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A, Names and Titles

The average reader of the Seriptures pays little attention to the titles of
Christ and sees 1little or no significance in them. We find seventeen different
combinations of His title in the Pauline Epistles, and these titles and combina-
tions of them are not used at random. There is a reason for their use in each
instance so that where one title is used, another in that particular place would
be incorrect. For example, you could not substitute Jesus Christ for Christ
Jesus. The American Standard Version has Jesus Christ and Christ Jesus in their
correct order.

We will not study ail His titles since there are at least eighty such given
Christ in the New Testament. Jesus appears 612 times in the Gospels, 38 times
in Acts and only 33 times in all the rest of the books of the New Testament.
Christ occurs 56 times in the Gospels and 256 times in the remaining books of
the New Testament. It seems that the resurrection constitutes a line of demarka-
tion between the use of these two titles; that is, the emphasis was upon Jesus
before the resurrection and upon Him as Christ after the resurrection.

i

Lord His divine name
Jesus = His human name

Christ = Hig official name

He always was "the Lord." Heb. 10:5, At the cradle He became Jesus., Matt,
1:21, By the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Him at His baptism, He was designated
as the Christ. Matt. 3¢17. The first occurrence of these three titles together
is in Acts 2:36.

I, His Human Name - "Jesus®

The name "Jesus" is a transliteration from the Hebrew. The angel spake
Matte. 1:21, to Mary, and Matthew reports the angel's words in Greek but,
being a Jew, he translated the Hebrew word which means "Saviour" into Greek,
from which language we have brought the name over into the English as ;-Hi)
"Jesus", Thus the name "Jesus" speaks of our Lord as the Saviour,e/fé
literally means "Jehovah our Saviour", seen so from the Hebrew word "Yeshua."
"Jesus" is the name of His early life and associates Him in our thinking as
the "Man of Sorrows" and brings to our thought the One Who humbled Himself.
Phil, 2:6-8, It was under this name that He was born and under this name
that He died. Matt. 1:21; 27:37. Note that Phil. 2:11 states that every
tongue shall confess Jesus Christ as Lord or Jehovah. Notice that in the
Scriptures His own people never called Him "Jesus." They called Him
"Master" or "Lord". We should be careful to call Him "Lord Jesus" if we
are ever to call Him "Jesus" at all. The Scriptures state that we are in
"Christ", never in "Jesus", Illustration: We would not introduce a
distinguished personality by his first nameo/én935ﬁ
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Christ
"Christ" is a transliteration of a Greek word which means "anointed'" and the
Greek word "anointed" is a translation from a Hebrew word which means "The
Anointed," and which is brought over into the English by transliteration that
gives us the word "Messiah.'" Thus the Messiah of Israel is the anointed by God
and when we read the name "Christ" in connection with Israel, it always refers
to Israel's Messiah’This title is found 56 times in the Gospels. In the Scrip-
tures thrzé ?ﬁfice are introduced by an anointing:
a-/
) First, Priest--Ex.30:30; Heb.4:14-16
Second, King-- I Sam.15:1; Luke 1:3%-33 i 34)
Third, Prophet--I Kings 19:16; Luke 4:17—2{?";

We find another meaning of the title "Christ" which sets Him forth as the
glorified one raised from the dead as the Head of the Church. This is found
250 times from Acts to Revelation. & 236

For our position, He is "Christ." For our responsibilities and privileges,
He is "Lord". 1In the Gospels, "Christ' means the Messiah. In the Epistles,
"Christ" means the Head.(6-237)

Lord

"It is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Adonai" and is so used by Christ
in Matt.22:43-45. 1In the New Testament the distinctive uses of 'kurios' are:
First, as the New Testament translation of the Hebrew "Jehovah" Matt.1:20-22!
2:15; 3:3; 4:7,10; 11:25; 21:9, also Mark 12:29,30; also Luke 1:68; 2:9. Second,
Jesus Himself uses 'kurios'. Matt.4:7,10; 11:25; also Mark 12:11. Thirdly,
the great use of 'kurios' is as the divine title of Jesus, 'The Christ'. 1In
this sense it appears in the New Testament 663 times. That the intent is to
identify Christ with the O0.T. Deity is evident from Matt.3:3; 21:9, 22:43-45;
Luke 1:43; John 8:58; 14:8-10; 20:28.--Scofield's note on Matt.8:2.

See further, Scofield note on John 20:28. When the Lord Jesus claims the
title "Lord,'" He makes a claim of absolute deity. See "Adonai' in the doctrine
of God. Psa.110:1; Matt.22:42-45; 4:7; Deut.6:16. When this title "Lord" is
used for Him in the Scripture, it attributes to Him all the attributes of God.

Notice I Cor.12:3. We very seldom hear an unbeliever call Him "Lord". If one
does, he does it by lip only. Notice that Judas never called Him "Lord". His
enemies and demons called Him "Jesus". The only exception being on the way

to Emmaus. Luke 24:19. But remember at that moment their faith was shattered
and their hope was gone. Notice the difference in the Gospel and the Epistles
records of the Lord's supper, Matt.26:26 and I Cor.11:23. Our attitude toward
Him should be as the attitude in the Epistles, where He is never called "Jesus"
but always "Lord Jesus' or "Christ'. Our best attitude would be that of

Thomas in John 20:28.

Note: If possible, secure the little booklet "Our Lord from Heaven,'
by Sir Robert Anderson.

I AM

The "I AM" of the O0.T. was Jehovah and Jesus is the "I AM'" of the N.T.
Ex.3:14; John 8:58; and 18:5,6. The difference between the two verbs in
John 8:58, as they are applied to Abraham and Christ Himself, are very signi-
ficant. A most literal translation from the Greek would read, "Before
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Abraham was brought into being, I exist." The meaning is that He never came
into being but existed before Abraham had a being, which was as much as to say
that He existed before all cresation or for eternity. John 1:1,2. Beyond all
doubt the Jews understood Him as appears from what follows in Jn. 8359, This
was a clear assertion of His deity and His identity with God. Practically

the same thing is said again by our Lord Jesus in John 10:30 and by the Holy
Spirit in 001.239.(2ﬁ237§

.Jesus Christ

The emphasis comes on the first word in this case and the second word is
explanatory. This title leads our thought of Him from His humiliation to
His exaltation. This title has a different meaning in the Gospels and the
Epistles. In the Gospels - the humiliated One was to be exalted. In the
Epistles ~ the humiliated One is exaltedo(s-245)

Christ Jesus
This conveys just the opposite thought. It leads our thought of Him as

the exalted One Who humbled Himself. Read carefully Phile. 2:5-11 and you will
find an exposition of Christ Jesus and then of Jesus Christoe(4-244)

.Son of God

This title expresses the relation of the Son to the Father and is well
expressed in Matt. 1:20 and Luke 1:31-35, This title indicates His equality
with God, If this were nct true, why then would the High Priest accuse Him
of biasphemy when He claimed this title? Matt, 26¢63-66. Jn. 5:18 and 19:7
also show that the Jews clearly understood that He meant equality with God
when He used this title. @-24r)

Son of Man

This title is used of Ezekiel in Ezek. 2:1 but clearly has reference to
him as a Son of man. The title appears again in Psa, 8:1-8 and has reference
to our Lord Jesus, as the divine commentary of Heb., 2:5-18 clearly ind%2a25§°

=L

"The name 'Son of Man' has its origin in the heavenlies in that great
conference to discuss redemption and to draw up a redemption program. And
since the proposed program of salvation for mortal men required the incarna-
tion of diety, it had to be determined upon which of the three persons this
task logically devolved. And for it the Son was indicated. Not the Father
nor the Spirit, but the Son was to be made after the fashion of men. He was
to become 'Son of Man' in a word. And that appellation became the exclusive
property of the Son henceforth. This gives us the necessary background to
any fair evaluation of the name 'Son of Man.! Needless to say, a generation
of thinkers that is quite careless concerning the momentous doctrine of
Christ's pre-existence has by its very bias of unbelief insulated itself
against a proper appreciation of the name 'Son of Man.'"--Leonard Verduhﬁ?v&b

By common consent names are chosen to draw attention to that which is
unique in the bearer. A boy with unusually red hair will likely be called
"Red" or "Sandy." If he is unusually tall he will soon be called "Slim," etc.

Since the term "Son of Man" was invented in connection with His proposed
visit to earth, Jesus quite often uses it when speaking of His coming, or
going, or coming again. Luke 19:10; Matt. 26:2); Jn. 6:62; Matt. 2Lzl 25331,
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“"Son of Man" is His millennial title which coanects Him with universal rule
over the earth.

This title appears 88 times in the New Testament and 84 of these times it
appears in the four Gospels. It is significant that it is not found at all
in the Church Epistles. It is found otherwise in Acts and Revelation. 1In the
Gospels we have the Son of Man first in humiliation, then in glorification.
Matt.8:20; with 26:64; Mark 2:10 with 14:62; Luke 5:24 with 24:7; John 3:13-14
with 13:31./%

Son of David

This is an easgy title to understand. It shows Christ as heir to the throne
of David and as ruler over Israel in their land.

Son of Abraham

This designated Him as the heir to the Abrahamic Covenant. Gen.12:1-4;
13:14-17; 15:1-7; 17:1-8

The Second Man and the Last Adam I Cor.15:45-47

The one name looks forward; the other name looks backward. Now in God's
reckoning there are only two men--Adam and Christ. Thus there was only one
man before Him and there is no man after Him. He is, therefore, the Second
Man. Now God looks at the whole world as being either in Adam or in Christ.
Notice carefully that in the Scripture He is never called the Second Adam 3
but is designated as the Last Adam because there is no man to succeed Him(?ﬁyg

Emmanuel. Matt.1:23

Being interpreted is "God with us". This does not mean that He was to have
this as a proper name like "Jesus" but that He should come to be known in this
character as God manifest in the flesh.
Rabbi. John 1:38

Being interpreted is "Master." This term "Master" plainly means "a teacher."

The explanation in John 1:38 plainly shows that the Gospel was designed for those
whithout an understanding of Jewish phraseology. John 3:2 also uses this title.

The Pre-Existence of Christ

I. Evidence of His Pre-Existenceé“AV)
1. Personal Testimony

We have the testimony of trustworthy men in this matter. To argue that
they did not have the knowledge to support their claims is preposterous. Their
honesty would have required at least a modification or a supposition injected
into their statements had there been any doubt in théir minds as to the truth
of their testimony. But there is a positiveness to their utterances which'
requires either acceptance of their words or condemnation of their char?ﬁfepi.
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Christ. Jn. 3:12,13

Nicodemus, as a highly respected member of the Sanhedrin,
marvelled that this Man, commonly believed to be the
carpenter’s son of Nazareth, who had never studied theology
under a recognized teacher, coula pe so well informed of
"heavenly things." The secret lay in the fact that while no
other man had ever "ascended up to heaven,"this Master-
Teacher, who held no degrees bestowed by man, "came down
from heaven." The fact that Nicodemus accepted these state-
ments as sincere was later shown in his unwillingness to
condemn Jesus as an imposter without giving Him a fair
hearing, Jn. 7:50-52; 6:32-38, bl—_SO(’/‘éb%

When the Jews contended that they knew His father and
mother, He ignored tneir arguments and once more reiterated
that He was the living Bread from heaven, and therefore
greater than the heavenly manna which had supplied only
temporal needs. See also John 8358 (¥#-65)

Peter, F Pet. 1:19,20

Peter believed in the pre-existence of Christ, for he
declares that He "was foreordained before the foundations of
the world, but was manifest in these last times." (¥-45)

John the Baptist. Jn. 1327-30

John the Baptist was constantly referring to a far
greater Person who was to come after him., And the reason
he declared, "This One‘that cometh after me is preferred
before me, ' because ‘he was before me.'" In other words,
he used the fact of Christ's pre-existence as the argument
for His superiority to himself o #65)

Joln the Apostle. Jn. 181,2,18; I John 1:1,2

Instead of opening his narrative with the ministry of
Christ or tracing His genealogy from Adam or Abraham, John
pushes back His existence to the beginning of all beginningse.
The genesis of the fourth Gospel is, "In the beginning was
the Word." God, then, and the Word must have co-existed in
the very beginningo(iiﬁ'éb')

Paul, II Tim. 1:9 (A.S. margin); Col, 1317

Paul also had a full realization of the pre-existence
of Christ.

2. Prophetic Testimony (#-¢¢)

ae

David., Psa. LO:6,7; Heb., 10:5-10

David was permitted to draw aside the curtain of time
and clearly see the crucifixion of Christ one thousand years
ahead of time., Psa. 22, He was also permitted to look back
into the councils of eternity. He saw that majestic scene
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of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
discussing the salvation of a sin-cursed world. It is the

. voice of God the Son who speaks: "Lo, I come to do thy will,
0 God.*

b. Micah., Mic. 5:2

In announcing that Bethlehem would be the birthplace of
the Messiah of Israel, the prophet Micah strikingly adds that
He was to be One "whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting."

3. Other Scriptural Evidence

a, The Angel of Jehovah

"The Angel of Jehovah" in the Old Testament is none other
than the Lord Jesus Christ in preincarnate appearance. The
fact that this designation, which includes the definite article,
has reference to deity can be established from a careful study
of passages such as Genesis 16:7ff compared with Genesis 16:13
and also a study of Genesis 22:15, 16. 1In these instances the
one addressed as "The Angel of Jehovah' is then designated
"Jehovah". In comparing Isaiah 40:3 with Mark 1:3 and Luke
3:4-6 and Isaiah 60:22-61:2 with Luke 4:18-19, Jesus Christ
is identified with Jehovah in the 014 Testament. Thus many
Bible scholars conclude that the term '"the Angel of Jehovah"
does not have reference to just any messenger or angel of

. Jehovah but rather to the Messenger, Himself God, the second
Person of the Godhead, Jesus Christ. --Harry B. Gray, Th.D,

b. The Titles of the Lord Jesus Christ indicate His Eternal Being,

He is precisely what His names imply: "The Son of God,"
"The only Begotten Son," "The First and the Last," "Lord of
Glory," "The Mighty God,'" "God with us," "Our Great God,* and
"God Blessed Forever," etc.(5-33)

II. Adoration of the Pre-Existent Christ.(¢~67>
l. Pre-Existent Worship. Heb. 1l:4-6, 13, 14

While on earth, our Lord was accorded worship and it is note-
worthy that He never protested against it, Long before this, how-
ever, He was the object of worship by the angels. He was not their
equal, for "He had obtained a more excellent name than they,'" for
He was the Father's Son and occupied the place of honor by His side.

2, Pre-Existent Glory. John 1l:14

Before our Lord became flesh and dwelt among men, He existed in
a state of glory., We might say that Christ's cloak of humanity,
which He wore while on earth, was a mantle covering the glory to
which He was accustomed at all other times., The transfiguration of
Matt. 17:1-5 was that brief removal of His earthly garment which the
. three privileged disciples witnessed on the mount of transfiguration.

John 17:5, 24, Our Lord concluded His intercessory prayer
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requesting that the disciples might behold the glory which He shared
with God "before the world was." Twice He mads tnis petition,
reiterating His pre-existencs.

III. Activities of the Pre-Existent Christ @.Aﬁ’)

The pre-existence of Christ is further revealed by the work attributed
to Him., His was not an inactive existence, but one in which He shared the
activities of the Father and the Holy Spirit.

1, Creator., John 1:3; Heb, 1:3,10

We need to be reminded that our Lord and Saviour Yesus Christ
shared in 2all the mighty and marvelous works of creation., His
activities not oniy included the visible universe bul the invisible
principalities and heavenly thrones (Col. 1:16-18), fat more
marvelous and majestic than that which mortal eye can discern.
Moreover, all these wonderful works were not only made by Him, but
also for Him. Heb., 2¢10

2, Controiler. Heb. 12333 Yol. 1817

The Lerd Jesus. fulliy as much as God the Father, controls the
movements of the heaveniv bodies. destinies of the nations, and
preserves all creatures. He demonstrated this prerogative when here
by the miracles which He perfcrmed.

The Incarnation of Christ

This is the initial truth of fundamental Christianity and is known only by

means of revelation, not by reason or education.

To The Fact of the Incarnathuléki*Bﬁaﬁyﬁ)

Mark makes no declaration of it and gives no direct evidence of it, yet
there is nothing $n the Yospel which is inconsistent with the incarnation,
Mark just presupposes it in Mk. 1:9=11. .Jecln gives special emphasis to both
His deity and His incarnation. Notice botn uohn 1:1 and 1:ll.

The best testimonies of His incarnation are in Matthew and Luke where
they are perfect and complete. Matt, 1¢lB83 Tmke 1:26,27,31,3L.35. Mary's
motherhood is discovered bafore the consumation of the marriage so we must
either telieve the Scriptures cor attribute a most ignomirious origin on
Lord Jesus. The mcdernist tries to say that the virgin birth is a myth.
Some say that Paul never mentions it but what about Phil, 2:7; Gal. l:ly ASV;
Rom, 8:3; I Tim. 3:167

IT, Unwarranted Objections to the Incarnation (é,1¢5tv353l
1o M"Scholarship of our day is against 1it."

Thank God. not all learned men are ready to deny it. Dro
Howard A, Kelly in "is book, "A Scientific ilan and His Bible" is
not against it. Dr. W. B. Riley was certainly not against it. Dre.
Arthur I. Brown is not against it., It would make no difference 1if
all the scholars wers against it; it would still be as true.

I Cor. 1:2%; fom. 3:L
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2, "It is against the laws of nature."

Some contend that the supernatural must be ruled out. When you
take the supernatural out of Christianity, what have you left?
Nothing! Just try to give testimony of your own conversion and leave
all the supernatural out. A church existing in the world represents
the supernatural,

When men talk about the virgin birth being supernatural the
trouble is that they are talking about the birth of a mere baby
while we are talking about the incarnation of the Son of God. Men
have no right to sit in judgment upon God and try to tell Him how
His Son must be bormn,

a. God made a man (Adam) without the help of either man or
woman., ‘
b. God made a woman (Eve) from a man without the help of a woman.
¢. God made a man (Jesus Christ) from a woman without the help
of a man,

3. '"The New Testament is silent on the matter."

We have already seen that this is not true. Because there is
no Lord's prayer in Mark does not prove that there is no Lord's
prayer. If Mark omits the incarnation, that does not prove it
untrue.

4, "The early church did not believe it."

This is easily refuted by finding faith in the incarnation in
church history. Is the Apostles' Creed exactly a modern day thing?

5. '"Having one human parent would not guarantee sinlessness."

The argument is that He would inherit a sinful nature just as
well from one human as from two. The facts are that they can't
prove it, nor can we prove the opposite. For all who will believe
the Book, Luke 1:35 and Rom. 8:3 are clear. His conception was holy,
not because man was omitted but because it was totally of the Holy
Spirit.

6. '"Joseph is called the father of Jesus."

Who called Joseph His father? It was the unbelieving Jews who
did. Only once, Luke 2:48, did Mary ever speak of Joseph as His
father, and then notice carefully His reply in 2:49. Do you think
He referred to the carpenter business here? How else could Mary
speak of Joseph? He stood as the legal father of Jesus.

ITI. The Objects of the Incarnation
l. To reveal the invisible God. John 1:18

If we are ever to know God at all, we must know Him through
Christ., 1In this we are more responsible than the .Jews were. That
God came personally in Christ is the glory of this present dispensa-
tion. Through the person of His Son, God has given us a most
thorough and advanced revelation of His own nature(l~2§)
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"When man looked upon Jesus, they actually saw with their eyes
one who was truly God. That is the marve. of the Incarnationo..
What greater wonder can there possibly be than this?%—Dr., Machen
Therefore, if any man wants to see God, show him Jesus Christ.
John 1:9

Because of I Tim. 63ll-16 it would seem that even in heaven our
vision of God will be that of Christ in His glory. We shail +then
fully see God in Christ, but evidently we shall not see God the
Father nor the Holy Spirit, Himself; but we shall know their
presence through Christ,

That He might shed His Blood for our sins. Heb. 10:5; Matt. 1:21;
20:28; John 3:16-17; Gale h3L,53 I John L:l0O

There are those who assert that if our first parents had not
sinned, Jesus Christ would have been born into the worid Jjust the
same., This may be true, but we know of nc Scripture which proves
it. On the contrary, the Scriptures just considered teach that He
became incarnate in order to perfect redemption, The 0.T. sacrifices
were a primary department tc the N.T.. educating the peopla of Jesus
Christ who should come as a final sacrifice. If nothing had
fellowed these 0.T. sacrifices, no one could be saved. Heb. J03l.
Abel was not saved because a lamb was slain. Abel, as well as all
the rest of the 0,T. saints, was saved by faith in the coming
sacrifice of Christ. In other words, the 0.T, sacrifices were use-~
less unless He came to give His life a ransom for ail, The question
in Heb. 1035 is "How could God die?® The answer is by taking upon
Himself a body. so that He could die. In a mest absolute sense, God
did not die; He laid down His own life, He bowed His own head, and
delivered up His cwn spirit. But it remains true that He gave His
life and shed His blecod for the rensom of many,.

That we might have a faithful High Priest. Heb, 2:17-331

It behooved Him in all things incidental to manhood. Sin was
not in man's original constitution and is not necessarily an
attendant of manhood. Therefore, it is proper to His deity and His
incarnation that He had no sin.

Mercy is to be found in those who have fellow feeling. The
Son of God needed not to be taught mercy by suffering, but in order
to save us He needed to take manhood with all its sorrows, qualify-
ing Himself by experimental knowledge of suffsring with us, to be
sympathizing High Priest. There is a man in heaven right now who
is touched by our infirmities. Notice, we may become irritated or
impatient with another's infirmities, but the Lord is touched with
them., As faithful High Priest, He is faithful both o God and +to
man in His mediatorial office. I John 1:9,2:l, Note, "if® any man
sin, not "when" as if it were necessary or had tc be.,

To show believers how to live. I Pet. 2:21-23; I John 236

He walked in obedience 1o God and we ars obliged to do as He
did., What cne Man did. i1t is possible for other men tc do. What
did He de? "I do always the things that are pleasing Him (the
Fathar}.® John 3:29 £SV., He was willing to be ill-treated to please
God. When He came to the pisce where His holy nature rebelied

wey
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against our vile loathsome sin, He said, "Thy will be done." Mark
14:36; Matt. 26:39; Luke 22:42, Let us remember that nothing happens
to us but what God's will permits it, Therefore, if we are to do

the things that please Him, there will be occasion to suffer rather
than to sin. Such is inevitable if we follow in His steps. Illus,:

D, L. Moody's answer to the man complaining about his treatment,

Our Lord Jesus never went around talking about His rights.-~Phil. 1:29,

5. To fulfill the Davidic Covenant, II Sam, 7:16; Isa., 11:1; Jer. 23:
5, 6; Luke 1:31, 33; Rom. 15:12; Acts 2:29, 31,

In His glorified human body He will appear and reign as "King
of Kings and Lord of Lords'" and will sit on the throne of His Father
David.

6. That He might be the head of a new race. Heb. 2:10

We believe with Calvin that the meaning here is "to perfect as
a completed sacrifice in a legal or official sense, and that moral
perfection is not meant." This is in harmony with verse 11 (note
carefully); He consecrates them by being made a consecrated offering
for them. Heb. 10:10, 14, By perfecting His consecration for them
in His death, He perfects theilr consecration and so opens access to
the people into the holy land, so our Joshua (Jesus) leads us into
the heavenly inheritance.

7. To show us what man really is.

No one but Eve ever knew what a man really is until others were
privileged to look at Jesus Christ. Mankind was so ruined by the
fall that since then we must all point at one another to say,

"There 1is a human wreck." Illustration: Derailed locomotive
observed by the mountaineer as his first look at a train, As fallen
creatures, we are men only in the sense that we have body, soul and
spirit. We should not be surprised that God looks upon the human
race to see only two men, Adam and Christ. Pilate was exactly right
when he said, "Behold the Man!" When Christ became incarnate He
conveyed upon human nature an inestimable blessing in that it was
taken as it were into the very bosom of God.

Note further that the human nature which Christ assumed is His
forever, He brought it with Him when He arose from the grave and
with it He returned to His Father. Since then in heaven, He appeared
to both Stephen and the Apostle John as the Son of Man., It has been
said "Through the resurrection and exaltation of Christ, human nature
has in truth attained to the very throne of the universe." Phil. 2:9

(%-3206)

The Humanity of Jesus

Jesus Christ was the Son of Man, as He declared Himself to be, and as such He
was the representative of all humanity,

I.

His Human Genealogies. Matt., 1:1-16

Matthew opens his record with the genealogy to prove that Jesus is the
"Son of David, the son of Abraham.'" As the Son of Abraham, He is an heir
to the Abrahamic Covenant. As the Son of David, He is heir to the Davidic
Covenant and eligible to be king of Israel.
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It has been pointed out that Jeconiah of Matt. 1:11 (or Coniah as he is
sometimes called in Seripture) according to Jer. 22:28-30 was to be written
as childless and that no man of his seed was to sit upon the throne of David. -
As the genealogy in Matthew shows, he did actually have sons, but he was
written childless in so far as the posgsiblility of his seed ever sitting on
the throne of Datid was concerned. It is evident that Coniah's line still
held the title to the throne which was passed down to Joseph and that
legally, according to Jewish law, Jesus received this title to the throne
from Joseph, His foster father. While the other sons of Coniah could not
sit on the throne of David because of this curse of Jer. 22:30, yet Jesus
could because He actually was not the seed of Coniah.

It is also pointed out that Jesus is the seed of David through Mary,
whose genealogy is given in Luke 3:23-38, Dr. Scofield in his note states
that the "son of Heli* could be properly rendered "son-in-law of Heli.,"
This genealogy is given to show that Jesus came through the line of Nathan,
David's eldest son, with no curse upon the seed of this line.

The son of Abraham, the child of promise, was to be one in whom all
families of the earth were to be blessed. Therefore, the genealogy in
Luke does not stop at David or Abraham but goes back to the first man
who is the father of the whole race of mankind, Acts 13:23; Heb., 7:14.

His Human Parentage. Matt, 1:18-20; Luke 1:26-31; 2:7; John 1:1); Gal, L:k

We not only have this backed by clear statement in the Acts and the
Epistles but the Gospels provide all the details.

His Human Development. Luke 2:40 and 52

Notice that His divine nature did not grow, since Gou could not grow,
Jesus grew in the same manner as other children do, subject to the same
laws that govern physical, intellectual and spiritual development, It is
clear that He received His training along the lines of ordinary human
progress--instruction, study, thought. He who was omnipotent had a child's
beaming eye, light limbs and soft hair. (#-7)

His Human Appearance. Phil. 2:8; John L:9 and 8:57;19:5

The woman of Samaria evidently recognized Jesus as a Jew by His
features and speech, To her, He was just an ordinary Jew, at least to
begin with, There is no Biblical warrant for surrounding the head of
Christ with a halo, as the artists do. John 20:15, 19,20, Only at the time
of His transfiguration do they point out that "the fashion of His counten-
ance was altered.” Luke 9:29, After the resurrection Jesus still retained
the form of a man. Luke 24:36-L3. Mary.at the tomb mistook Him for the
gardener, John 20:15. The two disciples on the way to Emmaus thought that
He was a traveler. Luke 24:18 (#-74)

His pure life, no doubt, gave Him a distinguished look, just as good
character similarly distinguishes men today., Of course, we know nothing
definite as to the appearance of Jesus, for no picture or photograph of
Him do we possess. 7.55)

The personal appearance of Jesus is not made a matter of particular
mention in the Scriptures. There are few allusions to it, Evidently the
person of the earthly Jesus is not to be the subject of contemplation(a°71)
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The Lord Jesus Christ was universally recognized as man. Note that
He was spoken of as:(4~73

1, Jesus of Nazareth, Luke 18:37; 24:19; John 18:5

As He had spent all His life in the town of Nazareth, He was
identified with that place.

2. The Son of Joseph. Matt, 13:55; Luke 3:23; John 6:42

Even the younger half-brothers and sisters who were brought up
with Jesus in the family at Nazareth refused to accept Him as the
Messiah during His earthly ministry. John 7:3-5

3. The Son of Man., John 1:49-51; Matt. 26:63,64

While we recognize the fact that there is something official in
the title, Son of Man, nevertheless, our Lord's persistent use of
this term makes it evident that He most earnestly desired to identify
Himself with the sons of men.

V. His Human Nature i nelin ned am comerdeed pod f 1’“""""’"%— "(ﬁ’j: ‘k/ﬁ(
: ¢ 4

When Jesus Christ became incarnate, He came into possession of a real
human, physical nature, and was “made in the likeness of men." This human
nature, however, was not a carnal nature. It was sinless,

1. He possessed a physical body. Heb, 2:14; Matt, 26:12; 27:58

2. He possessed a rational soul., John 12:27

3. He possessed a human spirit. Mk, 2:8; Lk 23:46 with I Cor, 2:11
Jesus Christ was possessed of two natures: divine and human.@??ij

"A union of divinity ahnd humanity was essential to the constitution
of the person of Christ. It follows, therefore, that the Christ is God-man.
Divinity and humanity are united in Him, but they are not blended. Humanity
is not deified, and divinity is not humanized. Divinity cannot take into
its essence anything finite. Humanity cannot be so absorbed in deity as to
become part of it. The two natures must ever remain distinct, while the
person of Christ formed by their union will ever be one and indivisible,
That He has two natures in one person is true, and must ever be true, of
the Messiah. It is confessedly mysterious, but the doctrine is not, on
this account, to be re jected."--Pendleton, quoted by Bancroft in "Elemental

Theology." (8- 73)
False doctrines deny the reality of His humanity, i.e., His physical

nature and body. I John 4:2, 3 shows this to be a mark of the spirit of
Antichrist. One may safely test all religions by this standard.

VI. His Human Limitations //
wiree T v

1. Physical Limitations(8-14) ~

a. Jesus was subject to bodily fatigue, John 4:6
b. Jesus was subject to the necessity of sleep. Matt., 8:24
c. Jesus was subject to hunger. Matt., 21:18
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d. Jesus was subject to-thirst., John 47 .

e, Jesus was subject to physical suffering and pain. I Pet.l:l
Luke 223kl ‘

f. Jesus in His bodily life was capable of death., I Cor. 1523

2. Inteliectual Limitations. Luke 28525 Mk. 11:¢13; 13332@hﬁ9

|
The knowledge of Jesus was subject to limitdtions. He who was
omniscient chose to have a child's mentality and to advance in
wisdom. He purpcsely limited Himself. Had He known that the
tree was barren, He would not have needed to journey thither.
Had He known the hour of His return, would He have denied it?®

3. Moral and Spiritual Limitations
a. He was subject to temptations. Matt. L:l; Heb. Lsif

The last Adam was tested by Satan as the first had
-been tried., His moral limitations were self-imposed, He
who cannot be tempted with sin (James 1:13) subiected
Himself to all the temptations common to man. 4-2@

bo He found it necessary to pray. Mk. 1:35; Luke 11:1i; Heb 5:7

Twenty-five times Christ is mentioned as praying. Nor
was 1t merely to set an example to His disciples, for more
than once He went into a sclitary place alone to commune
with God. He obtained power for work and for moral victory
as other men do. by prayer. He was subject to human condi-
tions for obtaining what He desired.(#-73)

co He wes dependent for power upon the anointing Spirit,
Acts 102383 Matt. 12228

The period of Christ's dependency was the period of His
humiliation. It extended from Bethlehem o Olivet, or
during the period of His incarnate l1ife upon the earth, He
then resumed the glory which He had with the Father before
the world was, and all the prerogatives of His Godheadx%h%q

\
VIT, His Humen Names (2-4Lfe77)
lo Jesus. Matt. 1221(4-7¢

This name means savior or salvation. It is a human name, in
use among Israelites of the past and present.

2. The Son of Man., Luke 19310
Jasus Christ calls Himself "Son of man® at least eighty times
in the Gospels. In doing so, He assuredly identifies Himself with
the sons of man,
30 Jesus of Nazareth. Acts 2:22
People recognized Jesus as an inhabitant of Nazareth for

there He grew to manhood, This was in fulfiilment of the
prophecy, “He shall be called the Nazarsne,b
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L., The prophet. Matt. 21:11
This is a human term and thus clearly argues for His humanity.
5. The carpenter. Mark 6:3

Tradition has it that Joseph died while Jesus was yet a youth,
and that He undertook the responsibilities of His father's
carpenter shop.

6. The man Christ Jesus. I Tim. 2:5

By the use of the term "man" we have a positive assertion
by the true humanity which Christ possessed during His earth life
and still possesses in His heavenly life of intercession at the
right hand of God.

His Recognition as a Man after His Resurrection. Luke 24:36-43

After the resurrection, Jesus still retained the form of a man. Mary
at the tomb mistook Him for the gardenmer. John 20:15. The two disciples
on the way to Emmaus thought that He was a traveler. Luke 24:18 (#’22)

After the ascension, Jesus seems still to have retained the form of
a man. Acts. 7:56; I Tim. 2:5(%-5¢)

It is strictly improper to use the phrase "In the days of His incarnation,"
because He still is the incarnate God. There is a real man in heaven right
now. In Acts 7:56 Stephen saw a man standing on the right hand of God and
some day we will see this same man. Acts 1:9-11. He went up as a man in
a resurrection body but nevertheless a real body. He shall so come in
like manner .(é 264)

He was the Perfect Human

As such He was free both from hereditary depravity and actual sin.
Luke 1:35; Jn. 8:46; 14:30. He had not the slightest evil inclination
upon which His temptations could lay hold. He was in the flesh but
without the sin which in other men clings to the flesh. Rom. 8:3;

II Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 9:14; I Peter 1:19; 2:22; I John 3:5,7

"If in Christ there was no sin, or tendency to sin, how could he be
tempted: In the same way, we reply, that Adam was tempted. Jesus could
be tempted because He had the keenest susceptibility to all the forms of
innocent desire. To these desires temptation may appeal. Sin consists,
not in these desires, but in the gratification of them out of God's
order, and contrary to God's will. So Satan appealed (Matt. 4:1-11) to
the desire for food, for applause, for power.'--A.H.Strong

Jesus frequently went up to the temple but we have no evidence that
He ever offered sacrifice. He prayed, "Father, forgive them"; but He
never prayed: '"Father, forgive me." He said, "Ye must be born anew'" But
the words indicated that He had mro such need. At no one moment in all
that life could a single detail have been altered, except for the worse.
He not only yielded to God's will when made known to Him, but He sought
it. John 5:30 o
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Eo. The Deity of Christ

The only way to explain the perfect manhood of Jesus Christ is on the basis of
His deity. (¢-243)

. "While Jesus Christ was really man, He was also truly God. It is not sufficient
to speak of the divinity of Christ. Men claim to be divine, to be of God; we should
assert His deity-——He was God."—Bancroft (?-7?9

The modernist tries to say that Jesus was a good man but that He was not God,
If He was not what He claimed to be, then He was the greatest deceiver, the biggest
liar the world has ever known, and He certainly could not be classed as good. We
are forced to one conclusion or the cther, that He was either the Son of God as He
declared Himself to be, or He was the world's most ignominious character.

Four Gospels concern themselves not so much about what He said, as who He was
and what He did. The significance of what He said is dependent entirely upon who
He was. If merely a man, His utterances can commandno more attention or allegience
than any other representative of faltering, failing humanity. If He is the Son of
God, then His words are unchangeable, unbreakable, and imperishable.(#7:

Tllustrations of lady admirer of sayings of Jesus who was asked to read Gospel
of John and cross out every word that intimated He was divine.

"A man who can read the New Testament and not see that Christ claims to be
more than mere man can look all over the sky at high noon on a cloudless day and
not see the sun."-—Beiderwolf (5-79)

If Christ is not deity, He could not have taken the place of sinners so as to
make atonement for their sins., Psa. L9:7-8. One creature cannot, in the geovernment
of God, take the place of another. An ange. cannot act in the place of & man,
because all that an angel can do is, on His personal account, due to God. If
allowed to do so, one perfect creature could only take the place of one Sinful
creature. It took the deity of Christ to give universal value to His death for the
race, and to enable Him "to teéste death for every man." Isa. 53:1ib

I. Divine Names Are Given Him
1. He is Called Godo Matte. 18213235 John 1:1,1l; Hebo, 1:8; John 1:18

Absolute deity is here ascribed to Christ(John 2022&,)which
was not an expression of amazement, but a confession of faith,
This confession was accepted by Christ, hence equivalent to the
acceptance of deity, and an assertion of it on Christ's part,
Romo 9855 Tite 2:13; I Johm 5320 (7-5%)

I1lustratiors of a Unitarian who thought the Scriptures should
clearly state the deity of Christ.

"It may be argued that while Christ is here called God, yet
that does not argue for nor prove His deity, for human judges are
also called "gods" in John 10:35. True, but it is then used in a
secondary and relative sense, and not in the absolute sense as
when used of the Son."--Evans (7-3%)

2. He is Called the Son of Gode Matt. 16316,17; 8:29; 1L:33; Mark 1sl
1L361-62, Luke 1:35; Lsil
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"This title is one to which there can be no finite comparison
or analogy. The oneness with God which it designates is not such
reflex influence of the divine thought and character such as man
and angels may attain, but identity of essence constituting him
not God-like alone, but God. Others may be children of God in a
moral sense but by this right of elemental nature, none but He;
He is herein, the only Son; so little separate, so close to the
inner divine life which He expresses, that He is in the bosom of
the Father. This language denotes two natures homogeneous, en-
tirely one, and both so essential to the Godhead that neither can
be omitted from any truth you speak of it."--James Orr(7ﬂ90

The use of the word'only begotten' also indicates the unique-
ness of this sonship. This word is used of Christ by John in 1:14,
18; 3:16; I John 4:9, and distinguishes between Christ as the
only Son, and the man...children of God". He is the Son from
eternity; they "become' sons in time. He is one; they are many.

He is Son by nature; they are sons by regeneration. He is Son of
the same essence with the Father; they are of different substance
from the Father. (7~5‘7)

3. He is Called the Holy One. Acts 3:14 and 13:35 with Hosea 11:9

4. He is Called The Lord. Acts 4:33; 16:31; Luke 2:11; Acts 9:17;
Matt. 22:43-45

5. Other Divine Names are Ascribed to Him

"The first and the last" Rev. 1:17. This title used of
Jehovah in Isa. 41:4; 44:6; 48:12 "The Alpha and Omega: Rev. 22:13,
16 with 1:8 where it is used of God. (7-40)

II. Jesus Claimed to be God
1. Before His Disciples John 14:7-11

Jesus was constantly speaking of His heavenly Father in His
conversations with the disciples as well as in His controversies
with the Jews. 1In His farewell address He urged His disciples to
accept His statement concerning His relation to the Father.é&‘ﬁq

2. Before the Jews. John 10:30-33; Matt. 27:40-43 see note ASV;
John 5:18

He said, "I and my Father are one."” What did the Jews under-
stand Him to mean by such a remark? There was no question in their
minds, for they picked up stones to hurl at Him for blasphemy, or
as they themselves admitted, ''Because thou , being a man, makest
thyself God.' (‘i‘ﬂ")

3. Before the Council. Mark 14:61-62; Luke 22:66-71
If when He called Himself "the Son of God" He did not mean
more than that He was a son of God, why then did the high priest
accuse Him of blasphemy when He claimed this title?(7-57)

III. He Claimed to be Equal With God and Such is Also Claimed For Him Ry Paul
Under Inspiration. John 5:18; 10:30; Phil. 2:6, Col. 2:9
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IV. He claimed and Received Divine Worship

.k Worship that Christ received was due only to deity. Therefore, in
receiving this worship Christ made a practical claim of deity.

1. The Scriptures recognize worship as being due to deity alone.

Matt.4:10;

The homage given to Christ in these Scriptures is nothing short
of sacrilegious idolatry, if He were not God. He showed not the
slightest reluctance in acceptance of such worship. Therefore, He
was either God or a rank imposter, but His whole life argues against
His being an imposter. Who said "Worship God only" had no right to
take the place of God if He were not God. The Scriptures reveal
instances of swift and awful punishment to them who accepted worship
due to God only. Examples: Herod, Acts 12:20-25; Nebuchadnezzar,
Dan. 4:29-33. (7-60)

Godly men refused to accept such worship realizing it did not
belong to them. Examples: Peter, Acts 10:25,26; Paul and Barnabas,
Acts 14:11-18. Even angels refused such worship. Rev.22:8,9(7- 6¢)

2. Jesus Christ unhesitatingly accepted worship. John 13:13; 20:27-29;
Matt. 14:33; Luke 5:8; 24:52.(9-/43)

There seemed to be no reluctance on His part in the acceptance
of worship.@blmﬂ

3. God Himself commands all men to render worship to the Son even as
. they do to Him. Heb.1:6; Phil.2:10,11 with Isa.45:21-23; John 5:22,
23, ASV.(¥-103)

4. 1t wasthepractice of the apostles and the early church to worship
Christ. 1Matt.14:33; 20:20; 28:9; 38:16,17; Luke 24:51,52; I Cor.1:2;
Acts 7:59 (8-/63)

V. Divine Offices are Ascribed to Him.@fJEﬂ
1. He is the Creator of the universe. John 1:3

Here Christ is seen to be excluded from created things and to be the
Creator. 1In other words, creation is the manifestation of Him mind and
power. Heb.1:10 reveals the dignity of the Creator in contrast with the
creatures. Col.l:16; Rgv.3:14. '"Jesus Christ is the Creator and not

a creature. As such, He is infinite and not finite, Divine and not
human, God and not man."—-Bancroft(ﬁ“/oq)

2, He is the Preserver of all things. Col.1:17; Heb.1:3

These Scriptures show that the universe is not self-sustaining and is
not left by God to run of its own forces as ancient deism and modern
evolution like to claim. It is the power of Christ that causes all
things to hold together. "The pulses of the life of the universe are
regulated and controlled by the throb of the mighty heart of Chrisﬁ;;-Evans
‘T
‘ 3. He is One with the right to forgive sins. Mark. 2:5-11; Luke 7:48 )
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When Christ forgave sins, the Scribes and Pharisees recognized that He

was assuming a divine prerogative. No mere man had any right to forgive
sins. In Luke 7:40-50 Christ does not merely declare sins forgiven, but

He actually forgives sins which He_ shows by inference to have been committed
against Himself. cf. Psa.Sl:LL.(?-G?)

To Him is ascribed the resurrection of the bodies of men. John 6:39,40,54;
11:25.

Christ here declares that it is His prerogative to raise the dead. While
it is true that others did raise the dead, they did so only by delegated
powers like did Elijah and Elisha, but Christ did so by His own powers.
John 10:17,18. None of these others claimed to raise the dead by their
own power nor to have power to effect the resurrection of all men. But
Christ did make such claims.@LLsﬁ

Christ is to be the Judge of the living and the dead. John 5:22,23;
II Tim.4:1; Acts 17:31; Matt.25:31-46.

"The Man of the cross is to be the Man of the throne. The issues of
judgment ‘are all in Hig hands." --Evans. Since the issues of judgment
are a divine function, this is sufficient proof of Him deity.(S_/on

Christ is the Giver of eternal life. John 17:2; 10:28
Only One who inherently possesses eternal life can bestow it. Since

God alone possesses eternal life, then Christ must of necessity be God
in order to bestow it{8-/05)

Possesses the perfection and attributes of God

Holiness. John 1:4 with 8:12; 6:69; 8:46; II Cor.5;21; Heb.4:15; 7:26;
I John 3:;3,5; 1:5.

"Jesus Christ took His standard of holiness not from the law or the
customs of men but from God. The Bible multiplies expressions and
figures to produce an adequate conception of the absolute holiness

or moral purity of Christ. There is nothing in nature with which to

compare it except light."--Bancroft 8*102)

"The dazzling white light that glorified the face and garments of
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt.17:2, Luke 9:29) was the
outshining of moral purity as well as deity within." Haldeman($~/bz)

The fact of His holiness is attested by all who were closely associated
with Him./5-/87 éb/pg)

a. By the testimony of Judas Iscariot. Matt.27:3,4
b. By the testimony of Pilot. John 18:38; 19:4,6

c. By the testimony of the dying thief. Luke 23:41
d. By the testimony of a Roman centurian. Luke 23:47
e. By the testimony of the Apostle Peter. Acts. 3:14
f. By the testimony of the Apostle Johm. I John 3:5
g. By the testimony of Jesus Himself. John 8:46

h. By the testimony of Paul. II Cor. 5:21
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2. Righteousness and Justice., Acts 3:1L, John 5:22 with II }2%;27 8
3. Self-existence and life-giving power. Jomn iy, 5:2.%26; 1L,:65 17:3
All life, physical or spiritual and eternal, comes from Hrnq?uéﬂ

L. Eternity. John 1:1-23 8:58; 17:5.2L3 Col. L 17, Isa, 9363 Micah 532
Heb, 1:8,11,12 @-aes)

5. Immutability. Heb., 13:8s 7:2L; Heb. l:lleQ(éﬁéﬁ)

His position may change but His person never changes.

6. Omnipotence. Matt. 28:18; Rev. 1:8; John 17:2; Eph. 1:20-22 @ué?)
He has power over four distinct realms.
a, All power over the physical world

(1) Over diseases. Luke i338-i1
(2) Over death., John 11
(3) Over nature. John 2;i-il

"hen Ulysses returned with fond anticipations
to his home in Ithaca, his family did not recognize
him. Even his wife denied her husband, so changed
was he after an absence of twenty years and the mrd-
ships of a long protracted war. It was true of the

- vexed and astonished Greek, as of a nobler king,
that he came to His own and His own received Him
not. In this painful position he called for his
bow. which he had left at homeo...a bow so stout
and tough that none but himself could draw ito..

He seized it. To their surprise and joy. it yields
to his arms; it bends till the bow string touches
his ear. The wife, now sure that he is her long-
iost husband, throws herself into his fond embrace,
and his household confesses him the true Ulysses.

"Our Lord gave such proofs of His divinity when
He stood a stranger in His own home, despised and
rejected, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief, He bent the stubborn bow of nature to His
will, and proved Himself Creator by His mastery
over creation."--W. E, Biederwolf. Matt. 8:23,27

b. All power over evil spirit beings.

(i) Over demons. Luke 335,36 and Ll
(2) over evil angels. Eph., 6:10-18

co All power over good spirit beings. Eph. 1:20-22
do All power over all things. Heb. 2¢8; 1:33 Matt, 28:18

25; Matt, 24.25; Col. 2533 John

7. Omniscience. John 16:30s 242l
1348 (7—‘%)

Li216+193 Mark 2383 John
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Our Lord's utterances impress us that He knew all things past, present,
and future, but notice that it came from His original perception of all
things. 1In fact, He did not need to acquire knowledge, although in
Mark 13:32 He reveals limited knowledge in the human sense??We need to
understand that He spake this only in the sense that a servant knoweth not
‘what His Lord doeth. 1In the very context in which this utterance occurs,
He told the signs of His coming and indicated clearly the unfolding of
events in Matt.24,25; Luke 21; Mark 13.(6-249)

8. Omnipresence. Matt.18:20; 28:20.

Matt.18:20 shows that He is with every Christian worker and missionary
everywhere. In I Cor.1:2 He is prayed to by Christians in every place.
Prayer would be a mere mockery if we were not assured that Christ is every-
where present to hear. Eph.1:23 shows us that He fills all things in
every place. We must, therefore, conclude that He has an all prevading
presence such as is only capable of deity.

9. Love

a. It is spontaneous. Mark.10:21; Rev.1:5

b. It is sacrificial. John 10:11; Rom.5:6-8; Gal.2:20; Eph.5:25.
c. It knows no bounds. Rom8:35-39 P .

d. It is infinite. Eph.3:19; John 3:16; 15:9{&ﬁ6f]

VII. Jesus was Recognized as God.(?“78fﬂ77)

It has been argued by those who reject Christ as God that in all times
people have sought to deify men who have won their admiration and affection.
But Christ's exaltation was not simply of man's creation. He had a wider
field of recognition than just the admiration of a few followers. Those who
recognized Him as God realized His pre-existence and their conviction was not
based on mere human veneration of Him.

1. Nathanael. John 1:49
Before Nathanael became a follower of Jeus, he was persuaded of the
truth that this much-discussed teacher was not only the Messiah but
also the Son of God.
2. Peter. Matt.16:16
On this eventful occasion our Lord Jesus put His disciples to the

great test as to just exactly what their convictions were concerning
Him. Peter, as the spokesman for the twelve, declared Him to be 'the

Christ, the Son of the living God.'" Notice in verse 17 our Lord's
definite confirmation that Peter had no mistaken conviction regarding
Him.

3. Thomas. John 20:28
In this instance, an enthusiastic follower who had become a serious
doubter was re-assured that the resurrected One Who had been crucified

was the living God.

4. 'The Roman centurion. Mark 15:39

The official executioner of Jesus substantiated the testimony of
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His friends that Jesus was not merely a suffering criminal but truly
the Son of God.

5. The angel. Luke 2:10,11

The message which the angel proclaimed to the shepherds was
identical with that given to Mary; namely, that He was deity or
Christ the Lord.

6. Satan and demons. Matt. L3

Satan here admitted Jesus to be the Son of God when he tempted
Him to use powers which he knew rightfully belonged to Him,

Luke Lshl., Demon~possessed people cried out that Jesus was the
Son of God, but, while their testimony was admitted to be true, it
was not encouraged by our Lord simpliy because those that procliaim
His truth must be spiritually and morally in accord with His willi,

7« The testimony of God the Father

Three times during our Lord‘'s ministry God spoke from Heaven
clearly affirming that Jesus wa$ the Son of God,

ao At His baptism. Matt. 3:13-175 Luke 3:22

"This is My beloved Son" refers’us to Psa, 2 where
Christ is addressed as the King of tsrasi, "In whom I am
well-pleased¥ refers to Isa. u2:i and sets forth the Servant
of the Lord as anointed and empowered by the enduement of
God's Spirit., %Is it toc much to say that on that baptismal
day Jesus was keenly conscious that these 0ld Testament
predictions were fuifiiied in Him: We think not.%—Evans

b. At His transfiguration. Matte. 17:55 Luke 9535
Both Peter and John called attention to the significance
of His transfiguration, not only because God spoke from
heaven to acknowledge His deity, but aiso because of the
heavenly honor and glory that was accorded Him on that
occasions John 1:liys IT Pet. 1:16-i8

John writes further in I John 5:9 showing us the great
value of a testimony given of God the Father,

c. At the last Passover., dJohn 12:27,28
VIII. His Name is Coupled with That of God the Father (7-g§)

The manner in which the name of Jesus Christ i1s coupled with that of
God the Father clearly implies His equality with God the Father,

1l The apostolic benediction. 1II Core. i3:li
Here the Scn with the Father is equaily a bestower of grace,

2, The baptismal formuia. Matt. 28:19, Acts 2338
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classified as a unity. It would certainly sound out of place if one said,

'"in the name of the Father and of Moses and Aaron."
In several other passages. John 14:23; 17:3; 10:30; II Thess.2:16-17

In fact, saving faith must #nclude belief in Jesus Christ as divine
and equal with the Father. John 8:24

The Death of Christ

I. 1Its importance (7&5ﬂ§377\

1.

It has a supreme place in the Christian religion.

"Christianity is a religion of atonement distinctively. Christianity
is not merelty a system of ethics; it is the history of redemption
through Jesus Christ, the personal Redeemer.' --Evans

It has a vital relation to Jesus Christ.

The atonement is so closely rélated to Jesus Christ, so allied to His
work, as set forth in the Scriptures, that it is absolutely inseparable

from it. Christ was not primarily a religious teacher, a philanthropist,

an ethical example; He was all these, yea, and much more--He was first
and foremost the world's Saviour and Redeemer. Other great men have
been valued for their lives; He, above all, for His death, around which
God and man are reconciled.

Let us understand that the power of Christianity lies not in hazy in-
definiteness, but in the truth, and in the doctrine of Christ crucified
and risen from the dead.

It has a relation to the Incarnation. Heb.2:14; I John 3:5; Matt.20:28.

The very purpose of the entire coming of Christ into the world, in all
its varying aspects, was that, by assuming a nature like unto our own,

He might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. The faith
of the atonement presupposes the faith of the incarnation. So close have

been the relation of these two fundamental doctrines that their relation

is one of the great questions which have divided men in their opinions in

the matter: which is primary and which secondary.

The incarnation is a declaration on the part of God of His purpose to
provide salvation for the world. That salvation is only to be provided
through the atoning blood of Christ.

It is given Prominence in the Scriptures. Luke 24:25-27 and 44

It was the claim of Jesus, in His conversation with the two disciples
on the way to Emmaus, that Moses, and all the prophets indeed, all the
Scriptures, dealt with the subject of His death (Luke 24:27,44). That
the death of Christ was the one great subject into which the 01ld Testa-
ment prophets searched deeply is clear from I Pet.1:11,12. The atone-
ment is the scarlet cord running through every page in the entire Bible.
Cut the Bible anywhere, and it bleeds; it is red with redemption truth.
One out of every
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forty-four verses in the New Testament deals with this theme. The
death of Christ is mentioned in all one hundred and seventy-five
times, Add to these figures the typical and symbolical teaching
of the 0ld Testament and some 1ldea is gained as to the important
place which this doctrine occupies in the sacred Scriptures.

5. It is the Fundamental Theme of the Gospel, I Cor. 15:1-4

There is nc Gospel message possible when the fact of Christ's
death is omitted, since it was necessary for our redeemer to suffer
substitutionally for mankind.

6. It Will be the Central Theme of Heaven's Song.

Those already in heaven made it the subject of conversation upon
their earthly visit. Luke 9:30-31

St. John sees this prophetically as the theme of the redeemed
in glory. Rev. 5¢8=i2

II. The Fact of Christ‘s Death. Acts 20:28; I Cor. 15:3(6’37/ f-"}?é)
1. It was a natural death. I Cor. i5s3

We mean by this that it is an actual death., Some say that it
was a swoon and when put in the tomb the coolness thereof revived
Him.,  TIllustration: A student in answering a doctrine examination
said, "He died dead." We laugh, but it is true.

His Death Sentence - John 19:33,3L

" A document on a brass plate purporting to be the death sen~-
tence of Christ was discovered in 1280 in the city of Aquila in the
kingdom of Naples, by a search made for Roman antiquities, and ’
remained there until it was found by the commission of arts in the
French armmy of Italy. The following is engraved on the plate of
brass in the Hebrew language: ‘'Sentence proncunced by Pontius
Pilate, of the lower province of Galilee, that Jesus of Nazareth
shall suffer death by the cross. In the 17th year of the reign of
the Emperor Tiberius and on the 2Lth day of the month of March,
during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, Pontius Pilate,
Intendent of the Province of lower Galilee, sitting to judgment
in the presidential seat of the practor, sentences Jesus of Naza-
reth to death on the cross between two robbers, as the numerous
testimonies of the people prove,

a. Jesus is a misleader,

b. He has enticed the people to sedition.

c. He is an enemy of the laws.

d. He calls Himself the Son of God.

e. He calls Himself the King of the Jews.

f. He went into the temple followedby a multitude
carrying palms in their hands.

Orders from the first centurian, Quirrilluis Cornelius, to
bring him to the place of execution. Forbids all persons, rich or
poor, to prevent the execution of Jesus ares
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a. Daniel Robani, Pharisee
b. John Zerababel;

c. Raphel Robani;

d. Capet

Jesus to be taken out of Jerusalem through the gate of Tourness.'
~From Dr. R.L.Moyer's notes

In John 19:33,34 we see such a separation of water and blood as is only
found in post mortem conditions. This was a miraculous death in that
dead men do not bleed at all and living men never bleed separated blood.
This hemorrhage took place while He was living. Actually the blood ran
into the sack around the heart. Medical authorities state that ruptured
heart may occur from extreme grief or sorrow. Notice Psalm 22:14 and
69:20 and then remember that not a bone of Him was broken.

When He took the bread and broke it at His last supper, it was just
as if He took the heart and broke it. Their bread was just the size
and shape of a human heart.

Pilate marveled that He died so soon. His death was caused by His
pure, holy nature taking upon it the sin of the world. This is what
actually happened when it turned dark at His crucifixion.

It was an unnatural death.

His was an abnormal death. "For the wages of sin is death,' but He
had no sin and He did no sin. He knew no sin, and He was the spotless
Lamb of God. Death had no claim on Him. Therefore, the fact that He died
proves conclusively that He died for the sin of others. The wages of sin
which He suffered was certainly not because of any sin of His but accord-
ing to II Cor.5:21 and I Pet.3:18.

It was a preternatural death.

This death was marked out and determined before the foundation of the
world. Acts.2:23; I Pet.1:18-20; Rev.13:8. Before Adam was created or
before Adam fell or before the hill of Calvary was made, God set up a
cross. If God had not the cross in mind when Adam sinned, He would have
be smitten to death immediately. This was the only way God could pass
over sin at all.

Gal. 2:20. "There was no compulsion laid upon Him, other than the im-
pulsion of His own heart of love. His willingness to act for us brings
out the intrinsic worth of His action.''--Marsh

We find two definite aspects of His death predicted:

a. Manner of His death. Psa. 22; Isa.53
b. Time of His death. Dan.9:25,26

It was a supernatural death.

His death was different from any other ever experienced. His birth,
life, and death were all different from that of other men. John 10:17,18.
His death was of His own volition. Men went as far as they could but
they could not take His life until He laid it down. Note. John 18:2-6, and
yet He submitted Himself and was led as a lamb to His
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slaughterers. This was the infinite Creator allowing the finite
creatures to spit upon Him, smite Him, laugh at Him, and crucify Him.
John 19:28 states that the Scripture (not the Scriptures) might

be fulfilled, Psa. 69121

On the cross He possessed all His mental faculties. In Joln
19:30, He "bowed His own head and gave up His own spirit," which
shows that He was not in a swoon with His head swinging around,
When all was fulfilled, He then bowed His head and delivered up
His spirit. Luke 23:46 again shows that He died of His own free
wille Is that the way Paul died? Is that the way Stephen died?
Our Lord dismissed His own spirit.

John 19:31-33. At the close of six hours the thieves were
still alive. Men who were crucified suffered for two or three
days before death came. It was not natural that He should die as
soon as six hours. Mark 15:l3-L45

III. Unscriptural Views of Christ's Death

For centuries men have done their own philosophizing regarding the real
import of the death of Christ. Since such has been without any thorough
understanding or careful systematic study of the scriptural teaching on the
subject, a rumber of seriously erroneous views have been originated and
have continued to be propogated. We give consideration to them only that
we may be able to immediately recognize these teachings upon contact with
them and be sufficiently enlightened so as to reject any interpretations
of Christ's atonement which are not Seriptural,

1,

20

The Accidental Theory

This theory views the cross of Calvary as something unforeseen
in the life of Christ, as something not contained in the divine
plan. It holds Christ's death to be an unexpected accident, which
made Him a victim of circumstances. According to this view, the
death of Christ served no purpose. (8=/a¢)

This is to be refuted by saying that Jesus gave evidence during
His earth life of knowing about His forthcoming death, by fortelling
it again and again. This truth is corroborated by the following
Scripturess Matt. 16:21; Mark 9:30-32; Matt. 20:17-19; Lu.18:31-3L;
Matt. 20:28; 26:2,12,2),39=L2; Lu. 22:19-203 John 10:17,18.

In John 10:17,18 He clearly states that He was to die according
to His own choice. Let us remember that it was not the power of
man nor the nails that held Him to the cross.

There are many references and prophecies of the 01d Testament to
the fact of Christ's death. Then there is Christ’s own testimony to
the fact of His death being predicted and foretold by the prophets,
Luke 24226,27,Lks Isa. 53; Psa. 223 69, {7_74?

The Martyr Theory

This theory holds that Christ died a martyr's death for the
cause that He had espoused; that He sealed His testimony to the
truth with His blood. It places His death on a plane with that of
Polycarp, John Rogers, Bishop Latimer and Bishop Ridley, or any
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other man who has given his life as a sacrifice for a princirle or
truth which he believed and held dear. According to this view,
Christ's death serves only to emphasize His loyalty to His teachings
and thus gives them added emphasis.(8-/2+)

In order to refute this, we ask the following questions. If
Christ died merely as a martyr, then why did He not so declare Him-
self? Regarding another matter, He stated, "If it were not so, I
would have told you." If this theory were true, why did not Paul
ever clearly indicate it? We find this word used in Scripture for
the death of other Christians. Acts. 223203 Rev, 17:€, Then why
not for Christ's death? If this theory be true, then there is no
mystery about Christ's death, so why should Paul have said that there
was any mystery concerning it as he did in Eph. 5325-27,32?

"If Christ died as a martyr, He might, at least, have had the
same comforting presence of God afforded other martyrs in the hour
of their death. Why should He be God-forsaken in that crucial hour?
Is it right that God should make the holiest man in all the ages the
greatest sufferer, if that man were but a martyr? When you recall
the shrinking of Gethsemane, could you really — and we say it
reverently —- call Jesus as brave a man facing death as many another
martyr has been? Why should Christ's soul be filled with anguish,
Luke 22339-L6, while Paul the Apostle was exultant with joy. Philo
1¢237? (7—75> )

nStephen died a martyr‘s death, but Paul never preached forgive-
ness through the death of Stephen. Such a view of Christ's death
may beget martyrs, but it can never save sinnerso"mmEvanq<745)

Christ died as a moral example

It is argued that Christ's death has an influence upon mankind
for moral improvement. According to this view, repentance is the
vital element in forgiveness., The example of His suffering is
designed to soften human hearts, and help a man to reformm, repent,
and better his condition. So God grants pardon and forgiveness on
simple repentance and reformation. In the same way a drunkard might
call a man his saviour, by whose influence he was induced to become
sober and industrious. If such were true, why could we not as well
be impelled by the example of Stephen or Paul to repent and reform
and likewise find God's forgiveness?

But did the sight of His suffering move the Jews to repentance?
Does it move men today? Sentimental humans will weep when you tell
a story of some dog who lost his life in the rescue of a child, but
they will remain dry-eyed through the most vivid account of Calvary.

Such a view of Ohrist's death does not deal with the question
with which it is always connected; viz., the question of sino(7‘7@

The Governmental Theory

According to this view, God's purpose is to secure the submission
of mankind in a peaceful universe. In order to achieve this He must
demonstrate His wrath against sin. Thus the sufferings of Christ
serve only to exhibit His hatred of sin. It is true that we do see
God's hatred for sin at the cross. To understand what God thinks of
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sin it is necessary to look at the cross rather than intc nelle.

But it should be asked, Why not make a guilty one, and nct an absos
lutely innocent man, suffer as an example of God‘s hatred of sin?
Why not rather take a most guilty man, suffer as an example of Ged's
hatred of sin? Why not rather take a most guilty man such as Barab-
bas? Certainly there were enough sinners who could have been useu
as an example.

There could have been no exhibition of God's displeasure at sin
in the sufferings of Christ unless these sufferings were endured in
connection with the meting out of justice, the infliction of penaity,
the punishment of guilt. Otherwise, the cross would be a mere scenic
display without any reality, a mere pretended administration of
government without any just or judicial actiono(ﬁ“lasx)

The Criminality Theory

Tt has been the cgntention of unbelieving Jews all through the
centuries that Jesus Christ died the death of a cririnal. To refute
this, let us notice that they could not find two witne.ses against
Him whose testimony could agree. Their charge was that He made Him-
self the Son of God, which the resurrection.has proved untrue, and
in order to bring about His execution at the hand of the Romans they
invented the false charge that He said He was the King of the Jewse
Under examination, Pilate gave a three-fold expression of finding
no fault in Him. John 18:¢38;.19:L,6. Notice also that Herod
expressed no accusation against Him. The challenge of the Lord
Jesus still stands unanswered, "Which one of you convimceth me of sin ¢

The Love of God Theory

This theory teaches that Christ died to show men how much God
loved them, so that, ever after, they would know the feeling of the
heart of God toward them.(8-/25)

This is to be refuted by the fact that men did not need such a
manifestation to know of God*s love for them, for the 0ld Testament
Scriptures were full of the love of Gode Gen. 3:8=2, and Psa., 103.
We grant, however, that the death of Christ did reveal God's love,
But it is more, it is the provision which God's love has made for
men -~- for their salvation from sin's guilt and penalty., God is
suffering in Christ with man the consequences andresults of his sin,
Thus a fatal omission is made, for God not only suffered with man in
the sufferings of Christ, but for man. WChrist died for uiﬁ;‘Ro%°538

126

The death of Christ is far more than a revelation of God's love,
It is the provision which God's love made for sinful, dying men in
order to provide their salvation from sin's guilt and penalty. This
theory has a fatal omission since it says nothing of God's suffering
in Christ in order to deliver man from the damming results of his
sin. The cross also reveals God's rightecusness, holiness, and
justice which cannot be violated in the matter of His love reaching
out to save guilty men. Illustrations How perfectly foolish for a
father to throw himseif before a racing locomctive in order to
demonstrate tc his son the sincerity of his love. It would be
different if such were necessary in order to rescue him,
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. IV. Scriptural Teachings of Christ's Death

1.
2.
3.
\/ wu’"
N .
N
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Christ's Death was Predetermined. Acts 2:23; T Pet.1:18-20; Rev.13:8

It has been said rightly that the atonement had its origin in eternity
and its source in God and, again, that the atonement was a fact in the
heart of God before it became a fact in human history, a fact in eternity
before a fact in time(%ﬂméb

Christ's Death was a Penal Death.

By penal we mean liable or subject to punishment or penalty, or used as

a means of punishment. His was the death of one who was consciously in-
nocent but who took on Him our sin and suffered the penalty of sin for us
or bore our punishment. Heb.10:12; 9:26; Isa.53:4,6 and 10a; I Pet.3:18.

Christ's Death was that of a Ransom. I Tim.2:5,6; Matt.20:28; I Pet.1:18;
Eph.1:7,

The meaning of a ransom is clearly set forth in Lev.25:47-49. The term
comes to us from transactions among men, such as the release of a captive
on payment of a ransom or by releasing a prisoner because someone pays
his debt.

"To deliver a thing or person by paying a price; to buy back a person

or thing by paying the price for which it is held in captivity. So sin
is like a slave market in which sinners are'sold under sin' (Rom.7:14);
souls are under sentence of death (Ezek.18:4). Christ, by His death,
buys sinners out of the market, thereby indicating complete deliverance
from the service of sin. He looses the bonds, sets the prisoners free,
by paying a price--that price being His own precious blood."-—Evans.6L7)
"To whom this ransom is paid?" 1is a question of no theological value
and not an essential part of the truth presented.

Gal.3:13 shows us clearly that Christ's death was the ransom price paid
for our deliverance.

Christ's Death was a Propitiation. Rom.3:25; Heb.2:17 ASV; I John2:2;
4:10.

Rom.3:25 might literally be rendered '"a propitiatory through faith in
His blood."

"The word occurs, I John 2:2; 4:10 as the trans. of hilasmos, 'that which
propitiates,'" 'a propitiatory sacrifice.' Hilasierign is used by the
Septuagint, and in Heb.9:5 for 'mercy seat'. The mercy seat was sprinkled
with atoning blood on the day of atonement (Lev.16:4), in token that the
righteous sentence of the law had been (typically) carried out, so that
what must else have been a judgment-seat could righteously be a mercy-seat
(Heb.9:11-15; 4:14-16), a place of communion (Ex.25:21-22). 1In fulfillment
of the type, Christ is Himself the hilasmos, 'that which propitiates,' and
the pilasterion, 'the place of propitiation'--the mercy seat sprinkled with
His own blood--the token that in our stead He so
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honoured the Law by enduring its righteous sentence that Ged, who
ever foresaw the cross, is vindicated in having ‘passed over® sins
from Adam to Moses (Rom. 5:¢13) and the sins of believers under the
old covenant, and just in justifying sinners -inder the mew covenant,
There is no thought in propitiation oi p.acating a vengeful God, but
of deing right by His holy law and so making it possible for Him
righteously to show mercy.f—-Scofield Bibis,

Propitiation means basically satisfacticn. According to God's rirht=
eous demands, the wages of sinis decdho. Christ paid that death penalty
and tully satisfied the righteous dcmands of God. Because full
satisfaction has been made, God 1s now able to deal graciously with
fpe sinner with no compromise of His righteousness.=Harry B.Gray;TheD

The mercy seat which was literally the cover of the ark of the
covenant was such only because of the blood that was sprinkled upon
it, Since the tables of the law were kept in the ark, it literally
covered over the law. When anyone approached the ark, he came face
to face with the law and}consequentlm he came under the condemnation
of death, Remember the Phiiistines died when they looked into the
ark, Why could man successfully approach God at the mercy-seat? The
cherubim answer by their silent look down atv the sprinkied blood and
the sprinkled blood testifies that death "the wages of sin" had
alreaday taken place, and thus the righteous demands of Ged's justice
is fully satisfied. Isa. 53slla

The very fact that God established the mercy-seat proves that
no man had ever kept the lay because if any man had kept it or
could have done so, God could righteously require cthers to keep it
Thus the mercy-seat sprinkled with Christ’s own blocd 1s the place
where God deals rightsously with the sinners guilt and yet is able
to show mercy. A perfect illustration is found in Luke 18313 where

the publican prayed literally "Lord meet me at the mercy=seato."

6o

(6-281%25]
Christ's Death was a Reconciliation. Rom. 5:¢i3 II Core 5¢18.193
Epho 2316; COlo 13200

We read that we are ¥Wreconciled to God by the death of His Son,%
by Jesus Christ," "by the blood of His cross." There are two sides
from which we can view the truth of reconciliation. From the one
side we see Christ's death removing the enmity existing between God
and man which had always proved a barrier to their fellowship.

Rom, 8:7. From the other side we see it to mean a change of atti-
tude on the part of man toward God which a vision of the work of
Christ on the cross brings to pass in the hesart of man. Thus, when
the sinner is reconciied %o God, he changes from the attitude of
enmity to that of friendship. Likewlse, never confuse the fact that
God is propitiated and that the sinner is reconciled.

Christ's Death was Substitutionary. (Vicazious'. Isa. 53:63 I Pets
232li3 3:¢18; II Cor. 5:21,

The word "substitution® or "substitutionary" does not appear
in the Scriptures, but the principle of substitution is found in
connection with the death of Christ. It represents Christ as taking
the place of offending sinners, bearing their guilt and suffering
their punishment,
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UAs surety for man, He voiuntarily p.aces Himself in the.r
situation, as violators of Godfs hoiy., just, and good iaw: Hs ho.ds
Himself responsible for ail their guilt; and bares His bosom *r the
full reward of the threatened penalty due to them for sin, His

holy soul was free from all the moral contaminaticns connected with
a state of moral guilt; while personal guilt never could be charged
upon Him, nevertheless, it was necessary to have imputed to Him the
guilt for which He was to make atonement. This was necessary that
His sufferings might partake of the nature of a punishment. Suffer-
ings, disconnected from guilt is calamity. not punishment; tc
punishment, guiit is an indispensable requisiteo"mwBancroft(3¢39)

Simpiy stated, substitution means that the suffering which
happened to Christ was laid upon Him in order that it need not be
infiicted upon us, Bibiical illustrations are Gen. 22:.3 whare
God provided a ram to suffer death instead of lsaac and in ths ~ase
where Christ suffered in the piacs of Barabbas, The 1a.t of Hockar's
phrasse. "Thz wnfinite worth of whe Son of God" makss H.: snbstimu-
tionary deavh unquestionab.y =fficacious for d.. sinners, 1L 00K
the deity of Christ to give universai vaite of His aeanh for ri-
race and to enabisz Him to tas*s death for every man, Fsaz 4,97 4

"Thers 43 a fountain fialed with vlood
Drawr. from Emmanuei's veins,

And sinners plunged beneath that f_oou
Lose all their gulity stains.®

“UJpon a 1life I did not iive.
Upori a deanh T did nct die:
Upcon another®s deatin Another s .ifz

)

I risk my scul eternally.”

The Necessity of Christ’s Death

1. The Hcliiness of God makes 1t necessary,

2o

Thers 15 a definite emphasis laid upon the holiiness cf Ged in
major portions of the OlLd Testament but especially so in the
Levitical laws concerning the clean and the unclean., defillement by
touching unclean perscns or things, the observance of sacred days
and 3seasons. Further examples are the bounds which ware set about
Mt, Sinai, the forbidding of man to enter the holy cf holies, and ;
the death of men who shcwed disrespect to the ark of the covenanto@93;)

"If sinfui men is to approach mnto God. it must be through the
blood of atonement., The hoiiness of God demands that bofore rhs
sinner can approach unto and have communilion with Him. soms means of
propitiation must be provided. This means of approach 15 set forth
in the shed bioodo”~~Evam5{7’77)

The sin of man necessitates His death

Again erroneous and iight views of Christ’s death and the
atonement arise thrcough 2 superficial view of sin., Sin 15 net iust
an offence against man, 4 weakness of human nature or mental orv
physical disease. but ratngr 1t 13 rebelilon against God and $ranse-
gression of al. the .aws of rignt and hoiiness. e mu3 se= sin as
God sees 1t ravher than tnrough whe rosy-tinted gliazsss of L sofn
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age. It is that which brings the wrath and condemnatvion of Cod and
eternal remorse and ruin in its train. It 1s that terrible guilt
that needs expiation before a righteous Uod, We live in a day when

"sin is confessed in such easy terms that we have almost lLost our

horror of it. In view of the holiness of God and sinfuiness of man
it has been asked, "How is the mercy of God to be manifest so that
His holiness will not be compromised by His assuming a merciful
attitude toward sinfui man in granting forgiveness, pardon and justi-
fication"?Y"The only answer is that this can only be accamplished by
the substitutionary death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The love of God necessitates Christ's Death.

Were the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man the only
factors involved, the death of Christ woulid not have been necessary.
The holy God could have maintained His holiness by exacting the
death penalty from sir.ful man and fcrevar separating man from Him.
self. But Scripture clearly states thatv Gocd ioved man and purposed
to make possible his restoration intc feliowship with Himself., This
program of restoratiocn made necessary the death of Christe--

Har‘ry Be Gray‘ ThoDo

The fuifillment of the Scriptures necessitate Christ's dying.

There is a sense in which His death was necessary in order that
the 0ld Testament predictions might be fuifiiied., If Jesus Christ
were the true Messiah, then such predictions cf Him as Tsa. 53 and
Psa, 22 regarding His suffering and death must needs have been
fuifilled. Especially Luke 244:25-27, Ll show that they were ful-
filled.(7-73)

VI. The Effectiveness of Christ’'s Death

Lo

It was effective for the worid of men. Isa, 53:6; II Cor. 55193
John 1:29.

These passages indicate not just the sin of a few individuals
or of an elect race but the sin of the whoie worid. I Tim, 236,
Because this is true, we can pray for all men with some assurance.
If all men could not be saved, how then couid we pray for them to
that end?(7-79)

Tt is not said in the Gospel that Christ died with the intention
that all should be saved but that His atonement is a sufficient
ground to a.i and that all who rest on this ground by faith shall be
saved,"—-Bancrof t{8-/

The death of Christ was effective for all men in providing a
postponement of judgment, a bianket coverage for the guilt of origi-
nal sin, an adequate basis of forgiveness of all sin in vpropitiation,
the basis for reconciliation in substituted rightecusness, and the
redemption price--thus making salvation in its provision available to
all. Harry B. Gray Th.D.

It was effective for each andividual of the race, Heb., 2:9
This is a detailed statement of the fact that He died for the

whoie worid. Th:n there i1s not a single individual man. woman or
chiid excluded from the benefits of His cross. General Beooth once
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said, "Friends, Jesus Christ shed His precious blcod to pay the

price of salvation and bought from God enough saivation to gc(gro do®
7-306

It is effective for the unjust, the ungodly, the sinner and His

enemies, Rom, 5:6-10

The sinners are those in open opposition to God; the unjust are
those who violate and .transgress God's law; the ungodly are those
who brazenly refus: .to honor God by worship, praver or any service;
enemies are those who continually fight against god and His cause.
I Peto, 3:185 I Tim. 1315,16 (7-88

Paul was a blasphemer, persecutor, injurious and a murderer, yet
God saved him, He was included in the atonement., Notice that Paul
declares one reason God saved him was that he might be a pattern or
an encouragement so that all other great sinners might realize that
God would save them, if they desired salvation, If God saved the
chmfofsﬁmmsgHecmﬂdsmmeﬂloﬂwrshmemoﬁsg

It was effective especially for the Believers of al. ages,I Tim,.
lisi0; Rom. 3:25

In a particular sense it may be said that Christ's death is for
the elect. In the most true sense His death avails on.y for those
who believe in Him, Eph, 5:25-27., This means not for any one
denomination or group of believers or organization that gathers
within four walls, but includes all those whom He has callied and
who now follow Him.(7-$7)

Gal, 2320, This shows that He died for the individual,
Tilustration: Twelive men in a lifeboat who were sinking, when
one casts himself over in order that the cthers may survive. He
died for ali and He died for eacho(7-79

It is effective for infants under the age of accountability.
Rom, 5318,19

"The atonement has come to all men and upon all men. Its co.-
extensiveness with the effects of Adam's sin is seen in that all the
creatures; such as infants and other irresponsible persons, incapable
of refusing it, are saved without their consent, just as they are
involved in the sin of Adam without their consent. o...If they are
born under the curse, so likewise they are born under the atonement
which is intended to remove that curse; they remain under its

shelter till they are old enough to repudiate it they shut out its
influence as a man closes his window-blind to shut out the beams of

the sun; they ward them off by direct opposition, as a man builds
d{kes around his field to keep out the streams which would otherwise
flow in and fertilize the soilLW_wAshmorqusJy@

"Bold infidelity, turn pale and die,

Beneath this stone four sleeping infants lies

Say, are they lost or saved?

If death's by sin, they sinned, for they are here.

If heaven's by works, in heaven they can't appear;
Reason, ah, how depravedi

Turn to the Bible's sacred page, the knot's untieds
They died, for Adam sinned; they live, for Jesus died.%

It is effective in spite of religious controversy. I Tim. L2103
John 1C+i5b
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Because of these Scriptures some have originated the theory of
a limited atonement and 1imit the actual benefit of lHis atonsment
to those who are spiritualliy united to Christ by faith., If this
really is true, how could we offer saivation to men in general and
give an invitation for men to partake of the blessings of Christ's
death?

On the other hand because of I Tim, 2:¢6 and I John 2:2 and
II Cor. 5:19 some have arrived at the false concliusion of
universalism which teaches that ali men will be saved irrespective
of their faith or attitude toward Christ., The facts of the case
have been well put by Dr. William Evans: "The atonement is suffi-.
cient for all; it is efficient for those who believe in Christ.
The atonement itself, so far as it lays the basis for the redemptive
dealing of God with all men, is unlimited; the applicaticn of the
atonement is limited to those who actualiy beileve in Christ. He
is the Savicur of ali men potentiaily, T Tim, 1315, of believers
alone effectualiy. I Tim. L:10. The atonement 15 limited cnly by
men ‘s unbelief "

Sin, then, is no icnger a barrier between God and man. Strict-
1y speaking, it is not now a sin question as much as it is a Son
questionﬁ(7-&g

We must also conclude that because of the far-reaching
potentiality of Christ's death, many shall be saved. "He gave His
life a ransom for many," and God's purpose in the atonement shall
not be frustrated. Note Isa. 53:11 and Rev. 7:9,10, Note the high
rate of infant mortality in heathen contries. Since the death of
Christ is effective for their saivation, some have believed that it
is in God's providence that by means of this hign death rate among
the infants God is populating heaven.

It was effective to provide a postponement of judgment. Rom.3:25

Man faiied in his probation under God, which brought the
judgment of condemnation and death. How is it that the sentence
was not executed immediately upon Adam?

What possible just reason couid there have been in the mind of
God for His letting Adam live on a% all after h: had sinned? The
answer is that God realized the cross of Christ as an accomplished
fact even before Adam's creation. Therefors, He could reckon on
its effect even befors Christ died., Thus the death of Christ made
possible a passing over of all Oid Testament sin according to
Rom. 32:25. Note II Peter 339

"The atoniement of Christ has also procured for all men the
powerful incentives to repentance presented in the Cross, and the
combined agency of the Christian church and the Holy Spirit, by
which these incentives are brought to bear upon them."--Stropg

(8132

"It may be admitted that there are certain advantages or
privileges, not of a saving nature, resuiting from the death of
Christ, the participation of which, by those who Live under the
Gospeli, may be heid tc be atristly universal. The preservation of
the human race itself may be traced to this source; and certainly
we are indsbted to it for the means »f moral and reliigious 1mprove-
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ment, for much valuable and useful knowiedge, for a more full and
clear exhibition of duty, for greater restraints on wickedness, and
stronger incentives to righteousness. and benevolence, and purity,
with many other things contributing to the prosperity of society and
the welfare of individuais, which unassisted reason or civil legis-
lation could not have securea. ...These advantages are strictly
universalo" Symington (¥-/7)

At the first, man was tested under the Law regarding the iLree
of knowledge of good and evil,, Now he is tested under gracs with
reference to Christ and His salvation. :

8o It is effective for those who trust in Himdg-/34)
a. The pcwer of sin is potentially nuilified, Heh. 9:26

The Apostiz states "sin® not Ysins." There is a
specific difference., Christ did not on.y destroy the power
cof any certain class of sins but He pun away 3in as 3 whole
by the sacrifice of Himself, ''The atonement of “hrist was
net onuy =2xpiation for sin but a triumph cver 1t, Christ
answered for sin that we should ceass 1o answer to ite '

IR (837)
b. Redemption from the curse of the law is accomplished.
Gal. 3:10, 13

The believer ig redeemed and thus is released from the
curse under which all abide who trust to the law and its
works for justification, Every legal obstruction to the
salvation of man is taken away. Guilt is atoned for,
redemption from condemnation is accomplished, and every
charge which the law can possibly bring against the sinner
is completely mety 3‘-/38-)

By His death for sin the law is properly honored and
"Christ is the end of the law for righteousness.?

¢. Deliverance from the bondage of the law is provided,
Col, 2:1l ASV; Rom. 7:1-L, 6 ASV

Since the believer is crucified with Christ, his death
dissolves his marriage obligation to the law, making him no
longer subject to it and leaving him free to be joined to
the Risen One in order to bring forth fruit unto God.
Because the law states "do this and live" and curses every-
one who "continues not in all things in the book of the law
to do them," Christ has redeemed us by His cross and intro-
duced us into the liberty of the gospel.

d. The barrier between Jew and Gentile is removed. Fph, 2:14-16;
Gal., 3:28 ASV,

e. The ground of sonship is established., Gal., L:3-5

By the principle of substitution He took our place and
puts us forever in His place. Thus, we are no longer seen
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as in ourselves but in Him. In this the ground of our son-
ship is established. Illustration: The old seaman was

asked what it felt like to be saved. His reply was, "It
feels like He stood in my shoes and now I'm standing in His."

The forgiveness of sins is secured. Eph. 1:7

That which is impossible to obtain any other way, as
heathen religions and their multitude of inventions demon-
strate, Christ has secured once and forever by His sub-
stitutionary death for us.

Cleansing from all sin is provided. I John 1:7-9; Psa. 51:7

Through the shed blood of Christ all who walk in the
light are cleansed continually, every moment of every day
from all the guilt of sin. Illustration: The tear ducts
cleanse millions of particles continuously from the human
eye. Therefore, there is no sin upon the believer though
there may be some sin in him. The blood of Christ is suffi-
cient for the sin on us, while the conviction of the Holy
Spirit is able to deal with the sin in us.

The death to sin is provisionally accomplished. Gal. 6:14;
2:20; Rom. 6:1-3,6,8; II Cor. 5:14,15; I Pet. 2:24(?-—/3’6)

The cross is the secret of one's own personal life.
"The 'I' is the representative of the self like which is the
cause of all enmity in the human heart toward God and the
source of all human weakness in service for God ever since
the fall, and that 'I' has to be deaglt with by the cross.

"The cross is the source of all victory, and there is a
fivefold victory for the Christian to win. First, victory
over death, I Cor. 15:56,57. Second, victory over self,
Gal. 2:20. Third, victory over the flesh, Gal. 5:24.
Fourth, victory over world, Gal. 6:14. Fifth, victory over
Satan, Col. 2:15." --Watt

Potential deliverance from the fear of death is secured.

It is effective in relation to the natural universe.

As the natural universe was affected by the fall of man,
Rom. 8:19-23, ASV, so also is it affected by the death of Christ
which will ultimately counteract the effect of sin upon creation.
There is also a cosmical effect in Christ's atonement. Since He
is the center of the universe, His death has had the far-reaching
effect which is the basis of a perfect regeneration and restoration
of the universe. Col. 1:20; II Pet. 3:13; Heb. 9:23,24; Isa. 11435.

(5-/35)

It is effective in the nullification of Satan's power over the human

race.

In speaking of His death on the cross, our Lord Jesus Christ
said John 16:11; 12:31,32. Notice the clause 'mow is the prince of
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this world cast out" and Rev. 12:7-9 sees it as having been fulfilled.
11. It is effective upon Satan himself

"The devil must submit to the victory of Christ. The dominion
of Satan, so far as the believer in Christ is concerned, is now at
an end: his dominion over the disobedient sons of men, too, will
soon be at an end. Christ's death was the pronouncement of Satan's
doom; it was the loss of his power over men. The power of the devil,
while not yet absolutely destroyed, has been neutrglized, Heb. 2:14,
The evil principalities and powers, and Satan himself, did their
worst at the Cross, but there they received their death blow.
Col. 2:14, 15."—-Evans(‘7~33)

G. The Resurrection of Christ.
I. The Importance of It

Christianity is the only religion that bases its claim for acceptance
upon the resurrection of its Founder. If any other religion would dare to
do such, it would be destined to failure. Many of the false religions make
pilgrimages to the graves of their founders or to pay homage to t?eiiobones.

7-7

1. Seen in its frequent Scriptural occurrence

The resurrection is mentioned at least 100 times while the
Lord's Supper is mentioned only four times and water baptism only
about 15 times. (4‘38'7\

2. Seen in its prominence in the Apostolic testimony. Acts 2:24,32;
3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; I_Pet. 1:21-23; Acts 13:30,34; 17:31;
I Cor. 15; Phil. 3:21(7-§4)

The early Christian church was established upon the acceptance
of the message of the risen Christ. We still ought never to preach
without mentioning the death and resurrection of Christ. Never leave
our Lord in the grave. 1If Christ is not risen, there is no gospel to
proclaim. Illustration: The little boy looking at a picture of the
crucifixion. After having been questioned by a spectator, later
pursues and overtakes him to announce that He is not dead.

3. Proven by the fact that it is one of the important doctrines
fundamental to the Gospel.

In a certain sense, our Lord Jesus staked His honor upon the
fact that He would rise from the dead. So important did He regard
it, that He remained forty days on the earth after His resurrection,
leaving us infallible proofs of it. While in His flesh, He appealed
to it as evidence of the truth of His claims. Hatt. 12:35,40;
John 2:20-22. Both the friends and the enemies of Christianity
admit that the resurrection of Christ is a vital part of Christian-
ity. One of Christianity's bitterest enemies said, "If the resur-
rection really took place, then Christianity must be admitted to
be what it claims to be - a divine revelation from God." The
Apostle Paul said, "If Christ be not risen, then our faith is wvain."”
"If the resurrection of Christ can be successfully denied, if it
can be proven to be absoultely untrue, then the whole fabric of the
Gospel falls to pieces, the whole structure of the Christian reli-
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gion is shaken at its foundation, and the very arch of Christianity
crumbles into dust. Then it has wrought only imaginary changes,
deluded its most faithful adherents, deceived and disappointed

the hopes of its most devoted disciples, and the finest moral
achievements that adorn the pages of the history of the Christian
church have been based upon a falsehoodo“«mEvans(7~i§)

If Christ be not riseh then they who have fallen asleep in Him are
perished. I Cor., 15318

Then we will never again see the lnved one who has been laid
away in death. Then we must write "Nevar more" on the tomb of every
departed believer; then I would rather hate my loved ones tkan to
love them., ( 6357)

If in this life only we have hope in Christ; we are of all men most
miserable. I Cor. 15:19

Then what a foolish man was Paul. He was the promising future
leader of Israel, but He gave up a life of ease for one of hard-
shipse. If there is no resurrection, he and many Christians since his
time will be the losers because they gave up something for Him. If
this be true, then Demas is better off than Faul.(é-ws5)

If His resurrection be not a fact, then God is not worthy of our
confidence. (4 -9-3‘7)

If the resurrection of Jesus Christ be not true, then the gpostles
were false witnesses., I Cor. 15:15 (é'%59)

If Christ be not risen and the apostles false witnesses, then the
New Testament should be discarded,

It falls into disrepute of its own weight and the whole Bible

might be called a miraculous lie.(é-—s?iv)

9e

10,

If Christ be not risen from the dead, there is no redemption.
I Cor. 15:17

Then Christ must still be under the power of sin and death.
5-&9{/

If Christ be not risen, He is not declared to be the Son of God
with power by His resurrection, Rom., 1:h(é?¥%¢

Then He still must rest under the stigma of the blasphemy
which the Jews have heaped upon Him.

IT. The Meaning of the Resurrection

1.

Jesus Christ actually died

The assertions were that Jesus only swooned or fainted on the
cross and that hands of love and pity took Him down thinking that
He had died, and then that He was revived by the cool damp air of
the tomb and came forth. Therefore, the disciples came to believe
that He really had died and had risen again from the dead., To the
contrary, there is proof of His actual deatho(7’&5é?8%)
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a, He appeared tc His disciples as a conquering. triumphant
victor of death and the grave, nnt in a weakened. suffering
half-dead condition., How could He have made such ar
impression upon the disciples if He had appeared as a
suffering, exhausted person?

b. John 19:33,3L describes a condition which physiolcgists
claim proves conclusively that death had taken piace,

co In Matthew 27¢57,58 Joseph of Arimathaea asked for the body
of Jesus because he knew that Jesus had been pronounced dead,

d, In Mark 15:Lil;,i45 Pilate marveled that Jesus was aiready dead
and when he knew 1t, he granted the corpse to Josepn.

e, In John 19$33 the soldiers pronounced Him dead.

f. In Revelation 1::8 the risen and ascended Christ reswnified
to the fact that He had died.

2., It means that the body of Jesus Christ was 2Ctui..y raissd from hhe
dead.

The resurrection of Christ was nct of a mere spirituial nature,
nor were His appearances to the discipies a mere spirituali manifesta-
tion., He appeared to His discipies in an actua. resurrected and
real body. The body that had beer lain in Joseph's tomb actuaily
came forth., According %o the theory of spiritual resurrection, oniy
the soul of Jesus survived and that bv some fantasti manher Jasus
is sbill alive te Live with God while His pody went 1ntc corruption
in the grave., ©ome interpret the resurrection by saying thnat His
good infiuence iives on and %hat He lives again in ovher goud iives
and that such lives will always bz. Therefors, He lives again
forever. The resurrection means the actual rising from the dead and
coming out of the grave odi.y-

a, The tomb was guarded that the body might not bz stolen.
Matt, 27562-6l (&2

If His claim to resurrection did not definitely mean
the body rising from the grave, what did the soidiers guard
and what did the chief priests and Pharisees fear would be
stolen as evidence of the resurrection?(?*azq

b, His resurrected body was composed of flesh and pone which
could be handled. Luke 2L:36-40; John 2C:27 (7-§%)

c. His resurrected becdy bore the marks of His crucifixion.
John 20¢20, 27,28 (_"7—37)

d. The body of Jesus was aiso more than a mere natura: bodys

It possessed the characteristics and attributes which
can only be interpreted 1o be supra-terrestiai and in the
realm of the celestiai., 'In John 20:19 our resurrected
Christ in this body passed through barred dcorsy thus trans—
cending physicai limitations.(7-§4)

Again Jasus was ablLe to vanish cug of the sight of Hls
friends and ccu.d be 1in differect piaces auv very short
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intervals of time, Luks 2ZL$31i.,5., Acts 1;9(7,34)

eo. The testimony of the apusties w0 the actua. physica.
resurrection was corrcberated py the 0:d Testament,
Acts Zs3i with Psa, 163510, (41,19,)

fo The testimony of the Holy Spirit through Paul of cur
transformation iike unto His glorious body. Phii. 3520,21
(e39/)
ITT. Proof of the Resurrection of Carisw

1. The fact of the empty tombo Matt. <8:6; Mark 16365 Luke 2u:3,12;
John 20:1,2

Both friends and foes tesuvified to the fact that the tomb was
empty. The women, the disciples, the angels and ths Roman guards
positively testified thatn the tomb was empty and ths body had
departed, How shail we account for she absencs of the body of Jesus
from the tomb? Tt was either suolen or He arcsz from the dead as
He predicted., In Matt., 27:62-66 notize tnat the tomb was sealea
with the seal ¢f the Roman government, and sixty soidlers guarded it
day and night. Nzvertheiess, the bedy disappearsd. What then
happened? Matt, 28:2-4.51. gives us the true answer, If the body
was stolen according to *he false report, who stoie 11? Wouird the
enemies of Christ have 3 to.en 1t knowing that the disappearance of
the body wouid spread the report of aresurrection? If they did
steal it, would they nct have produced the body later to cverthrow
the -laims of =she resurrection? Iiiustration: Court trial of the
soldiers giving the rapcrs as in Matt, @8y11.1%,

It was nct necessary that the stone shouid be roiled away from
the tomb so that the Lord could come forth from the grave, but God
caused this to happen to iet ths women and the disciples enter in.
Notice that the sngsl vade them enter, caliing special attention o
the piace where the Lord faye. They noticzed the grave wrappings were
there 1n such a fasnicen than indicates the departure of the body
from them without their disturbance. The condition in which the
ilinen clothes wers founa precludes the possiblilty of the body
being stolsn; else now could the wrappings have been left in such
perfect order? Trere 13 no order with thieves or with those who use
haste or viovienze,

2. The appearances of tne risen Lord. Acts lgiw}(/ﬁ‘”¢”$3/%4)

ao To Mary. John 20:.6
b. To the women., Matt, 28:5,8,9
c. To 8imon Pater. Luke 24334

We opelieve nhils special appearance to Peter demonstrates
the Lord 5 love noward the despairing. despondent disciple
who had thrize denied the Lord.

d. To the two ¢n the way to Emmaus. Luks Jfu:i3,14.25-27,30-32

e, To the discipiss in the wppar roime .ichn 20519

fo To the elevan. inciuding Thomas. Jobn 205756-29

g. To seven discipizs in Galilese. John Zu+5-7
J

he To ths wno.s company of diszip.es, I Co

[

o 15 ipes?

[

Tris was 3 suificient nunber of witnessss to verify +the
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te  Tn cur courts
tmurder, two. high
treason, three. the exccutlon of a4 will, seven. the exe-ution
of an oral will., Seven is tne greatest number required

under any law, while Christ s resurrection had 51y witnesses(d
Some argue that the discipies who expected to see the risen
Christ merely had haliucinations. Tt 1s very hard no beiieve
that 51k people aii had the same hallucination it the same
time o

1. To James. T Cor. 1537 /
Jo At the Ascension. Luke 2u3:50-53; A:ts L:4,-9
ke To Paul., I Cor, -.'[)138

3. The evidence of bena-fidz witnesses
ao Thz Chara:zter of the human witnesses

In establishicg the mrusmworthiness of 4 witnsss his
testimony 1s vaiued according to ais charastoer, [f nis
character is impezchablie., his testanony i35 discounvad, In
the c2se of the witnesszs of li: vesurre Lion you may
scrutinize carefuily the characicr or each and you wi.a tind
them wnimpeacnab_=, They hav: roen vhe unrivaled ratuern of
all mature. moral men for ¢ 000 yeuars, @93

b. The motive of the human witnesses

In cur iaw ccurts. much 1s made of the poss.b.e mectLive
which witnesses may entertair, What possibie motive cou.d
the aposties nsve had in perpstuating the stary of Chraistt:
resurrection? If they deliiberately perpezuarted fraud., whar
could they have hoped to have pained by this? Tners i3 good
evidence to belleve that ail the apostlies exXcEpt possiniy
one, died martyrs’ deaths because of their loyaity toa tha
story of Christ‘'s resurrection., Wou.d they have sacrifizea
their iives for what they themselves peiieved to be un brue?

(7-72
The weight of angelic. testimony., Matt, 28:6, Mark 16:6

o
°

There can be no question of the character and bruthful.
ness of the holy angels. Their bestimony surely 1s truste
worthy. Heb., 1z

lic The transformation of the disciples

It is very evident that the disciples lost hore after the
crucitfixion and were despondent  discouraged individuals, Tuke
2L:11 definitely reveisls the skepticism of all the eiever apostles
regarding the women s testimonv of the resirrection. Notice rever
and John did not believe immediately. but, acccerding tc Luke 2412
and John 20:3-.0 ran to szee for themselves.,

The foes of Uhrlstlanity‘argue that the apcstles, having heard
the Lerd's claim to rise apain from the dead. vhoroughly sxpected
the resurrvection and therefore were inclined to litagine that they
saw vhaings and readiiy tolieved upcr slipght and anfounded evidence .
The fact 15 that the aposti=s yere ail shoptocs and belisved only
after overwitelning cvidence of £is forth COmIng e MApostogic

)
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skepticism was the first step toward apostolic faith. It demanded
proof ere ever it would yield to the hope. These were hard-headed,
matter-of-fact men, not given ta religious excitement, keen to
detect frauds, quick to reject cunningly devised fables gathered
about dearly beloved masters. They had all of our modern demands
for reality. They did not believe until the evidence in all its
overwhelming force was before them. <Then only did skepticism

give place to faith."——BancroftGiny

Notice the attitude of the two on the Emmaus road. Luke
24:13-36. 1In verse 19 they only called him Jesus, the Nazarene,
who was a prophet. In verse 21, they said, "We beieve it was he
who should redeem Israel." They had evidently lost faith that He
was the Messiah. The fact that they did not know Him was due to
the fact that "their eyes were holden." Verse 16. The identity
of His person in resurrection body had not changed. 1In verse 31,
"their eyes were opened and they knew Him." Then notice the quick
Step as they returned to Jerusalem and the exhilarated testimony
to the eleven. At the time of the crucifixion, the whole apostolic
company was filled with blank and utter despair. Peter, the leader
of the agpostolic company, denied His Lord three times with oaths and
curses. A few days later, we see this same man filled with courage
which nothing could shake, standing before the council that had
condemned Jesus to death and preaching to them the truth of Acts
4:10. "Later we see Peter and the Apostles answering the Sanhedrin
according to Acts 5:29-32, Something tremendous must have occurred
to account for such radical and astounding moral transformations as
this. Nothing short of the fact of the resurrection and their having
seen the risen Lord will explain it."——Torrey(31/%2)

How else can we account for Saul's confession? Was he in love
with the Christians? It was finally the the experience of meeting face
to face with the risen Christ, which transformed him into the great
champion of the Christian faith, from the worst enemy that the
Christian church ever had.

The change of the day of worship. Acts. 20:7; I Cor. 16:2

The Lord's day is not identical with the original sabbath. Just
think for a moment of the deep-seated tenacity with which the Jews
held on to their sabbath, which had been established from creation
and by thunderings on Mount Sinai. Yet in the New Testament we find
Jews actually changing their time-honored seventh day to the first
day of the week. Here is a tremendous effect which must have had
equal cause. What but the resurrection of our Lord Jesus was
sufficient cause to accomplish this? ((z¢/

"How would it come to pass, then, without precedent, without
command, without example even, in the face of all their associations,
religious instructions, and established habits, they began to observe
the first day of the week instead of the seventh as the day of
worship?'--Brooks @/1"9)

Justin Martyr, among other reasons, assigns the observance of
Sunday on the basis of the resurrection of our Saviour. He states,
"On the day called Sunday is the assembly of all who live either in
the cities or in the rural distriects, and the memoirs of the apostles
and the writings of the apostles are read.' §- 143,




98

6. The establishment of the Christian church

Where did this institution come from? It has been a powerful
agent to produce its hymns, mainiain 1ts worship, build up 1ts
institutions, and extend its missionary out-reach., This again is a
glorious effect which must have had adequate cause. I+ came to be
because the risen Christ appeared tc the discouraged disciples,
revived their faith, and they went forth with an all-conquering
faith in their risen and ascended Lord, and preached the Gospel,
Men believed their teachings and three thousand were converted the
first day. Their number was increased to five thousand the second
day. Since then believers have consistently gathered themselves
together to study the Scriptures, to pray, 1o worship and to extend
the work of the Uospel among ail men . 7-9/)

7. The existence of the New Testament

The New Testament is also an effect of Christ's resurrec tion.
If Christ had remained in the grave. the story of Ilis _ife and death
would have been buried with Him. It was the resurrecticn that put
heart into the discipies to spread the Gospel, The enemies of
Christianity have tried to teach that the resurrection of Christ was
an after-thought of the disciples to give the story of lis lif=2 a
thrilling climax. but there wouid be no beautiful story to climex
if there had been no resurrection of Christ., The resurrection does
not grow out of the iife story of Christ bun His Life story grows
out of the fact of His resurrectiono(7-7d

Until Peter was entirely convinced of the resurrechion, he said,
"I go fishing." John Zlss., If Christ 1s nou raxsed, we might as

well ali go fishing, (éaw)
8. The proof of Christian experience

It Christ is not risen, we are still in our sins because no ons=
but a risen Christ can put away our sins and send the Holy Spirit tc
indweli lives(¢-3%)

Christianity is not merely an acceptance of a creed or believing
facts but it is the Spirit of the risen Christ living within,
bringing complete transformation. For example, a man may curse God
one day; experience regeneration, and reverence and worship God the
next day. How else can you explain the Apostle Paul; men like
Michael Hickey, Bob Moyer, John Punyan? TIllustration: Man Jumped
on a ferry boat, awoke out of unconsciousness moments later, to
exclain WMy what a jump."(b-294)

Note the difference in the death of a Christian and of the
unsaved.

IVe The Results of the Resurrection

1. It 1s the fuifillment of God's promlses made to the fathers and is
expounded in Acts 3:25 with Galations 33:16. Llso Acts 13:32-33

"The risen Jssus Christ is the seed in which ail nations shall
be blessed in His turmning them away from their iniquities. further.
mere, the resurrection 1s the substance of the promise made to tha
fatherso." ~Bancroft, See Acts 263:6-8 (& ¢s




99

It establishes the Deity of Christ beyond any doubt., Rom, 1:4

"Declared" literally means "marked off" or "pointed out" or
"so declared,” "He was made of the seed of David according to the
flesh," but He does not say, "He was made the Son of God." On the
contrary, He says He was only "declared" to be the Son of God,

"If Jesus arose from the dead He is beyond peradventure the Son
of God, That is what He claimed to be., He was put to death for
making that claim, Before His death He said that God would set His
seal to that claim by raising Him from the dead, and this very thing
God did."--Torrey (34#5)

It assures us of our acceptance with God. Rom, 4:25

"So long as Christ lay in the grave, there was no assurance that
His redemptive work had been acceptable to God, The fact that Christ
was raised from the dead was evidence that the Father was satisfied
with the sacrifice Christ had made for the sing of men, John 16:10
Believing sinners may now rest in Him justified."--Evans
This is illustrated by Luke 1:21. When the high priest came out, it
indicated that the sacrifice had been accepted with God.(7’9g7

Believers are begotten into a living hope by the resurrection,
I Peter 1:3,4

According to Rom, 10:9 the truth of the resurrection of Christ
is made living in the believing sinner's heart by the action of the
Holy Spirit. Then Christ, which is our Hope, I Tim., 1:1, begins to
live in us and the resurrection of Christ is the foundation upon
which the believer builds his hope for the future.(lu;si)

It gives an illustration of God's power which is placed at the
believer's disposal, Eph, 1:19-20; Phil, 3:10

In the 01d Testament God's power was measured by His bringing
Israel out of Egypt, Mic, 7:15; while in the New Testament the
measure of God's power is the resurrection of Christ, Note again
Eph, 1:19,20, 1In order to understand what God is able to do for and
through us, we must look at the power of God in the resurrection of

Christr”7—75)

The resurrection of Christ affords the believer with an ever living
High Priest, Rom, 8:34; Heb, 7:25

To the saved one, there is still a need of daily forgiveness,
Therefore, it is necessary for a continual presentation of the shed
blood before the mercy seat. Remember that the accusations of Satan
continually must be answered, Zech, 3:1-5; Job 1,2 ( 7'75/

Our assurance of forgiveness of sins is in the fact that our
great High Priest is always heard and "ever liveth to make inter-
cession and is able to save to the uttermost,' Therefore, our
temporary falls shall not condemn us as long as our Priest lives to
intercede for us%\7~7§7
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In contrast to this, how tragic is the case of deluded men who
‘ put their case in the hands of unsaved priests,

7. It is God's pledge of future judgment for the unsaved, Acts 17:31;
John 5:22, 2729 (3-277 )

The resurrection of Christ is God's certain testimony that a
judgment is coming for the world, A belief in a judgment day is not
a mere guess for a logical conclusion of the theologian; it is an
established fact founded upon another fact; namely, the resurrection;
and the one fact is ag sure as the other,

8. It is the guarantee of the believer's resurrection. I Cor, 15:22,23;
I Thess. l:1) 6‘377)

In both these Scriptures, the believer's resurrection is con-
nected with the coming of Christ. These events are not Separated
in Scripture, To believe the one, we must believe the other,

H. The Ascension and Exaltation of Christ
I. The Meaning of the Exaltation and Ascension

The ascension of Christ is that event in the life of our risen Lord in
which He departed visibly from the disciples to go into Heaven, Acts 1:9~11

7-75)

The exaltation of Christ is that act of God by which the risen and

. ascended Christ is given the place of power at the right hand of God,
Phil, 2:9; Eph, 1:20,21<7-¢‘)

II. The Fact of the Ascension and Exaltation
A sad condition exists in Christendom when we must make plain by
evidence that the ascension ig a historical fact, Those who do not grasp
the truth of the ascension are deluded, merely because they do not believe
in the resurrection, If there were no bodily resurrection, then, of course,

what would ascend? Likewise, remember that Christ is God incarnate, not was
God incarnate, (é-—,ty?) —

1. The prophets of the 0ld Testament were given foregleams of this truth,

They foresaw Christ not only as the meek and lowly one, but also
as the risen and glorified Lord, Psa. 110:1; 68:18

2. Our Lord Jesus spoke Himself of His exaltation., Luke 9:51; John 6:62;
20:17

3, The New Testament speaks of His exaltation, Mk, 16:19; Luke 2L:51;
John 3:13; Eph, L:8-10; Heb, 10:12

L. Stephen was granted a vision of the exalted Christ at His dying.
Acts 7:55,56

5. Peter and Paul taught the fact of the ascension,

. a. Peter, Acts 2:33,3); 5:31; I Pet. 3:22
b, Paul, Eph, L4:8-10; Heb, L:1l; I Tim, 3:16

III. The Necessity of the Exaltation and Ascension of Christ
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The apostles were thus enabled to furnish a satisfactory account of
the disappearance of the body of Christ, which they claimed to have
seen after the resurrection.(f—?ﬂ)

Worldly skeptics couyld ask, "Where is this Christ Whom you say
came out of the tomb?" The apostles could answer, "We saw Him
ascend up into Heaven and He is now at the Father's right hanq,;L?ﬁ)
In order that Christ might become the object of worship for all
believers.(?-yq)

Even in His resurrection body during the forty days He remained
on earth, He could be but in one place at one time. Now exalted at
the Father's right hand, He may be worshipped by all in any place(}??

IV. The Nature of the Ascension and Exaltation

1.

1.

It was a bodily and visible ascension. Luke 24:39; Acts 1:9-11;
Luke 24:51

It was the same Christ, Who had tarried with them for forty
days, who in a body of flesh and bones ascended on high. T Cor.
15:50-52 shows that we shall have such a translation at His coming(ﬁﬁf)

He passed up through the Heavens. Heb. 7:26; 4:14 ASV

He passed up through two heavens into the third heaven where
God himself is. This means that He overcame the evil principali-
ties and powers that invade the heavenlies. Eph. 6:12. These
undoubtedly made a bold attempt to prevent His passing through
their realm to present His finished work before God the Father.
Illustration: Like the high priest passed through the veil.&—ysf)

. He took His place at the right hand of the Father. Eph. 1:20;

Col. 3:1

Is the right hand of God a literal place or a figure of speach?
Both concepts are probably ture. Stephen saw Christ standing at the
right hand of God and it is also a place of authority and power,
Psa. 110:1,5; Gen. 48:13-19 (747)

V. The Prurpose of the Ascension and Exaltation

He has entered Heaven as g forerunner. Heb 6:20 (?-?z)

A forerunner is one who enters a place where others are to
follow, or one sent before to make observations.

The Levitical high priest was never called a forerunner be-
cause no one followed him. But in contrast, where Christ goes
the people may go also.

He has gone to prepare a place for His people. John 14:2,3;

Heb 9:21-24(7-77)

He is now making all preparations for His bride, the Church.
It seems that the heavenly sanctuary had been defiled by someone's
sin and it was necessary that Christ purge it with His own blood.
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If our future home is what He prepares and He has been pPreparing it
all these centuries, what a home it will be}

He is now appearing in the presence of God in our behalf. Heb. 9:2l
(7-102)
"Before the throne my Surety stands" and when He asks, the
petitions are granted,

To grant repentance to Israel. Acts 5:31(4-303)

Notice that repentance, like faith, is a gift of God,
That the Holy Spirit might be sent, Jobn 16:7; Acts 2133 (& 303)
That we might do greater works than His. John 1L:12 (éiSwgy

These greater works are not in the realm of the physical. No
one has done as many miraculous works as He did., John 20230-31;
21:25,

This must be applied in the spiritual realm where it actually
becomes true, since more people were saved when Peter preached on
the day of Pentecost than were during the whole earth-life or our
Lord Himself.

That He may fill all things awaiting the day of His universal
dominion, Eph. 4:10; Heb., 10:12,13; Acts 3:20,21 (7-Amy

After He won the great victory, Christ is now waiting for the
spoils to be gathered, He is assuredly waiting until the restora-~
tion of all things is fulfilled and He enters upon the actual
possession of His kingdom,

VI. The Results of the Ascension and Exaltation of Christ

1.

2,

3.

It assures us of a free and confident access intothe presence of
Gou. Heb, Lzl5, 16 ASV( 9-/0y

It gives an assured hope of imortality., II Cor. 5:1-8, C?-/ax)

No one desires a bodiless existence. Therefore, every Christian
longs for the body with which he shall be clothed after he is called
upon to lay aside this earthly tabernacle. We actually will have a
body like unto Christ's own glorious body. What a relief from this
outward man that perisheth, CL¢,d

Christ has been made head of all things including the Church.
Eph, 1:22

Everything is subject to Christ and that for the sake of the
ChuI'Ch . 6—/"/)

Through Him the believer may now master the circumstances and live
above whatever environments meet him. Eph, 1318-ZQ(6‘3b5)

Every being in the universe will worship Him, Phil, 2:9-11 (Zw3a§)
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