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Dear Aspirant,

To succeed in any competitive examination, you need strong

internal motivation. No one can force you to prepare & work

hard. Your passion for excellence, ability to learn and expert's

guidance can certainly determine your success in a top level

competitive examination.

Usually students do not know how to start and what to study. To crack any exam,

a smart aspirant must know that the previous year exam papers can give the

glimpse of the pattern of exam. Besides this targeted preparation under expert

guidance coupled with unmatched study material makes the task much easier.

We help you to gain knowledge, simultaneously it also inculcates positive attitude,

self-belief and high level of confidence, which is essentially required to qualify in

any competitive examinations. We provide a student centric learning environment

to simulate intellectual development; encourage analytical thinking that develops

competitive ability.

Our goal is to enhance student's achievements by improving their knowledge base

& exam taking skills. At the same time you must inculcate positive thought within

and always bear in mind that only your own resolution to achieve success is more

important than any other one thing.

Students are today enlightened and focused. They know what they are up to. They

need just a ray of guidance. I feel I have accomplished the reason of my existence

on this earth. Proud to be that faint ray of guidance, proud to be a reason of smile

on certain lips, proud to be your teacher, friend and guide.

Jayakrishnan Ramachandran
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Jayakrishnan EduTips Objective General English

READING COMPREHENSION

Directions: (1-5) Read the following passage carefully and
answer the questions given below it. Certain

words/phrases have been printed in bold to help you

locate them while answering some of the questions.

A sharp symmetry between violence and its opposite
has remained unnoticed. It surfaced this year in the

murder of Saudi Arabian dissident journalist Jamal
Khashoggi on Mahatma Gandhi's 149th birth

anniversary, i.e. October 2. The United Nations has

named this day as the International Day of Non-

Violence. That is the day when over a dozen men were

reportedly flown from Riyadh to Istanbul to kill one
journalist. They executed their mission in a manner for

which few parallels can be found, even in Arabian

Nights. In a familiar tale of this global classic of

folklore, a man's dismembered body is stitched back

together by a tailor. Khashoggi's killers reportedly
dissolved his body parts in acid. The mode of killing,
the venue and the manner in which the journalist's

body was disposed of mark a new normal in the
history of violence.

The motive for this murder continues to be a subject

of intelligent guessing. If suppressing a writer's voice
was the motive, its success and the reluctant

response it received are worthy of inclusion in the

annals of modernity. The country renowned for the

loudest upholding of the human right to freedom of
expression has preferred to guard its business

interests over guarding this jaded moral edict. The

horror got absorbed in the debate over adequacy of
evidence about fixing of responsibility. As for us, we

as a nation are so occupied with dousing our own

internal fires, we ignored the synchronicity of October
2 and the murder in Istanbul.Apparently, the world we

now live in is so used to violence that the manner of

killing and disposal of physical remains of a person do

not seem all that relevant. In any case, feeling
revulsion has little value now as an ethical act. We feel

it so frequently that it has lost status among emotions

with a moral bearing. Some years ago, I met a small

boy who had spent most of his childhood in the kind
of colony that is popularly referred to in Delhi as

jhuggi-jhopri. Although this term is officially used to
refer to a slum, it encompasses the attempts to cover

the gruesome living conditions of a metropolitan slum
by referring to them in Hindi as a place of improvised

huts. The term evokes an image of a village that has
reincarnated in a city, but the huts, or jhuggis, are

made of recycled tin and plastic, not wood and dry
grass. The colony where this boy had grown up was

located in Chanakyapuri, the heart of diplomatic New
Delhi.

His parents had migrated in search of work from a

village in Bulandshahr in Uttar Pradesh. He had very
limited exposure to school life. He recalled it mainly
for the beatings he got there. His life outside school

was also full of suffering and witnessing of routine

violence. He was in the habit of hitting others,
including his little sister, hard enough to draw blood.
He felt no remorse when that happened. I tried

introducing him to art and singing in the hope that
colours and rhythms might heal the injuries his little

heart had suffered. But he remained a boy without

room for emotions. Violence had turned him into a

hollow human at an early age. The possibility of even

partial restoration was slim. I tried telling him stories

and arousing his interest in things he saw on

television. It was a struggle because he had learnt

very little about the world during the years he had

spent at school. When the 2nd of October came, he

asked me why it was a holiday. I told him it was

Mahatma Gandhi's birthday. Years have passed but I
still remember his puzzled look. Apparently, he had

not heard about Mahatma Gandhi. On being told that it

was Gandhi's birthday, he asked, "Who will cut the
cake?"

I recall being amused by that question, but it gathered
irony and meaning with the passage of time. It takes

little imagination to guess what happens to such
children. Where we ought to apply our ability to

imagine and foresee is the social landscape inhabited
by a growing number of such children. This is the

context in which remembering Gandhi, 70 years after

his assassination, might be of some precious help.
What would Gandhi have said on being told about the
violent habits of the boy who wanted a cake to be cut

for him? It is not difficult to imagine Gandhi's
commentary. He would point out that roots of violence

lay in the conditions that forced the boy's family to
migrate from their village in Bulandshahr to a Delhi

slum. This diagnosis is consistent with the critique of
modern political economy Gandhi offers in his tract,

Hind Swaraj. This little book portrays the omnipresent
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1.

culture of violence that propels the pursuit of material

prosperity at the expense of human bonds and dignity.
From Gandhi's point of view, we are in a mess of our

own making. Our disdain for rural distress and

alienation from vernacular life are silently catching up
with us as a nation and spewing violence through
different channels. Politics is one such channel where

hatred and bigotry have now gained social sanction.

Many of Gandhi's ideas look arcane today. If you

discuss Gandhi with young people, they ask, "Is he
relevant?" After a recent discussion about Gandhi with

children, I have realised that his relevance cannot be

established by talking about truth and non-violence.
Neither of these familiar items of Gandhi's discourse

is easy to communicate. An easier entry into Gandhi's

thought and life might be through hope (picture shows
Gandhi at a school at Noakhali, West Bengal, for

refugee children). His urge to carry on doing
something under adverse circumstances arose from
the hope that the human urge to find love will

ultimately prevail. Judith Brown characterised Gandhi
as a 'prisoner of hope' in her 1989 study of his
political career. Despite his hope that truth and non-
violence shall prevail, he had to witness the holocaust

of Partition. However, his own accomplishments and

failures provide us no measure to grasp the nature
and logic of his hope.

Which is the sharp symmetry between violence and its

opposite that has been mentioned in the passage?

(1) The United Nations has named 2nd October as the

International Day of Non-Violence.

(2) That it has remained unnoticed.

(3) That over a dozen men were reportedly flown from
Riyadh to Istanbul to kill one journalist.

(4) The murder of Saudi Arabian dissident journalist
Jamal Khashoggi on the International Day of Non-
Violence.

(5) None of these

2. Which are the parallels to the manner the murderers of

Khasoggi executed their mission?

A. Arabian Nights

B. A tale of the global classic of folklore, a man's
dismembered body is stitched back together by a
tailor.

C. The mode of killing, the venue and the manner in

which the journalist's body was disposed of mark a
new normal in the history of violence.

(1) Only A (2) Only C
(3) Only B (4) All A, B and C.

(5) None of these.

3.

4.

5.

What is the motive of the murder?

(1) Suppressing a writer's voice was the motive

(2) Receive a reluctant response.
(3) To guard its business interests over guarding this
jaded moral edict.
(4) All of the above.

(5) None of these.

What is needed to stay relevant in the global
healthcare order?

(1) The launch of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana Abhiyan, or National Health Protection Mission

(NHPM) under the ambit of Ayushman Bharat.
(2) To rapidly adapt to, embrace and drive change.

(3) Requires reimagining an innovative model which

will transform healthcare delivery in the country.

(4) Significant improvements are possible in

healthcare operations and costs.

(5) None of these.

Which is a difficult balance to achieve according to
the author?

(1) To create a blueprint for the legacy we wish to
build and set the trajectory for Indian healthcare for
the next several decades.

(2) Building an inclusive and sustainable world for the
future generations.

(3) Increasing quality and lowering cost of medical
care.

(4) To shape the winds of change we face today into
the aero-dynamics that will definitively propel our
collective destinies forward.

(5) None of these.

Direction (6-10): Read the following passage carefully and
answer the questions given below it. Certain

words/phrases have been printed in bold to help you
locate them while answering some of the questions.

Yashoda Devi was five months pregnant with her third
child when we met her in Jharkhand in June. She was

in extreme pain. The doctor had told her that she was

very weak and had advised her to improve her
nutritional intake. But Ms. Devi did not have money to

follow the doctor's advice.

Ms. Devi was one of the 98 women we interviewed in

the course of a small survey in 12 villages spread
across two blocks of Jharkhand: Manika in Latehar

district and Khunti in Khunti district. We enquired
about the financial and physical hardships
experienced by the respondents during pregnancy and
delivery, and also studied the implementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) a
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maternity benefit programme, nearly one year after it
was officially launched.

Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) of 2013,

every pregnant woman is entitled to maternity
benefits of ₹6,000, unless she is already receiving

similar benefits as a government employee or under

other laws. The PMMVY was announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on December 31, 2016.

Unfortunately, it violates the NFSA in several ways.

First, the benefits have been reduced from6,000 to

5,000 per child. Second, they are now restricted to
the first living child. Third, they are further restricted
to women above the age of 18 years.

The scheme largely defeats the purpose it is supposed
to serve: according to a recent analysis, it excludes

more than half of all pregnancies because first-order
births account for only 43% of all births in India. In our

sample, less than half of the women met the PMMVY

eligibility criteria. Among those who were eligible, a
little over half had applied for maternity benefits.
The application process is cumbersome and

exclusionary: a separate form has to be filled, signed

and submitted for each of the three instalments, along

with a copy of the applicant's mother-child protection
card, her Aadhaar card, her husband's Aadhaar card,
and the details of a bank account linked to her

Aadhaar number. The compulsory linking of the

applicant's bank account with Aadhaar often causes

problems. Further, the PMMVY provides little

assistance to women who lose their baby, because the

successive payments are made only if the

corresponding conditionalities are met.

The worst form of hardship reported by pregnant

women in our sample, among those related to lack of

funds, was the inability to improve their nutritional

intake or even to eat properly during pregnancy.
Ms. Devi, during and before her second pregnancy,
was working in someone else's field where she was
paid in kind (5 kg of grain per day). This time, as she

was in pain, she was unable to work for wages during

her pregnancy. This reduced the family's income,
already strained by the last delivery's debts when they

had to spend more than 12,000 by borrowing and
selling assets. Ms. Devi said that if she had received
maternity benefits under the PMMVY, she could have

used the money to take care of her health and eat

nutritious food as advised by the doctor. Like her, 42%

of respondents in the sub-sample of women who were

working for wages before pregnancy with an average

wage of 126 per day of work could not work during
their pregnancy and earned zero wages. In our

sample, on average, respondents spent 8,272 on
their deliveries alone. Half of the respondents who had

6.

7.

spent money during delivery or pregnancy said that
they had to borrow money to meet the expenses. It

was also common for the families of the respondents

to sell assets or migrate to cover these costs. The

PMMVY could help protect poor families from these

financial contingencies.

The provision for maternity entitlements in the NFSA

is very important for women who are not employed in
the formal sector. The PMMVY, however, undermines

this provision due to the dilution of the entitled
amount and the exclusion criteria. Even in this

restricted form, the scheme is yet to reach eligible

women as the implementation record has been dismal

till date. In our sample, 30 women had applied for
maternity benefits, but none of them had actually

received any PMMVY money. No doubt some women

did receive PMMVY benefits in both districts by June

(this was confirmed by the block offices) but the
numbers were so small that none of them emerged in

our sample. The scheme seems to be achieving very
little for now, in Jharkhand at least. There is an urgent
need for better implementation as well as for

compliance of the scheme with the NFSA. Maternity
benefits should be raised to ₹6,000 per child at least,

for all pregnancies and not just the first living child.

What was the cause of Yashoda Devi's pain when the

author had met her?

(1) She was five months pregnant with her third child.

(2) She had no money to consult a doctor.
(3) She was very weak and needed to improve her
nutritional intake.

(4) She was very poor.

(5) None of these

How does PMMVY violate the NFSA in several ways?

A. The benefits have been reduced from 6,000 to

5,000 per child.

B. They are now restricted to the first living child.
C. They are further restricted to women above the age

of 18 years.

(1) All A, B and C

(2) Only A and C

(3) Only C and B

(4) Only B and A

(5) None of the above

8. What is the PMMVY announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on December 31, 2016?

(1) Every pregnant woman is entitled to maternity
benefits of 6,000.

(2) A woman should be receiving benefits as a

government employee or under other laws.
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