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Utilizing a read-aloud format for "The Falling Star Repairman" can
be a powerful tool for engaging students and enhancing their
understanding and enjoyment of the story. Here’s how a
classroom teacher might effectively utilize this format:

Preparation

1. Materials Needed: Copy of the book "The Falling Star Repairman".
2. Familiarize with the Text: Read the story multiple times to understand its themes,
characters, and plot. Identify key points for discussion and any challenging vocabulary.



https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/the-falling-star-repairman

3. Create a Comfortable Environment: Arrange the classroom to create a cozy and
inviting reading space. This could include a reading corner with comfortable seating and
soft lighting.

4. Visual Aids: Prepare visual aids such as pictures of stars, a bicycle, a workshop, and
fields of wildflowers to help bring the story to life.

During the Read-Aloud
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Introduction: Begin by introducing the story and its main themes. Discuss what the
students know about stars and repair work to activate prior knowledge.

2. Engaging Start: Capture students’ attention with an engaging opening. Use a clear and
expressive voice to introduce Elmer and set the scene of the night sky.

3. Interactive Reading: Encourage student participation by asking predictive and open-
ended questions throughout the reading. For example:
o  “What do you think Elmer does with the stars he finds?”
o  “How do you think Marcus feels when he meets Elmer?”
1. Expression and Intonation: Use varied voice tones and expressions to bring

characters to life. For instance, use a gentle, wise voice for Elmer and a curious,
enthusiastic tone for Marcus.

2. Pause for Discussion: Periodically pause to discuss key events and characters’
feelings. Encourage students to share their thoughts and make connections to their own
experiences.

Post-Reading Activities

1. Discussion: Facilitate a group discussion about the story. Ask questions such as:

o  “What did you learn from Elmer and Marcus’s relationship?”
o  “Why do you think Elmer was so happy to find someone who could see the
stars?”

1. Creative Art: Have students draw their favorite scene from the story or create their own
"falling star" art. This can help them visualize and internalize the story.

2. Role-Playing: Organize a role-playing activity where students act out different parts of
the story. This can help them understand the characters’ emotions and actions more
deeply.



3. Writing Prompt: Ask students to write a short paragraph about what they would do if
they found a fallen star. This encourages creative thinking and personal connection to the
story.

4. Vocabulary Building: Create a list of challenging words from the story and discuss
their meanings. Use these words in sentences and encourage students to use them in their
writing.

Extension Activities

1. Star-Themed Science Lesson: Integrate a lesson about stars and constellations,
linking the story to real-world astronomy.

2. Community Helper Projects: Discuss different types of helpers in the community
and have students research or present on various roles similar to Elmer’s repairman job.

3. Literature Comparison: Compare "The Falling Star Repairman" with other stories
about stars or helping professions. Discuss similarities and differences in themes and
characters.

By using these strategies, a classroom teacher can make "The
Falling Star Repairman" an enriching and interactive experience
that fosters a love for reading and a deeper understanding of the
story’s messages.



