Terzian Response to Comedy
 My first example is a joke that I invented myself and I like to tell. I start a conversation with someone, and it leads to my delivering a punchline that everyone finds funny.  It goes something like this:
Cathy: I’m worried about my friend. She just discovered that she has colon cancer. I hope she’s going to be all right.
Aram: Sorry to hear that. Be hopeful as there’s a lot they can do to fight it.
Cathy: I hope so.
Aram: I don’t know if you know this, but a number of years ago, I had two bouts with colon cancer.
Cathy: No, I did not know that. What happened?
Aram: At the age of 60 I had my first colonoscopy and the doctor discovered I had polyps. It turns out that they were cancerous. Fortunately, they were able to get the polyps out. The doctor did a colectomy to eliminate the possibility of the spread of cancer. Then a year later, the doctor found a cluster of polyps that were precancerous, which ended up by my having additional surgery to cut out more of my colon.
Cathy: That sounds awful. Are you all right?
Aram: Yes, I’m fine except now I have a “;”
Discussion of this first example:
The first time I told this punchline was done spontaneously. It was nothing I had planned to say. It’s just my own personal sense of humor coming out. But every time I have that conversation with somebody different, they always seem to laugh when I delivered the punchline. Using your paradigm of a 6th sense, the unexpected pun on the word colon was the trigger.
My second example is from a longtime friend of mine.
Ant’ney: Hey Aram, have you ever rented one of those porno videos?
Aram: Do you mean like “Debbie does Dallas” or “Wanda whips Wall Street?”
Ant’ney:  Yeah, (pause) I had a dream about my going into the video store up the street and renting “Debbie does Dallas.”  I had them put into a paper bag. 
Aram: What’s the matter. Were you embarrassed? 
Ant’ney: Yo Aram, I went to Catholic school.
Aram:  Well, anyway, what about your dream?
Ant’ney: I come out of the video store, and I am waiting on the corner for the bus to come so I can go home.  The bus arrives and the door opens to let out passengers. Just at that moment the video falls out of the bag and onto the ground just as every nun I ever had in high school gets off the bus.
Discussion of this second example:
The story that my friend tells is ironic, it is an exaggeration, and it is unexpected. (This joke needs to be told out loud.)

I would like to comment on another aspect of comedy. I am curious about the boundaries within which comedy is acceptable in today’s culture. I recall back to a Saturday night routine back in 1975 between Richard Pryor and Chevy Chase. Here is a link to the short skit. It would be interesting to see what others feel about this type of comedy.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuEBBwJdjhQ


