Terzian response to masculinity

Are strength, courage, ambition, and competitiveness inherently masculine—or are they human qualities principally shaped by culture and circumstance? 
It would be fair to say that some of these human qualities are driven by biological differences between men and women.  Male hormones such as testosterone relate to physical strength and physical competitiveness. However, like all physical attributes, they are shaped by the environment. Put differently, it is an interplay between nature and nurture.  However, it would be difficult to say that these are exclusively masculine characteristics. For example, women are proving themselves to be much more competitive than men in higher education. Women in Afghanistan have demonstrated a level of courage well beyond the men who seek to oppress them.
Must these traits conflict with empathy, equality, care, and emotional openness? 
The simple answer is that they do not have to conflict, but the efforts needed to have these traits existing together with traditional male traits requires the renegotiation of existing power and control arrangements.  Traditional men see empathy, equality, care and emotional openness as threats. Nevertheless, over the last thirty years, we have seen a societal shift to a more humanistic, pro-feminist direction.  Recently, however, the politics of the right are seeking to reconstruct the masculinity of the past. A recent example of this effort is the Secretary of War’s statement “No fatties, no trannies, no beardos, no weirdos, no wimps, no radicals” To maintain power and control as a nation he believes there is a need for what he describes as a “warrior” masculinity. To achieve this, it is essential to dismantle DEI, which emphasizes the need for empathy, equality, care and emotional openness. 
Why do some contemporary accounts of masculinity appeal to dominance, hierarchy, and traditional gender roles? 
The onset of the women’s movement as highlighted by the failed Equal Rights Amendment set the direction for the empowerment of women. They are much more competitive in the marketplace and have abandoned many of the traditional roles expected of them in society. Consequently, traditional male privileges have been undermined, creating the need to redefine what it means to be a male. One reaction to this situation is an attempt to reassert traditional male authority. We see this in the MAGA movement with the focus on traditional marriage and family.
 What would a positive vision of masculinity look like, and how can society nurture it?
Men and women must become gender fluid, not in a sexual way, but in terms of the roles and power relationships that our advanced modern society requires to survive. The specifics of this will make for an interesting discussion.


