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	Groves Benjamin Sharp
	
	Elmira Scitzs

	Born
	August 28, 1857
	Married:
	Born
	December 19, 1855

	Where
	Kemper County, MS, USA (probably near De Kalb)
	~1881
Ancestry.com says Nov. 4, 1880 but no citation
	Where
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS

	Died
	December 26, 1928
	Where:
	Died
	March 17, 1933

	Where
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS
	
	Where
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS

	Buried
	Cedarlawn Cemetery, Philadelphia, MS
	Source:
	Buried
	Cedarlawn Cemetery, Philadelphia, MS

	
	FindaGrave
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	FindaGrave



Children:
	Name
	Born
	Where
	Source
	Died
	Where
	Buried
	Source

	Sylvester Lee
	January 31, 1882
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS
	
	January 4, 1963
	Jackson, Hinds, MS
	Cedarlawn Cemetery, Philadelphia, MS
	Find A Grave

	Monroe Davis
	August 13, 1884
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS
	
	September 13, 1965
	Vicksburg, Warren, MS
	Memorial Gardens, Laurel, Jones, MS
	Find A Grave

	Groves Hilliard
	September 22, 1886
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS
	
	
	
	
	See FT-005

	Junie A.
	January 31, 1889
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS
	
	April 1, 1978
	
	Bluebonnet Hills Memorial Park, Colleyville, Tarrant Cty, TX
	Find A Grave

	Cora Velma
	October 13, 1893
	Philadelphia, Neshoba, MS
	
	August 1976
	Marked Tree, Poinsett County, AR
	Marked Tree Cemetery, Marked Tree, Poinsett Cty, AR
	Find A Grave



Other Marriages: None
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Story:
	Activity
	Sources

	Current Status
· Cannot find any 1870 US Federal Census data for Christian Hilliard Scitzs family. John Sharp 22-Jul-2022
· Cannot find any record of Groves Benjamin’s and Elmira Scitzs’ marriage. John Sharp 22-Jul-2022
	

	
	

	
	

	1850 US Federal Census, enumerated September  5, 1850 in Kemper County, MS, USA (city not stated).

In 1850, the Sharps were living in Kemper County, MS, probably in DeKalb.  Groves Davis was 39, working as a miller.  Matilda is listed as 30 years old, so there is some discrepancy between the 1850 and 1860 census.  G. D. is listed as born in Tennessee and Matilda is listed as born in Alabama.

The children are:
· Mary (13), born in Tennessee, listed as attending school in the last year
· William (11) , born in Tennessee, listed as attending school in the last year
· Asha (9) , born in Tennessee, listed as attending school in the last year
·  John (1) , born in Mississippi

Since Groves Davis and Matilda were married in 1846, John is probably their first son and the others are children from Groves’ first marriage to Sara Walker. Mary, William, Asha and John were all born in Tennessee.
	051

	1860 US Federal Census, enumerated July 8, 1860 in Kemper County, MS, USA (city not stated, but probably near De Kalb since that is listed as the nearest post office.)

In 1860, the Groves Davis Sharp family was living in Kemper County, MS near De Kalb.  Groves Davis is listed as 50 (or 58… hard to read the handwriting of the enumerator).  Matilda is 31.  Groves is a farmer and has $500 of real estate and $150 of personal estate.  He was born in Tennessee and Matilda was born in Alabama.

Children living with G. D. and Matilda are:
· William G. (son), 21 years old, also a farmer, born in Tennessee
· Robert H. (son), 17 years old, born in Tennessee
· James W. (son), 10 years old, born in Mississippi
· Ann (daughter), 7 years old, born in Mississippi
· Groves  B. (son), 5 years old, born in Mississippi (Ancestry.com interprets this as George B., but it’s Groves B.)  If Groves B. was 5 years old in 1860, this differs from his tombstone birth year of 1857.
· Burton F. (son), 1 year old, born in Mississippi
Since G. D. Sharp and family lived in Kemper County, MS in 1850 and 1860, that’s probably where Groves B. was born.
	050, 050a

	1860 US Federal Census, enumerated July 26, 1860 in Township 10, Range 11, Neshoba County, MS, USA (nearest post office is Neshoba Springs).

Elmira Scitzs is 4 years old and living with her parents – C. H. (Christian Hilliard) Scitzs and Sarah A. White.  Christian is 35 years old, a farmer who has $3000 worth of land and a $900 personal estate worth.  He was born in Alabama.  Sarah (33) keeps house and was born in South Carolina.  The others living in the household are:
· Susan C. (9), born in MS
· James H. (6), born in MS
· Elimira (4), born in MS
· Perlina E. (2), born in MS
· Sarah E. (1 month old), born in MS
· Sarah Johnson (17), assistant house keeper, born in AL
· John Cassady (30), a ditcher, born in Ireland
	184

	1870 US Federal Census, enumerated July 1, 1870 in Kemper County, MS, USA (city not stated, but probably near De Kalb since that is listed as the nearest post office.)

The G. D. Sharp family is still living in Kemper County in July 1870.  G. D. is 57 and working in a grip mill (not sure what that is, but in the 1850 census, he is listed as a miller).  He has a personal estate worth $300, and was born in Tennessee.  Matilda is listed as 40 years old and keeps house.  She is listed as born in Alabama.  

Children listed as living in the household are:
· William (son), 30 years old, working as a house carpenter, born in Tennessee
· James (son), 19 years old, working as a farm hand, born in Mississippi, cannot write
· Susan (daughter), 15 years old, attending school, born in Mississippi
· Groves (son), 13 years old, working as a farm hand, born in Mississippi, cannot read or write
· Reuben (son), 10 years old, working as a farm hand, born in Mississippi, cannot read or write
· Matilda (daughter), 8 years old, attending school,  born in Mississippi
· Elvira (daughter), 4 years old, attending school,  born in Mississippi
· Emelina (daughter), 2 years old, born in Mississippi

	048

	1870 US Federal Census, enumerated on July 11, 1870 for Beat 1 (Philadelphia), Neshoba County, MS, USA

In 1870, the Christian Hilliard Scitzs – Sarah Anne White family were living in Beat 1 (Philadelphia), Neshoba County, MS.   Christian (45) is a farmer and owns $475 worth of real estate and has a personal estate value of $380.  Quite a comedown from his financial situation before the Civil War!  Sarah (42) is a housekeeper.  Christian was born in AL, and Sarah in SC.  Sarah is listed as unable to write.  Children living in the household are:
· Susan C., (daughter), 19 years old, born in MS, unable to write
· James H., (son), 16 years old, born in MS, unable to read or write
· Almira (should be Elmira), (daughter), 14 years old, born in MS, attended school within the last year.  Almira (and Pelina and Sarah listed below her) have an “X” in the column for “Cannot Write”.  The instructions for the 1870 Census instruct the enumerators to put a “/” in the columns if a person cannot read or write (see here – bottom of page 10 and top of page 11).  I wonder if they checked this by mistake, using a “/” and the “X” was made to negate the “/”, meaning they can write?
· Paulina (should be Pelina?), (daughter), 12 years old, born in MS, attended school within the last year, can probably read and write.
· Sarah E., (daughter), 9 years old, born in MS, attended school within the last year, can probably read and write, but this question was not required to be asked of children under 10 years old.
· William H., (son), 7 years old, born in MS, has not attended school within the last year, asking about reading and writing ability was not required to be asked of children under 10 years old.
· Martha J., (daughter), 4 years old, born in MS, has not attended school within the last year, asking about reading and writing ability was not required to be asked of children under 10 years old.
· Joseph M., (son), 2 years old, born in MS, has not attended school within the last year, asking about reading and writing ability was not required to be asked of children under 10 years old.
	341

	1880 US Federal Census, enumerated June 18, 1880 in District 3, Neshoba County, MS, USA 

Groves Davis had died in 1875, so he is absent from the 1880 Federal Census. The household consists of:
· M. A. (Matilda A.) Sharp, 49 years old, working as a farmer, born in Alabama, father born in South Carolina, mother born in Alabama
· S. A. (Susan Anne), 24 years old, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.
· G. R. (Groves Benjamin), 22 years old, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.
· R. F. (Reuben F.), 20 years old, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.
· M. E. Honol (Matilda), 16 years old, married, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.
· S. V. (Elvira), 14 years old, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.
· E. G. (Emelina), 12 years old, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.
· A. L., 8 years old, not working, born in MS, father born in TN, mother born in AL.

Only A. L. has attended school in the last year.
	183

	1880 US Federal Census, enumerated July 9, 1880 in District 1, Neshoba County, MS, USA 

In 1880, the Scitzs family is still living in Neshoba County, MS. Christian is 55 and a farmer and Sarah is 53, still keeping house.  Christian was born in Alabama, but his parents were born in South Carolina.  Sarah was born in South Carolina, but her parents were born in Virginia.  Sarah is listed as not being able to read or write.  Children living with Christian and Sarah are:
· James H. (25), working as a farm laborer, checked as disabled.
· Elmira (23)
· Pelina E. (21)
· Sarah E. (20)
· William H. (18), farm laborer, but attended school in 1879
· Martha J. (15) , attending school
· Joseph M. (11) , attending school
· George W. (8) , attending school
· Ella (5)
	185

	Groves and Elmira were married somewhere around 1880.  However, I cannot find any record of the marriage in Ancestry.com.
	

	1890 US Federal Census
Most of the census' population schedules were badly damaged by a fire in the Commerce Department Building in January 1921. For more information about the fire, the National Archives published an article, "First in the Path of the Firemen: The Fate of the 1890 Population Census," in its Spring 1996 Prologue.
The extant schedules are numbered and noted following rolls 1-3 below.
Roll 1
Perry County, Alabama (Perryville Beat No.11 and Severe Beat No. 8) [fragments 1-455].
Roll 2
District of Columbia. Q, 13th, 14th, R, Q, Corcoran, 15th, S, R, and Riggs Streets, Johnson Avenue, and S Street [fragments 456-781].
Roll 3
Muscogee County (Columbus), Georgia; McDonough County (Mound Twp.), Illinois; Wright County (Rockford), Minnesota; Hudson County (Jersey City), New Jersey; Westchester County, (Eastchester); and Suffolk County (Brookhaven Twp.), New York; Gaston County (South Point Twp. and River Bend Twp.) and Cleveland County (Twp. No. 2), North Carolina; Hamilton County (Cincinnati) and Clinton County (Wayne Twp.), Ohio; Union County (Jefferson Twp.), South Dakota; Ellis County (J.P. No. 6, Mountain Peak, and Ovilla Precinct), Hood County (Precinct No. 5), Rusk County (No. 6 and J.P. No. 7), Trinity County (Trinity Town and Precinct No. 2) and Kaufman County (Kaufman) [fragments 782-1,233], Texas.

	U. S. Census Information

	1900 US Federal Census, enumerated June 5th and 6th, 1900 in Beat 3, Neshoba County, MS, USA 

Groves Benjamin and Elmira Scitzs have been married for 19 years now.  Groves was born in August 1857 and is 42 years old now.  Elmira was born in Dec 1855 and is 44 years old now.  They have had 5 children and all are living at this time. Both can read and write.  According to this census, Groves was born in MS, his father in TN, and his mother in AL.  He is a farmer.  Elmira was born in MS, her father in GA, and her mother in SC.  Both can read and write. They own their own farm, free of mortgage.   Others living with Groves and Elmira are:
· Sylvester (son), 18 years old, born in January 1882, born in MS, working as a farm laborer, can read and write, may have only attended the first grade.
· Monroe (son), 15 years old, born in August 1884, born in MS, working as a farm laborer, can read and write, may have only attended to the fourth grade.
· Hilliard (son), 13 years old, born in September 1886, born in MS, working as a farm laborer, can read and write, may have only attended to the fourth grade.
· Junie (daughter), 11 years old, born in January 1889, born in MS, can read and write, may have only attended to the fourth grade.
· Cora (daughter), 6 years old, born in October 1893, born in MS, can’t read and write, but hasn’t started school yet.
· Sarah Scitzs (mother-in-law), 72 years old, born in November 1827, born in SC, both parents were also born in SC, can read and write.
· Ella Scitzs (sister-in-law), 24 years old, born in December 1875, born in MS, father born in GA, mother born in SC (same as Elmira), can read and write.
Sarah Scitzs has had 10 children and 7 are living at this time. 
	039

	1910 US Federal Census, enumerated May 7th, 1910 in Beat 1, District 0076, Neshoba County, MS, USA 

Groves B. and Elmira are now 52 and 54, respectively, and have been married for 29 years.  Cora (16) is the only child still living at home.  All 5 children Groves and Elmira have had are still living. Groves says he was born in MS, his father was born in TN and his mother in AL.  Elmira was born in MS, but now says her parents were born in the US.  Groves still owns his own farm, free of mortgage.  Everyone can read and write.  Cora is still attending school.

Sarah Scitzs must have died by this time, and Ella moved out.  I will have to check on them at a later time.
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	1920 US Federal Census, enumerated February 10th, 1920 in Beat 1, Philadelphia, Neshoba County, MS, USA 

Groves (62) and Elmira (64) are now living alone on their own farm, free of mortgage. Groves says he was born in MS, his father was born in TN and his mother in AL.  Elmira was born in MS, but now says her father was born in the US and her mother in MS.
	189

	Groves died on December 26, 1928 and is buried in Cedarlawn Cemetery in Philadelphia, MS.
	FindaGrave

	1930 US Federal Census, enumerated April 19th, 1930 in Beat 1, Philadelphia, Neshoba County, MS, USA 

As Groves is now dead, Elmira (75) is living with her son Groves Hilliard (my great-grandfather) and his family.  Elmira is still not sure where her parents were born, as she lists her birthplace as MS, her father’s as TN, and her mother’s as MS.  She can still read and write. 
	003

	Elmira died on March 17, 1933 and is buried in Cedarlawn Cemetery in Philadelphia, MS.
	FindaGrave

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



