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RIVERSIDE NEWS

Message from the President

4th Quarter 2024

Our amazing newsletter editor Sue has
an early deadline so I can only hope by the
time you read this we have had a civil and
conclusive outcome to the hallowed tenet of
our great American experiment, election
day.

I recently asked Newport News Codes
about political signs in yards since they
seem to run afoul of the city’s strict sign
ordinance which limits the size, location
and duration a temporary sign can be dis-
played. I received a thorough and interest-
ing response that I will paraphrase: 1) pro-
tected free speech competes with the city’s
interest in maintained yards 2) if sign ordi-
nances were enforced it could be perceived
as a partisan effort and finally 3) there are
just too many signs to police during elec-
tions.

Thank you to everyone who came out to
Riverside Day! Over 200 neighbors enjoyed
BBQ from Smoke and frozen treats from the
ice cream truck. The balloon artist again
proved to be the hardest working person in
Newport News and the musician was heard
to exclaim “I get to play here!?” as he was
driving down the path. Special thanks to
the volunteers who put it all together. We
always welcome new volunteers to join the
effort.

1 encourage everyone to come out to the
Annual Meeting and informational forum.
Every year the City and CNU send repre-
sentatives to hear your concerns and pro-
vide updates on items important to the
neighborhood. The level of support is ex-
ceptional and yet it is historically lightly
attended, even after shifting it away from its
previous mid-December slot.

This year, the Annual Meeting of Mem-

quirements for the meeting: One is to hear
annual summaries from the committees (to
include our finances) and the other is to
elect board members. This can only be
done if we have a quorum of 50% of our
members. Membership is established by a
household donating a minimum of $10 for
the year and doing so at least 10 days prior
to the meeting. If you can’t attend, please
take the time to fill out the Proxy that is an
insert in the newsletter or downloaded from
our website and give it to your designated
representative or email/text a picture of it to
us. There will be a Zoom option, but it will
be subject to the same registration process
as if you attended in person so, please join
early prior to the 7pm start. The Zoom in-
formation is published on the website. Be-
tween proxies, in-person attendance and
Zoom attendance, if a quorum is not estab-
lished, the rights of members to elect board
members will be assumed by the current
board, who will appoint members. If an
election takes place, please feel free to stay
after the meeting to monitor the count.
Please remember, Officers are elected by the
Board and not directly elected by the mem-
bership. Transparency and accountability
are important to the Board, as we strive to
make Riverside an even better place to live.

Please let a board member know or use
the “Contact Us” form on the website if you
would like to appear on the January ballot.
Or contact us if you would like to attend the
December 19th board meeting to learn
about the duties and commitment of a
board member.

Hope to see everyone interested in a
better Riverside at the Annual Meeting!

bers will be at 7pm on Thursday, January John Scott

9th at City Life Church. In addition to the RCCA President

public informational forum, which is open

to anyone, there are only two official re-
RCCA Notice of Black Friday Bonfire
Annual Meeting Friday, Nov. 29

Thursday, Jan. 9th, 7:00
(registration begins at 6:30)
City Life Church
311 Selden Rd.

Zoom meeting option available
Connection details at
Rcca-newportnews.com

Riverside Beach at dusk
Bring a chair and your favorite beverage to
enjoy the final bonfire of the season.

If it’s raining, it’s not happening!

1st leaf pickup
begins
Monday Dec 23

2nd leaf pickup
begins
February 3rd

Have leaves to curb no earlier
than one week before pickup.

Local Holiday
Happenings

Mariners’ Museum
Story Time with Santa
Dec.1 9:00-12:00

CNU
Holiday Happening Concert and
Lawn Lighting Dec. 8, 4:00

Ferguson Center

The Nut Cracker

Nov. 30-Dec 1
A Magical Cirque Christmas

Dec. 4 7:30

Port Warwick
Tree Lighting

Nov. 30 5:00-8:00
Hilton Village

Gingerbread Celebration and
Parade Dec. 14 4-8
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About the RCCA

The Riverside Community Civic
Association (RCCA) is the community
association  for  the Riverside
neighborhood, located between the

Mariners’ Museum, James River
Country Club, and Christopher
Newport University.

Mission

Our goal is to keep the residents of
Riverside informed and engaged in
order to strengthen our community.
The RCCA is involved in several areas
including: the Neighborhood Watch
program, management of the common
area property, beach improvements,
road safety, and neighborhood
relations (City, CNU, and Police) .
Activities

The Board is active in planning and
hosting several community events
throughout the year, like the Easter
Egg Hunt, Riverside Day, and the
annual Family Cookout.

Membership

Our RCCA membership was 176
thru Nov 7, 2024. Membership in the

. .Riverside Community
Mo . Civic Association

RCCA is voluntary with a minimum
$10 donation per year. We will
publish the current list of members in
each newsletter to recognize our
contributors and help our residents
keep track of their membership status.

Support from our residents pays for
community events, upkeep of the
beach and common areas and
neighborhood improvements. Your
membership also allows you a vote at
the annual meeting. The RCCA
provides a community forum to

discuss neighborhood  issues and
addresses concerns with the City,
University, and other organizations.

We thank you for your support, and
ask that you please help the RCCA by
initiating or renewing your
membership each year. Our fiscal year
runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31.

To Join

You can join the RCCA by using the
preaddressed envelope found in the
newsletter and mail it to our
Membership  Coordinator,  Tracy
Johnson. You can also join
by using Venmo on our
website with the QR code
here. Make sure you enter g
your name as you want it to s
appear in the Newsletter, as %
well as your address in the
note box so that we can
credit you with your donation.
Contact Us by visiting
https://reca-newportnews.com
or use the board member contact info
on the back of the newsletter.

RCCA
(@RCCANNVA

X PORT WARWICK %

i x

DPuedented &y VHS | Virginia Health Services

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH « 5PM - 8PM
3100 WILLIAM STYRON SQUAREN, NEWPORT NEMS

Christmas Tree Lighting * Meet with Santa and Take Pictures ¢ Fairy Hair
Holiday Balloons * Games ¢ Choral Groups * Face Painting * Train Rides

WWW.PORTWARWICKEVENTS.COM
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CNU Neighborhood
Relations Report

RCCA’s Native Plants
Landscape Program

The CNU Neighbor Relations committee held its fall
meeting on September 23rd. RCCA Board members John
Scott and Kevin Hoffman were in attendance. While all
nearby neighborhoods are invited, Riverside has been the
only neighborhood to send representatives for several
years. A variety of issues that are important to our neigh-
borhood were discussed.

The CNU and Newport News Police Departments have
enhanced their communications and cooperation for area
nuisance calls. Several specific locations have been identi-
fied and are to get “extra” attention.

CNU reported that The Sun Trust bank building across
from the Chick-fil-A and the former Coastal Dog Services
building at the intersection of Warwick Blvd and Nettles
Dr. are slated for demolition. The Sun Trust building will
be torn down to make way for a large sustainably land-
scaped green area to be enjoyed by both students and the
community.

Newport News has asked CNU for input to its 20-year
comprehensive plan. Planning is beginning for another
One City Marathon, currently scheduled for the first week-
end in March.

Newport News reports that the Lions Bridge Dam pro-
ject is about 95% complete. They are working on addition-
al riprap along the shoreline. Wetland vegetation has been
planted in select locations. When it matures, it will look
like the vegetation along Kettle Pond.

The City also let us know of an even later pick up time
for leaves this year, not starting until Dec 23rd. No-rain
October has delayed when our leaves fall but there will still
be a challenge complying with the only-one-week prior rule
for getting leaves to the curb. The second collection isn’t
until February 3rd which only helps the street aesthetics if
you abide by the rules and don’t put them out early. Un-
fortunately, the alternative is bagging, which cuts into the
supply source for the compost the city sells. RCCA’s web-
site has a link to the schedule and an interactive tracker of
exactly what streets have already been serviced.

The next Neighbor Relations meeting will be scheduled
at a later date in the Spring.

Unlike traditional landscaping, Native Planting focuses
on providing the host plants for insects that are the foun-
dation of mother nature’s food chain. Emphasis is on al-
lowing the remains of plants to stay in place over the win-
ter to provide homes and food for beneficial insects. This
includes “leaving the leaves” and other biomass to com-
plete the life cycle of returning nutrients to the soil.

This “wild” and “messy” look does not align with tradi-
tional landscaping that evolved from the formal gardens of
the upper classes in Europe. Many native plants are
thought of as weeds and their common names often in-
clude the word weed in them. Their flowers are not as
showy in most cases and usually are much smaller.

However, a middle ground (no pun intended), could be
a well-kept native (or partially native) garden as exhibited
by our efforts at the corner of Central Parkway and River-
side Drive . Please drop by and see for yourself. The red
Winterberry bushes are particularly nice this time of year.

This type of garden is the vision of the Back Yard Na-
tional Park movement founded by Doug Tallamy. Doug, a
renowned author and insect scientist, was the featured
speaker at CNU’s 2024 Gardening Symposium. His books
offer a hopeful path to a future that restores insect popula-
tions crucial for our local web of life. He has written a chil-
dren’s version of his book, Natures Best Hope, that helps to
offset the “doom scrolling” affecting the outlook of some of
our younger generations. For more information, take a
look at https://homegrownnationalpark.org/. Maybe we
really can make a difference.

Speeding on Country Club

Speeding on Country Club seems to be a perennial
problem. Parents dropping children at Riverside Elemen-
tary get a first hand look at residents who travel well above
the 25 hour speed limit, sometimes with phone in hand.
Suggestions such as repainting the crosswalk lines for bet-
ter visibility and getting a radar enforcement sign, have
been made. The police are working with the school to ex-
plore the possibility of adding a crossing guard to the other
crosswalk so they are both manned.

The city also has a process to request traffic calming,
such as speed bumps. Among other requirements, 75 sig-
natures from impacted neighbors are needed to be consid-
ered. Please contact board member Tara Helmick (contact
information on the last page) if you would like to help.

Please follow the speed limit on Country Club. It just
doesn't seem like it should be so hard to do.

BBB Tel (757) 595-8414
=8 Cell (757) 876-4372

Painting & Walleovering

Residential & Commercial GRAdSCOTOMSERVeTZDN NSt

It's Time To Think about
Taking Care of Your
Biggest Investment
Licensed and Insured
VA LIC #27051 38455
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Nicolls
==

Yowr nelghborivood REALTOR!

BROKER ASSOCIATE ABR. CBR, CDPE, CLHMS, CRS, CSP, CVC, GRI, RPM, SFR, SRES
757-696-3636 RE/MAX Hall of Fame
LilaNicolls@remax.net - H -

LilaNicolls. com RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement

Riverside Resident since 1971
RE/MAX Peninsula

11838 Rock Landing Dr., Suite 140 SServing Hlampton (Roads
757-873-3636 L

Abways atl yowr semvice!

www.CallWorleys.com

757-351-4852

ChuckWorley Vice P, 5|d t
‘ |dent Fuvers:d

EncapSﬁ]éTéd k-
Crawls

3300 Off* 70 Off*

HVAC Equipment, Generator, HVAC HVAC (per system)
Crawlspace Encapsulation, Plumbing Whole House Plumbing
Tankless Water Heater Electrical Electrical

*Not to be combined with any other offer
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Holiday Safety and Crime Prevention Tips from National Neighborhood Watch

A 2024 Security.org survey noted that 49 million
Americans (nearly 19%) have had at least one package
stolen in the past twelve months. Package theft tends to
be a crime of opportunity rather than a reflection of local-
ized lawlessness. Where parcels are numerous, unguard-
ed, or exposed, incidents of piracy are likely to be higher
regardless of overall crime rates. Billions of parcels will
be delivered as we approach the holidays. Below are safe-
ty tips for your packages, as well as some for the houses
where they’re left.

Tips to Protect Your Packages:

+ Network with Neighbors. Ask them to grab packag-
es if you are unable.

¢ Reschedule delivery or ask for a package hold while
out of town.

Use your delivery company’s smart lock feature.
Install security cameras.

Get a Package Guard.

Get a P.O. Box at the Post Office.

Use your delivery company lockers.

Set up notifications to track your packages.

Get your packages delivered to your office.
Require a signature on delivery.

Insure your packages.

* & 6 6 6 O O 0 o

What to do if you become a porch pirate victim:

¢ Check with your delivery company to make sure
your package was actually delivered.

¢ Check with your neighbors (don’t forget Riverside’s
Facebook page or Nextdoor).

+ Know exactly what is in the missing box.

¢ Call 911 and ask for an officer to come to your
home.

¢ Ifyou have a security camera, get a copy of any vid-
eo to police. Ask your neighbors if their cameras
captured the thief in action.

¢ Ifyou see the thief, pay attention to what his or her
vehicle looks like and its license plate number. Sec-
ond to that, get the thief’s physical description —
ender, approximate height and weight and what
they’re wearing — so you can tell an officer.

Protect Your Home

¢ Install secondary locks on all doors and windows
(window pins, deadbolts, dowels, etc.)

+ Don't hide spare keys in mailboxes, planters, or
under doormats.

¢ Light dark areas and entrances with outdoor lights
that are activated by sensors.

¢ Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed. Overgrown
foliage provides a hiding place for criminals.

. P_l(rilce gifts where they can't be seen from the out-
side.

+ Consider a safe deposit box or personal safe for val-
uables.

# Mail cards, checks or gift certificates from the Post

Office or USPS collection box.
¢ Always lock your vehicle and remove valuables.

Strangers at your Door

¢ Use caution anytime there is a stranger at your
door.

¢ Be suspicious of unexpected sales calls or deliveries.
Ask for identification.

¢ Be aware of scams that take advantage of people's
generosity during the holidays.

¢ Investigate charities before making donations. Ask
how the funds will be used.

Leaving for the Holidays

¢ Ask a trusted friend or neighbor to watch your
home.

¢ Use Alexa or set timers for lights and radios.
¢ Make arrangements for mail and newspapers.

After the Holidays
¢ Don't advertise expensive gifts. Compress large box-
es and place in black garbage bags.
¢ Add items of value to your home inventory.

¢ Consider engraving new items to help identify them
in the event they are .

Our neighborhood has been relatively crime-free, but
there have been a few reports of late night issues. A vehi-
cle on the 300 block of Central Parkway was broken into
and doorbell cameras are recording people “strolling”
through the neighborhood casually checking door handles.
This is happening very late at night and/or very early in
the morning. Make sure you leave lights on, lock your ve-
hicles, and don’t leave anything you don’t want stolen
within view of those “casual strollers.” We have also had a
lot of late-night traffic at the beach, which closes at sunset.
The RCCA has asked the police to drive by more often to dis-
suade the visits.

Wishing you a safe and happy Holiday season!
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Treasurer’s Report

New Neighbor

Mac Collins reported at October’'s RCCA board meeting that income
for both membership and advertising was up, while planned expenses
were down thru October. Advertising revenue is projected to be up 15%.
Recent expenditures include Riverside Day. So far this year, there have
been no expenses for tree removal, so that expense may be avoided. Wel-
coming Committee expenses are projected to be greater than budgeted.
Landscape expansion continues by allowing native plants, at zero cost, to
prosper by identifying them and removing the surrounding weeds. We
will need future funds to outsource some design, installation and long-
term maintenance of the Native Landscape Program. We also hope to
recruit and train more volunteers to perform these functions as the pro-
gram grows. A completed 2024 financial statement will be published in
the next edition of the newsletter.

L) Y
— — i’ o

EUROPEAN AND
CONTINENTAL
ANTIQUES

242 W. 21st St.
Norfolk, VA

www.millard-lowe.com

757-776-9046 |
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- PURVEYOR OF THE FABULOUS!

Please join us in welcoming an-
other happy resident to Riverside.
Mary Baker moved onto Central
Parkway in August. She first be-
came familiar with Riverside in
2022 when one of her 3 children
moved here from Hampton. Mary
fell in love with our neighborhood
and so began her journey to River-
side. Mary has been a senior IT as-
set specialist for 23 34 years at
Hampton City Schools, where she
manages IT inventory.

Family is everything to Mary,
who is so proud of all her kids. Dan-
iel (finance at Ferguson) and his
wife Angela (engineer at HRSD) live
in Riverside with their 2 children
Betsy (6) and Petra (3). Megan is a
teacher at Newport News Public
Schools. while her husband Tyler is
a self employed contractor. Finally,
Hannah is a speech therapist who
runs Speak Volumes Therapy in
Newport News, and who is engaged
to Kyle, a fire fighter in Norfolk. In
her spare time, Mary enjoys biking,
yoga and music.

Welcome to Riverside, Mary!

Great progress has been
made on the beach retain-
ing wall. Special thanks to
Kevin Jordan and Mac
Collins for their hard work
making this happen.
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2024 Members

$500 and above - 8 Households

$250 to $499 - 11 Households

$100 to $249 - 56 Households

Empire

BUILDER

797-618-0340

FREE ESTIMATES.
BATHS, KITGHENS AND MORE.
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$100 to $249—continued

$50 to $99 - 45 Households

/\xReaIty Partners

A New Name, Fresh Leadership

Lind: on
Managing Broker / Partner

40 YEARS ﬁ ET’ of innovation

Senlor Partner / CEO

757-873-1002 homes@ggrva.com
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PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
PROGRAM

kidlifeclub@citylifeva.com

(757) 595-7665

311 SELDEN RD.
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Dues $10 to $49—56 Households

Empire

BUILDER

1L 6.6 6 6 ¢

“THERE ONE THING | CAN SAY: QUALITY IS THE MAIN GOAL.

ONE BIG APPLAUSE | CAN GIVE IS CORI AND HIS ASSISTANT.

THE NEXT IS THE LADY IN CHARGE, THE OWNER, TARA. SHE
WILL CARRY OUT THE PLAN AND MAKE IT HAPPEN.

SOIGIVE ALL OF YOU A ROUND OF APPLAUSE.
BATHROOMS, KITCHEN AND OTHER THINGS YOU ARE
PLANNING, CALL THEM. THE PRICE IS RIGHT.”

AL STALCUP
308 CENTRAL PKWY
NEWPORT NEWS, VA

797-618-0040 v

v

“[HIGHLY RECOMMEND EMPIRE BUILDER, INC FOR ANY
RENOVATIONS OR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS YOU MIGHT
HAVE. TARA'S CREW IS VERY PROFESSIONAL AND EASY TO
WORK WITH. EVERY DAY TARA WOULD CALL TO LET ME
KNOW WHAT THE PLANS WERE FOR THE DAY AND TO SEE IF |
NEEDED ANYTHING. I'VE DEALT WITH OTHER CONTRACTORS
BUT NONE AS EFFICIENT AS EMPIRE BUILDER, INC.”
HARRY DAVIS
OLDHAM CIRCLE
WILLIAMSBURG, VA

SCAN ()
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Grace United Methodist Church pastor rev. Forrest “Hank” Teague

grqce “WE WELCOME EVERYONE- WITHOUT EXCEPTION”
~ UMC 1209 Country Club Road, Newport News, VA 23606
(757) 595-0017 GraceUMC1209@gmail.com

Connect ,Serve,& Grow with Grace

NOVEMBER
Worship Series- Stepping Up In Faith
11/24 Thanksgiving worship & meal, bless Tgiving bags

DECEMBER
Advent Worship Series— Good News
12/11 Serve CNU exam snacks and last donation day
12/13 Serve homeless at PORT shelter
12/24 Christmas Eve Candelight Service 6:30 pm

JANUARY
Wl/§ Sunday Worship at 10 AM Worship Series— I'M NOT OK It’s Ok to tell God your not OK
Faith Formation Groups-11AM

Want more info?
Scan for our Facebook page
or call, email, or stop by.

RIZONA

OUR NEW MACHINE

IN HOUSE
SIGN PRINTING

(PICK UP - NO SHIPPING ADDED!)

SIGNS AS LOW AS

7300 George Washington Mem Hwy Suite B Yorktown, VA 23692 * print@jhprinting.net * 757-898-4400
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RCCA Board Contact Information (Years as Board Member)

President (9 years)

Vice President (6 years)
Secretary (8 years)
Treasurer (9 years)
Board Member (15 years)
Board Member (8 years)
Board Member (4 years)
Board Member (2 years)

Board Member (1 year)

John Scott 21 Cale Circle

Scott Cone 604 Riverside Drive
Kevin Hoffman 327 Parkway Drive
Mac Collins 121 Tipton Road
Tracy Johnson 322 Central Parkway
Sue Peters 115 Dogwood Drive
Debi Warren 100 Riverside Dr
Wolfgang Leesch 504 Riverside Drive

Tara Helmick

7 Sir Francis Wyatt Place

Community Contact Information

(757) 599-4787
(646) 853-0261.
(757) 596-0553
(757) 871-0356
(757) 303-1100
(757) 303-2864
(757) 291-3324
(646) 512-0448

(757) 618-0540

RCCA
RCCA Board
Neighborhood Watch
Newsletter
RCCA Email
Neighborhood Events Committee
Neighborhood Improvements
Neighborhood Communications
Welcome Committee
Nextdoor Social Media Network
Facebook Social Media Network

Facebook Social Media Network

Community
CNU Community Relations
Police Non-Emergency
Central Precinct
Animal Control
City Service Contact Center
City Water
Dominion Virginia Power
Cox Cable

Virginia Natural Gas

Contact Information

RCCA-newportnews.com

riversideNNneighborhoodwatch@gmail.com

suelspeters@gmail.com
nnvarcca@gmail.com
RCCAeventscommittee@gmail.com
757-871-0356
suelspeters@gmail.com
757-291-3324
riversidenewportnews.nextdoor.com

Riverside Community Civic Association

Residents of Riverside NNVA

(757) 594-7190

(757) 247-2500
(757) 591-4978

(757) 595-7387

311 or (757) 933-2311
(757) 926-1000
1-866-366-4357
(757) 224-2222
1-877-572-3342

General questions, comments
Kevin Hoffman
Sue Peters, Editor

Open

Mac Collins

Sue Peters

Debi Warren

Forum for sharing news with Riverside neighbors

Open Forum available to general public for sharing
news with Riverside neighbors

Closed Forum for residents only to share news with
Riverside neighbors

Issues with CNU students

Riverside is located in the Central Precinct
Use to file a report

Strays, injured or dead animals

Codes, Stormwater, Road Maint., Sewer
Evenings or weekends, call 234-4800
Dominion Power also maintains street lights
Problems with cable TV service

Gas leak or service questions



