



Utilizing a read-aloud format for "There's No Chocolate on Mars" 
by Candido Bretto can be an engaging and educational 
experience for students. Here’s a step-by-step guide on how a 
classroom teacher might effectively implement this:

Preparation
1. Materials Needed: Copy of the book "There's No Chocolate on Mars"
2. Familiarize with the Text: Read the story several times to understand its themes, 

characters, and plot. Identify key points for discussion and any challenging vocabulary.
3. Create a Reading Environment: Arrange the classroom to create a welcoming 

reading space, perhaps with a Martian or space theme to immerse the students in the 
story’s setting.

4. Visual Aids and Props: Prepare visual aids such as pictures of Mars, stars, chocolate, 
and characters from the story. Consider using props like a toy spaceship or star cutouts.

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/there-s-no-chocolate-on-mars


During the Read-Aloud
1. Introduction: Begin by introducing the story and its main themes. Activate prior 

knowledge by asking students what they know about Mars and chocolate.
2. Set the Scene: Briefly describe the setting and main characters to set the context. Use 

an engaging opening to capture students’ attention.

Engaging the Students
1. Expressive Reading: Use varied voice tones and expressions to bring characters to 

life. For example, use a playful tone for Daniel and a patient, reassuring voice for 
Marcus.

2. Interactive Questions: Ask predictive and open-ended questions to keep students 
engaged. For instance:
◦ “Why do you think Daniel doesn’t know what chocolate is?”
◦ “How do you think Daniel will react when he tries chocolate?”

1. Pauses for Reflection: Pause at key moments to discuss what’s happening in the 
story. Encourage students to share their thoughts and make predictions about what will 
happen next.

Post-Reading Activities
1. Group Discussion: Facilitate a discussion about the story’s themes. Ask questions 

such as:
◦ “What did you learn about sharing and trying new things?”
◦ “Why is it important to make others feel welcome and included?”

1. Creative Art: Have students draw their favorite scene or a character from the story. 
They could also create their own version of Mars with chocolate.

2. Role-Playing: Organize a role-playing activity where students act out different parts of 
the story. This can help them understand the characters’ emotions and actions.



3. Writing Prompt: Ask students to write a short paragraph about what they would do if 
they found something new and delicious like chocolate on Mars. Encourage them to 
describe how they would share it with friends.

4. Vocabulary Building: Discuss challenging words from the story and their meanings. 
Use these words in sentences and encourage students to use them in their writing.

Extension Activities
1. Space-Themed Lesson: Integrate a lesson about Mars and space exploration. Discuss 

what life might be like on Mars and how it differs from Earth.
2. Cooking Activity: If possible, organize a simple cooking activity where students make 

a chocolate treat. Discuss the process and the importance of sharing.
3. Friendship and Inclusion Projects: Discuss the themes of friendship and inclusion. 

Have students create posters or projects that highlight the importance of making others 
feel welcome.

4. Literature Comparison: Compare "There's No Chocolate on Mars" with other stories 
about trying new things or feeling included. Discuss similarities and differences in 
themes and characters.

Incorporating Technology
1. Digital Storytelling: Use a digital storytelling app or website to create a multimedia 

version of the story. Include images, sound effects, and student narrations.
2. Virtual Field Trips: Take a virtual field trip to a chocolate factory or a space museum to 

give students a real-world connection to the story’s themes.

By using these strategies, a classroom teacher can make 
"There's No Chocolate on Mars" an interactive and enriching 
experience that fosters a love for reading and a deeper 
understanding of the story’s messages.


