dios le ha encomendado. La
ultima reprimenda de Jesus al diablo es su sacrificio en la cruz.

Las respuestas de Jesus a las tentaciones del diablo nos ensefian
cémo podemos responder a la tentacion. Al comenzar nuestro
viaje a través de la Cuaresma, el Evangelio de este domingo nos
llama a adoptar la misma confianza que Jesuis tenia frente a la
tentacion: solo la palabra de Dios bastara, se puede confiar en la
promesa de proteccién de Dios y solo Dios es Dios.

Santo Tomas en Islas Virgenes

9 de marzo de 2025
Anuncios

1. Estudio Biblico - Todos los Miércoles 6:30pm
a 8:00pm

2. Ensayo del Coro de Nifios y Jévenes de 7 afios
a 18 afios - Todos los Sabados 11:00am a
12:30pm

3. Ensayo de Nuevos Lectores Jovenes de 7 afios
a 18 anos - Todos los Sabados 1:30pm a 3:00pm

4. Grupo de Jévenes de 7 afios a 18 afios - To-

dos los Sabados 3:30pm a 5:00pm

NOCHE DE COMIDA INTERNACIO-
NAL

El sabado 15 de marzo de 2025, a las 4:00 p. m.,
la escuela catdlica Saints Peter and Paul llevara
a cabo su Noche de comida internacional anual
en el patio de la escuela. Las entradas para este
evento estaran disponibles pronto. Invitamos a
todos a venir y apoyar a nuestra escuela.

PASEO EN BARCO DE PRIMAVERA
Las entradas ya estan a la venta en la oficina de
la Iglesia para el Paseo en Barco de Primavera,

que se llevara a cabo el domingo 30 de marzo de
2025, a bordo del Kon Tiki Party Raft.

IMPORTANTE: PARA RESERVAR AL-
MUERZOS Y MERIENDAS PARA LOS
JOVENES DE SABADO,

Pedimos a los padres interesados a enviar a sus
hijos, llamar o enviar mensaje de WhatsApp
a José Antonio Cardona al 787-636-7000 or
Gretchen Connor 215-688-3765. {PAZ 'Y BIEN!

NUESTRA IGLESIA Y NUESTRA
ESCUELA SON AMBIENTES SEGUROS:
Todos estamos comprometidos con la proteccién
de los nifios en nuestras instituciones.
Si nota algtin comportamiento nocivo hacia nuestros hijos, no
dude en ponerse en contacto con nosotros lo antes posible.
gracias.

OUR CHURCH AND OUR SCHOOL
ARE SAFE ENVIRONMENTS:
We are all committed to the protection of
the children in our institutions. If you notice any
harmful behavior toward our children, do not
hesitate to contact us as soon as possible. Thank you.

Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral
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SECOND COLLECTION
WILL BE TAKEN AS FOLLOWS:

March 9 - Black and Indian Missions
March 16 - Cathedral Maintenance & Enhancement
Matrch 23 - Easter Flowers
March 30 - Catholic Relief Services

OFFERTORY / OFERTORIO
LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY AMOUNTED TO:

SN

LA OFRENDA DE LA SEMANA PASADA SUMO
f Thank March 2025
MARCH 2, 2025 you
Joryour . ,
+30PM Jonetion! The Month of March is Dedicated to:
: $ 1854.00 $  519.00 band h
7:00AM  §  569.00 S 164.00 Crasias St. Jos e}oﬁ t% husban Oft e
8:30AM  $ 187.00 $ 1062.00 v
10:00AM  $ 926.00 $  381.00 forw Blessed rgimn “IMm/y’
12:15PM $__471.00 $_193.00 onacion. and
TOTAL  §$4,007.00 $ 2,319.00 Foster-Father of]esus
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025
SPANISH MASS $ 24.00
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025 .
7:00AM $ 33.00 12:15PM $ 63.00= $96.00 Feast Dates & Special Dates:
E-GIVING:

Please fill out the E-Giving Enrollment Form at the parish office,

Mondav, March 17, 2025
St. Patrick

if you prefer to send your offertory donations using automatic

payments from:

* your Checking/Saving account. * your PayPal account.

Tuesday, March 18, 2025
St. Cyril of Jerusalem

KEEP OUR SICK & SHUT-INS IN PRAYER

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING PARISHIONERS:

HOME OR
NURSING HOME

LENO ABRAHAM
JENVILLE ANDREWS
EDWIN ARROYO
MONICA BERKELEY
EDRIS CALLWOOD
CHARLES CLASSEN
DELITA DELAGARDE
PRISCA DAVIS
IRIS DOTTIN
DARIL EVANS
MICHAEL FARRINGTON
OKATA GARCIA
ERCEDES GARCIA
WILFRED GARDIER
ETLA V. GASKIN
ERIC GRAF
GIRLIE HEYWOOD
MILDRED HODGE
EDITH LEBLANC
BERECIA LEWIS
GRACIELA MILLIN
GWYNNETH MOOLENAAR
HUGO MOULON
OSEPH MORRELL
EIDA PIZARRO
SONIA PIZARRO
WALTON RAVARIERE
PHYLLIS RODNEY
CYRUS SAMPSON
HAZELINE SANCHEZ
PETRONA STANISLAUS
CECILIA HILL-THOMAS
LESTEL TURBE
CHARLES VANTERPOOL
JOHN H. VENZEN
RUTH WALCOTT

\_/

Wednesday, March 19, 2025
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

ROY SCHNEIDER

HOSPITAL Saturday, March 22 to Sunday, March 23, 2025

Couples Retreat and youth encounter at St. Anne’s

The hospital does not notify ns when Catholics Church
are in the hospital. Please call the fgmb office
to inform us of a Catholic in the bospital who
needs to have a priest visit. Tlmn£ - you! Tuesday, March 25, 2025

The Annunciation of the Lord

Saturday, March 29, 2025
Pilgrimage & Penitential Service at Holy Family.

A

OFF-ISLAND Sunday, April 6, 2025

Penitential Service, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
BISHOP HERBERT A. BEVARD Parish
FR. SIMON PETER OPIRA aris
ER. JOHN SOLOMON
NEL BREDY
JOYCE CORREA
CELESTINE DAVIS

FITZROY CYRIL EUGENE Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
LAVERNE FRANCIS

DELTA GEORGE for the Month

LOUISE HASSELL ARMSTRONG 0
DR. ALFRED O. HEATH
WINIFRED HODGE March 2025
ROSE MARIE JOSEPH
RITA KING
STEPHANY LOUZAN
JOSEPHINE NOCH
FELIX O’NEAL
RAMON ORTIZ
MIRIAM GARCIA RIJO

For families in crisis

LOURDEN T. RIVE
ROSE ROBERTS
VENIA SAKHRANI
CARLOS SANCHEZ
CESAR JULIO TIRADO

LIAN VAZQUEZ

Let us pray that broken families might dis-

cover the cure for their wounds through for-
giveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts,
even in their differences.




