The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 124, General Nelles
410 King St. P.O. Box #714
Niagara on the Lake, ON L0S1J0
Tel: 905-468-2353
Email: legion124@gmail.com
Website: www.legion124.ca

April 2021 Newsletter
Happy April, soon to be May! Another month closed, but another month closer to opening
again! We hope everyone is staying home and staying safe! Here’s what’s new at the branch:

Executive (Branch Officers) Reports

2nd Vice President - It is with regret that we announce that Second Vice President, and
Fish Fry Captain Gary Bradnam has stepped down as of April 18th from both of his duties. We
thank Gary greatly for all his help and support over the years, and appreciate him taking the
time to teach/pass on his knowledge to our new Fish Fry Captain, Chris Toye.
Treasurer
Grants & Bursaries – We’ve been informed that as recipients of the 1st Ontario
Small Business Support Grant we will automatically be receiving a second payment equal to
the amount of the first payment, for a combined grant of $40,000.
Financial Reports - Reports available to members in office upon request

Executive (Standing) Committees Reports
Membership/Recruitment
Thank you to our amazing membership at Branch 124 ! Our branch was 1 of only 6 branches
in our Zone who managed to achieve 100% Or More Of Previous Year Membership. We
couldn't have done it without you! ❤ We encourage anyone interested in becoming a member
to continue to apply online or you may mail into the branch - All Are Welcome!
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Our Membership Chair, Doug Pettit, is reportedly doing better, but please still expect some
delays with membership processing at this time. For any concerns, please contact the branch.

Last Post - Jack Bates & George Warren
It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of two of our longest-term Veteran
members Comrade John (Jack) Bates, on Thursday April 8th and Comrade George Warren on
Saturday April 17th, both at the Niagara Falls Hospital. We send our thoughts and prayers to
both of their families. Please see their online obituaries below:
John (Jack) Bates - To all that knew and loved him; John “Jack”
Bates, passed away peacefully at the Greater Niagara General Hospital
on Thursday April 8, 2021 at the age of 88. Beloved husband of Dorothy
for 65 years. Jack has had a long standing relationship with the Legion
as a past Branch President, Zone and District Commander. We send our
thoughts and prayers to Dorothy and the Bates family. His online
obituary as well as memories, photos and condolences may be found and
shared at: https://www.morganfuneral.com/.../4580897/obituary.php

George Warren - George passed away peacefully in his sleep at the
Niagara Falls General Hospital on April 17th, 2021. He was a man full of
love for his community, family and people. George's character will live on
in the lessons he left his family and friends. George was a member of the
Legion for 75 years, and he will be forever missed. His online obituary as
well as memories, photos and condolences may be found and shared at:
https://www.morganfuneral.com/memorials/george-warren/4586237/index.php
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Poppy
Donations - The Poppy Committee has received approval to donate $3,000 locally to the St.
Catharines General Hospital towards the purchase of a Stryker Medical Bed. Additionally,
they are looking at giving money directly to the Walker Foundation.
100th Year Celebrating Poppy - Madame Anna Guérin, later
christened "The Poppy Lady from France", inspired by John McCrae's
"In Flanders Fields", had an idea: to adopt the distribution of the
Poppy on Armistice Day as a way to raise money for Veterans' needs
and to remember those who had given their lives during the First
World War. In July of 1921 the Great War Veterans Association
(which in 1925 would unify with other Veteran groups to form the
Canadian Legion) adopted the Poppy as the flower of Remembrance.
Since then, the Legion and its members have upheld this tradition of
Remembrance.
Vimy Ridge - On the morning of April 9, 1917, soldiers from all four divisions of the
Canadian Corps stormed the ridge in France for four days of brutal battle against the German
forces. The capture of Vimy was a defining moment for Canada, but it came at a great cost.
Almost 3,600 Canadian soldiers lost their lives and over 7,000 were wounded. We honour and
remember those who served and sacrificed on this Vimy Ridge Day.
Prince Philip - A statement released from The Royal Family on April 9th reads: "It is with
deep sorrow that Her Majesty The Queen announces the death of her beloved husband, His
Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. His Royal Highness passed away
peacefully this morning at Windsor Castle.” The Royal Canadian Legion extends our deepest
condolences to The Queen and The Royal Family in this difficult time.
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Veterans Services/Service Officer –
Please contact the branch at legion124@gmail.com or
905-468-2353 if you have any concerns, or would like to be put
into contact with our local or Provincial Service Officer.
You may contact the Dominion Command Service Officers
directly via phone or email at 1-877-534- 4666 &
veteransservices@legion.ca and they will direct you.

Youth & Education - Despite the pandemic, the Niagara on the Lake school staff and
students again enthusiastically participated in this year’s Remembrance Art and Literary
Contest. Our panel of judges selected the winning entries from each school and then the
overall winners were delivered to Zone for competition at the higher levels. Due to the
current closures, we are attempting to have the awards delivered to the schools for their
subsequent distribution to the students. We have also been advised that several of our
student entries were successful at the Zone and District levels and we hope to make those
exciting announcements shortly.

Cadet Liaison/Air Cadets - We are also sad to announce that Brad Kempston, our Cadet
Liaison, has chosen to step back from his liaison duties, with his notice given as of June 30th.
We thank him for his commitments and wish him well on his future endeavors. Members
interested in being the branch’s Cadet Liaison please contact the branch.

Don’t Forget - The Air Cadet’s annual lottery is still on until this Friday April 30th, through
the purchase of online tickets at https://www.aircadetlottery.com/ for $10 each.
Kindly ensure that you select “Niagara on the Lake 809” from the Organization drop down
box when ordering.
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Leadership & Development - Elections
In what would typically be our election month, while we are unable to hold elections currently,
we do encourage all members to review the Branch Operations Brochure (attached) and
consider a leadership role within the branch. This brochure provides a basic overview of the
operational and administrative procedures that are needed to ensure the success of a Legion
Branch. Local branches are the heart of the Legion, a place known and respected in your
community. With so many ways to get involved within the organization, there is something for
everyone. Being a Legion member is a great way to support our Veterans and our community.
Please contact the office or one of the current executive/committee chairs or members for
more information on how to get involved.
Seniors Outreach - The branch’s newly established Seniors Outreach Program’s Committee
formally met via zoom for their first committee meeting on April 22nd. We welcome new
volunteers to join, and request all members and residents of Niagara on the Lake to complete
our Seniors Needs Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BMNPXX

Public Relations Officer / Correspondence We are thrilled to announce that your local Legion
Branch has been nominated in this year's
‘CommunityVotes Niagara Region 2021 Campaign’
Please cast your vote for ‘RCLegion Br124’ in
the Fish and Seafood category on Niagara’s
Community Votes Website at the following link until
May 16th: https://niagara.communityvotes.com/2020/12/food-and-drink/fish-and-chips
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Vaccination Clinics *If you require assistance, contact the branch Monday to Friday between
10-2. Book a vaccination appointment online through the provincial booking system at
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/ or call 1-888-999-6488
*Remember - The Best Vaccine is the First Vaccine
Legion.ca Dispatch - April 2021
-

A Dominion Convention update

-

Runs and Marches for members

-

Verify your Branch address

-

CAF-DND Sexual Misconduct Class

-

The latest news from Legion.ca

-

Remind your members about Legion

Action
-

promotions

Documentary Flying Over Polder
Lines

-

Messages from our partners

Available at: http://portal.legion.ca/branch-and-command-resources/all-branch-emails

#Spread Kindness Campaign Choose kindness, always. This kindness
campaign provides a beautiful
opportunity to remember and celebrate
who we are as a community. Even as we
go through this difficult time together,
let's continue to shine our light and
spread kindness out to the world.
More information available at : https://notl.com/kindnesscampaign
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Special Committees
Ways & Means/Fundraising
Fish Fry - Had been set to restart serving Fish Fry on
Thursdays on April 8th, however due to the new Province wide
shutdown, this has been postponed as of Saturday April 3rd.

*PRICE CHANGE*

To try and limit the handling of change, Fish Fry prices have
been changed to:
1 piece - $10
2 piece - $13

House (Building) - Lots of Renos completed to date. As stated in the March Newsletter, the
floors have been refinished, a new air system installed, the front gardens have been cleared
out and the clubroom/office repainted. Since then we’ve done a bunch more updates within
the branch, such as repainting/refinishing the event bar upstairs, and replacing of the
clubroom baseboards, among other small touch ups. Things still to come in May are lighting
upgrades as provided by a government grant from NOTL Hydro, laying of patio stones in
place of the stepping stones to the patio (volunteer needed) and clubroom reorganizing.

Volunteer Coordinator - New and returning volunteers, we ask that you please fill out the
attached form and return to us so we may update our records. Please note this form will be
available within the office upon opening. Please fill out a form at your next volunteer
opportunity. Current Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteer Seniors Outreach Program,
Executive/Committee Positions, and more!
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Community Outreach
April 18-24, 2021 was National Volunteer Appreciation Week
- A special thank you to all the volunteers who make a
positive difference in our communities by donating their time
and talents. “Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in
democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you
volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community
you want to live in.” –Author Unknown

Historical Committee - Branch History/Memories Project
Progress is being made with the recorded cassette tapes of our branch member’s history via
transcription of the audio files by volunteer to the Seniors Outreach Project, Niagara College
Student, Samantha Welke. Anyone else interested in participating, please contact the office.

Calendars - No changes to the branch’s May calendar at
this time as we remain closed, however we’d like to wish
the wonderful women who raised us all a Happy Mothers
Day on Sunday, May 9th.

We hope everyone remains happy, healthy, safe and at home!
Please remember to check out our Facebook Page to stay up to date on any upcoming changes.
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