The Life of

Thomas Peacock
By Natalie Igunbor

Early Years
Thomas Peacock1 was born March 4, 1829 in Bishopstone, Buckinghamshire,
England.2 He was the son of James Peacock and Sarah Mott. Bishopstone is a small hamlet
just under a mile from Stone, where the parish church is located. Stone is about 50 miles
northwest of London. At the time of Thomas’ birth, the population of Stone was about 750.
He and his siblings were christened at the Anglican parish church, St. John the Baptist in
Stone.
Life in England in the early nineteenth century was not easy. In the rural countryside,
labourers would hire out their services to land owners, sometimes for a year, sometimes just
for a harvesting season. They would live in rented cottages, often owned by the same
landowners. Many of them would also farm
a small plot of rented land to help them
subsist. The 1841 British Census lists
James Peacock, Thomas’ father, as an
agricultural laborer, age 45.3 James was
more skilled than the typical worker, though,
as he could read and write. One way we
know this is because James signed his own
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Although FamilySearch lists his name as Thomas James Peacock, Sr., every document of his life,
from his christening record to his tombstone, including his biography, list him as Thomas Peacock.
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Church of England, Parish Church of Stone (Buckinghamshire), “Parish Registers for Stone,
1538-1882,” p. 45, Entry No. 359, Thomas Peacock born 4 March 1829; FHL Microfilm 1042440
Image 233.
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1841 U.K. census, Stone, Buckinghamshire, p. 28, James Peacock; Ancestry.com “1841 England
Census” [database on-line].
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name in the marriage banns book when he married Sarah.4
There in Bishopstone, James and Sarah had six children: William, James, Joseph,
Thomas, Charles, Sarah, and Eliza. Thomas’ younger sister, Sarah, died in August 1841 at
the age of seven.5 Thomas was 12 years old at the time.

In 1847, when Thomas was 18 years old, he immigrated to America with his parents
and siblings.6 Only one brother, James, stayed in England with his wife and two young
children at the time.7 The rest of the Peacock clan settled in upstate New York, where
Thomas became an American citizen.8 He found work as a farm hand in the area.9

Marriage and the Civil War
Thomas married Margaret Matilda Bogardus in September 1854.10 He was 25 years
old, and she was one month away from her 17th birthday. The small town where they lived
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1841; FHL Microfilm 1042440 Image 387.
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1851 U.K. census, Stone, Buckinghamshire, p. 41, James Peacock; Ancestry.com “1851 England
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1855 New York State census, Keene, Essex, p.21, Thomas Peacock; FHL Microfilm 866320.
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1850 U.S. census, Crown Point, Essex, New York, Thomas Peacock in household of James
Hutchinson; database with images, Ancestry.com.
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1855 New York State census, Keene, Essex, p.21, Thomas Peacock; FHL Microfilm 866320.
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was Keene, Essex County, New York. Keene is 120 miles north of Albany, NY in the
Adirondack Mountains. Margaret had been raised in Keene, where her father David Henry
Bogardus farmed and kept the local hotel.11 After her marriage, the couple stayed in Keene,
where Thomas continued farming to support his new wife. They lived on a farm adjoining her
father.12 Soon, their little family began to grow, and they were blessed with the birth of their
first two children, Priscilla Winona and
Charles John.13
The Civil War began on April 12,
1861, when Confederate troops attacked
Fort Sumter. On the first of October,
1861, at the age of 32, Thomas Peacock
enlisted in the Union Army. He was
mustered in as an officer, the 4th
sergeant of Company I in the 77th
Regiment of the New York Infantry Volunteers.14 He walked 38 miles to rendezvous with his
company.15 That first winter, the regiment joined the Army of the Potomac, defending
Washington, D.C.16 In practicality, that first winter was spent in preparations, drills, and sham
battles. The Company Clothing Book for Company I has survived. It shows that during his
service, Thomas Peacock spent just over $20 on clothing, most of it during that first winter in
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were organized in the state of New York..,” New York State Military Museum [online].
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ibid.
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Federal Pub. Co., 1908. volume II, New York State Military Museum [online].
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Washington D.C.17 The book also contains his signature and that his account was settled in
full.18

That spring, the NY 77th Infantry saw plenty of action. It was active in all the major
battles of the Civil War in the region. Initially, they fought in Yorktown, Williamsburg,
Mechanicsville, and Harrison’s Landing.19 A month after the Harrison’s Landing campaign,
on August 3, 1862, Thomas Peacock was honorably discharged for disability.20 Though the
cause of the disability is undocumented, it is providential that he was released. One month
later, the NY 77th Infantry marched into the Battle of Antietam, the bloodiest day in American
history. There they suffered their first major losses, with 32 men wounded or killed.21 Being
discharged a month earlier might have saved Thomas Peacock’s life.

A Pioneer Family
After his service in the Civil War, Thomas and Margaret Peacock didn’t stay long in
New York. It was a pioneering time in our nation’s history, with opportunities ready to be
grasped. The Peacocks were soon traveling all over the mid-west frontier of America. Both
Thomas’ biography and Margaret’s obituary tell of their wanderings across the country, first
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Carlos Rowe, Company clothing [1865], New York State Military Museum [online], Thomas
Peacock, image 10.
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Museum [online].
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“77th Battles and Casualties Civil War New York,” Frederick Phisterer, ed., New York in the War of
the Rebellion (3rd ed., Albany: J. B. Lyon Company, 1912), New York State Military Museum [online].
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moving to Minnesota, then back to New York, then on to Wisconsin, Iowa, and finally
Nebraska.22

When Thomas returned from his service in the Civil War, he and Margaret made their
first big move, to Fillmore County, Minnesota. Although we don’t know what prompted the
move to Minnesota, around this same time Thomas’ brother Joseph Peacock moved to the
same area with his family and their parents.23 While Thomas and Margaret weren’t exactly
next door neighbors to his brother, the two families lived relatively close, about 100 miles
apart, in adjoining counties.
Throughout this time, they struggled to grow and raise their family on the plains. In
all, Thomas and Margaret had nine children, eight of whom are known.24 Only five children
lived to adulthood. Their first two children, Priscilla and Charles, born in New York, passed
away within two weeks of each other in the fall of 1863 in Minnesota.25 Priscilla was seven
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Compendium of Reminiscence of Western Nebraska: Thomas Peacock, deceased, p. 544-546. And
Obituary: Margaret M. Bogardus
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1870 U.S. census, Newburg, Fillmore, Minnesota, p. 13, Joseph Peacock; FamilySearch database
with images [on-line].
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The biography of Thomas Peacock and obituary of Margaret Peacock both list that they had 9
children. No records have been found for a ninth child. It was probably born between 1858-63 or
between 1870-74.
25
As recorded in FamilySearch, no sources attached.
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years old, and Charles had just turned six. So, after nine years of marriage, the Peacocks
found themselves a childless couple.
However, the Peacocks were soon blessed with two more sons, Ulysses Simpson
Grant Peacock (who went by Grant), and David H. B. Peacock. Soon after David’s birth, the
family returned to their old home in New York, “but remained only a year, as the east had lost
its charm.”26 They moved to Omro, Wisconsin, where they had a daughter. They named her
after her mother, Margaret Matilda.

After two years in Wisconsin, the small family moved again. This time their travels
took them to Greene County, Iowa. Again, this was close to Thomas’ parents and brother.
Greene County is on the border with Iowa and Minnesota, just south of where Joseph
Peacock was living. Shortly after moving there, however, Thomas’ parents, James and
Sarah passed away within a year of each other. But Thomas and Margaret’s family
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Compendium of Reminiscence of Western Nebraska: Thomas Peacock, deceased, p. 544-546.
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continued to grow. They had two more sons, Thomas James, born in 1875, and Roscoe
George, born in 1877. Roscoe lived only a few months before he passed away.
Thomas did quite well in Iowa. In 1871, Thomas Peacock bought 10 acres of land for
$300 in hand, just outside of Jefferson, Greene, Iowa.27 Three years later, he bought 20
more adjoining acres.28 He had gone from being born a pauper’s son in England to marrying
a respectable girl with roots going back to the founding of the continent, growing a family,
serving honorably as a soldier for his new country, and owning and farming 30 acres of land,
all by the time he was 45 years old.
Thomas stayed in Greene County, Iowa for five more years. Then, the bug to move
struck him again. This time, the 49-year-old Thomas and family (Margaret, Grant, David,
Margaret Jr. and Thomas Jr.) headed for former Indian Territory in Nebraska. In March 1879,
they sold their land in Iowa for $25029 and took their family west in two wagons with two
teams of horses.30 They settled on some land 240 miles northwest of Omaha, near the
Niobrara river. For the first few months, they lived in a tent made from the covers of the
wagons, while Thomas built a log cabin for them.31 Thomas and his family continued to work
hard and grow their homestead, and in a few years, he had a prosperous estate.
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Greene County Iowa, “Land Deeds 1854-1938,” Thomas Peacock Grantee, Volume N, 406,
recorded 16 September 1871; FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/008585793?i=209&cat=19419 accessed 31 January 2019).
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Greene County Iowa, “Land Deeds 1854-1938,” Thomas Peacock Grantee, Volume 26, 423,
recorded 17 March 1879; FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C37P-564Z?i=217&cat=19419 accessed 31
January 2019).
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Greene County Iowa, “Land Deeds 1854-1938,” Thomas Peacock Grantor, Volume 27, 435,
recorded 12 March 1880; FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C37P-5FQ8?i=551&cat=19419 accessed 31
January 2019).
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Rev. Thomas Peacock, “Trail to Nebraska in April ‘79 Was Not Easy One but Interesting,” 21 March
1960; image, FamilySearch, Thomas James Peacock, Jr. [KFNQ-1G4], Memories
(https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/62782627?p=19617530&returnLabel=Thomas%20Jam
es%20Peacock%20Jr%20(KFNQ-1G4)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree
%2Fperson%2Fmemories%2FKFNQ-1G4 accessed 31 January 2019).
31
ibid.
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“The Peacock homestead forms an extensive estate of four hundred acres, with
about sixty under active cultivation. There is a fine grove of forest trees, and over
a hundred fruit trees, with sixty vines of improved varieties of grapes. One
hundred and twenty acres are devoted to tree culture, and ample fuel for all
purposes is furnished to the dwellers on the farm.”32
A year and a half after moving to Nebraska, their last baby was born, a little girl they
named Harriet (Hattie) Maria. She was the first white baby born on the Plains, and they
named the local community Mariaville in honor of her.33
Both Thomas and Margaret Peacock were upright members of their community.
Thomas is described as being honorable, faithful, industrious, and a loyal and patriotic
citizen.34 He cultivated his land, and in the winter, would haul timber and freight for the Indian
agency.35 He was a republican, and active in local public affairs, including helping to form the
school districts.36 Margaret is remembered as being faithful and affectionate, who always
doing her best to make her home bright and cheerful.37 She was the local midwife and was
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Rev. Thomas Peacock, “Winter of 1879-1880 Nice One but Winter of ‘80-’81 Terrible,” 23 March
1960; image, FamilySearch, Thomas James Peacock, Jr. [KFNQ-1G4], Memories
(https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/62782473?p=19617530&returnLabel=Thomas%20Jam
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quite skilled at helping the pioneer women in childbirth.38 Margaret was a cheerful, happy
soul who loved having friends over and met everyone with a word of happiness and good
cheer.39
Neighbors on the plains were few and far between, and the Peacock home was
always open to anyone in need of food or rest. The very first visitor they had at their tent on
the plains was the horse and cattle rustler, Doc Middleton. He was riding past and asked for
some chewing tobacco. Thomas Jr. recalls that his dad said that he only had smoking
tobacco, but if Doc wanted some, he was welcome to it. Doc said, “Anything to make the spit
come.” He took some and a short time later, rode away. They found out later that the man
was Doc Middleton, but the rustler never bothered them or any of the early settlers.40 Later,
Margaret, who was a midwife for the women in the area, attended to Doc Middleton’s wife.41
Their final brush with the rustler came a few years later when the Peacocks fed the posse
which were passing through to take Doc Middleton to jail.42
The early settlers looked out for each other in their times of need, and the Peacocks
were steadfast in following that rule. The second winter they lived there, 1880-81, was
particularly harsh. Thomas Jr. recalled the following incident:
One night when a terrible storm was raging and our family was all enjoying the
evening. . .my sister said, “I heard something that sounded like the shot from a
gun.” No one else heard it but they all listened and soon another sound came like
the shot of a gun. Father said, “Someone is lost!” He opened the south door of
the old ong house and taking down his old Army musket, fired a shot in the air. It
was soon answered by another shot about a quarter of a mile south. He then took
the little 56-56 carbine and fired shot after shot and that little gun left a streak of
fire in the storm. Soon three men came in, leading a team of horses. They had
become lost and had missed the road which went right by our house...They
stayed all night and the next day...Had it not been that my sister had [heard] that
gunshot, those men and their team would have perished that night.43

38

ibid.
ibid.
40
Rev. Thomas Peacock, “Trail to Nebraska in April ‘79 Was Not Easy One but Interesting,” 21 March
1960.
41
Obituary: Margaret M. Bogardus.
42
Compendium of Reminiscence of Western Nebraska: Thomas Peacock, deceased, p. 544-546.
43
Rev. Thomas Peacock, “Winter of 1879-1880 Nice One but Winter of ‘80-’81 Terrible,” 23 March
1960.
39

Page 10

In 1882, the Mariaville post office opened. It served as the region’s post office and
hotel. The Peacocks hospitality knew no bounds. Morning, noon, or night, travelers in need
could find food and rest at their home.44 The largest group they fed was 75 pioneers on their
way to parts farther west.45 Thomas ran the hotel and post office throughout his life.46

Thomas Peacock passed away at the age of 63, at his home in Mariaville on 18
October 1892.47 Margaret continued to live at the homestead, with her son David and his
family. She passed away 11 March 1932 at the age of 94.48 Their lives of industry and
generosity left a lasting mark on their community and a noble example for all their posterity
to follow.
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