A Reading from the Book of Samuel

Then Saul said, "Let us go down after the Philistines by night and despoil them until the
morning light; let us not leave a man of them." And they said, "Do whatever seems good
to you." But the priest said, "Let us draw near hither to God." And Saul inquired of God,
"Shall I go down after the Philistines? Wilt thou give them into the hand of Israel?" But
he did not answer him that day.

And Saul said, "Come hither, all you leaders of the people; and know and see how this
sin has arisen today. For as the LORD lives who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my
son, he shall surely die."

But there was not a man among all the people that answered him. Then he said to all
Israel, "You shall be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side."
And the people said to Saul, "Do what seems good to you." Therefore Saul said, "O
LORD God of Israel, why hast thou not answered thy servant this day? If this guilt is in
me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of Israel, give Urim; but if this guilt is in thy
people Israel, give Thummim." And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people
escaped. Then Saul said, "Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan." And Jonathan
was taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, "Tell me what you have done." And Jonathan told
him, "I tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand; here [ am, I will
die." And Saul said, "God do so to me and more also; you shall surely die, Jonathan."
Then the people said to Saul, "Shall Jonathan die, who has wrought this great victory in
Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the
ground; for he has wrought with God this day." So the people ransomed Jonathan, that he
did not die.



A Reading from the Book of Romans

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and
we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.
While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man -- though perhaps for a good man one will
dare even to die. But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be
saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved
by his life. Not only so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received our reconciliation.



