Cathy Johnson Response to Comedy – Topical Seminar
November 10, 2025
	
	Although I enjoy social critics, such as Jimmy Kimmel and Jon Stewart, my favorite form of entertainment is the whimsical romantic comedy.   Romantic comedies give me an opportunity to escape from the barrage of daily news.  My favorite fairytale is Moonstruck, which has a magical quality and hilarious scenes.  Like other romantic comedies, Moonstruck captures the loving and complex relationships of family life and ends happily.  
	Moonstruck, directed by Norman Jewison, is a fabulous story that contrasts old-world Italian-American traditions with the family dynamics of life in contemporary Brooklyn.  At the heart of the story a young Italian widow Loretta Castorini (played by Cher) realizes that, despite her engagement to the sweet but dull Johnny Cammareri (Danny Aiello), Loretta has become instantly and passionately thunderstruck by Johnny’s estranged brother, Ronny (Nicholas Cage).  
	Loretta’s mother Rose (Olympia Dukakis), who plays the perfect Italian mother, is the foundation of the Castorini home.  She puts up with Loretta’s eccentric grandfather and his howling dogs, but, during a family dinner she says:   “Feed one more bite of my food to your dogs, old man, and I’ll kick you to death!”
	Cosmo’s moon, like Shakespeare’s supernatural elements, reappears throughout the film. It enchants the, like characters Cosmo’s moon creates an enchanting love scene between
Loretta’s aunt and uncle:
Cosmo’s Moon Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAU4pf0uhoY 

	I chose the second film, My Big Fat Greek Wedding, because it reminds me of the day “Mom and Dad Johnson” met my Greek family:
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=my+big+fat+greek+wedding+funny+scenes#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:946f1d59,vid:LzEwC_8nL9Q,st:0 

	As my brother was in the hospital dying of leukemia, we shared funny lines from Moonstruck.  The film engaged us and lightened the heaviness.  That is the power of comedy.
