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February 2021 Newsletter  

 

Branch Opening– As the lockdown continues per the Region’s directives, the branch will remain 

closed. We currently expect to open in Stage ORANGE where we would be allowed 25 people inside 

the branch. The office continues to remain available for contact and can assist you or connect you, 

Monday-Friday 10am-2pm by phone or email. As the province starts to move through different and 

changing stages of Covid restrictions, please be patient and stay tuned for further information to come 

down the lines on regular provincial/committee events.  

 

Branch Updates- We are taking this opportunity to complete some improvements to both the inside 

and outside of the branch. We have recently installed new LED outside lighting, as well as an UV Air 

Cleaning System for the Club Room for the comfort and safety of our veterans, members and guests. 

Further plans include refreshing the paint and the flooring in the Club Room prior to reopening.  

 

Branch Elections – Command has confirmed that elections will take place this year. For more 

information on the positions/roles available please contact the branch, or check out our website under 

the Executive tab. We will provide further details as they become available. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Air Cadets – The Air Cadets continue to meet virtually, and their bottle drive is ongoing. A donation 

to our local Cadet Corps. #809 of $4,000 has been accepted, with a more formal presentation 

planned when restrictions are lifted. In addition, the Air Cadet League of Ontario has resumed its 

annual lottery through the purchase of online tickets for this worthwhile cause 

at https://www.aircadetlottery.com/ for $10 each.  Kindly ensure that you select “Niagara on the Lake 

809” from the Organization drop down box when ordering.  You could win up to 13 cash prices 

ranging from $1,000 to $20,000.  The ticket draw is on April 30, 2021.  

 

Treasurer - Last month we received the $10,800 grant awarded to the Legion on behalf of the 

Province, which was a welcomed asset to help offset some costs due to lost revenue. Additionally, 

thanks to our Treasurer Chris Toye and our Grants Chair Rhys Beak, we are happy to announce that 

we applied for and received both the Provincial Small Business Grant of $20,000 as well as the Covid 

Energy Assistance Program of close to $1000 to be applied directly towards those bills. Again, the 

branch recognizes that we are fortunate to be in the position we are now in financially and thank you 

all again for your support during this difficult time for all of us.  

mailto:legion124@gmail.com
http://www.legion124.ca/
https://www.aircadetlottery.com/


February 2021 -Legion Branch 124 Newsletter - Page 2 

Padres - We are reminding everyone again of the services our Padres are still currently providing in 

regards to all matters, including celebration of life, a wedding, Baptism, etc., The Padres have 

generously advised that the honorariums will be donated back to the Legion to assist our members in 

need. Our Padres, Rev. Judy and Sheldon Kofsky also wish to offer you the following prayer. 

We bless you Oh LORD for our past successes and challenges, 

We look to you for our future guidance. 

Praise You for our health, and every day that we get to wake up 

Each day is laced with purpose, love and understanding and 

we ask for Your wisdom and guidance. 

Help us to live each day full, and in perfect understanding and 

for Your glory, from start to finish. 

Thank You for Your Word, your blessings and your trials 

which breathes life into our tired souls and minds. 

And your promise to meet us there, in study and prayer. 

 

Membership – Membership dues are still being accepted via a mailed cheque, or online through the 

Legion Portal. We have recently been notified that we are one of seven (7) branches in our zone who 

managed to increase their membership in 2020, even given the difficult year. We are extremely 

grateful and thankful to you, our faithful members. We can’t wait to gather with you all again soon.  

Member Submissions Still Needed 

Please contact the branch for more information or to apply 

● Military Service Recognition Book – (New Application Available) 

Identify and recognize many of our Veterans in Ontario, who have either served or are 

still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied Forces. 

 

● Legionnaire Award – A valued member who volunteers countless hours each year 

towards their branch’s success.  

 

Sick & Visiting Officer / Service Officer 

The Ontario government is extending the 

Ontario Community Support Program (OCSP) 

until 2022 to ensure that low-income seniors and 

people with disabilities have access to food, 

medicine and other essentials during COVID-19.  

To sign up for Meals on Wheels in your local 

community or get essentials such as medicine 

delivered, visit 

www.ontariocommunitysupport.ca.  

Services can also be arranged by dialing 211 or 1-877-330-3212 (toll free).  

TTY service is also available by dialing 1-888-340-1001.  

Seniors, people with disabilities, and others in need of assistance, including mental health supports 

can connect to essential services in their community by visiting www.211ontario.ca. Services are 

available 7 days a week in over 150 languages. 
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Poppy                                                     New Veteran Housing 

 

 Getting the keys to a new apartment is literally like getting a 

new lease on life for Veterans moving into “Veterans’ House” in 

Ottawa. Veterans’ House is specifically designed for Veterans in 

the Ottawa region. It is in Rockcliffe Park at the former site of 

the CFB Rockcliffe Air Base, in the Andy Carswell Building - 

named for the former Canadian Air Force pilot. The new 

residence has forty apartments including nine accessible rooms. 

The building opened its doors in early February to its first 

excited residents. “It’s a huge step going from a car or the street to their own place,” says VanSnick. The 

rent will be aligned with income. Six years in the making, Veterans’ House is a project of the Multifaith 

Housing Initiative, an Ottawa-based charity that plans to build similar facilities in other cities across the 

country. The Legion’s Ontario Command provided a total of $200,000 for the Ottawa project with half of 

that funding designated for peer support initiatives. Legion Branches in Ontario and other organizations 

across the province provided additional individual donations.  

For the whole article please see:  https://legion.ca/news/articles/2021/02/10/new-home-new-life  

Indigenous Veterans Initiative 

 

The Last Post Fund’s mission is to ensure that no Veteran is denied a dignified funeral and burial, as well 

as a military gravestone, due to insufficient funds at time of death. Its primary mandate is to deliver the 

Veterans Affairs Canada Funeral and Burial Program which 

provides funeral, burial and grave marking benefits for eligible 

Canadian and Allied Veterans.  

At the start of 2019, the Last Post Fund introduced the 

Indigenous Veterans Initiative. An initiative of the Last Post 

Fund National Office that is consistent with the Canadian 

government’s efforts towards advancing reconciliation and 

renewing the relationship with Indigenous peoples based on the 

recognition of rights, respect, cooperation and partnership. This 

initiative has two components: 

● Indigenous Unmarked Graves To provide grave 

markers to Indigenous Veterans deceased for over 5 years and 

lying-in unmarked graves. 

● Indigenous Traditional Name Marking To add 

traditional names of Indigenous Veterans to existing military 

grave markers. Both of these initiatives require research and 

community support from members of Indigenous communities 

throughout Canada. 

Please note that a culturally relevant symbol is available upon request. If you think that a family member 

or a member of your community may qualify for this program, or if you would like to contribute to the 

community research effort, contact Maria Trujillo, 1-800-465-7113 extension 222, mtrujllo@lastpost.ca. 

https://legion.ca/news/articles/2021/02/10/new-home-new-life
mailto:mtrujllo@lastpost.ca
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To Whom it May Concern, 

 

The aim of the Poppy Trust Fund is to help preserve the memory of those valiant Canadians and allies 

who gave their lives in war so that we may live in freedom and peace. Remembering Veterans is part 

of our mission, as is veteran support. No money donated to the Poppy Trust is used for Legion 

Operational purposes. The Donation disbursements from the Poppy Trust Fund for their 2019-2020 

Campaign Year were approximately $1,500 for Direct Veterans Comforts and Assistance, $600 for the 

Annual Veteran’s/Remembrance Dinner, $1,750 to local Youth and Educational Programs, $6,000 

amongst Veterans Hospital, Service Dogs, Local Cadets and Covid-19 PPE supplies, plus 

administrational costs (advertising Service Officer availability, and Storage). The Poppy Committee 

members are currently planning a restoration project of the historical monument in front of the 

branch, of which poppy funds will pay for 50% of the costs.  

 

Thank you for considering donating to our Branch’s Poppy Trust Fund at the Royal Canadian Legion 

branch 124 in Niagara on the Lake as it allows the branch to continue to provide services to local 

veterans. Donations to the Poppy Trust Fund are accepted throughout the year. We understand this 

year has been difficult for everyone and thank you again for considering a donation to our worthy 

cause.  

 

Thank you, 

Poppy Committee 

RCL Br 124 

 

A Big Thank you to members Vic Packard and 

Marg Boldt for arranging and accepting the $500 

donation to the Branch Poppy Fund on behalf of 

the Niagara Military Museum.  Thank you to Jim 

Doherty, Pat Gaston and Delta Bingo and 

Gaming along with Anna Morocco for facilitating 

the donation. Jim Doherty, President of Niagara 

Military Museum presenting cheque to Marg 

Boldt, Poppy Chairman of the Royal Canadian 

Legion, Branch 124, NOTL 

 

http://www.legion124.ca/
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Youth & Education – The awards for the Remembrance Art and Literacy Contests will be formally 

awarded as soon as Command announce the Provincial and Federal Winners, which is expected 

shortly. In the meantime, we have included photos of some of the submissions below. More can be 

viewed on our website online at https://legion124.ca/2021-branch-updates & on our Facebook page.  

 

 

Crossroads - Grade 6 – Color Poster        Vineridge - Grade 12 – Color Poster           St. Michael’s - Grade 8 – B/W Poster 

 

 
        St. Davids – Grade 6 – Color                     St. Michael’s - Grade 6 – Color Poster          Royal Oak - Grade 6 - Color Poster 

 

 
St. Michaels - Grade 2 – Color Poster       St. Michaels - Grade 5 – Color Poster           St. Michaels - Grade 2 – Color Poster 

 

 

https://legion124.ca/2021-branch-updates
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Correspondence – 

 

Message from Jack and Dorothy Bates to the Branch Membership  

“Many thanks to the executive, members, relatives and friends for all the phone calls, cards and gifts 

we received for our 65th Wedding Anniversary.  Jack and I really appreciated hearing from so many 

and catching up on the latest news.  We never ever thought we would be around this long!! 

Hope everyone is staying safe and healthy and that 2021 will be a good year for everyone. 

Jack & Dorothy Bates” 

  

Beware of vaccine scams Minister of Seniors Warns (Minister Deb Schulte) 

Some Canadians are being targeted by scammers who are offering COVID-19 vaccination kits and 

other related products. The federal government is offering vaccines for free for all Canadians. We have 

reserved enough doses so that every Canadian who wants a vaccine will be able to get it by 

September.  Beware of: 

● unsolicited calls claiming to be from a private company or from health care providers offering 

home vaccination kits for an upfront fee 

● COVID-19 or vaccination themed emails or text messages that require you to open attachments or 

follow links to unfamiliar websites that ask you to reveal sensitive personal and financial details 

● private companies selling fraudulent products that claim to treat or prevent COVID-19  

 

Bar Chair – We are excited to announce that the Town has already approved extended patio licenses 

for the 2021 year. Again, our Clubroom hopes to reopen in Stage Orange, at 25 people indoors. It has 

been voted upon by our executive that it is not feasible to be open in Stage Red, with only 10 people, 

bartender included, allowed inside. 

 

Fish Fry – We know the community greatly misses our popular Thursday Night Fish Fry and we are 

eager to get back to business however, to keep our volunteers safe, we do not expect to return to our 

drive-through operations until the warmer weather has returned Please watch your local papers for 

further news.   

 

Social Media – 

Website: Updates continue to be posted 

Email: Please feel free to join our email Subscription List for branch updates as well 

Paper: Our Provincial Grant Success Story was Featured in the Lake Report Paper  

Facebook: Continues to be the main source of up-to-date information  

 

Thank you to our 600 Followers! 

We are so appreciative of the help and love we get from our Facebook supporters. 

Please keep reading, liking, commenting and sharing our Page. We'll be sure to 

keep it up-to-date and look forward to growing the page & our branch 

community/family. 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.canada.ca%252fen%252fpublic-health%252fservices%252fdiseases%252f2019-novel-coronavirus-infection%252fawareness-resources%252fknow-vaccine.html%26c%3DE%2C1%2CuHL9zSMuJlA8IZgLM5UHBaXVKELo2ngACG7etMifXyVEWfIcb16QzykjAGfEoZl8nOLj4UHMgcFf0tx_rV3xyMAqJ6NQsLnpgIXXnEcv0f55%26typo%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Cpsweeny%40on.legion.ca%7C3f6ee40132e0412b82f208d8be424722%7Cfe060ed490b84dce8d5a7557daf2eef3%7C0%7C0%7C637468539170705496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rCnsaKOXKMTO9STujvZn62Xl%2FuUB834UEbRAkMD3dUM%3D&reserved=0
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Calendar - The branch continues to be closed at this time. Please stay tuned for possible upcoming 

changes to the March Schedule/Calendar. 
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20 Ways to Support Local Businesses from the Town of Niagara on the Lake

1. Write a positive online review 

2. Pre-pay for future appointments 

3. Skip the refund and take a rain cheque! 

4. Show gratitude 

5. Purchase a gift card to use later 

6. Subscribe to a local business' e-newsletter 

7. Shop locally online 

8. Order local food for delivery or takeout 

9. Reach out to a small business owner 

10. Post your favorite local product 

11. Participate in a virtual class 

12. Outfit your new workspace 

13. Shop over the phone 

14. Tag a friend in a post from your favorite 

local business 

15. Plan a future outing 

16. Don't cancel 

17. Commit to future work 

18. Share a post from your favorite local 

business 

19. Add photos to a Google business listing 

20. Donate to local non-profits 

 

For More information visit:  

https://www.jointheconversationnotl.org/busi

ness-support

 

 

 

Comrades, thank you for staying connected and up to date with what’s happening at the branch. Any 

information you’d like to see, or questions you may have please email the office for the next month’s 

edition. We have every confidence that as long as we pull together, we’ll make it through. The stronger 

we are in our mental, emotional, and physical self-care, the healthier we will stay. And the healthier 

we stay, the stronger we’ll be for our families, friends, coworkers, and community at large. 


