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	Reframing a work of Romeo and Juliet into a Hallmark Channel story can trivialize the enduring relevance of Shakespeare’s masterful classic.  Nonetheless, an updated or derivative work can give the audience an opportunity to experience a classical work in modern terms and serve as an educational tool to increase understanding of the original. As the audience focuses on elements that might otherwise be obscured by early modern English, the updated work can serve the original rather than compete with it.  
	Franco Zeffirelli's 1968 film, Romeo and Juliet, is a prime example of educational reframing in English literature classrooms.  Students can identify with Shakespeare’s play after viewing the star-crossed lovers as teenagers like themselves, making Zeffirelli’s film a perfect companion to Shakespeare's text.  Students can then bridge the gap between early English language with a current emotional experience. Zeffirelli intentionally cast Olivia Hussey (15) and Leonard Whiting (17) to capture the youthful themes of impulsive passion, family loyalty, and tragic consequence. It also gives educators an effective opportunity to discuss Shakespeare's language, structure and relevance.  Zeffirelli also brought Verona to life with his vivid presentation of everyday Renaissance life. This intense teenage experience was probably what Shakespeare intended.  
	Arthur Laurents’ theater and book version of West Side Story (1957) transplants the original story of Romeo and Juliet to rival mid-20th century gangs of the Lower East Side.  Rather than simply updating Shakespeare’s masterpiece, Arthur Laurents creative adaptation reflects the sociological structures of immigration, urbanization, gentrification (2021 version) and rival racial gangs of the 20th century’s New York's poor.  
	Steven Spielberg’s West Side Story (2021)), which is also based on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet (1594), is a masterfully-crafted derivative of Arthur Laurents’ work.  Spielberg’s intent was not to produce something entirely new.  Rather, the 2021 version “gently” corrects the original film’s historical, cultural, and representational shortcomings (Roger Eibert).  By providing deeper character backstories, authentic Latino casting, and improved choreography, the updated version is a worthy, more grounded reinvention.
	Studied together, the works provide an opportunity to explore how a foundational story can be reshaped by radically different eras while retaining the thematic core.  The works that are drawn from Shakespeare's play reveal his conviction that Romeo and Juliet’s deaths were not inevitable but socially preventable. Shakespeare's language, dense with wordplay, oxymoron, and lyrical beauty, externalizes the lovers' internal lives in ways that Zeffirelli displays through visual grandeur and teen authenticity, while West Side Story (2021) transposes that lyrical beauty into song and choreography. All the works rely on the speed and secrecy of young love and demonstrate that the tragedy of love destroyed by social division is a permanent feature of the human condition.
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