
The Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 124, General Nelles

410 King St. P.O. Box #714

Niagara on the Lake, ON L0S1J0

Tel: 905-468-2353

Email: legion124@gmail.com

Website: www.legion124.ca

Branch 124’s July 2021 Newsletter

Indoor Seating/Dining Opening & Covid-19 Protocols

We are so excited to announce that our clubroom is now

open from 2:00pm to 7:00pm Thursday-Sunday.

Masks, Social Distancing and Sign-in measures are still in

place.We ask that you do not move the tables or chairs

from where they have been placed at any time.

No reservation needed for the Clubroom/Fish Fry.

Our extended patio will remain open during the same

times. We also ask, at this time, that you bring your

empties back up to the bar. We appreciate everyone for

their support moving forward and over the past 18

months.  All are welcome. If you have any questions,

please contact the branch.

Executive (Branch Officers) Reports

President - We wish to express our gratitude on behalf of the Branch and its Members to

Comrade Paul Eramian for his more than two consecutive years of service as President of

Branch 124 during a particularly difficult time. Following Paul’s resignation on July 1, 2021,

Comrade Moe Pam, who was both First Vice President and Bar Chair during this period,

stepped down on July 7, 2021 and we thank him for his service and his ongoing contributions

as a valued Branch volunteer.

As a result of these changes, Comrade Victor Packard, who was

appointed Second Vice President on June 16, 2021, accepted, with the

full support of the Executive, the appointment to the office of President

and has been formally installed to that office, to serve until the next

election.

Victor has been an associate member of the branch since 2010, and a

member of the executive for the past 5 years. He was born in Niagara

Falls, but has lived most of his life in the Niagara Area. He has been on

the executive board of the Niagara Military Museum, and plans to do the best he can to work

for the Legion. Going forward, Victor has committed himself to be present at the branch every

Friday from 1-4pm. During this time, he encourages all members to feel welcome to come and

speak with him about any suggestions/concerns they might have about the branch.
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Executive/Committee Changes

We are happy to announce that Victor has appointed, and the executive committee since then

approved, Marg Boldt as 1st Vice President, and Rhys Beak as 2nd Vice President on July 14,

2021, following which they were formally installed.

These such appointments have been confirmed by command and are finalized until the next

election. No other formal appointments to the executive committees have been made at this

time. A letter is to go out in the mail advising of the current executive roles, and positions

available. At this point we still have no further news from Command regarding next elections

or when we will be allowed to hold General Meetings again.

Please see below for a breakdown of our 2021 executive. Those positions left blank are

available to be filled or are in the progress of filling. Volunteers needed for committees as well.

If you have any questions or concerns please email or phone the branch directly.

President Victor Packard

1st Vice President Marg Boldt

2nd Vice President Rhys Beak

Treasurer Chris Toye

Recording Secretary Lori Beak

Poppy Chair Marg Boldt Bursaries Rhys Beak

Service Officer/VS Jackie Dickieson Honours & Awards Victor Packard

Sick & Visiting Jackie Dickieson Sgt @ Arms Doug Garrett

Membership Doug Pettit Chaplains Kofskys

Youth Education Lori Beak/Stan Harrington Hall Rental

Seniors Outreach Al Howse Sports

PRO Lori Beak House Chair

Bar Chair Leadership

Ways & Means Cadet Liaison
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Executive (Standing) Committees Reports

Membership

BIG NEWS: DOUGIE IS BACK !

We are at the same membership number, as last years’

branch award winning membership numbers already!

Sign up / Renew online today!

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

Anyone wanting to join or renew their membership through

the branch can pay at the bar, the office, or mail their cheque

to the branch at:

RCL Br.124 410 King St. P.O. Box 714, Niagara on the Lake, Ontario L0S1J0.

Poppy

100th Year Celebrating Poppy

Photo of  our in branch display of the 100th Anniversary

of the Poppy. A larger display will occur alongside our

Remembrance Season this year in partnership with the

Niagara on the Lake Museum. Thank you to Poppy Chair

Marg Boldt, and volunteer Diane O'Donoghue for setting

out the display.

One hundred years today, the precursor to The Royal

Canadian Legion officially recognized the Poppy as Canada’s lasting symbol of Remembrance.

A century later, the Legion is commemorating this historic milestone.

“We are proud to be the safekeepers of this special symbol, brought to us by a visionary

woman. Every time I see a Poppy I think of our fallen, and I thank them for their sacrifices.” -

Dominion President Thomas D. Irvine, CD

Find out how the Legion and Canada are honouring this important anniversary:

https://bit.ly/3i4IUjO
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Poppy Donation Cheque Presentation

Jackie Dickieson, our lovely member (and a participant

of LA, Service Officer, Sick & Visiting, Veterans Services,

Poppy & Seniors Outreach), presented a donation of

$3,000 to the Niagara Health Foundation towards

Stryker Beds for the Niagara facility from funds raised

through the Branch’s Poppy Campaign.

Volunteers Needed for Poppy Project

The museum is looking for volunteers to help sew knitted poppies onto netting for

an installation that will take place in November. If you saw the Niagara Falls

Museum's project in 2020 where thousands of handmade, knitted poppies were

draped on their museum in November, we are planning to join the project with

our local museum this Remembrance Day. They have received 2,000 poppies to

extend the project to Niagara-on-the-Lake. We are hoping that some volunteers

can work in the Museum courtyard over the coming months to help affix the

poppies to netting, which will then be draped over Memorial Hall in November.

Please email Babs Worthy at bworthy@nhsm.ca to join the project.

Community Outreach 

As Victor’s first public act as President,

he, as well as executive Members,

Rhys Beak & Stan Harrington,

presented the Executive Director of the

Niagara Regional Native Center, Karl

Dockstader, with a cheque donation of

$1,033 towards their Summer Youth

Camps from the branch's Canada Day

Fish Fry Fundraiser this year. We

thank the community for their

contributions and support.
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Seniors Outreach

Establishment of Branch 124’s Seniors Volunteer Outreach Program

In March 2021, our Legion Branch 124 received a provincial grant to help support, provide services,

and connect our senior community. A small volunteer committee was established to help facilitate

this grant.

Goals:

The goal of the program is to provide services that will address the following needs:

- Health and well-being of our seniors;

- Help create technically savvy seniors;

- Help build connections and companionship for our seniors;

- Help keep our seniors safe.

Volunteers are encouraged to join in and help. Please contact the office.

Objectives:

- To build a volunteer outreach team that will develop long-term working relationships with our

seniors;

- To ensure seniors receive adequate and informative knowledge;

- To build a comprehensive resource inventory of local community groups to help provide

specific needs;

- To provide an easily accessible means to access these resources (i.e. phone and email).

Outcomes:

- Food security and home safety are key to the health and well-being of our seniors.

- Partnerships with local community groups (i.e. Newark Neighbours, Meals on Wheels) have

been approached and will provide assistance and share resources.

- Determine seniors technical knowledge and help develop our ‘cyber seniors’. (i.e. provide

technical assistance, technical training, one on one, or in groups.)

- Create a volunteer resource that builds connectivity and companionship for our seniors

through regular visits, (porch or in-home), ‘pet-resources’, chat-groups.

- Provide domestic assistance, from home safety to cooking.

Next Steps:

Please sign up and tell us what you would like to do to help this project.

If you know of anyone who can utilize these services, please have them reach out. 

Contact Information:

Phone: As of August 1
st

we will have a direct phone line that will provide all participants with

information about the program. All requests will be responded to within 24 hours.

Email: A dedicated email address has also been created at legion124outreach@gmail.com

Please note these communication lines are not for emergencies.
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Committee Information:

Our Committee consists of members: Al Howse, Elizabeth Richards, Stan Harrington, Jackie

Dickieson, Amy Casey, Kyle Krahn, & Babs Worthy.

More information on our NEW Seniors Outreach Website: www.legion124outreach.ca

Thank you to everyone.

Seniors Outreach Committee

OUTREACH FLYER TO BE DISTRIBUTED AMONGST NIAGARA ON THE LAKE

YOUR LEGION IS REACHING OUT
AND WE WANT YOU TO REACH BACK

OUR NEW SENIORS OUTREACH PROGRAM WANTS YOUR INVOLVEMENT AND
PARTICIPATION

WE HAVE A WIDE VARIETY OF WAYS WE'D LIKE TO HELP YOU

COMMUNICATE AND CONNECT
FACE TO FACE VISITS ON YOUR PORCH OR TAKE A WALK WITH A BUDDY

WELLNESS AND HEALTHY LIVING
WE HAVE A LIST OF GOVERNMENT AND NONPROFIT SERVICES AVAILABLE

BECOME A CYBER SENIOR
CONNECT WITH YOUR FAMILY ON LINE, OR SEARCH FOR ENTERTAINMENT OR

RESEARCH
WE WILL TEACH YOU HOW

GOOD FOOD AVAILABLE
WE CAN HELP YOU WITH HEALTHY FOOD CHOICES, AND HELP ENSURE YOU HAVE

ENOUGH

REACH OUT TO US THROUGH OUR CALL CENTRE
CALL 905-246-4739 AND LEAVE A SHORT MESSAGE
OR BY EMAIL LEGION124OUTREACH@GMAIL.COM
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Thank you to The Lake Report for the lovely write up on

our Seniors' Outreach Program's Donation of a new

commercial fridge to Newark Neighbours  in order for

them to be able to provide Fresh Produce, among other

things to support providing a healthy diet to their clients

in our communities. Article found online on Page 8 at:

https://bit.ly/3xJl2HX

Public Relations Officer

Niagara This Week - Regional Voting Awards -

Winners announced!

CONGRATULATIONS IS IN ORDER AS….

We placed 3rd in the Region for Best Fish Fry!

& 1st for Best Bartender - Megan Vanderlee!

https://www.niagarathisweek.com/readerschoice-notl/

(Photo taken when Megan visited transferred member Gerry
at his new branch - Thank you!)

LEGION

DISPATCH

http://portal.legion.ca/branch-and-command-resources/all-branch-emails/2021_07-july

Facebook - Please be respectful to everyone at all times on our social media pages.
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BRANCH REMINDER - The patio/extended patio is a non-smoking area. Also, please keep

all alcoholic drinks inside the patio perimeter per AGCO laws.

Sports - Unfortunately, sports are still on hold at this time. Cards, Darts & Pool included.

Special Committees’ Reports

Ways & Means

Bar Chair

As of July 7, 2021, Maurice resigned

from the Bar Chair position. New Bar

Chair Position to be confirmed.

New Bartender

Debbie, from town, be sure to give her a

warm welcome to the branch!

Saturday Activities

Most Saturday Activities have also resumed - in-house bingo &

meat draw, with a fun, new twist! Shout out to members,

Diane, Terri & Gary for volunteering for our Saturday

Activities.

Fish Fry

Drive-Thru Ending as we

Return to Indoor Seating.

Our Thursday Drive Thru Fish

Fry Events over the last year

received an outstanding turnout

overall! We thank you all for your contributions, and

encourage you all to still order take-out at the branch.
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Shout out to the AMAZING volunteers who volunteer for the

Fish Fry, week in and week out. We thank the 809 Newark

Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron for their continuing

efforts and leg-work, to our Ladies for the Coleslaw prep, and

to the wonderful people of NOTL for all the support! We

have an amazing crew here at branch 124,

volunteers always welcome!

(There are more fish fry volunteers than pictured here)

Hall Rentals

Hall Rentals of the Ed Boldt Memorial Hall are set to resume in September.

House (Building)

Renovations to the branch

have been coming along

nicely. Thank you to

everyone’s volunteer work

towards the new look.
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Loving our gardens this

year! Thanks to our

incoming member Rick

Leitch for all the hard

volunteer work he's put

in! He's new(ish) to town,

so if you see him around

be sure to give him a

warm welcome!

Volunteers

Thank you to the volunteers who came in to put up the patio

tent - it’s really come in handy!

& to the many who have been assisting during this transition

period. We couldn’t have done it without all of you! Volunteers

are what make the branch go ‘round. :)

Hours:

Office 10am-2pm Monday-Friday

Clubroom & Patio 2pm-7pm Thursday-Sunday

Fish Fry 4pm-7pm Thursdays

Happy July everyone! We’re on the upward swing now.

Let’s all stay safe, and have fun!
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