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March 2021 Newsletter
The branch is still temporarily closed, but stay tuned for our upcoming opening notice!

Branch Updates:
★ Flooring was refinished in the clubroom/office, and was done by our long-term cleaner,
Margaretha who did a wonderful job.
★ The office was repainted and reorganized by Elizabeth’s dad who is also a member, Joe
Richards. Including new ceiling tiles donated by Jackie Dickieson.
★ HVAC HRV Clean Air System installed with UV Lighting for disinfecting completed by
Britain Mechanical including outdoor LED lighting upgrades.
★ The Front Yard was Cleaned Up by a lovely gentleman in town who offered to volunteer
to take care of the front garden plots for us this year, Rick Leitch.
★ The clubroom is being repainted by the painter who painted the upstairs Hall. Thank
you to Mo for arranging and Stan in helping to remove the remaining items on the walls
★ ...and much more!

Elections: Provincial Command is not allowing Branch elections at this time. Here is District
Commander Diane Condon’s explanation: “At the most recent PEC meeting it was decided that
elections would not be allowed at this time. Proclamation 8, Part B, basically stated, that any branch
could hold elections provided they followed the Covid guidelines. That meant 50 in or 100 out and
depending on your membership strength. Realizing that most branches do not get anywhere near
100% of the members out for anything, a lot of them would proceed with elections if their attendance
numbers fell anywhere between 50 and 100. However, the majority of the districts were against it and
voted it down. They then came up with proclamation 9, which states no elections at this time.
Comrades, I understand your frustration, but we must be guided by the rules as accepted by the
majority. This Proclamation 9 is scheduled to be discussed at our upcoming PAC meeting again.”
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Executive
To all, a reminder that the success of the branch is solely derived from the graciously
volunteered time of our members and contributions from the community. We thank anyone
with interest in assisting with that success of our branch, and would like to advise anyone
interested to please reach out to the current executives or the office and we’ll be happy to
provide more information. We can always use this year as a learning term. Our branch
executives typically have a one (1) year term, from June 01 until May 31 the following year.
Both General and Executive Meetings are to be held monthly (restrictions allowing).
Our Branch Committees are as follows:

Special Committees

Branch Officers

Honours & Awards

President

Cadet Liaison

Past President

Entertainment/Hall Rental

1st Vice

House (Building)

2nd Vice

Bar Chair

Secretary

Ways & Means/Fundraising

Treasurer

Fish Fry
Grants/Bursaries

Executive (Standing) Committees

Volunteer Coordinator

Veterans Services/Service Officer

Parade Marshall

Sports - Track & Field

Historical Committee - Branch

Membership/Recruitment

History/Memories Project

Youth & Education

Community Outreach

Poppy & Remembrance

----------------

Seniors Outreach

Ladies Auxiliary

Public Relations Officer

Sgt. at Arms

Leadership & Development

Branch Chaplain
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Committee Reports

Membership – Our beloved membership chair Doug Pettit was recently in the hospital, so
we apologize for any delay there may have been with the membership. Most importantly we’re
happy our Dougie is home and feeling better. Please bear with us at this time. New members
are still welcome, online renewals are still available, and you may continue to mail in your
dues as before. Doug will be mailing out your applicable stickers/cards/receipts in the coming
weeks. New members, we hope to hold your initiation ceremonies upon reopening.
Cadet Liaison/Air Cadets
The Air Cadet League of Ontario has
resumed its annual lottery through the
purchase of online tickets for this
worthwhile cause for $10 each at
https://www.aircadetlottery.com/
Kindly ensure that you select “Niagara on the Lake 809” from the Organization drop down
box when ordering. You could win up to 13 cash prices ranging from $1,000 to $20,000. The
ticket draw is on April 30, 2021.
Volunteers - New and returning volunteers, we ask that you please fill out the attached form
and return to us so we may update our records. Please note this form will be available within
the office upon opening. Please fill out a form at your next volunteer opportunity.
Current Volunteer Opportunities: Paint Upstairs Bar, Volunteer Seniors Outreach Program,
Executive/Committee Positions, Renovations Assistance, Yard Clean Up and more!
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Poppy Committee
Sick & Visiting Officer/Service Officer – Reminder that services are still available.

Seniors/Veterans Services - The Netherlands is making a call for assistance to
locate veterans involved in their Liberation. Please contact Zone Commander Lloyd Cull
directly at 289-931-0733. There is no time limit/deadline on the government of
the Netherland's attempt to contact our Canadian Veterans directly.
Legion Poppy Store Ads – This
year is the 100th Anniversary of the
Poppy. Legion Supply has put out a
Poppy pin as a Symbol of
Remembrance. Interested in
Ordering? Contact the branch.

Padres – Reminder services are
still available upon request

Grants & Bursaries – The grant(s) received thus far are being used on PPE supplies to
meet/exceed safety standards, and to renovate the branch – refinishing the floors, repainting
and refreshing the clubroom and office and for a nice modern, welcoming look. Additionally,
we have graciously received funding from the New Horizons Seniors Program for the
establishment of an in branch Seniors Volunteer Outreach Program for the community as it
relates to Social Isolation. More information on the following page, if you’re interested in
providing feedback or volunteering, please contact the branch.
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Establishment of Branch 124’s Seniors Volunteer Outreach Program
The Legion's mission is to serve veterans and their dependents, promote Remembrance and act in the
service of Canada and its communities. As our population ages, and during this pandemic time
especially, there is an increasing need for support services in the community. Our NOTL Legion
Branch 124 is happy to announce that we applied and were approved to receive funding from the New
Horizons Seniors Program to establish a Volunteer Seniors Outreach Program within the branch. The
objective/goal of this project is to create a Volunteer Outreach Committee to help combat social
isolation amongst the local seniors. We're hoping to connect with other non-profit support programs,
and build & foster long-lasting relationships between our seniors, the branch and the local youth and
community.
The Volunteer Committee as it relates to the Seniors Outreach Program will connect with seniors aged
65+ of our community (not just members of our branch) to assess their needs and desires as they
relate to social isolation. Our volunteers will work to provide beneficial supports when
needed/requested and strive to keep our community connected. The individuals would benefit by
participating in their own fight against social isolation.
This program also allows us to connect with the larger population outside of our membership
of veterans/seniors as well. Going further than being able to physically provide the resources
needed, this Volunteer and Outreach Committee will be making and continuing connections
with the community, benefiting the branch as a whole and therefore our entire, mainly senior,
membership of around 300 members as well.
Our first steps are to conduct a survey to appropriately budget our expenses by % needed. We
anticipate that the project as a whole will be well received by the community, as people have
been wondering how they can help the community during this time. Feel free to also follow
NOTL Seniors on Facebook as we start to share relevant resources.
We kindly ask those within the community to complete the survey for themselves or an elder.
Anyone interested in volunteering for the program/committee please sign up with the branch.
And please stay tuned for more information on our newly establishing Volunteer Seniors
Outreach Program.
Thank you, Seniors Outreach

Seniors Outreach Survey & Volunteer Information Sheet
https://legion124.ca/seniors-outreach-forms
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Ways & Means
Fish Fry - Our Fish Fry continues to remain closed as well, however we expect to have better
news in the coming weeks as the warmer weather comes in, and the vaccination rate
increases. The safety of our volunteers is of the utmost importance to us!

Correspondences
Dominions Command’s March Legion Dispatch is available the following link:
The Legion Dispatch - In this edition ● Is your Branch open for business?
● Verify your Branch information
● A message from the Dominion
President
● Financial aid update: Apply today!
● An update on Legion sports

● Help your Legion grow
● Promote the Indigenous Veterans
Initiative
● We support the CDA
● Veterans House is now open
● A special offer from Legion Magazine

NOTL Postcard Giveaway Niagara-on-the-Lake is excited to launch a
postcard giveaway to help residents stay
connected to family and friends during the
ongoing strains of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Residents are invited to select from five
Spring-themed photos, submitted through the
Town’s 2020 Photo Contest, and mail a message
to someone they love. Read the full media release linked below for more information.
Media Release – NOTL Launches Postcard Giveaway *Free service
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PRO

We’ve been nominated in this year's Community Votes Niagara Region campaign!

This means a number of people in the community recognized our volunteer’s efforts as being
meaningful and nominated us as one of their favorite businesses or services! Thank you for
thinking of us. We can be nominated in Fish and Seafood on Niagara’s Community Votes at
the following link, with the voting period to commence in Mid-April.
https://niagara.communityvotes.com/2020/12/food-and-drink/fish-and-seafood
Suggestions - *It has been requested we include a suggestions area – please email the branch
with any thoughts/ideas/concerns you might have to be passed along to the executive.
Dominion’s Veterans Services Director sent down this Work Opportunity
This program is for non-students interested in a summer internship where they get to work on
important business projects and learn from industry leaders. This internship is designed for
those who are seeking a performance-based culture where your ambition, work ethic, passion,
and ability to deliver results will be recognized.
In addition to the attached information, the positions are English only and the location will be
remote as the interns are in Canada. Heinz Canada will be shipping the laptops out to the
interns prior to the internship.
Heinz Canada has reached out to Veterans Affairs Canada and have been trying to post on Job
Banks for the past month with no movement. Heinz Canada will begin their interviews soon
and would not want to lose out on individuals that may be interested.
The internship is for those that have been out of the workforce or looking to get into the
workforce; this would include parents that took time off for family care, veterans, and people
with disabilities.
*Reference Documents Attached
7 | Page

The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 124, General Nelles
410 King St. P.O. Box #714
Niagara on the Lake, ON L0S1J0
Tel: 905-468-2353
Email: legion124@gmail.com
Website: www.legion124.ca

Polish Legion #418 Easter Food Sale
While we may not yet be open to members, we would like to support other
local branches in our Zone. Please check out the Easter Food Sale
upcoming this weekend at the Polish Branch in St. Catharines.
Date: Saturday March 27, 2021

Time: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Address: 294 Vine St. St. Catharines,

Phone: 905-935-3234

Get ready for Easter: Pierogis, cabbage rolls and meat-on-a-stick
Vaccination Clinics *If you require assistance, contact the branch Monday to Friday 10-2.
Starting March 22, individuals who are 75 years of age and older this year, can now book a
vaccination appointment online or by phone, or on their behalf, can:
Book a vaccination appointment online through the provincial booking system at
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/ Or Call 1-888-999-6488
To book an appointment, you will need your:
★ Green Ontario health card. - For red and white health cards, call 1-888-999-6488.
★ Birth date, Postal Code, Email Address and/or Phone Number
Please note: That the NOTL vaccination clinic (to be located at the NOTL Community Centre)
will not be open until March 31st and the St. Catharines’ vaccination clinic (to be located at
Brock University) will not be open until April 2nd. Therefore, at this time, patients 80 years of
age or older who are using the provincial booking system would need to travel to Niagara
Falls, Welland, Grimsby etc., for vaccination appointments.
Calendars
No changes to the calendar. The office remains available Mon.-Fri. from 10am-2pm
Remember to stay tuned for our 2021 Branch Opening and Fish Fry Restart - Coming Soon
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