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3v3 Exhibition Event — Saturday 9th May

A fantastic morning of football as players from Chippenham Town Youth, FC Chippenham, Castle Combe Colts and St 
Andrews took part in the Mid Wilts League 3v3 showcase event— a first look at the format coming in for the 2026/27 
season.

Four pitches (which took the organiser 20mins, on his own,  to set up), mixed teams, fast action and loads of touches 
for every player. The games were full of dribbling, shots, goals, brave defending and huge smiles.

When we asked the players what they thought, the verdict was clear:  

“great fun”  “really enjoyable” “do we have to go home now” (Yes) Ahhhhhhhhh 



Parents shared brilliant feedback throughout the morning:  

• “I was sceptical of 3v3, but I’ve been impressed — my son is loving it.”  

• “He hardly gets involved in training, but today he was tackling, passing and even scored a goal.” 
 
• “This format keeps them constantly active — no standing around, just football.”  

• “My daughter came off buzzing. She said she touched the ball more today than in a whole match.” 
 
• “It’s brilliant for confidence. You can see them trying things they wouldn’t normally try.”  

• “The smaller teams mean they all feel part of it — no hiding, no being left out.”  

• “I didn’t know what to expect, but this is exactly what children’s football should look like.”  

• “It was great to see no one standing on the sidelines.”



A coach taking part added a great perspective: 
 
“This is nothing new where I come from in Spain — we grew up playing small-sided games. It’s why we have better 
dribblers than England.”

“At first, I wanted to group my players in teams of three but at times we had to have 2v3. I didn’t think it would work, but 
it really did. We even had a 1v2! I asked the single player if he minded “nah, I can take them” 

“Having now seen the event , I can really appreciate how the players will develop and enjoy football”

“At first I thought it would be difficult to organise, with so many players, but having now done an event I can see how 
we can use it in the new season”

“It was hard not to ‘ref’ the game for the players, and at times I felt that I needed to coach, but as the event went on, I 
just stood back and let them play, which I now realise is the best thing to do”

“A brilliant event and a great glimpse of what’s ahead for next season”
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