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America is at a critical juncture.  The election of 2024 clearly shows a red shift, specifically among Latino, African-American and working-class voters.  If the current climate of intense polarization, economic anxiety, concern over immigration, rising autocracy and declining hegemony remain for a number of years, we could see a critical realignment in American politics.  This realignment also reflects a global trend as Western democracies adopt conservative populism.

But the issue of intense division isn’t new.  Since the 1790s, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson had conflicting views of America.  Hamilton, a Federalist, believed a strong central government would promote industrialization, whereas Jefferson favored an agrarian nation.
Hopefully, this current trend will correct itself as America’s constitutional government has done in the past.  

To restore America’s democratic institutions, Democrats need build a strong grassroots coalition (as MAGA did), take legal action at the state-level, and—most importantly—refocus their message on working-class issues, such as affordability, health care, and jobs.  

After the fall of the Soviet Union, America adopted Most Favored Nation trade status with China.  It is no surprise this policy failed to maintain American hegemony.  To compete with China, the U.S. needs to focus on technological innovation, such as the CHIPS Act, strengthen domestic manufacturing through targeted investment, and restore partnerships with allies.  Currently, President Trump’s policy endorses tax cuts for corporations without regulations or safety standards to prevent misuse. 

Oligarchy can only be reversed through a strong democratic base but that can be done.  As Polybius described in 200 BCE, political systems cycle from monarchy, tyranny, aristocracy, oligarchy, and democracy.   If Polybius is correct, America has reason for hope as democracy will follow. According to Polybius, cyclical decline occurs because each form of government inherently breeds corruption and instability.
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