Instructions for Unidentified Anomalous Phenomenon (UAPs)
It is reasonable to assume that among members of the topical seminar community there is great skepticism about the presence on Earth of aliens from other places in the universe. However, over the last eighty years much “evidence” has been accumulating from numerous sources asserting humans are not alone on the planet. That we are frequently being visited by alien beings. That the government has information they are concealing from the public, which will prove an alien presence. That there are numerous visual and radar sightings of alien craft by civilian and military pilots. That there are numerous reports of alien abductions of humans. These events have given rise to a considerable number of conspiracy theorists asserting that the truth is being withheld from the public by our government.
Given the increased intensity of public interest and efforts by congress to shed light on this issue, Stu and I thought it a worthwhile endeavor to explore the possibility of extraterrestrial life showing up on our planet. We will look at it from the conspiracy theory perspective, the psychological and sociological perspective, scientific inquiry and the physics of space travel.
It is important to note that is impossible to prove aliens do not exist on Earth. We would have to do an exhaustive search because you would need to do the impossible task of checking everywhere throughout the planet to come to such a conclusion. However, proving that aliens are among us requires the finding of one concrete verifiable example. 
The Roswell crash of 1947 marked the beginning of the cold war era interest by researchers and enthusiasts into the origins of UFOs.  The incident involved debris from a high-altitude balloon, which later fueled conspiracy theories about extraterrestrial spacecraft being recovered at Area 51. This secretive military base has since become synonymous with UFO lore and government cover-ups.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Read “The Roswell Incident (1947) by Patrick Gunn or numerous other sources] 

As stated previously, most of the discussion of alien life on earth is driven by conspiracy theories and witness contacts that imply aliens are here, but the evidence is being withheld by governments. Here is how the search for UAPs (formerly UFOs) has evolved, from early Cold War panic to today's more institutionalized scientific and governmental effort.
“The early government era (1947–1969)
· 1947 – Kenneth Arnold's sighting near Mount Rainier sparks the modern "flying saucer" craze; the Air Force launches its first formal inquiry that year.
· 1948–1969 – The Air Force runs a sequence of investigations: Project Sign (1948), Project Grudge (1949), and finally Project Blue Book (1952–1969), which documented over 12,000 sightings, categorizing them as "identified" or "unidentified," with roughly 6% remaining unidentified.
· 1953 – The CIA-convened Robertson Panel concludes most sightings have mundane explanations and downplays any security threat.
· 1968 – The Condon Report, a University of Colorado study, concludes the study of UFOs was unlikely to yield major scientific discoveries, effectively ending serious government interest for decades.
· 1969 – Project Blue Book is shut down in response to the Condon Report.
The quiet decades and quiet revival (1970s–2016)
· Government interest goes dark publicly, though civilian groups like the Center for UFO Studies keep investigating.
· 2007 – Senator Harry Reid helps establish classified Pentagon programs — AAWSAP and AATIP — to study advanced aerospace threats, contracted partly through Bigelow Aerospace; these run until 2012.
The modern disclosure era (2017–present)
· 2017 – The New York Times breaks the story of the secret Pentagon program and releases the now-famous "Tic Tac" Navy video, reigniting mainstream interest.
· 2020 – The Department of Defense officially confirms three leaked Navy videos (FLIR1, Gimbal, GoFast) are authentic and remain unidentified; the Unidentified Aerial Phenomena Task Force is formally created under the Navy.
· 2021 – The Director of National Intelligence releases the first public UAP report to Congress, cataloguing over 140 unexplained incidents.
· 2022 – The DoD creates the All-domain Anomaly Resolution Office (AARO), succeeding the UAP Task Force, with its mission expanded to include objects in space, underwater, and moving between domains. The same year, NASA announces its own independent scientific study team. The House Intelligence subcommittee also holds its first public UAP hearing since 1969.
· 2023 – NASA's study team publishes its final report on September 14, 2023, with recommendations for how NASA could help advance UAP understanding, and NASA creates a Director of UAP Research position. Also in 2023, former intelligence official David Grusch testifies under oath before Congress [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcrCMLVk614]with controversial claims about the government possessing non-human craft — testimony that has not been independently substantiated but significantly raised public attention.
· 2024–2026 – AARO continues issuing periodic historical and status reports to Congress; NASA and AARO push for more standardized data collection (satellites, sensors) to reduce the "unidentified" backlog scientifically rather than anecdotally.
The overall arc has moved from a Cold War national-security lens (Blue Book, Robertson Panel), to official dismissal (Condon Report), to a decades-long gap, and finally to today's more transparent, multi-agency approach combining defense (AARO), science (NASA), and congressional oversight — treating UAPs primarily as a data and sensor-fusion problem rather than an extraterrestrial mystery.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Claude AI Downloaded September 26, 2026 ] 

 It would be impossible to systematically go over all the materials that are available on this topic. Therefore, we will use the following outline to help familiarize ourselves with the issues.
Sampling of reports of UAP sightings.
The "Tic Tac" incident (2004) [ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnIG-i2WCfg]
Pilot sightings: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDxYZyMEmUU&list=PLivjPDlt6ApSfds97w8_Ktcltk8rGpoCO
Alien abduction video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XzKxf0d908
US Government recently released UAP files:  https://uap-files.org/
Responses from people who believe UAPs are worth investigating.
Imminent by Luis Elizondo  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OMGOvuJV5M
Also read Article 1: Summary of the book “Imminent” by Elizondo
Interview with UFO whistleblower David Grusch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBAISwCZ2v0
Article about David Grusch: Intelligence Officials Say U.S. Has Retrieved Craft of Non-Human Origin - The Debrief

Psychological and sociological perspectives.
The Conversation:  https://theconversation.com/why-people-tend-to-believe-ufos-are-extraterrestrial-208403
Psychological Perspectives on UFO claims: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological_perspectives_on_UFO_claims
The natural science perspective
Professor Michio Kaku & Ross Coulthart interview| UFO UAP News: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEs-lrw_hhQ
Read Article 2: Are We Alone by Stu Johnson
Questions For discussion
Stu Johnson explains facts about the known and unknown parts of the universe as they relate to space travel. He points out the issues related to the possibilities of planets sustaining life. He also points to the extraordinary difficulty of space travel. He discusses the complexity of encountering aliens.  Michio Kaku explains how the space time continuum could be altered in a way that would enable travel faster than the speed of light. It would require massive amounts of energy far beyond what is available on Earth. However, it is theoretically possible that a much-advanced civilization somewhere in the universe could have discovered abilities of travel faster than the speed of light. 
Despite the scientific skepticism, there has been 80 years of accumulating accounts of citing, many from credible sources.   This raises several questions for discussion.
What evidence would you require to believe that alien life is present on earth?
_____________________________________________________________________
Luis Elizondo, David Grusch, navy commander David Fravor (TicTac), each have given testimony about the appearance of unidentified anomalous phenomenon (UAPs). Each of these men have been involved with government activities related to UAPs.  
How do we square their stories with the requirements of scientific evidence?
________________________________________________________________________
Barry Markovsky, distinguished Professor Emeritus of Sociology, University of South Carolina in the “Conversation” article explains possible reasons why credible witnesses can be mistaken about UAP events. “Anyone, including pilots and intelligence officers, can be socially influenced to see things that aren’t there. Research shows that hearing from others who claim to have seen something extraordinary is enough to induce similar judgments. The effect is heightened when the influencers are numerous or higher in status. Even recognized experts aren’t immune from misjudging unfamiliar images obtained under unusual conditions.”  
How influenced are you by this article? Do you believe it is part of human psychology to want to accept paranormal phenomenon?
_________________________________________________________________________  
What do you believe to be the appropriate role of government in dealing with the issues related to UAPs?
____________________________________________________________________________
If we ever obtain acceptable scientific evidence that extraterrestrial intelligent life exists on our planet, what would be the impact on the institutions of society?
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