
aRDINANGE 85-2 

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF HOWE, FOREST COUNTY, ' 
PENNSYLVANIA, TO PROVIDE FOR THE HEALTH, WELFARE AND 
SAFETY OF THE PEOPLE OF HOSE TOWNSHIP 3Y DEFINING 
NUISANCES; PROHIBITING DEFINED NUISANCES; SETTING PRO- ^ 
CSDURES; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES, FINES OR IMPRISONMENT ... 
FOR VIOLATIONS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the S u p e r v i s o r s o f the Township of Howe, Fores t 
County, Pennsy lvan ia , do hereby enact and o r d a i n : 

PURPOSE , _ . • 

V/HEREAS, c e r t a i n bus inesses , l a n d uses and c o n d i t i o n s create 
such an adverse impact on the c i t i z e n s of the Township, and 
are so d e t r i r a e n t a l t o the h e a l t h , s a f e t y , and w e l f a r e of the 
Township t h a t they s h o u l d be p r o h i b i t e d , -

S e c t i o n 1. D e f i n i t i o n s and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . The f o l l o v / i n g 
words, as u s e d - i n t h i s o r d i n a n c e , s h a l l have the meanings 
hereby r e s p e c t i v e l y a s c r i b e d . 

(A) Nuisance: Any use o f p r o p e r t y V i i i t h i n the Township of Howe 
o r any c o n d i t i o n upon p r o p e r t y v / i t h i n the s a i d Township t h a t , 
o t h e r t h a n i n f r e q u e n t l y , s h a l l cause or r e s u l t i n : ( l ) annoy­
ance o r d i s c o m f o r t t o persons beyond the boundaries of such 
p r o p e r t y ; (2) i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h the h e a l t h and/or s a f e t y of.. 
persons beyond the boundar ies o f such p r o p e r t y or of persons 
who-might reasonably be exepected t o e n t e r upon or be i n such 
p r o p e r t y ; and/or (3J d i s t u r b a n c e t o or i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h the., 
p e a c e f u l use of the p r o p e r t y of o t h e r s v / i t h i n the Township, 
i n case t a k i n g i n t o c a n s i d e r a t i o n the l o c a t i o n of the use or 
c o n d i t i o n s and the n a t u r e and c o n d i t i o n of the surrounding . 
n e i g h b o r h o o d . S p e c i f i c a l l y , the word "nuisance" s h a l l i n c l u d e 
b u t s h a l l n o t be l i m i t e d t o the f o l l o w i n g : 

( i ) M a i n t a i n i n g or p e r m i t t i n g the maintenance o f any 
o f the f o l l o w i n g danderous c o n d i t i o n s , s t r u c t u r e s or 

premisespremises : 
(a)' open w e l l s o r c i s t e r n s 
(b)- open e x c a v a t i o n s 
( c ) Unfinishfed b u i l d i n g s , f o u n d a t i o n s or other s t r u c t u r e s 

- ( d ) B u i l d i n g s or s t r u c t u r e s damaged or p a r t i a l l y 
- des t royed o r - i n - a s t a t e o f - d i s r e p a i r or danger 

(e ) Dangerous placement o f m a t e r i a l s or equipment 
" ( f ) Junk a u t o m o b i l e s , buses,'motor homes, t r a i l e r s , e t c . 

( g ) - l a k e s , pomds, or swimming pools no t p r o p e r l y -
safeguarded 

. ( i i ) - The p l a n t i n g -or p l a c i n g o f t r e e s * shrubs -or-other 
o b s t r u c t i o n s which would p r e v e n t persons d r i v i n g v e h i c l 
on p u b l i c s t r e e t s or roadways from o b t a i n i n g a c l e a r 
v iew of - t r a f f i c . — -



' (B) -Person; Any n a t u r a l person* p a r t n e r s h i p - , a s s o e i a t i o n , • 
_ f l r m o r c o r p o r a t i o n , 

I n t h i s o r d i n a n c e , I h e s i n g u l a r s h a l l i n c l u d e t h e p l u r a l , the - - -
p l u r a l s h a l l i n c l u d e the s i n g u l a r , and the mascul ine s h a l l 
i n c l u d e t h e f e m i n i n e and t h e n e u t e r . ' 

S e c t i o n 2. U n l a w f u l t o Create or M a i n t a i n Nuisances. I t s h a l l 
be u n l a w f u l f o r _ a n y person t o c r e a t e , c o n t i n u e , cause, m a i n t a i n 
or p e r m i t - t - o e-xlst-any-nuis-ance a t any p l a o e - w l t h i n the Township 
o f .Howe. 

• S e c t i o n 3. -Removal- or Abatement o f -Nuisances. • Any. person who 
s h a l l c r e a t e , c o n t i n u e , cause, m a i n t a i n or p e r m i t t o e x i s t any 
n u i s a n c e a t any p l a c e w i t h i n the Township o f Howe, s h a l l , w i t h i n 
t e n ( 1 0 ) days- a f t e r - n o t i c e f r o m t h e Township t o do. so, remove . 
or aba te such nu i sance . I f such person s h a l l f a i l , n e g l e c t or 
r e f u s e t o abate suchnuisance w i t h i n such time l i m i t , the Township 
s h a l l have a u t h o r i t y * I n per son o r by I t s agents and/or employes., 
t o remove o r abate such n u i s a n c e , and I n so d o i n g , s h a l l have 
a u t h o r i t y t o e n t e r upon the p r o p e r t y o f such person i n d e f a u l t . 
Thereupon, t h e Township s h a l l c o l l e c t the cos t and expense of 
such abatement or removal f r o m the person who c r e a t e d , cont inued, 
caused o r ' m a i n t a i n e d such nuisance and/or p e r m i t t e d the same t o 
e x i s t , such person h a v i n g f a i l e d , n e g l e c t e d - o r r e f u s e d t o remove 
or aba te such nu i sance , w i t h an a d d i t i o n a l amount o f twelve per 
centum, " i n the manner p r o v i d e d f o r t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f m u n i c i p a l ~ 
c la ims , - o r b y - a n - a c t i o n i n - a s s u m p s i t . Prov ided; such cos t and 
expense may be i n a d d i t i o n t o any p e n a l t y imposed under the 
f o u r t h s e c t i o n ' o f t h i s o rd inance . " 

.Section h. ̂ Penal ty f o r V i o l a t i o n . Any person v/ho s h a l l v i o l a t e 
any p r o v i s i o n of t h i s ord inance s h a l l , f o r each and every such ^ 

- v i o l a t i o n , upon c o n v i c t i o n t h e r e o f , be sentenced t o pay a f i n e 
o f n o t l e s s than f i v e d o l l a r s ($5 .00) or more tjhhn one hundred 
d o l l a r s ($1DO.OO) and'costs o f p r o s e c u t i o n , and, i n d e f a u l t o f • 

- payment o f such - f i n e andcosts , t o imprisonment f o r n o t more than 
t h i r t y (30) days. Prov ided: each day's c o n t i n u a t i o n of the 

'main ta inance o f any nuisance, a f t e r t h e x p i r a t i o n o f t e n (10) 
days - f o l l o w i n g the i s suance-of the n o t i c e . r e f e r r e d , t o i n the 
t h i r d s e c t i o n of t h i s o rd inance , s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a separate 
v i o l a t i o n . ' - ~ ' -

S e c t i o n 5- Excep t i ons . This ord inance s h a l l n o t be construed " 
t o be the ' s o l e Seans'f or abatement 'of nuisances w i t h the Tc/mship 
o f Howe, a n d - n o t h i n g s h a l l prec lude , any person from proceeding 
i n d i v i d u a l l y or w i t h o ther i n j u r e d persons , t o e f f e c t the abate­
ment o f a p r i v a t e nuisance. Fur thermore , i n the e x e r c i s e of 
t h e powers h e r e i n .conferred,-the.. To.wnshlp may i n s t i t u t e , p ro ­
ceedings i n e q u i t y . 

- S e c t i o n 6. S e v e r a b i l i t y o f . P r o v i s i o n s . .The p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s 
o r d i n a n c e s h a l l be severab le , and I f any of i t s p r o v i s i o n s s h a l l 

"be h e l d t o be ' u h c o n s t l t u t i - o n a l , i l l e g a l , " or o therwise i n v a l i d , 
s u c h - d e - c i s i a n - s h a l l no t a f f ect , the . v a l i d i t y . , of. .any of the 
r e m a i n i n g p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s o rd inance . I t i s hereby dec lared 
as a l e g i s l a t i v e " i n t e n t ' t h a t th i s"DTdinancs ' i^^ have been - -
adapted had- such u n c a n s t i t u t l o n a l , i l l e g a l .. .or o therwise i n v a l i d 
p r o v i s i o n had n o t been i n c l u d e d h e r e i n . 



-This/|OrdinanGe s h a l l take e f f e c t on the / / day o f 

yQji^c.L.nr-,-^^-'<^, 1985 and s h a l l remain i n f o r c e u n t i l 

m o d i f i e d , amended o r r e s c i n d e d by the Superv isors o f 

Howe Township, F o r e s t County, Pennsylvania. • - - -

ADOPTED BY the S u p e r v i s o r s o f Howe Township, F o r e s t 

County*-Pennsy lvania t h i s -/Y - day of/iL^^^r^^^/^-- I985 . 



HOWE TOWNSHIP 
F O R E S T COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-1 

NUISANCE AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

AND NOW, this 12th day of June, 2013, the Supervisors of Howe Township, 
Forest County, Pennsylvania, do hereby ENACT AND ORDAIN as follows: 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance adopted December 11, 1985, entitled Howe Township Nuisance 
Ordinance 85-2, the Supervisors of Howe Township enacted and ordained that certain businesses, 
land uses and conditions create an adverse impact on the citizens of the Township, and are so 
detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the Township that they should be prohibited. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Supervisors do ENACT AND ORDAIN and it is 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED for Howe Township, Forest County, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

Section (3) of the Howe Township Nuisance Ordinance 85-2 is hereby modified by adding 
to the end the following: 

(vi) Inspection of Premises; Notice to Comply: 

1. After approval, in writing, of a quorum (two) of Supervisors the Code Enforcement Officer is 

hereby empowered, upon attaining a proper search warrant, to inspect private property on which 

appliances, motor vehicles, machinery, equipment, and/or various materials are stored or there are 

buildings which potentially meet the specific definition of nuisance to determine if there is 

compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance. If noncompliance with the provisions of this 

Ordinance constitutes a nuisance, or if any condition, structure, or improvement poses a danger to 

the health, safety, or welfare of the public, he shall issue a written notice to be served by certified 

mail upon the owner of said premises, or, if the owner's whereabouts or identify be unknown, by 

posting the notice conspicuously upon the offending premises. 

2. Said notice shall specify the condition considered to be a hazard and/or nuisance and shall 

require the owner to commence to remove or otherwise rectify the condition as set forth in the 

notice within ten (10) days of mailing or posting of said notice, and thereafter, to fully comply with 

the requirements of the notice within a reasonable time. 

This Amendment shall become effective five (5) days after the date of adoption. 



IN WITNESS W H E R E O F , the Supervisors of Howe Township have caused this 
Ordinance to be adopted this 12* day of June, 2013. 

HOWE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS 
ATTEST: (seal) 



HOWE TOWNSHIP 
F O R E S T COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-1 

NUISANCE AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

AND NOW, this 13th day of April, 2011, the Supervisors of Howe Township, 
Forest County, Pennsylvania, do hereby ENACT AND ORDAIN as follows: 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance adopted December 11, 1985, entitled Howe Township Nuisance 
Ordinance 85-2, the Supervisors of Howe Township enacted and ordained that certain businesses, 
land uses and conditions create an adverse impact on the citizens of the Township, and are so 
detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the Township that they should be prohibited. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Supervisors do ENACT AND ORDAIN and it is 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED for Howe Township, Forest County, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

Section (3) of the Howe Township Nuisance Ordinance 85-2 is hereby modified by adding 
to the end the foiiowing: 

(iii) Odor: No maiodorous gas or matter that is discernible on any adjoining lot or property shall be 
permitted except for normal farm operations carried on and normal oil and gas extraction. 

(iv) Air pollution: No pollution of air by fly ash, dust, smoke, vapors, or any substance that is 
harmful to health, animals, vegetation or other property shall be permitted. 

(v) Water Pollution: Water pollution in violation of any standards established by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection shall not be permitted. 

This Amendment shall become effective five (5) days after the date of adoption. 

IN WITNESS W H E R E O F , the Supervisors of Howe Township have caused this 
Ordinance to be adopted this 13* day of April, 2011. 

ATTEST: (seal) 
HOWE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS 


