NATION Trump’s lawyers
urge dismissal of ‘flimsy
impeachment case A6

’

DIVERSIONS ‘Parasite’
wins at SAGs, so do Pitt,
Aniston B5

THE DAILY ADVANCE

Tuesday, January 21, 2020

WWW. DAILYADVANCE.COM

$1.50

Rivers urges action in King

ECSU grad: US still facing
challenges to voting rights

BY REGGIE PONDER
Staff Writer

The youngest member of
the North Carolina Martin
Luther King Jr. Commission
challenged local residents
Monday to take action on
issues such as health care,
education and voting rights.

After telling a Martin
Luther King Jr. Day assem-
bly at her home church,
Olive Branch Missionary
Baptist, that “it feels good
to be here,” Kiana Rivers
said “my purpose is for ev-
eryone here today to leave
feeling the urgency to take
true civil action.”

Rivers, a 2017 graduate of
Elizabeth
City State
University
slated to
graduate in
May from
the N.C.
Central
University
School of
Law, was
the speaker at a service that
capped a day of activities in
Elizabeth City commemo-
rating King’s life and legacy.

RIVERS

addres
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Participants in the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day March cross the Charles Creek Bridge on Riverside
Avenue on their way to Charles Creek Park, Monday. At the park, the crowd heard remarks by Fourth Ward City
Councilman Johnnie Walton. Many march participants later attended an assembly at Olive Branch Missionary
Baptist Church, where they heard remarks by N.C. Martin Luther King Jr. Commission member and city native,

Kiana Rivers.

Rivers’ mother noted in
introducing her daughter
at Monday’s service that
she had spoken at the Mar-
tin Luther King Day obser-
vance once before — 11
years ago.

“Martin Luther King Day
in Elizabeth City, N.C., my
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hometown, is not a day of
remembrance,” Rivers said.
“It is not a day to just talk

about the issues.”

Instead, she insisted, it
is a day for action, and to
commitment to action ev-
ery single day.

“It is time for us to be a
people of action,” Rivers
said.

After reviewing some

pivotal events in civil rights
history in the 1950s and
60s, including the 1963
March on Washington and
King’s “I Have a Dream”
speech delivered at that
march, Rivers said the Unit-

See RIVERS, A5

Senior: America losing sight of King’s message

70 take part in 1-mile King
Unity March in Camden

BY CHRIS DAY
Multimedia Editor

CAMDEN — A senior at
Camden Early College High
School warned Monday
that America seems to be
losing sight of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s message for
peace.

Tre'Nace Chamblee, key-
note speaker for Camden’s
19th annual King Unity Cel-
ebration at Camden County
High School, said she fears
violence is becoming too
prevalent in American so-
ciety.

“Every time we turn on
the news there is a report of
violence happening some-
where in America,” she
said. “From school shoot-
ings to church bombings,
from gang violence to gang

initiations, from suicides to
homicides, and most of all,
from love to hate.”

Violence is everywhere,
regardless if one is a wit-
ness to it or a victim of it,
Chamblee said.

“Just read you your local
newspaper and watch your
local news channels,” she
said.

Chamblee said King had
fought for a different kind
of America more than 50
years ago.

“Dr. King stood and
fought for a lot of things
throughout his life, such
as non-violence, a unified
America in which the color
of your skin would not be
an issue, and equal rights
for all people,” she said. “I
feel most importantly that
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
stood for social justice and
equality for everyone.”

She said she feared
America is losing sight of

King’s message for peace.
“Dr. King’s perception
of nonviolence is deterio-
rating rapidly from society,
churches, homes and fam-
ilies,” she said. “There is a
need for our communities
to band together, to pray
together and to stand up
for what is right in order
for change from violence to
nonviolence to take place.”
The picture isn't all
gloomy, however. There are
signs that some people are
putting King’s words to ac-
tion, Chamblee said.
“Organizations and civic
groups are still practicing
Dr. King’s method of nonvio-
lence through social change,
through symbolic protests,
civil disobedience,” she said,
citing PETA and members of
the LGBTQ groups as exam-
ples.
In closing, Chamblee
listed three actions people
can take to live up to King’s
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Tre’Nace Chamblee, a senior at Camden County Early
College High School, gives the keynote speech at

the county’s 19th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Unity
Celebration, in the cafeteria at Camden County High

School, Monday.

dream for peace and equal-
ity.
“One, try to make a dif-
ference in the world; two,
treat people the way you

want to be treated; and
three, do things which are
pleasing in God’s sight,”

See CAMDEN, A3

Barnes:
Unity can
address
injustice
ecale el colaporaton

BY PAUL NIELSEN
Staff Writer

Elizabeth City native
Harold Barnes knows
first hand the benefits of
people working together
to correct social and po-
litical injustices.

Speaking during Mon-
= day’s 18th
annual
% Martin

il Luther
| King Jr.
Communi-
| ty Break-
fast at the
K.E. White
Center,
Barnes
recounted how blacks
and whites have worked
together to address injus-
tice.

Barnes, an attorney,
was instrumental in chal-
lenging voting injustices
in the city, Pasquotank
County and other coun-
ties across North Caro-
lina that eventually re-
sulted in more African
Americans being elected
to office.

“This is a great day in
the Harbor of Hospital-
ity,” Barnes said at the
breakfast sponsored by
the local branch of the
National Association of
University Women. “As I
look out over this crowd,
I see the faces of those
who fought long and hard
to make sure we could
see this day.”

The current ward sys-
tem that ended at-large
voting in Elizabeth City
elections for selecting
members of City Council
was a result of the work
Barnes helped lead while
head of the local chapter
of the NAACP back in
1984. Barnes said a col-
laborate effort over two
years led to the change.

“We  brought suit
against the city of
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See BARNES, A3

One hundred-plus volunteer on King Day of Service

Residents donate their time
to food bank, Habitat store

BY PAUL NIELSEN
Staff Writer

Food Bank of the Albe-
marle in Elizabeth City re-
ceived some extra volunteer
help on Monday.

Several dozen people
joined the food bank’s reg-
ular volunteers for Mon-
day’s Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service, organizing
and packing food that will
be distributed to the food
bank’s various hunger relief
partners across a 15-county
region.
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The Day of Service is part
of the Martin Luther King
Jr. national holiday that fea-
tures people celebrating and
honoring the slain civil rights
leader and his legacy by giv-
ing back to their communi-
ties.

“It is great that we have
SO many community groups
and individuals that want
to come out and help,” said
Brian Gray, the food bank’s
communications and volun-
teers manager. “Maybe they
had the day off from work,
or school, and they came out
and gave back to the com-
munity. It greatly benefits us
and we can share with them
what the food bank does in

northeastern North Caroli-
na.”

Gray noted that for many
of the volunteers, Monday
was the first time they had
ever been to the food bank.
He said agency officials hope
“some of them will volunteer
for years to come.”

Almost a dozen members
of the Edenton-based Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority helped
out at the food bank with
volunteers from Elizabeth
City, Edenton and Plymouth
participating.

Jorice Webb-Manuel said
volunteering is part of the
sorority’s mission of service
to all mankind.

“We are doing this service
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project in honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.,” Webb-Man-
uel said. “The food bank
serves all the communities
that we serve as well, and
hunger is an issue in north-
eastern North Carolina. This
is a way we can give back
and help our fellow man.”
Across town, around 30
volunteers, including 20 Eliz-
abeth City State University
students, showed up for the

See SERVICE, A3
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Tracy Dotse (left) and Jermonte Flemings, both students
at Elizabeth City State University, volunteer at the
Elizabeth City Habitat for Humanity Sale Store on the
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service, Monday. More
than 100 ECSU students participated in the event.
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