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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Case No. 25-cv-81219-MATTHEWMAN

PATRICIA TESTA, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
V.
HAYDEN O’BYRNE, in his official capacity
as United States Attorney for the Southern

District of Florida,

Defendant.
/

ORDER REGARDING MAGISTRATE JUDGE JURISDICTION

Pursuant to Administrative Order 2025-11, this case has been assigned to the Undersigned
United States Magistrate Judge (“MJ”) as the presiding Judge for all purposes in this case,
including entering a dispositive order, presiding over any trial, and entering a final judgment. The
Administrative Order permits any party to “opt out [of MJ jurisdiction] by filing a motion for case
reassignment” within the deadline outlined below.

Any party is free to opt out of MJ jurisdiction without any adverse consequences
whatsoever. If any party opts out of MJ jurisdiction by filing a motion for case reassignment, then
a United States District Judge will be assigned to preside over this case (including any trial) and
enter any dispositive order and final judgment.

If the parties consent to have the case handled by the Undersigned by not timely filing a
motion for case reassignment, then I will enter all orders, preside over any trial, and render a final
decision and judgment in due course. Any appeal of this judgment must be taken directly to the

Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. If any party timely files a motion for case reassignment, then I
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will still remain assigned to the case and preside over any matters referred by the District Judge,
who will enter a final decision and, if appropriate, a judgment. An appeal from that judgment is
taken to the Eleventh Circuit.

The parties shall have fourteen (14) days from the date of this Order (or, in the case of a
defendant who has not yet appeared, 14 days from the filing of any document with the Court) to
opt out of MJ jurisdiction by filing a motion for case re-assignment. If no party files a motion for
case reassignment within the allotted time, then the parties will be deemed to have consented to
MJ jurisdiction and this case shall proceed in full before the Undersigned for all purposes,
including any trial, entering any dispositive order, and, if appropriate, a final judgment. The motion
for case reassignment does not need to be supported by a memorandum of law and does not require
a Local Rule 7.1 conferral certification.

A party’s continued filing of documents in the case, without first filing a timely motion for
case reassignment, shall additionally be deemed as consent by that party to my MJ jurisdiction
over all aspects of the litigation, including any trial and the entry of a dispositive order and final
judgment.

DONE and ORDERED in Chambers at West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida,

WILLIAM MATTHEWMAN
Chief United States Magistrate Judge

this 1st day of October 2025.




