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Twenty- Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Numbers 11: 25-29
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 19: 8, 10, 12-14
Second Reading: James 5: 1-6

Gospel: Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48
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MEDITATION
By: Rev. Fr. Joseph Nguele Toko

“The work of the spirit cannot be confined by anyone.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In today’s liturgy, we see that Jesus continues to use the same
methodology like the previous Sundays to teach his disciples.
He seizes the opportunity of their mistakes to make correc-
tions and to teach. A keen look at them will help us see our
own mistakes and understand the mind of Christ and his
teaching, Firstly, we would ask ourselves what error warrant-
ed Christ’ s correction?

“Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name,
and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us.”
This is John speaking to Jesus. He thought Jesus would praise
him for doing that, but to his greater surprise, he noticed that
Jesus was not for him. This makes us think of today’s first
reading from the Book of Numbers which tells us a similar
story. In fact, Eldad and Medad are two elders who were left
in the camp and were not in the gathering; and yet they also
received the spirit and were able to prophesy in the camp,
just like the sixty-eight elders who were at the gathering with
Moses and on whom the spirit came to rest. When a young
man noticed this, he went quickly to Moses to tell him: “El-
dad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” This was an
indirect complaint. Another young man by name Joshua who
was Moses’ aide said : “Moses, my lord, stop them! ” But we
are told that Moses answered them: “ are you jealous for my
sake? Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets!
Would that the Lord might bestow his spirit on them alll”

The above two stories show that man is often jealous
of his brother or sister unnecessarily, simply because
he does not want to see him or her do the same things,
have the same qualities, the same strength, the same or
more graces from God. As we saw last Sunday, man has
a natural tendency to dominate others, to feel greater
than others. That is why he wants to have what others
do not have.
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Meditation (continued)

He seeks to be the only one to have or to do cer-
tain things. These are the types of atitude that Je-
sus does not want from his people. That is why he
said in response to John who wanted to prevent the
man who was driving out demons in his name: “Do
not prevent him. There is no one who performs
a mighty deed in my name who can at the same
time speak ill of me.” That is the correction Jesus
makes. At his place would we have done the same?
I wonder! Our society is becoming more and more
permissive because we do not correct and teach
our children, nor each other. We may ask the ques-
tion: What else did Jesus teach?

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who be-
lieve in me to sin, it would be better for him if a
great millstone were put around his neck and he
were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you
to sin cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna

. If your foot causes you to sin, cutit off ...” (Mk
9:45-48) Two great teachings emerge from these
words. Firstly, we should never be the cause of the
spiritual downfall of anyone. In other words, we
should never lead someone either actively or pas-
sively to sin, to do what is against God’s command-
ment or will. Unfortunately, we are many who do
so. Because we do not go to Church, we prevent
others from going by subtle means. Because we do
not get on well with somebody, we don’t want our
children or our friends to move with him or her.
This type of attitude is not Christian.

The second cause of sin may not be somebody
else, but us. In this case we should be able to iden-
tify the real cause of our sin in us and remove it.
This demands some discernment to identify that
cause, some humility to admit and regret it, and
some courage to remove it or cut it off. This radi-
cal change is not easy because of our habits which
have become second nature, and which give us
some pleasures at times, and yet , it is necessary
because as Jesus said, ““ it is better ... to enter into
life maimed or crippled than with two hands (or
two feet) to go into Gehenna.” (Mk9:43-45) Each
of us knows what are the things that easily lead him
or her to sin. Let us ask God to grant us the grace
to be able to cut them off from our lives in order
not to be candidates for Gehenna.
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To God be the Glory!
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[ Credit Restoration Services

Have you ever been denied a loan due to
bad credit or poor credit scores?
Credit Repair is now available in the Virgin Islands.

For more information Call us @ 340-514-4027/340-777-4027

\ Email us @ creditrepairdsure@hotmail.com y
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PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY

Jubilee 2025 - April 21, 2025 to May 1st, 2025

Rome - Vatican, Colosseum, Sistine Chapel...
Assisi - St. Francis’ tomb, St. Claire...

Perugia - St. Lawrence Cathedral, Medieval City..
San Giovanni Rotondo - Padre Pio Sanctuary
Pompeii - Archeological Site...

Naples - Saint Januarius, Cathedral...

Join Bishop Jerome Feudjio on a Diocesan Pilgrimage!
Call today to reserve your spot
D = 340-692-2005

Limited availability!
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Martin G. Emanuel, Sr.
Proprietor

P.O. Box 1484, St. Thomas, VI 00804
Email: emanuelandassociates@hotmail.com
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Good Planning, Long Life and Prosperity
MICHAEL S. TOUSSAINT
MANAGER

mtouss@hotmail.com Cell:340-998-4238

P.0. Box 304822 VDS Cell: 340-643-4767

St. Thomas, U.S.V.1. 00803-4822 Office/Fax 340-776-204(
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Inter-Island Barging & BOYSON, INC.

Tractor Services £.0. BOX 165

“Bridging the Gap” Cruz Bay. St. John.USVI
00830
Tel: (340) 776 6291

CAPT. NOEL BOYNES, Sr. - President
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é Cynthia de Gula Burt, BSMT/RMT
o Medlcal Technologist
Doctors Clinical —
Laboratory S a7y
LABORATORY HOURS
1010 Tenth St. Suite 1 Monday thru Friday

Estate Thomas
A\US Virgin Islands 00802

7:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday 7:00 am-1:00pm 4
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CANINES, CATS, & CRITTERS

Across from Food Center

Full service veterinary care & pet supplies
Low cost spay & neuter

LDr. Laura Boschulte (340) 775-7780
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SACRAMENTS

PASTORAL SERVICES
FOR THE COMMUNITY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

Baptisms are generally held on the last Sunday of the
month. Requests for a different date and time will be
honored to the extent possible. Parents and sponsors
who have not yet received the required baptismal
instruction are expected to do so by attending our
baptismal preparation program. Call the parish office
well in advance so that class arrangements can be made.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

Anyone wishing to have his or her wedding celebrated at
Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral must contact the parish
office 9-12 months prior to the celebration and talk to
a priest for pre-wedding counseling. Please visit our
website www.cathedralvi.org or call us at 340-774-0201.
The Sacrament of Marriage is generally celebrated on a
Saturday between the hours of 11:00AM and 2:00PM.
Please contact the parish priest if you would like a
different time for your wedding, (Note that Saturday
mornings are reserved for cleaning and decorating the
cathedral.)

VISITING AND ANNOINTING THE SICK:

If anyone in your family is sick or shut-in, please inform
the parish office so that we can pray for them and
arrange to visit them. Please note that the hospital does
not notify us when Catholics are in the hospital. Please
call the parish office to inform us of a Catholic in the
hospital who needs to have a priest visit. Thank youl!

FUNERAL MASSES:

Funeral Masses at Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral are
held on the designated day at 9:30AM. Please make
arrangements with the Church office before the funeral
home to assure availability of the date requested. The
Funeral Program should read “Christian Burial” on the
cover. If you would like a different time, please contact
the parish priest. Viewings will not take place inside the
cathedral. Funerals generally are not held on weekends
(Saturday or Sunday).Thank you for your cooperation.

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands
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DAILY WEEKDAY
READINGS

Monday, September 30, 2024
Saint Jerome, Priest & Doctor
First Reading: Job 1: 6-22
Gospel: Matthew 13: 47-52

Tuesday, October 1, 2024
Sainte Thérese of the Child of Jesus, VVirgin
First Reading: Job 3: 1-3, 11-17, 20-23

Gospel: Matthew 18: 1-5

Wednesday, October 2, 2024
The Holy Guardian Angels
First Reading: Job 9: 1-12, 14-16
Gospel: Matthew 18: 1-5, 10

Thursday, October 3, 2024
First Reading: Job 19: 21-27
Gospel: Luke 10: 1-12

Friday, October 4, 2024
Saint Francis of Assisi
First Reading: Job 38: 1, 12-21, 40: 3-5
Gospel: Luke 10: 13-16

Saturday, October 5, 2024
Saint Faustina Kowalska, Virgin,
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest
First Reading: Job 42: 1-3, 5-6, 12-17
Gospel: Luke 10: 17-24

J
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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if you were already there,
and I unite myself wholly to You.Never permit me to
be separated from You. Amen

(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)

Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands September 29, 2024

MASS INTENTIONS

BISHOP’S ANNIVERSARY
We are all cordially invited to celebrate the 34th
riestly anniversary and birthday of our Bishop,
is Excellency gerome Feudjio.” This celebration
will be combined with the 15th priestly ordination
anniversary of Fr. Isaac Agbenohevi. A Holy Mass
will be celebrated at Holy Family Church this after-
noon, at 4 p.m. Following the Mass, refreshments
will be served in the Columban Hall.

SATURDAY, September 28, 2024
7:00AM {Mary L. Jean Baptiste - Rb. family & friends

4:30PM

SUNDAY, September 29, 2024
7:00AM Vernon Edmee - Rb. family

8:30AM Bishop Jerome Feudjio - Rb. Bernadine
Respecting the Bishop’s wishes, all gifts are request- | 10:00AM Ariel Fartington - Rb. Hollie Ann Bass
ed to be in the form of cash or checks. All dona-
tions and gifts from this anniversary celebration will
be directed entirely towards the ongoing support
of Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School. Each of us
is encouraged to be present and join the Bishop on
this special occasion.

12:15PM

MONDAY, September 30, 2024
7:00AM Bishop Jerome Feudjio - Rb. Bernadine

Eustace JnBaptiste - Rb. his wife and children
T Ann Leonide Olive - Rb. Charles Olive

TUESDAY, October 1, 2024

PARISH COUNCIL 7:00AM {Mary L. Jean Baptiste - Rb. family & friends

There will be a parish council meeting on Thurs-
day, October 3, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the Hospitality

Lounge. WEDNESDAY, October 2, 2024

7:00AM {Mary L. Jean Baptiste - Rb. family & friends

WOMEN’S RETREAT

We are inviting all women to a Women’s Retreat
that will take place on Saturday, October 5th, 2024
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help. Beginning with confessions at 9:30
a.m. Come and join us by taking a sacred pause to
reconnect your spirit ang our Lord, as we reflect,
restore, ang nurture our souls together.

12:15PM

THURSDAY, October 2, 2024
7:00AM tMary L. Jean Baptiste - Rb. family & friends

FRIDAY, October 3, 2024
7:00AM + Harold A. Lynch St. - Rb. the Lynch family

SATURDAY, October 4, 2024
7:00AM tMary L. Jean Baptiste - Rb. family and friends

DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC
WOMEN USVI

Save the date for the St. Thomas/St. John Conven-
tion on Sunday, October 27, 2024, to be held at the
Columban Hall at the Holy Family Catholic Church

from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

4:30PM

HURRICANE PRAYER

God, All-powerful Father, Christ, Our Savior, Spirit of Love, You reveal yourself in the depths of our being, drawing
us to share in Your life and love. Be near to the people formed in Your image, close to the world Your love brings to
life. Save us from all harm, draw us ever closer to You as we confidently seek Your protection from the destructive
force of all storms which frighten us. Let every hurricane or natural threat of disaster serve only to blow us ever more
securely into Your loving, merciful embrace. We ask this, Father, with the intercession of the Virgin Mother, Mary,
Lady of all Nations, through your Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen

ORACION DEL HURACAN

Dios, Padre todopoderoso, Cristo, Salvador nuestro, Espiritu de amor, T te revelas en lo mas profundo de nuestro

ser, atrayéndonos a compartir tu vida y tu amor. Este cerca de las personas formadas a Tu imagen, cerca del mundo
ue Tu amor trae a la vida. Salvanos de todo dafio, acércate cada vez mas hacia nosotros mientras buscamos con con-
anza Tu proteccién de la fuerza destructiva de todas las tormentas que nos asustan. Que cada huracan o amenaza

natural de desastre sirva sélo para llevarnos cada vez mas seguros a Tu abrazo amoroso y misericordioso. Esto te lo

pedimos, Padre, con la intercesion de la Virgen Madre, Maria, Sefiora de todos los Pueblos, por tu Hijo, Jesucristo, y

el Espiritu Santo, un solo Dios, por los siglos de los siglos. Amén
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Vigésimo sexto domingo del tiempo ordinario

Primera lectura: Numeros 11, 25-29

Salmo responsorial: Salmo 19, 8. 10. 12-14

Segunda lectura: Santiago 5, 1-6

\ Evangelio: Marcos 9, 38-43. 45. 47-48 Y,

Meditacion
por: Padre Joseph Nguele Toko

“La obra del espiritu no puede ser limitada por nadie.”

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

En la liturgia de hoy, vemos que Jesus sigue utilizando la misma
metodologia que los domingos anteriores para ensefiar a sus dis-
cipulos. Aprovecha la oportunidad de sus errores para hacer cor-
recciones y enseflar. Una mirada atenta a ellos nos ayudara a ver
nuestros propios errores y entender la mente de Cristo y su ense-
fianza. En primer lugar, nos preguntamos qué error justificé la
correccion de Cristo.

“Maestro, vimos a alguien que expulsaba demonios en tu nom-
bre, y tratamos de impedirselo porque no nos sigue”. Este es Juan
hablando a Jests. Pens6 que Jesus lo elogiarfa por hacer eso, fero
Fam su mayor sorpresa, se dio cuenta de que Jests no estaba de su
ado. Esto nos hace pensar en la primera lectura de hoy del Libro
de los Nimeros que nos cuenta una historia similar. De hecho,
Eldad y Medad son dos ancianos que se quedaron en el campa-
mento y no estaban en la reunion; y sin embargo, también ellos
recibieron el espiritu y pudieron profetizar en el campamento, al
igual que los sesenta y ocho ancianos que estaban en la reunion
con Moisés y sobre los cuales reposé el espiritu. Cuando un jo-
ven se dio cuenta de esto, fue rapidamente a Moisés para decirle:
“Eldad y Medad estan profetizando en el campamento”. Esta era
una queja indirecta. Otro joven llamado Josué que era ayudante de
Moisés dijo: “jMoisés, mi sefior, deténlos!” Pero se nos dice que
Moisés les respondio: “¢Estan celosos por mi? {Ojala que todo el
pueblo del Sefior fuera profetal jOjald que el Sefior les diera su
espiritu a todos!”

Las dos historias anteriores muestran que el hombre a menudo
tiene celos de su hermano o hermana innecesariamente, simple-
mente porque no qluiere verlo hacer las mismas cosas, tener las
mismas cualidades, la misma fuerza, las mismas o mas gracias de
Dios. Como vimos el domingo pasado, el hombre tiene una ten-
dencia natural a dominar a igos demas, a sentirse superior a los
demas. Por eso quiere tener lo que los demas no tienen. El busca
ser el Gnico en tener o hacer ciertas cosas. Estos son los tipos
de actitudes que Jesus no quiere de su pueblo. Por eso, le dijo en
respuesta a Juan que queria impedir que el hombre que expulsaba
demonios en su nombre lo hiciera: “No se lo impidais. No hay
nadie que haga un milagro en mi nombre que pueda al mismo
tiempo hablar mal de mi”. Esa es la correcciéon que hace Jesus.
¢En su lugar habriamos hecho lo mismo? Me pregunto! Nuestra
sociedad se estd volviendo cada vez mas permisiva porque no cor-
regimos ni ensefiamos a nuestros hijos, ni a los demas. Podemos
preguntarnos: ¢Qué mas ensefid Jesus?

Santo Tomas en Islas Virgenes

29 de septiembre de 2024

meditacion continua

“A cualquiera que haga pecar a uno de estos pequefios que
creen en mi, mejor le serfa si le pusieran una gran piedra de
molino alrededor del cuello y lo arrojaran al mar. Si tu mano
te hace pecar, cortala. “Es mejor para ti entrar en la vida
manco que ir con dos manos a la Gehena... Si tu pie te es
ocasion de caer, cortalo...” (Mc 9,45-48) De estas palabras se
desprenden dos grandes ensefianzas. En primer lugar, nunca
debemos ser causa de la caida espiritual de nadie. En otras pa-
labras, nunca debemos llevar a nadie, ni activa ni pasivamente,
a pecar, a hacer lo que estd en contra del mandamiento o de
la voluntad de Dios. Desgraciadamente, somos muchos los
que lo hacemos. Como no vamos a la Iglesia, impedimos que
otros vayan por medios sutiles. Como no nos llevamos bien
con alguien, no queremos que nuestros hijos o nuestros ami-
gos se muden con €l o ella. Este tipo de actitud no es cristiana.
La segunda causa del pecado puede no ser otra persona,
sino nosotros mismos. En este caso deberfamos ser capaces
de identificar la causa real de nuestro pecado en nosotros y
eliminarla. Esto exige un poco de discernimiento para iden-
tificar esa causa, un poco de humildad para admitirlo y arre-
pentirse, y un 1poco de valor para eliminatlo o cortarlo. Este
cambio radical no es facil por nuestros habitos que se han
convertido en una segunda naturaleza y que nos dan placer
a veces, y sin embargo, es necesario porque como dijo Jesus,
“es mejor... entrar en la vida manco o cojo que con dos ma-
nos (o dos Eies) ir a la Gehena” (Mc 9,43-45). Cada uno de
nosotros sabe cudles son las cosas que lo llevan facilmente a
pecar. Pidamos a Dios que nos conceda la gracia de poder
cortarlas de nuestra vida para no ser candidatos a la Gehena.

ANUNCIOS

1. Catequesis para ninos* tiene lugar todos los do-
mingos a las 10:50 am.

2. Catequesis para adultos y estudios biblicos* seran
dirigidos por el Padre Marcel todos los viernes a las
6:00PM.

3. Confesiones todos los domingos* seran de 11:30
AM a 11:55AM, antes de la celebraciéon eucaristica.

4. Octubre es el mes del Rosario,* cada dia diferentes
familias recibiran la bendicién de recibir la imagen
peregrina y rezar el rosario. La imagen permanecera
las 24 horas en el hogar.

5. Consejo parroquial
El jueves 3 de octubre de 2024 a las 5:00 p. m. se
llevara a cabo una reunién del consejo parroquial en
el salén de recepcion.

NUESTRA IGLESIA Y NUESTRA
ESCUELA SON AMBIENTES SEGUROS:
Todos estamos comprometidos con la proteccién
de los nifios en nuestras instituciones.
Si nota algtin comportamiento nocivo hacia nuestros hijos, no
dude en ponerse en contacto con nosotros lo antes posible.
gracias.

OUR CHURCH AND OUR SCHOOL
ARE SAFE ENVIRONMENTS:
We are all committed to the protection of
the children in our institutions. If you notice any
harmful behavior toward our children, do not
hesitate to contact us as soon as possible. Thank you.

Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral

SECOND COLLECTION
WILL BE TAKEN AS FOLLOWS:

September 29 - Priests’ Retirement Fund
October 6 - Music Ministry

OFFERTORY / OFERTORIO
1 7 LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY AMOUNTED TO:
LA OFRENDA DE LA SEMANA PASADA SUMO  T)unk

=/

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 12:15PM $47.00

N

E-GIVING:

Please fill out the E-Giving Enrollment Form at the parish office,
if you prefer to send your offertory donations using automatic pay-
ments from:

* your Checking/Saving account. * your PayPal account.

KEEP OUR SICK & SHUT-INS IN PRAYER

\_/

September 29, 2024

The Month of ’S?Lp;glmzhlgr is gﬁgiga;?g to:
Sawmnt Michael the Archange

and the Holy Angels

SEPTEMBER 22, 2024 Jon
Jfor your
donation! Sunday., September 8th:
4:30PM S 557.00 $  84.00 . Feast of the J\fatwn!y of the Virgin Mary
7:00AM $  786.00 $  205.00 Gracias
8:30AM S 850.00 $  261.00 o 51t
10:00AM  § 1176.00 $  357.00 f i
12:15PM S _605.00 S __143.00 onacion. r mber 14th:
TOTAL  §$3974.00 $ 1,050.00 Feast of the Glorious Cross

r mber 21st:
Feast of Sairit Matthew the Apostle

and Evangelist

Monday, September 23rd:
Feast orf Saint Padre Pio

n mber 29th:
Feast of t%q ﬂrc%an els
Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING PARISHIONERS: M j—"'e'as 5 al’}’{?]e 1'; Omeh:
HOME OR ROY SCHNEIDER

NURSING HOME HOSPITAL Blessed month of F%p;gm%gr!

LENO ABRAHAM : . _ Mavy Grace and Peace be
The hospital does not notify us when Catholics 7 i

1}:%%111]\ II%I/“\]IE\INDRFWS are in tl}fe hospital. P/mxeﬁm// the fm'x/j office N mu t}’p[le CQtO cy['ou m tcl/j' fei .
{:LbW’IN ARROYO to inform us of a Catholic in the wzz'ta who ame of our Lord Jesus rvist
MONICA BERKELEY needs to have a priest visit. Thank you!

EDRIS CALLWOOD
CHARLES CLASSEN
AUSSELITA DE FREITAS
DELITA DELAGARDE
PRISCA DAVIS

DARIL EVANS
MICHAEL FARRINGTON
JOKATA GARCIA |
MERCEDES GARCIA
WILFRED GARDIER
ETLA V. GASKIN

Sy

OFF-ISLAND

BISHOP HERBERT A. BEVARD
FR. SIMON PETER OPIRA
FR. JOHN SOLOMON
RENEL BREDY

Novenas

) September 18th: )
begin the Novena to Saint Padre Pio

) ;gg%gm!zgr 20th:
begin the Novena to Archangel

E:RIC GRAF ) JOYCE CORREA , HS%M
GIRLIE HEYWOOD CELESTINE DAVIS 66g n the ovena to Arc ﬁang el
MILDRED HODGE FITZROY CYRIL EUGENE
gggg JIz}EL\éIESA e LAVERNE FRANCIS mber 22nd:
BERECIA LEWIS N begin the Novena to Therese of Lisieux
GRACIELA MILLIN LOUISE HASSELL ARMSTRONG (October 1st feast day)
S\LX?%T&:OT [IJ{L%CN)OI ENAAR DR. ALFRED O. HEATH

j JOSEPH HODGE mber 25th:
JOSEPH MORRELL ! & : ) SﬁJSJ_e_EL_ )
LEIDA PIZARRO ROSE MARIE JOSEPH begin the Novena to Saint Francis
SONIA PIZARRO RITA KING oOf Assisi (October 4tﬁfeast cfay)
WALTON RAVARIERE STEPHANY LOUZAN
PHYLLIS RORNEY JOSEPHINE NOCH September 28th:
PETRONA STANISLAUS N begin the Novena to Our Lady of the
CECILIA HILL-THOMAS MIRIAM GARCIA RIJO Rosary (October 7th feast day)
LESTEL TURBE

CHARLES VANTERPOOL
JOHN H. VENZEN
RUTH WALCOTT

LOURDEN T. RIVERA
ROSE ROBERTS
VENIA SAKHRANI
CARLOS SANCHEZ
CESAR JULIO TIRADO
LIAN VAZQUEZ



