Charlotte City Council Proceedings
October 13, 2020
Mayor Pro Tem Megan Graves called the regular meeting of the Charlotte City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. with council members Ed Kleinschmidt, Kelly Snyder, Marcus Winkler, and Lisa Leab present.  Staff present:  Rhonda Marlowe
The consent agenda included approval of the agenda, the minutes of the regular meeting September 8, special meetings on September 15, September 22, October 6, 2020 meeting, Clerk’s financial report, and the following revenues and expenses:  

Bills paid prior to Meeting:

941 Tax – 817.43; State W/H– 75.00; IPERS – 562.97; Alliant- 2,590.57

Accounts Payable for Meeting

Advanced Systems, Laserfische- 455.00; A Lee, consulting- 650.00; Clinton County Sheriff, monthly contract – 1,057.81; Charlotte Electric, generator repair-1,029.25; Chris Budde, mileage & phone – 137.93; Clinton Herald, publication- 85.89; Cynthia Stimson, reports- 211.50; Eastern Iowa Petro, fuel- 226.80; Goose Lake C Store, fuel- 273.05; Hawkins, chemicals-370.86; Hygienic Laboratories, tests-170.50; IDNR, dues- 95.00; J&R, supplies- 80.00; John Deere Financial, repairs- 578.19; Kleinschmidt Excavating, embankment- 1,132.80; Observer, publications- 260.86; Peggy Sellnau, phone & FEMA- 25.00; Pillars & Richmond, legal-180.00; Republic, contract- 4,824.44; Rhonda Marlowe, cell phone, mileage – 69.85; Spahn & Rose, supplies- 29.47; USA Bluebook, supplies-117.88; Water Solutions Ltd., chemicals-795.50; Windstream, telephone & internet – 374.59

Gross Wages

$3860.64

SEPTEMBER  FUND          REVENUES           EXPENSES

GENERAL FUND                $ 7,436.96              $9,759.32



ROAD USE FUND               $ 3,944.35             $3,212.28

           

Employee Benefit               $                             $521.25

Water                                   $7,494.08               $5,109.04

Sewer                                  $ 3,513.57              $969.93

Garbage                                        

____________________________________________

TOTALS                             $22,388.96            $ 19,571.82   

A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Leab with a second by Graves.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Public forum – Gail Adrian spoke about the council decision to change the library affiliation from the library in DeWitt to the library in Maquoketa.  Barb Garson spoke to the council about this change as well and informed them of her communication with the library in DeWitt about the possibility of utilizing that library in conjunction with the city agreement with Maquoketa.  Darla Adrian spoke about the continued issue with junk vehicles at 124 Park Avenue. 
Mark Bixby of Deke Insurance was present to answer questions from the council about recent storm damage claims.  The city has replacement coverage.  The baseball diamond lights and fence will be covered by insurance.  The insurance may cover the cost of removal of these items as well.  The city may also submit costs to replace trees that have been damaged by the storm and die. The city has a time frame of six months to one year to complete these replacements. 

David Pillers, City Attorney, was present to answer questions about the nuisance ordinance.  He noted that the key to determining junk vehicles is that they are abandoned or inoperable.  Discussion was held regarding civil fines.  Specific written notice is required to be given for nuisances, by regular and certified mail. If removal of a nuisance is required after all steps are followed, the nuisance may be removed or repaired by the city with the cost of the removal/repair to be paid by the homeowner.   
Follow up on junk vehicles at 124 Park Avenue.  Motion by Graves, second by Kleinschmidt to send letter by mail and certified mail to owners, giving 20 days to remove junk vehicles from their property or the city will take action.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye.
Follow up on ordinance enforcement procedures, Leab proposed that this be done through a complaint driven process, through the nuisance form or other written means, including addressing the council and the complaint being included in the meeting minutes.  Once a nuisance is identified, the council will send an invitation by mail or in person as applicable to the homeowner or individual to come to the next council meeting to discuss the issue with the council. If the homeowner or individual does not respond, the council will proceed with another letter by regular and certified mail informing them of the nuisance. The council may then proceed with the steps of the nuisance ordinance. Motion made by Graves, second by Leab to follow this procedure for enforcing the nuisance ordinance.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Eastern Iowa Propane contract was approved at $.869 per gallon from 11/1/20 through 04/1/2021.  Motion by Graves/second by Kleinschmidt.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye.  Winkler noted that city should consider taking bids for propane next year. 
Fence permit for 102 Broadway was approved with requirement that water meter reader be moved outside the fence area.  Motion by Snyder, second by Graves.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Maguire Iron: Water tower cleaning contract was approved at $2050 per year for cleaning and inspection every two years 2021 through 2031.  Motion by Graves, second by Snyder.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Discussion on house numbers being posted on home was held.  Marlowe will identify homes that do not have numbers posted and deliver letter requesting this be done.  Motion by Graves, second by Kleinschmidt. Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye.
1st reading of amended ordinance Title 4- Chapter 1- Animal control revised to include cats.  Motion for approval by Graves, second by Snyder.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Charlotte Days report – tabled until November meeting
City event sign will be moved from the CAAC to the downtown area. 

Garage doors for maintenance shed.  Quote was obtained from Gateway Door for $2762.48.  Motion for approval by Graves, second by Snyder.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Graves gave an update on the well maintenance.  Work is expected to begin by early next week. 

Discussion on deputy clerk position – one application was received and reviewed.  Approval to continue with Peggy Sellnau as deputy clerk, with position to be reviewed in January 2021.  Motion by Graves, second by Kleinschmidt.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

FEMA embankment project update.  We are still waiting to hear final approval on alternative projects.  Embankment work is complete, and the engineer has inspected the work.  Motion to approve payment to Kueter Equipment by Graves, second by Leab. Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. 

Location of new playground equipment - tabled until November meeting

Ball diamond light poles and fence update.  Motion to accept quote from LMI for pole and light replacement by Snyder, second by Winkler.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye.  Graves will contact LMI to get a quote on removal of the remaining poles.  Motion to accept quote from Midwest Fence for ball diamond fence replacement by Snyder, second by Kleinschmidt.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – aye, Winkler – aye. Marlowe will obtain quotes for the repairing the gutter on the fire station and repairs to concession stand at the ball diamond. 
Resolution 2020-14 Appointment of Mayoral seat – One letter of interest was received.  Motion by Graves, second by Kleinschmidt to appoint Kelly Snyder to the mayoral seat to complete the term vacated by James Keller.  Roll Call:  Graves – aye, Leab- aye, Kleinschmidt – aye, Snyder – abstain, Winkler – aye. 

Reports:  R. Marlowe discussed the purchase of a box blade for the tractor. D. Marlowe reported that the Combat Veterans will attend the council meeting in November to discuss having their annual rally in Charlotte next July. 

At 9:12 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Graves, second by Leab. All ayes. 










________________________________









Megan Graves, Mayor Pro Tem
Attest:

___________________________________

Peggy Sellnau, Deputy City Clerk
