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Evidence supporting the encouragement 
of multilingualism in young children is 
compelling. Numerous studies have shown 
dramatic neurological, psychological and 
social advantages for kids who learn more 
than one language. 

Higher IQs Researchers in a landmark 
study comparing Canadian French- 
English bilingual fourth graders to their 
monolingual counterparts on IQ tests 
concluded that bilinguals outperform  
their monolingual peers because second 
language acquisition provides them with 
more mental flexibility and stronger 
concept formation skills. 

Increased creativity In tests where 
subjects were asked to think of more uses 
for typical objects—a paperclip, brick or 
cardboard box, for example—bilinguals 
came up with significantly more possible 
solutions than monolinguals. When put 
through a science inquiry test, bilinguals 
generated three times more high-quality 
hypotheses for solving science problems. 

Better thinking ability Study after 
study shows enhanced thought processes 
in multilingual children. 

Heightened language 
awareness Bilingualism makes it easier 
for children to comprehend that there  
are different words in different languages 
for one object. This kind of abstract 
thinking makes it easier to conceptualize 
new languages. 

Improved math ability Bilingual 
children are able to grasp rules and 
process information more easily, which 
gives them a head start in problem solving. 
It appears that these skills translate to 
mathematical ability. A study of children  
in secondary school in Brussels found  
that multilinguals outperformed their 
monolingual peers in problem-solving  
and fraction exercises. 

Author Jenn Berman, PsyD, is a family and 

child therapist who hosts a call-in advice show 

on Sirius XM radio and appears regularly as  

a psychological expert on the Today show and 

The Early Show. Her latest book, Rockin’ Babies, 

was just released (Sterling Publishing, May 2011).

Increased focus Bilinguals 
consistently score better on tests that 
require them to focus on one or two 
aspects of a task while blocking out 
attention to another. 

Earlier skills in reading  
and writing In a study of emergent 
readers, 4-year-old bilinguals tested  
ahead of 5-year-old monolinguals, 
revealing a significant reading advantage 
to bilingual children. 

Increased cultural sensitivity 
Languages provide insight into their 
cultures’ ways of thinking. 

Higher earning power Speaking 
a second language gives a business 
professional international reach, and an 
ability to communicate in that language 
expands her career opportunities. 

Prevention of Alzheimer’s 
disease A Canadian study that examined 
the effects of bilingualism on dementia 
found that speaking a second language 
throughout one’s life can delay onset of 
dementia by four years, compared to 
people who spoke only one language. Q

benefits of 
bilingualism
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When it comes to kids and 

pets, Swiffer
®
 gives cleaning 

a whole new meaning.

*Swiffer® WetJet® Antibacterial Solution 

is effective against Staphylococcus aureus 

and Enterobacter aerogens.

Kids and pets have a lot in common. They’re 

cute. They’re curious. They love to explore 

their environment.  And they make messes.

They leave behind all kinds of residue that 

needs to be cleaned up—fast. But with the 

right tools, the job is easy. 

MUDDY PRINTS AND TRACKED-IN DIRT 

The outdoors is a natural playground for 

your child and your dog—but sooner or later, 

tracked-in dirt and muddy paw prints will leave 

their marks on your fl oor. Swiffer® WetJet® to 

the rescue! With a dual-nozzle sprayer and a 

strong-grip pole, this all-in-one cleaning system 

is designed to break up and dissolve tough 

messes. Plus, its powerful scrubby strip breaks 

apart dried-on spots and messes—so Fido’s 

muddy prints will be gone in no time.

PET ACCIDENTS  Even well-trained pets 

leave the occasional “surprise” in the house. 

When yours does, reach for Swiffer® WetJet®. 

WetJet’s ® cleaners with Febreze ® freshness 

also help to neutralize odors, and WetJet is safe 

for use around children and pets when usage 

instructions are followed – a fact confi rmed by 

independent scientists, veterinarians, and the 

ASPCA®. So there’s no worry about eliminating  

Fifi ’s nervous accidents when guests drop by.

LIQUID AND FOOD SPILLS  Let’s face it— 

spills happen. Swiffer® WetJet® and its 

powerful cleaning solutions clean tough 

messes more thoroughly than a mop and 

bucket  (allowing you to get fl oors cleaner in 

half the time). So when Tommy’s bowl of chili 

lands face down on the fl oor, you’ve got a quick 

and easy cleanup solution.

PROMOTION

kids & pets
Little ones and furry friends go 

hand in hand for fun…and messes!
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