The Episcopal Church is striking,
particularly because of the rituals
that we participate in. The
prayers we are saying are spoken
through time by Anglicans
around the world. It’s like a time
warp, and you come as an
individual, but become part of a
collective force of people, all
speaking the same words as part
of the same ritual. It’s a
comforting feeling to know that
others are experiencing the same
thing at that moment, and
that you are grateful for Jesus
coming. It makes you feel that
you are becoming part of the
ritual.

-

Annual Meeting
·
·
·
·
·
- -

-

Communications Newsletter/Facebook - Melody Oliphant
Website - Steve Oliphant; Melody Oliphant
Radio/Press - Carole Van Hook

the Bishop’s Committee

The Rev. Peter Van Hook’s Retirement Party
Peter’s Retirement Party came sooner than any of us had planned. We all pulled
together and planned and presented a party that Peter loved.
Deacon Craig Kline flew in from Kansas. Many of his family members, and friends
from the Diocese came to celebrate with him. Linda Walton, Peter’s long time
friend who was more like a sister, spoke about Peter and what an important part
of her life and our life he was.
Steven Nordstrom, on behalf of all at SMC, gave Peter a framed picture of himself
while performing a Eucharistic service along with a plaque of the date he served
us at SMC - it is a twin of the framed picture that we also kept here at SMC that
will be hung in the library.

On Friday the 2nd, the Redd’s let us come to their home for dinner and conversation. On Saturday the 3rd, we got down to business. We discussed the direction
that we wanted St Mary’s to go and some things we wanted to implement. During
the discussion, each member of the Bishop’s Committee members volunteered to
head up and organize one of the several of the events throughout the year. In addition to those activities, there were other opportunities that presented themselves, too.
Here are the events that we felt were important to St Mary’s Church:
Shrove Tuesday, Feb 13th:
In 2018, St. Mary's invited our friends at the Provo Community Church United
Church of Christ (PCCUCC) and St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Orem to
host a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner to benefit the Food and Care Coalition,
and Steven Nordstrom headed up the event.
St. Mary's, along with these two other churches, began the ministry that would become the Food and Care Coalition from our own kitchen, starting out by serving a
meal once a week from our own kitchen and Parish Hall. The Food and Care Coalition works hard to alleviate and help solve many insidious issues of poverty, hunger, and homelessness here in Utah County. Mayor Michelle Kaufusi and F&CC
Executive Director Brent Crane came to our event, as did the girls from Heritage
School that help us each month with serving lunch at F&CC. We earned around
$500 at the event, which we gave to the F&CC to support their operations. We
plan on doing this event again this year.

4th of July Parking Lot Fundraiser
Early in the morning of July 4th, Robert Redd, Mary Allen, and Kim Despain
showed up at the parking lot of St Mary’s Church to ask for donations from those
who parked in SMC’s parking lot while they enjoyed Provo’s 4th of July Festivities.
Bottled water, donated by Taran Bhagat, was handed out to those who parked in
the church parking lot. The $310 that was raised will be used to pay for the upkeep of St. Mary's Church.
July 24th B-B-Q Food & Care Coalition As is our longstanding tradition on Pioneer Day, St. Mary's Church provided a barbecue for hungry and homeless people who come for a meal at the Food and
Care Coalition on Utah’s Pioneer day; this year, Joshua Johns headed-up the
event. Jim Meador set up his grill and the congregation prepared hot dogs and
hamburgers in abundance, along with all the best side dishes and desserts for a
summer barbecue. Rev. Peter Van Hook helped cook and serve some of the
meats, as well as to greet and have conversations with the guests who attended.
In 2018 we served 100 guests and donated 180 lbs of food to the F&CC.

April 15th: Flourish Bakery Sunday
The Rev. Aimee Altizer & our own Deacon Sandra Jones organized a wonderful
Eucharist and fellowship for us. All who worked at Flourish bakery came to St
Mary’s and told about how the bakery has helped them learn skills during their
paid internship and also created a secure community for them to lean on as they
are getting their lives back on track while in recovery from substance abuse disorders and working to reintegrate their lives after a period of incarceration. After Eucharist, delicious food was available for all during fellowship, and there were also
more baked goods to purchase.

August 19th, St. Mary’s Day
Picnic On Sunday, August 26th, our entire
congregation headed up to Vivian
Park/South Fork Picnic Grounds in
Provo Canyon to have our Annual
St Mary’s Day Picnic.
Jim Meador headed up the event.
As is tradition, he reserved the spot,
fired up the grill and provided the
meat (lovingly dubbed “roadkill”) for
the picnic, and the members of the
congregation brought side dishes,
desserts, drinks, great company &
conversation, and, as always, had a
wonderful time.

Ministry Fair On Sunday, May 6th, after Eucharist, all of us gathered in the Parish Hall to talk
about the ministries that we serve. Many of us stood and told about our ministries
to make everyone aware of all of the ways that we serve each other at St Mary’s
Church. This was a listing of those who served in those ministries on that day:
F&CC - Steven Nordstrom; Josh Johns
Community Garden - Ginny Sivak
Adult Education
Sunday Morning Discussion Group - Robert Redd; Shaunna Gage; Mary Allen
Tuesday Night Discussion Group - Rev. Peter Van Hook
Children's Ministry - Matt Holst; Siji Abraham; Louisa Heiny
Prayer Group
Centering Prayer - Dcn. Sandra Jones
Email Prayer Chain - Anna Birkedahl
Hospitality
Fellowship - Lila Anderson; Patricia Castelli; Dave Castelli
Welcoming - Patricia Castelli
Sunday Worship
Readers & Ushers - Stan King; Roy Varghese
Altar Guild - Shaunna Gage; Roy Varghese; Melody Oliphant
Licensed Lay Ministries - Mary Allen; Melody Oliphant
Eucharist Bread Bakers - Dave Castelli; Roy Varghese; Steven Nordstrom; Arlene
Dutro
Acolytes - Rohit and Roshan
Music
CMOP - Serena Benish
Choir - Dallin Baldwin
Office Volunteers - Trisha Young

September - Provo PRIDE On Saturday, September 15th,
SMC celebrated Provo PRIDE with
the community. Shaunna Gage
headed up the event and was
helped enormously by Terese Condon-Yost & Harold Yost, Robert
Redd & Mary Allen, Steve Oliphant,
Lila Anderson, & Michael Ryan.
Some stayed only for an hour or so
and some stayed all day, even with the smoke from all of the mountain fires heavy
in the air.
Their efforts did not go unnoticed however. Several people in our community were
made aware of St. Mary's inclusion, welcoming, and acceptance, and some even
came to worship at SMC.
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Community Garden Blessing & Harvest We inaugurated our garden’s third season with the Blessing of St. Mary’s Community Garden service
on Sunday, May 6th, led by Ginny Sivak. Directly following our Eucharist service, congregants were
led in procession around our 18 garden boxes to petition our Creator for a robust harvest and to commit ourselves to sharing our garden’s bounty with those in need. Over the course of the growing season, we harvested–and donated–hundreds of pounds of produce. In the fall we gathered again on
Sunday, October 7, this time led by Lon Young to surround our bountiful community garden and conduct a Gratitude for the Harvest celebration.
The Blessing of the Animals
A few of us gathered in front of the church on Saturday, October 13th in honor of St. Francis of Assisi.
Melody Oliphant led us in prayer over our pets and praise to God of Creation. It was a beautiful day
and a wonderful way to remember and celebrate the furry friends that we have in our lives and to give
thanks to God for them.
"Ending Child Homelessness" Sunday
On Sunday, October 21st, St. Mary's Church had its Noisy Bucket Sunday & took up a collection in response to CORC's "Ending Child Homelessness" campaign.
Cleaning supplies were purchased, quilts were made, stuffed animals were lovingly purchased, and all
of these things will be given to a family in our area getting a new start in a new home with help from
the Center for Women and Children in Crisis in Orem.

the

Deacon

This past year has brought many changes to St. Mary’s, the retirement and
passing of a beloved priest, the loss of members due to moves, life
changes and sadly, death. Throughout these changes the congregation
has held together, supporting each other in the grieving while moving
forward. It has been a joy to watch the members and leaders of St. Mary’s
step up and maintain our worship services and our annual celebrations
with the support and encouragement of the two Deacons—Copeland and
me. St. Mary’s has held the Blessing of the Animals, Morning Prayer with
the addition of Evening Prayer, our annual picnic, and there are plans for a
pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday next month. In addition, St. Mary’s
presence in the greater community continues through Steven Nordstrom,
our Senior Warden who attends community meetings and events; through
the work of a dedicate group of laity who represented St. Mary’s at Provo’s
Pride Festival - a first time occurrence and surely not the last; and through
the Community Music Outreach Program, which invited local leaders to be
participants in our annual Advent Lessons and Carols. The Community
Music Outreach Program also provides for other special musical services
and events held throughout the year.
My ministry at St. Mary’s this past year has included pastoral visits to
homes, the hospital, the county jail and skilled nursing facilities. Centering
Prayer continues as a monthly gathering on the fourth Sunday and holds
the possibility for more frequent meetings lead by laity. I continue to serve
at Food & Care Coalition every second Sunday, preparing the noon meal,
conducting a Eucharist service and sitting with and getting to know our
guests. This year has been a treat as I have had the privilege to work with
and learn from The Rev. Copeland Johnston as he serves St. Mary’s as a
transitional deacon.

my many titles include Board member, Chaplain, Volunteer Coordinator,
and most importantly “a Human Being”. In April, The Rev. Aimee Altizer
and I, along with the interns brought Flourish Bakery to St. Mary’s to share
the work that Flourish is doing with those in recovery from substance
abuse disorders while reintegrating their lives after a period of
incarceration. My commitment to the Coalition of Religious Communities
(CORC) has been a way for me to expand my work with social justice
issues that affect those living on the margins. During the past two years,
St. Mary’s has participated with congregations throughout the Salt Lake
Valley in CORC’s End Childhood Homelessness Sabbath an opportunity
that brings awareness of the impact of homelessness on children to
congregations during their worship service. This year, End Childhood
Homelessness Sabbath was held in October in conjunction with National
Domestic Violence Awareness Month; domestic violence is a leading
cause of childhood homelessness. Partnering with the Center for Women
and Children in Crisis in Orem, St. Mary’s held an informative service with
the presence of Holly Johnson, the Director of The Housing Stability for
Survivors Project and Bill Tibbetts, Director of CORC. Through the
generous donation of household goods (along with some special treats) by
members of St. Mary’s one of the families working with The Housing
Stability for Survivors Project was able to move into and set up their new
home.
As with all of us, I do not know what the future holds but I do believe that
God continues to offer us opportunities to serve in ways that we could
never image if we will only let go and trust in God’s love and abundance. I
wish to thank all of you for your continued support and prayers in my
ministries both inside and outside of St. Mary’s.

This past year I was able to bring to St. Mary’s and share with the
congregation two of my special ministries that are outside of the parish.
My time and energies are devoted into being present at Flourish Bakery;
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The following pages contain the
that is required to be submitted by every
congregation in The Episcopal Church. It is published each year in the Parish Reports so that the
members of the congregation may see the official documents. These are also available on the parish Web
site. (Note that the Report is not yet signed, as it will be approved by the Bishop's Committee in February.)
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