
BIBLIOGRAPHY & RESOURCES

African Diaspora in Canada
R E S E A R C H  R E S O U R C E S

sound • movement • performance

AN ARTS-LED SOCIAL INNOVATION LAB

The Centre for Sound Communities, Cape Breton University, PO Box 5300, 1250 Grand Lake Road, Sydney, NS B1P 6L2 
(902) 563-1696   |   e-mail sound_communities@cbu.ca   |   www.soundcommunities.org

This document consists of two sections:  a bibliography and a list of 
resources.
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African Canadian communities — with a particular focus on Nova 
Scotian African communities — and their music(s), arts, culture, 
politics, and histories.

(II.) The List of Resources (p. 10) provides a variety of resources 
researchers may consult in their research into Black communities in 
Canada.
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II. List of Resources 
 

Research Guides by Canadian Universities 
Dalhousie University: Black Canadian Studies  
McGill University: Black Canadian Studies  
Queen's University: Black Studies  
Ryerson University: Black Studies (with a focus on the Black African Diaspora in Canada)  
University of Alberta: Black Studies  
University of Toronto: Black Canadian Studies  
York university: African Canadian Online   
 

Academic Conferences 
“Researching Black Canadian Musics and Black Music Cultures in Canada” Conference, May 1–

3, 2003, York University, Toronto, Canada. Conference Website  
“Performing Diaspora” Conference, 2009–2014, York University. Conference Website  
“The History of Urban Music in Toronto” Conference, 2013, York University. Conference 

Website  
 

Archives & Collections 
Beaton Institute Digital Archives, Cape Breton University, T-2205 Tape 1 & 2, Sides 1 & 2. 
Imperial Oil Collection. IR-3b-9. Interview with Cyril (Cy) McLean, Nancy Wood, Toronto, 

1972. 
Glenbow Imperial Oil Collection (1979-80), IR-6-40, Cy Mclean. 
Library and Archives Canada: Black History in Canada 
Library and Archives Canada: Anti-Slavery Movement in Canada 
Library and Archives Canada: Anti-Slavery Issues in Canada, 1830-1870: A Selective Bibliography 
Roy States Black History Collection, McGill University 
 

Government of Canada Publications  
Canada’s Black Population: Education, Labour, and Resilience 
Canada’s Black Population: Growing in Number and Diversity 
Changes in the Socioeconomic Situation of Canada’s Black Population, 2001 to 2016  
Diversity of the Black Population in Canada: An Overview 

https://dal.ca.libguides.com/c.php?g=257007&p=1716096
https://libraryguides.mcgill.ca/c.php?g=714678&p=5094878
https://guides.library.queensu.ca/black-studies/getting-started
https://learn.library.ryerson.ca/blackstudies
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/edi/black_studies
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/blackcanadian
http://www.yorku.ca/aconline/project.html
http://www.yorku.ca/aconline/music_conference/info.html
https://tubman.info.yorku.ca/activities/performing-diaspora/
https://tubman.info.yorku.ca/activities/performing-diaspora/performing-diaspora-2013/performing-diaspora-2013-videos/
https://tubman.info.yorku.ca/activities/performing-diaspora/performing-diaspora-2013/performing-diaspora-2013-videos/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/history-ethnic-cultural/Pages/blacks.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/history-ethnic-cultural/anti-slavery-movement/Pages/default.aspx
https://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/lac-bac/anti-slavery-ef/2/22/index-e.html
https://www.mcgill.ca/library/branches/rarebooks/special-collections/states
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.883937/publication.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.866694/publication.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.883832/publication.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.868096/publication.html
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Occupations of South Asian, Chinese and Black Women: Prevalence and Age Composition 
Preserving and Promoting: Black Cultural Heritage in Canada 
Slavery in Canada 
The African Community in Canada, 2001 
 

Reports 
African Nova Scotian Affairs: Research and Reports 
African Nova Scotian Affairs: African Nova Scotian Affairs Report, based on 2011 National 

Household Survey (NHS) from Statistics Canada  
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: Report Card on Child and Family Poverty in Nova 

Scotia (2020) 
Nova Scotia Department of Education and Early Childhood Development: Baseline Data on 

African Nova Scotian Learners (2014) 
Statistics Canada, Census (2016): Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada  
UN Human Rights Council, Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent: Report of 

the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent on its mission to Canada 
(2017) 

 

Recordings 
Jazz and Hot Dance in Canada 1916-1949, Vol. 14. (1986) [vinyl recording]. Harlequin - HQ 

2023, released in 1986, UK. 
 

Documentary Movies 
Adewumi, Ayo, dir. 2016. Wilma. Adewumi Productions, Canada. 

https://vimeo.com/ayoadewumi/wilma Password: Niagara 
Bellange, Tetchena, dir. 2010. Black Hands: Trial of The Arsonist Slave. Bel Ange Moon 

Productions. http://www.blackhandsfilm.com 
Benjamin, Sobaz, dir. 2006. Race Is a Four-Letter Word. Montreal: National Film Board of 

Canada. 
Brand, Dionne, dir. 1993. Long Time Comin’. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada. 
Chartrand, Martine, dir. 2000. Black Soul. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada.  
Hamilton, Sylvia, dir. 1992. Speak It! From the Heart of Black Nova Scotia. Montreal: National 

Film Board of Canada.  
———, dir. 1994. Nova Scotia: Against the Tides. Mississauga, ON: Almeta Speaks Productions 

Inc., Distributed by International Tele-Film. 

http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.891465/publication.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.692579/publication.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.884010/publication.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.562594/publication.html
https://ansa.novascotia.ca/research-reports
https://ansa.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/inline/documents/ansa-stats-research-2014-11.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/2020-report-card-child-and-family-poverty-nova-scotia
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/2020-report-card-child-and-family-poverty-nova-scotia
https://dbdli.ca/research-reports/baseline-data-on-african-nova-scotian-learners/
https://dbdli.ca/research-reports/baseline-data-on-african-nova-scotian-learners/
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CSD&Code1=1209034&Geo2=PR&Code2=01&Data=Count&SearchText=halifax&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&TABID=1
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1304262?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1304262?ln=en
https://vimeo.com/ayoadewumi/wilma
http://www.blackhandsfilm.com/
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Hamilton, Sylvia, and Claire Prieto, dirs. 1989. Black Mother Black Daughter. Montreal: 
National Film Board of Canada.  

Jacob, Selwyn, dir. 1996. The Road Taken. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada.  
Lam, Meilan, dir. 1998. Show Girls. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada. 
Mackenzie, Shelagh, dir. 1991. Remember Africville. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada.  
Macartney-Filgate, Terence, dir. 1978. Fields of Endless Day. Canada. 
McTair, Roger, dir. 2000. Journey to Justice. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada. 
Prieto, Claire, dir. 1989. Older Stronger Wiser. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada.  
Rankaduwa, Sandi. 2019. Ice Breakers. Montreal: National Film Board of Canada.  
Speaks, Almeta, producer. 1994. Hymn to Freedom: The History of Blacks in Canada, 1–4 

(Quebec, Nova Scotia, Ontario, British Columbia). New York: Filmakers Library. 
Sutherland, David, and Jennifer Holness, dirs. 2000. Speakers for the Dead. Montreal: National 

Film Board of Canada. 
Tasker, Rex, dir. 1967. Encounter at Kwacha House - Halifax. 2010. Montreal: National Film 

Board of Canada. 
United Church of Canada. 2011. Sankofa the Histories and Heritages of Black Peoples in the 

United Church of Canada. Toronto, ON: The United Church of Canada. 
Daniels, Phillip. 2004. Seeking Salvation: A History of the Black Church in Canada. Toronto, 

ON: Travesty Productions. 
 Mavalwala, Jamshed, Mairuth Haas, and William Somerville. 1971. Being Black in Canada: A 

Personal View. Toronto, ON: University of Toronto, Instructional Media Centre.  
 

YouTube Videos 
Tuning Up: Archie Alleyne, Ada Lee, Brooke Blackburn and Saidah Baba Talibah (2014) 
Barry Scantlebery Laurier St Whitney Pier  
EPO Band - Caribbean Festival 80's 
Linda Carvery, CBC Television (1997) 
 

Useful Websites 
Black Canadian Studies – An Online Resource for Black Canadian Studies 
Black Canadian Studies Association (BCSA) 
Black History in Canada – The Canadian Encyclopedia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLx0hVCojLs
https://youtu.be/UYBs1h124B8
https://youtu.be/hlYGpuGOMD4
https://youtu.be/JfIEucAOiqI
https://www.blackcanadianstudies.com/
https://bcsa.wordpress.com/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/collection/black-history-in-canada
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