
 

Summary, Beyond Objectivity1 
 

The document "Beyond Objectivity: Producing Trustworthy News in Today's Newsrooms" is a 

comprehensive report authored by Leonard Downie Jr. and Andrew Heyward, with additional 

contributions from other journalists and researchers. The report addresses the evolving concept 

of journalistic objectivity, questioning whether it remains a viable goal in the modern media 

landscape and proposing new standards for trustworthy news production. 

 

Key Themes and Sections: 

 

1. Introduction: 

   - The report opens with a critical examination of the traditional notion of journalistic 

"objectivity." It argues that objectivity is under siege from various fronts, including polarized 

media, misinformation, and social media, which have blurred the lines between news and 

opinion. 

   - The authors suggest that the term "objectivity" is increasingly seen as outdated, with many 

journalists and media critics advocating for new standards that better reflect today's diverse and 

complex society. 

 

2. Historical Context: 

   - The report traces the history of journalistic objectivity, noting that it has never been formally 

defined or codified. Objectivity became a guiding principle in American journalism in the 20th 

century, partly as a reaction to government propaganda during World War I and the rise of 

public relations. 

   - Over time, the concept of objectivity was challenged by events such as McCarthyism, the 

civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and the Watergate scandal. These events led to more 

skeptical and investigative journalism, which sometimes clashed with the idea of objectivity. 

 

3. Challenges to Objectivity: 

   - The report discusses how changes in society, including the rise of cable news, the internet, 

and social media, have further eroded the traditional notion of objectivity. News consumers have 

become more ideologically divided, leading to a decline in trust in the media. 

   - The report highlights the role of newsroom diversity in challenging the status quo of 

objectivity. It argues that the traditional standards of objectivity have often reflected the 

perspectives of white, educated, and affluent men, marginalizing other voices. 

 

4. The Role of Diversity and Inclusion: 

   - A significant portion of the report is dedicated to discussing how diversity and inclusion in 

newsrooms can lead to more trustworthy journalism. It emphasizes the importance of having a 

diverse staff that reflects the community being covered and advocates for creating an inclusive 

newsroom culture where all voices are heard. 

 
1 This summary was generated by ChatGPT. 

https://cronkitenewslab.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Beyond-Objectivity-Report-3.pdf


   - The report also explores the complexities of how journalists' identities and experiences can 

influence their reporting. It calls for nuanced discussions about the relationship between identity 

and objectivity in news coverage. 

 

5. Social Media and Political Activity: 

   - The report examines the challenges newsrooms face in setting policies for journalists' use of 

social media and participation in political activities. It acknowledges the difficulty of balancing 

the need for journalistic impartiality with the desire for journalists to express their opinions and 

engage in activism. 

 

6. New Standards for Trustworthy Journalism: 

   - The report concludes with a "Trustworthy News Playbook," offering guidelines for 

newsrooms. These include striving for truth rather than mere accuracy, embracing diversity and 

inclusion, establishing clear policies on social media and political activity, focusing on original 

and investigative reporting, and increasing transparency in the news production process. 

   - The report also encourages newsrooms to define and live by their core values, arguing that 

these values should guide their journalism in a way that fosters trust with their audience. 

 

Conclusion: 

The report argues that the concept of objectivity needs to be reimagined in today's media 

landscape. It advocates for a more inclusive, transparent, and values-driven approach to 

journalism that better serves a diverse society. The ultimate goal is to produce news that is not 

only accurate but also trustworthy and reflective of the communities it covers. 


