
OREGON FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN
BYLAWS
ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Oregon Federation of Republican Women (OFRW) and is affiliated with the National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
ARTICLE II - PURPOSES
The purposes of this organization shall be:


A.
increase the effectiveness of women in the cause of good government;

B.
disseminate information to all local clubs;

C.
inform the public through political education and activity;

D.
foster loyalty to the Republican Party at all levels of government;

E.
promote the principles of the Republican Party;

F.
work for Republican candidates in all elections, including non-partisan elections;

G.
support the objectives and policies of the Republican National Committee and the 


Oregon Republican State Central Committee and


H.
perform any lawful activity not inconsistent with the foregoing.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Section A.  Local Clubs:  


1.
Local club primary members


a.
Membership in the OFRW shall be through local clubs in Oregon 




consisting of ten or more registered Republican biological women who 



form a 
permanent organization, adopt bylaws in compliance with the 



NFRW bylaws, pay State and NFRW dues and service charges, and hold 



al least five (5) meeting within a twelve month period if unusual 




circumstances 
prohibit more frequent meetings. (hereinafter women are 



defined as biological women only).


b.
Membership is open to all Republican biological women regardless of 



race, color, creed, or ethnic background, as long as they comply with the 



responsibilities of membership, believe in the principles of the Republican 


Party and intend to support its candidates.



c.
A member shall be counted from  the club where dues are paid for the 



purpose of delegate representation to an OFRW or NFRW meeting or 



convention.  She may not serve as a delegate or alternate from another 



club.  

2.
Local Club Associate Members:



a.
Republican women who have primary membership in a federated local 



club are eligible for associate membership in local clubs upon payment of 



required dues.  Associate members cannot hold office, vote, be a delegate, 


or be counted for the purpose of determining the number of delegates to 



national or state federation meetings or conventions.



b.
Republican men are eligible for associate membership only upon payment 



of the required annual dues.  They may attend meetings but cannot make 



motions, have a voice or vote, be on committees, hold office, or be 




counted for the purpose of determining the number of delegates to NFRW 



or OFRW meetings and conventions.  As associate members, they do not 



become members of OFRW or NFRW.


3. 
Membership is January 1 thru December 31


4.
Club officers shall serve their terms based on the calendar year, January 1 



through December 31.

Section B.  New Clubs:

1.
Application for new club membership shall be sent to the President
of the OFRW 


accompanied by:



a.
a list of names and officers, including addresses, zip codes, telephone 



numbers, and e-mail addresses;



b.
dues per capita and service charges;



c.
bylaws which shall not conflict with the NFRW and the OFRW bylaws.


2.
New clubs shall be accepted into membership only after approval of their bylaws 


by the OFRW Executive Committee.


3.
The word "Republican" shall be included in the title of all clubs.  Local clubs 


shall not use the word "federation" in their titles, but may use the word 



"federated".


4.
The original Charter shall be retained in the OFRW Recording Secretary's 



permanent records.  A copy of the Charter shall be presented to the club at the 


first meeting of the Board of Directors following acceptance into membership.

Section C.  Removal from Membership:


1.
Clubs may be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Committee 


following 30 day notice in writing for the following reasons:



a.
non-payment of dues for the full membership and current service charge;



b.
failure to support the complete slate of Republican candidates;



c.
supporting a candidate of any opposing party;



d.
failure to support bylaws of the NFRW and OFRW;



e.
affiliation with a political organization which is not officially recognized 



as part of the NFRW, OFRW and the National and State Republican 



Committees.


2.
An individual may be removed from membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 

OFRW Executive Committee following a 30 day notice in writing by the OFRW 


Executive Committee after first following Policies and Procedures #5.

3.
An OFRW Elected Officer or  Board Member may be removed from office by a 


two-thirds (2/3) vote of the OFRW Executive Committee for failing to fulfill their 

duties following a 30 day notice in writing from the OFRW Executive Committee  

or any reason stated in Policies and Procedures #5 and following the policy set 


forth therein.  They may continue as an active member of a local club and the 


OFRW.
Section D.  Reinstatement to Membership:

1.
A club so removed from membership as stated in Section C. 1. may be reinstated 


by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the OFRW Executive Committee and upon proof of 


their compliance with the bylaws of this organization and correction for the 


condition for which they were removed from membership.

2.
A member so removed by Section C. 2. is not eligible for reinstatement.
Section E.  Withdrawal from Membership:
A club wishing to withdraw from the OFRW must notify the membership that a motion to this effect will be made at the coming meeting.  If a quorum cannot be obtained, the ballot should be mailed to each member asking her approval or disapproval of the disbanding action.  If a quorum can be obtained, the motion can be acted upon.


1.
The Charter and funds of the club shall be given to the OFRW Treasurer to keep 


in trust for three (3) months;


2.
The club is given three (3) months to try to reorganize.  If no action is taken after 


three (3) months, funds are deposited with the OFRW treasury.  If the club is 


reorganized within three (3) months, the funds of the disbanded club and Charter 


are returned.  If another group can be organized and assume the name of the 


disbanded club, the funds are given to the new club.


3.
A formal letter should be written to the OFRW President stating that the above 


procedures have been followed and the club is officially disbanded and 



withdrawn.
Section F.  Reorganization:
Members of an inactive club may reorganize and apply for membership as a new club.

Section G.  Member-at-large:
Any biological woman living outside of a community wherein a Federated Republican Women's Club exists may become a Member-at-Large.  Dues shall be payable to the OFRW with said Federation paying the necessary dues to NFRW.  Said member shall be entitled to all privileges except voting and holding office.

ARTICLE IV - DUES AND SERVICE CHARGE

Section A.  Fiscal Year:

The fiscal year of the OFRW shall be from January 1 through December 31.

Section B.  State Per Capita Dues:


1.
Each club shall pay OFRW per capita dues in the amount determined by the 


OFRW Board of Directors.  The Treasurer of the member club shall submit dues 


to the OFRW Treasurer within thirty (30) days of collection.

Section C.  National Per Capita Dues:

Annual per capita dues for NFRW shall be remitted in the amount determined by NFRW Board of Directors.

Section D.  National Service Charge:


1.
Each club shall pay the National Service Charge to be included with the first 


reporting period as established by the NFRW Board of Directors to be in good 


standing.  Payment shall be made to the OFRW Treasurer who will make payment 

to the NFRW.


2.
A club removed from good standing for non-payment of the service charge may 


be reinstated upon payment of the service charge for the past year, provided dues 


and the service charge are paid for the current year.


3.
The service charge and dues for a minimum of ten (10) members must be paid 


prior to the first Board of Directors meeting of the year and in compliance with 


NFRW deadline dates to be eligible to have a vote at the Board meeting.

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

Section A.  Officers:

Elected officers of this Federation shall be President, a First Vice President, a Second Vice President, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, and a District Director from each District.  A member shall not hold more than one elected office at a time.
Section B.  Election of Officers:


1.
The officers who shall be elected at the Biennial Convention are as follows: 


President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, 


Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer.


2.
District Directors shall be elected by the clubs within each district at a District 


meeting and shall be installed at the Biennial Convention.

Section C.  Term of Office:


1.
An officer candidate may not simultaneously run for more than one office.


2.
Officers shall serve for two years.  No officer shall serve more than two 



consecutive terms in the same office except the Treasurer may serve in the same 


office with no term limit.  The term shall be from January 1 following the election 

through December 31 two years hence.  Installation ceremony does not affect the 


time at which the new officers assume their duties.

3.
Officers shall serve until their successors take office.

Section D.  Eligibility:

1.
All candidates for elected offices and appointed positions of the OFRW shall be 


members in good standing of an active club.

2.
The candidate for President shall have served a minimum of four (4) years on the 


OFRW Board of Directors.


3.
The candidates for District Director shall have experience on the OFRW Board 


of  Directors.

Section E.  Duties of the Officers:


1.
The duties of the President shall be:



a.
to preside at all meetings of the Federation, the Board of Directors, and the 


Executive Committee;



b.
to appoint all committee chairs except the Nominating Committee, with 



the approval of the newly elected officers;



c.
to attend all NFRW Board meetings and conventions;



d.
ex officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee;


e.
to appoint a member with parliamentary knowledge to serve as 




parliamentarian;



f.
prepare and deliver the Official Call to the Board of Directors for the 



Biennial Convention at least 45 days prior to the Biennial Convention.  



Club members shall be notified by their club president;


g.
prepare and deliver the Official Call to the Executive Committee and 



Board of Directors for the Executive Committee and Board of Directors 



meetings at least 30 days prior to the Executive Committee and Board of 



Directors meetings. Club members shall be by their club president;


h.
to co-sign checks with the Treasurer or Recording Secretary;



i.
to appoint at the last Board of Directors meeting of each year a committee 



of three (3) members to audit the books of the OFRW Treasurer prior to 



the Spring Board of Directors meeting. The Audit Committee shall 



present a report at the Spring 
Board of Directors meeting; and



j.
to supply to Officers, Standing Committee Chairmen and the 




Parliamentarian an outline of their responsibilities upon assuming their 



offices and chairmanships.


2.
The duties of the First Vice President shall be:



a.
to perform the duties of the President in her absence and such other duties 



as may be assigned by the President;


b.
to assist with club retention and development; and


c.
to conduct a Presidents Round Table prior to each Board of Directors 



meeting.

3.
The duties of the Second Vice President shall be:



a.
to perform the duties of the President in the absence of the First Vice 



President and such other duties as may be assigned by the President; and



b.
to train, coordinate and advise the District Directors.


4.
The duties of the Recording Secretary shall be:



a.
to record the minutes of all meetings of the Federation and deliver to the 



members of the body in which they originate within 30 days unless 



otherwise ordered;



b.
to perform such duties as may be assigned to her by the President;



c.
to be the second signature on instruments so required in the absence of the 



Treasurer or the President; and



d.
to create and maintain a permanent file of the original Charter of all clubs.





5.
The duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be:



a.
to conduct correspondence as requested by the President; 



b.
to be the Historian; and


c.
to perform such duties as may be assigned to her by the President.


6.
The duties of the Treasurer shall be:



a.
the custodian of all funds;



b.
to co-sign checks with the President or the Recording Secretary;



c.
to  disburse funds as directed by the Board of Directors;



d.
to keep accurate account of all receipts and disbursements;



e.
to give a detailed written report at all meetings;



f.
to collect all funds and deposit them in a bank which is a member of the 



Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the Federal Savings and Loan 



Insurance Corporation approved by the Executive Committee;



g.
to make required reports to NFRW;



h.
computer literate;



I.
to prepare financial statements and budgets;



j.
to submit the books for audit at the end of each calendar year;



k.
maintain a Debit Card against the General Account. See Standing Rules 



#13.

7.
The duties of the District Directors shall be:



a. 
the liaison between their respective District Clubs  and the Second Vice 



President;



b.
to visit all clubs in their District and report to the Board of Directors at 



regularly scheduled meetings 
of the OFRW;



c.
to hold at least one District meeting each year.  The meeting in the odd 



year shall include the election of a District Director who will take 




office January 1 of the even numbered year. Installation occurs at the 



OFRW Convention; 



d.
to present a written report to the Recording Secretary following their oral 



report to the Board of Directors; and  


e.
coordinate with the OFRW President for Convention planning.
Section F.  Records:

Officers and Committee Chairmen shall deliver all records, files, and properties of the organization to their successors upon retiring from office, or not later than the first OFRW Board meeting following election.  
Section G.  Vacancies:


1.
Following a written resignation (except by death) from an elected officer, with the 

exception of a District Director, the President shall assign the duties of the office 


to a qualified OFRW member until the next meeting of the Board of Directors 


when the vacancy shall be filled by election.  Notice of such vacancy shall be 


delivered to each member of the Board of Directors with the Official Call for the 


meeting.


2.
In the case of District Directors, a District meeting shall be called by the OFRW 


President for the purpose of electing a new District Director within 90 days.

ARTICLE VI - COMMITTEES

Section A.  Standing Committees:


1.
The chairmen of Standing Committees shall be appointed by the President subject 

to the approval of the newly elected officers.  Such Standing Committees shall be 


created as deemed necessary to promote the objectives and to carry out the work 


of the OFRW.  They may include the following: Bylaws & 
Resolutions, 



Campaign & Elections, Legislation & Research, Membership, Public 



Relations/Media, Program/Events, and Fundraising/Opportunities.

2.
The chairmen of Standing Committees shall outline programs of action in their 


respective fields for consideration by the Executive Committee at the first 



Executive Committee meeting.


3.
The chairmen of Standing Committees shall present a written report to the 



Recording Secretary following their oral report to the Board of Directors.


4.
Only Standing Committee chairmen shall be counted for quorum and vote at 


Board of Directors meetings and Convention.

Section B.  Special Committees:

1.
Special Committees may be created by the President, the Executive Committee, 


the Board of Directors, or the Convention.


2.
Chairmen of Special Committees shall be appointed by the President.


3.
The Budget Committee shall consist of the Treasurer, President, the two Vice 


Presidents, and the Immediate Past President.  The Treasurer shall be the 



Chairman.  The Committee shall present a proposed budget to the Executive 


Committee which then recommends the budget to the Board of Directors at the 


last meeting of the year for adoption.  The proposed budget to be delivered with 


the Official Call.
ARTICLE VII - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section A.  Executive Committee:

1.
The Executive Committee shall consist of:



a.
Six elected State Officers;



b.
District Directors; and


c.
Immediate Past President of the OFRW, provided that:




1)
She is currently a resident of the State of Oregon; and



2)
She is a member in good standing of an OFRW club

2.
The Executive Committee shall meet prior to meetings of the Board of Directors.  


Upon six (6) days notice, special meetings of the Executive Committee may be 


called by the President or at the written request of five (5) members.  Purpose of 


the meeting to be stated in the Call and no other business to be transacted.


3.
In the event a properly called Executive Committee meeting has to be canceled 


due to circumstances beyond the control of the OFRW, then it shall be acceptable 


to hold said meeting by an approved electronic means with seven (7) days notice 


being given to all the members of the Executive Committee.  This section does 


not apply to a meeting required by these bylaws that has not already been called.

4.
The Executive Committee shall have full power and authority over 
transactions of 

the affairs of the OFRW between Conventions.


5.
One-third (1/3) of the members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a 


quorum.

Section B.  Board of Directors;


1.
The voting body of the Board of Directors shall be:



a.
Six elected State Officers;



b.
District Directors;



c.
Presidents of Clubs;



d.
Chairmen of Standing Committees;



e.
Any Past President of the OFRW,  provided 
that:




1)
She is currently a resident of the State of Oregon; and



2)
She is a member in good standing of an OFRW club; she shall 




have no Proxy; and


f.
The Oregon Republican National Committee Woman, provided that she is 



a member in good standing of an OFRW club.  She shall have no proxy.

2.
In the event the President of a Club cannot attend meetings of the Board of 


Directors, a member of her club may be appointed proxy.  Forms for proxies shall 

be included in the Official Call to the meeting.


3.
Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at least twice in the even 



numbered years and at least one meeting in the odd numbered year in addition to 


the Board of Directors meeting held in conjunction with the Biennial Convention.


4.
In the event a properly called Board of Directors meeting has to be canceled 


due to circumstances beyond the control of the OFRW, then it shall be acceptable 


to hold said meeting by an approved electronic means with seven (7) days notice 


being given to all the members of the Board of Directors.  This section does not 


apply to a meeting required by these bylaws that has not already been called.


5.
The Board of Directors shall meet following an Executive Committee meeting.



Upon six (6) days notice, special meetings of the Board of Directors may be 


called by the President or at the written request of five (5) members.  Purpose of 


the meeting to be stated in the Call and no other business to be transacted.

6.
No member of the Board of Directors shall receive payment for services in the 


OFRW.  All members of the Board of Directors shall be voting members in good 


standing of a Club.


7.
One-third (1/3) of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a 


quorum.
ARTICLE VIII - NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS AND INSTALLATIONS

Section A.  Nominating Committee:


1.
A Nominating Committee of five (5) members with two (2) alternates shall be 


elected by the Board of Directors at the last meeting of the calendar year 



preceding the Biennial Convention.  The members of the committee shall elect a 


chairman and a secretary from their own number immediately after election.  


Alternates may attend meetings without a vote.


2.
A copy of the report of the Nominating Committee shall be included with the 


Official Call to the Convention.


3.
No one shall be nominated who has not given consent to serve.


4.
No more than two (2) members of the Nominating Committee can be nominated 


for an office in that year.

Section B.  Elections:


1.
The chairman of the Credentials Committee shall furnish to the Chairman of the 


Tellers Committee no later than one (1) hour before presentation of the slate of 


officers for election a list of those entitled to vote.


2.
Nominations may be made from the floor at the Biennial Convention with the 


consent of the nominee and the written endorsement of her club.


3.
Elections shall be by ballot at the Biennial Convention, and a majority of all votes 

cast shall constitute an election.  When there is only one candidate for an office, 


election may be by voice.


4.
Each delegate shall drop her own ballot into a ballot box.


5.
Only voting members of a federated club are eligible to be a delegate or alternate 


to an OFRW or NFRW Convention or to hold an office.

Section C.  - Installations:

Installation of newly elected officers and District Directors shall be during the Biennial Convention.

ARTICLE IX - OFRW BIENNIAL CONVENTION

Section A.  Location and Date:

1.
The Convention shall be held in the fall in the odd numbered year.


2.
The OFRW President and District Directors shall determine the location and 


date of the Biennial Convention to be presented at the Spring Executive 



Committee meeting of the even numbered year.  (See Policies and Procedures 


Manual #3)

3.
An Official Call shall be issued to the Board of Directors 45 days prior to the 


Convention.

Section B.   Eligibility:


1.
A Club must be in good standing to be eligible for representation at the Biennial 


Convention.  A Club's delegate representation shall be based on dues received by 


the OFRW Treasurer postmarked no later than 60 days prior to the Biennial 


Convention date.

2.
Delegates and alternates to the Convention must be members in good standing of 


a Club in the OFRW.

Section C.  Representation:


1.
The voting body of the Convention shall be:



a.
Six elected State Officers;



b.
District Directors;



c.
Chairmen of OFRW Standing Committees;



d.
Presidents of Clubs or their alternate;



e.
Any OFRW Past President, as defined in Article VII, Section B. 1, e; 



and


f.
The Oregon Republican National Committee Woman, provided she is a 



member in good standing of an OFRW Club.  

2.
One delegate for each 25 members or major fraction thereof from each Club 


based on the payment of dues received by the OFRW Treasurer postmarked no 


later than 60 days prior to Convention.


3.
A Club is entitled to an alternate for each delegate selected.  There shall be no 


alternates for State Officers, District Directors, Standing Committee Chairman or 


the Oregon Republican National Committee Woman.

4.
Delegates and alternates shall be selected in a manner determined by each 
Club. 


The Club President shall send the names, address, zip codes, phone numbers and 


e-mails of the delegates and alternates to the Credentials Chairman on Credential 


forms furnished by the OFRW, postmarked no later than 15 days prior to the 


Convention.

Section D.  Voting:

The Convention shall be open to all members of the OFRW and guests upon payment of required registration, but only accredited delegates shall be entitled to vote, offer motions, or debate.  Delegates are defined in Article IX, Section C.  Each delegate is entitled to one (1) vote.  There shall be no proxy voting.
Section E.  Convention Committee:


1.
The President shall appoint all necessary committees and officials for the 



Convention.  Every effort shall be made to involve all Clubs.

2.
The Convention committees shall include but are not limited to:



a.
Credentials;



b.
Hostess; includes, doorkeepers, Sergeant-at-arms, etc.; 


c. 
Program; 



d.
Rules;



e.
Tellers;



f.
Timekeeper.


3.
The OFRW President shall provide the Convention Chair with a Convention 


Manual to use as a guide.  See Policies and Procedure #3.
Section F.  Quorum:
A majority of the delegates attending and credentialed at the Convention shall constitute a quorum for the Convention providing that more than 50% of the Clubs in OFRW are represented.
Section G.  Minutes:

Minutes of the Convention shall be approved by the Executive Committee at their first meeting following the Convention.
ARTICLE X - NFRW BIENNIAL CONVENTION

Section A.  Election of Delegate-at-large/alternate-at-large:


1.
Election of delegate-at-large and alternate-at-large shall be held at the first OFRW 

meeting in the calendar year in which the NFRW Convention is held.


2.
All OFRW members in good standing are eligible to be delegate-at-large or 


alternate-at-large.


3.
If an interested member is not in attendance at the meeting when the election is 


held, with written consent their name may be placed in nomination for delegate-


at-large or alternate-at-large.


4.
All nominees run as delegate-at-large.  If not elected as delegate-at-large they 


may serve as alternate-at-large. 

5.
Alternates-at-large (if available) fill vacancy in the delegation in the order in 


which they were elected 

6.
In the case that there are no alternates-at-large to fill a vacancy in the delegation, 


the OFRW President shall appoint a qualified member to fill said vacancy.

ARTICLE XI - RESOLUTION

Section A.

A resolution shall be submitted in writing to the OFRW Resolutions Chair and shall have been approved by a majority vote at a meeting of the sponsoring Club, and a copy must be sent to each member of the Resolutions Committee at least 75 days prior to the Board of Directors meeting or Convention.

Section B.

The resolution in writing must be sent to each member of the Board of Directors at least 45 days prior to the Board of Directors meeting or Convention (except for emergency resolutions) by the sponsoring Club.

Section C.
An emergency resolution in proper form and with copies furnished to the voting body may be declared by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors or Convention and, when so declared, may be introduced from the floor and voted on immediately.

Section D.
Courtesy resolutions shall be exempt from these rules.

ARTICLE XII - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the OFRW in all cases in which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws and NFRW Bylaws.

ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENTS

Section A.  Timeline:

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at the annual fall Board of Directors meeting or at the Board of Directors meeting concurrent with the Biennial Convention provided notice of the proposed amendments(s) or revision(s) have been sent to the Board of Directors with the Official Call 30 days prior to the meeting in which they are to voted on, or 45 days prior to Convention.

Section B.  Adoption:

When amendments of these Bylaws become necessary by action of NFRW, the Bylaws Committee is authorized to conform these Bylaws in accordance therewith, and such amendments shall have the same effect as if adopted by the voting members at any Fall Board of Directors meeting in accordance with the provisions of Article A of this Article.

ARTICLE XIV - DISSOLUTION

In the event of dissolution of this organization, all of its assets after payment of all costs and expenses of such dissolution shall be distributed to the National Federation of Republican Women.  No funds shall inure to the benefit of any member.
Amended 10/13/2023  
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