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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For 

God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.” 
John 3:16-17 ESV 
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Rosa J. Young History 

Rosa J. Young was awarded an honorary doctorate by Concordia Theological Seminary during their commencement service in 
May 1961. She was both the first woman and the first African-American to be honored in this way by the Lutheran Church. 
Young led a life of service, accomplished so much to the Glory of God, and enabled others to do the same, including the 
following: 

• She taught more than 2,000 students, impacting their lives forever with her faith and her belief in the importance of 
education, at a time when education for children of sharecroppers was limited. 
• Many of her students entered the Holy Ministry or became parochial school teachers at her urging, impacting many 
others with their fidelity to her vision. 
• She wrote her autobiography, Light in the Dark Belt, bringing her life story to the reader. 
• She was influential in the founding of the Alabama Lutheran Academy and College in Selma, Ala., aimed at training 
students to become teachers and preparing young men to continue their education at seminary. 
• That educational institution, known as Concordia College Alabama, Selma, Ala., provided affordable education to 
young men and women from its founding in 1922 until its closure in 2018. 
• Many of her students moved north during the Great Migration and founded churches, which extended her ministry 
throughout the country. 

 
The First Rosa [OFFICIAL] Full-Length Film 

Rosa Parks is well known to history. But there was another Rosa, “a black teacher with liberating dreams,” with an inspiring 
story of her own. “The First Rosa,” produced by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, is a film that will enlighten the Church 
to Dr. Rosa J. Young’s remarkable history as a pioneer Lutheran educator and missionary who, alongside the Rev. Nils J. Bakke, 
planted dozens of historically black Lutheran schools and chapels in the American South. See the long odds they faced—
struggles with strident critics, the Ku Klux Klan, even an invasion of boll weevils—before emerging with a glorious victory. 
 
 
   This film may be watched at this link: 
 

https://vimeo.com/157626572 
 

http://www.cph.org/searchnew.aspx?searchterm=light+in+the+dark+belt
https://vimeo.com/157626572
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             Ash Wednesday 
February 18, 2026 

 
Ash Wednesday in the Lutheran 
Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
marks the beginning of Lent, a period 
of penance, prayer, and reflection 
leading up to Easter. It is a day of 
introspection on human mortality 
and the need for spiritual renewal, 
symbolized by the imposition of 
ashes on the forehead, which 
represents repentance and the dust 
of our mortal bodies. The ashes are 
derived from the burning of palm 
branches from the previous Palm 
Sunday, and the phrase "Remember: 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return" is often recited during the ceremony. This day 
sets the tone for the 40 days of Lent, during which believers are encouraged to engage in 
acts of service and prayer. 

Holy Week 2026 
 

Holy Week 2026 will be observed from  
March 29 to April 6. Here are the key dates: 

• Palm Sunday: March 29, 2026. 

• Maundy Thursday: April 2, 2026. 

• Good Friday: April 3, 2026. 

• Holy Saturday: April 4, 2026. 

• Easter Sunday: April 5, 2026.  

• Holy Monday: April 6, 2026. 

 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7789a8db11ba21a5c4d6bbebd71a589ef61b885a756f8a097282a234d8896c5dJmltdHM9MTc2OTk5MDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0c07b76f-f1d9-69ba-3bfe-a3e5f078682d&psq=holy+week+2026&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXliaWJsZXNvbmcuY29tL2hvbHktd2Vlay0yMDI2LWRhdGVz&ntb=1
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Contact Information 
 

Church: 
700 N. Air Depot Blvd. 

Midwest City, Oklahoma 73110 
Phone (405) 732-2585 

Website: www.MyLutheran.church 
 

Church Services: 
Sunday Worship: 8:00AM & 10:30AM 

Bible Study & Sunday School: 9:15AM 
 

Wednesday Midweek: 
Confirmation, 5:00pm 

Fellowship Meal, 5:30pm 
Adult Bible Study  6:00pm – 7:00pm 

& Children’s Class 
 

School: 
Phone (405) 732-0070 

Fax (405) 732-3977 
Website: www.MyLutheran.school 
E-mail: schoolsecretary@gslok.org 

School Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:15 AM - 3:45 PM 

 
Early Childhood Center: 

Phone (405) 732-7667 
Fax (405) 732-3977 

Website: www.MyLutheran.school 
E-mail: eccdirector@gslok.org 
Early Childhood Center Hours: 

Mon-Fri: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
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