
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Big Canoe has been busy with volunteers and making our church and grounds look wonderful. Here are 
a few of the many thank you's. 
 

Cemetery: Matt for painting and fixing the fence, Steve for patching up holes, Laurie and kids for 
cleaning tombstones and the concrete crew of Steve, Earl, Jack, James, Alex, Bailey, Nathan, 
Matt, Bob, Carey, and Tammy.    
 

The Church grounds: A BIG thank you to Bob for all the extra's he puts into the church and the 
grounds.  Thank you to the crew that helped weed, spread new mulch, paint in the playground and trim 
the front bushes: Matt and family, Emma, Steve, Laurie, Carey, Tammy, Rita & Bob. 
 

Thank you to Bob T. & Tammy for helping Bob Maroushek with the utility shed doors, to Dee & Ben 
Wyatt, Emma, and Sue for taking another trailer load of furniture to Central Furniture Rescue in Cedar 
Rapids, to Bill Stoen for videotaping services and keeping the Facebook page up to date, to the quilters 
for all the beautiful quilts you have made and donated to all the special places: CFR, Gundersen 
Tweeten Care Center, Highland church, etc., to Dawn, Nic,  Rhonda, Shirley and all the extra unknown 
people that help Bob inside the church. 
 

Gods work our hands!!!! Thank you so much. 
 
The Highland WELCA would like to thank all that helped in any way and/or attended our Ice Cream 
Social.  We tried a couple of different things this year and it seemed to work well.  We couldn't do it 
without you! 
 

Highland is offering gravestone cleaning. There is a special solution that will not damage the 
stones.  MANY seemingly mild or common household cleaners can be very damaging. This also helps 
to prevent mold and 'stuff' from growing on new stones as well. Please contact a council member or 
cemetery committee member and we will get you on the list. We will NOT be doing any stones at this 
time unless there is a request.   
 

Lenten Round Robin planning meeting will be September 17 at 1:30 pm at Burr Oak Lutheran Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Big Canoe & Highland Lutheran Churches 
1381 Big Canoe Road    3824 Highlandville Road 

Decorah, IA 52101    Decorah, IA 52101 
563-546-7974     563-735-5974 

N E W S L E T T E R  
SEPTEMBER WORSHIP TIMES - Big Canoe 10:00 a.m. 

 

Highland Labor Day Event 
September 4, 11:00 to 1:00. 
Scalloped potatoes & ham, 

assorted salads,   
bars/desserts.    
A craft fair too! 

Shared Ministry Meeting at Big Canoe Lutheran Church 
October 8 at 1:30 p.m. 

Ideas or want to work with our neighboring churches? 
Discussion on training for Caring Callers, those willing to go in pairs 

to visit the elderly & sick, World Day of Prayer service in March. 
The group is willing to focus on what you feel is important. 

Big Canoe WELCA Bake/Garage Sale at Big Canoe 
Saturday, September 30th from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. 

Items for the garage sale drop off at church by Friday am & 
baked goods by 8:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. 

Items that could be advertised, please call Emma at 563-419-4222. 



Big Canoe Lutheran Church Council Mee2ng Minutes - August 6, 2023 
 

The Big Canoe church council met for its regular monthly mee5ng following services at Highland Lutheran 
Church.  Members in a>endance were:  Vern Whitaker, Pat O’Regan, Steve Emery, Brian Bigler, Rita Thomas, 
Treasurer Laurie Emery and Pastor Gies. 

Since Pastor was unavailable at the beginning of the mee5ng opening devo5ons were omi>ed. 

Secretary’s minutes were approved as read. 

Treasurer showed a balance of $1,366.53 on hand.  Report placed on file. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Pat reported that he is checking with Farmer’s Union Co-Op about contrac5ng LP for the winter.  The contract 
writer is on vaca5on, but will write the contract upon return to work. 

Laurie men5oned that since “Focus on the Family” is no longer inserted in the bulle5n most end up in the 
recycling bin.  AXer discussion of op5ons, Steve mo5oned, and Vern seconded, that we dispense with the 
insert.  Mo5on passed. 

Discussion was held on the janitor’s job.  Bob does the mowing of the church and janitor’s yards, opens the 
church, and monitors the humidifiers. (He had to replace one of them last week.)  Pat mo5oned, seconded by 
Steve, that instead of a regular salaried contract Bob be allowed to remain in the house without rent and 
con5nue his du5es.  The church will compensate him in November with a bonus.  The mo5on passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

On August 30, 2023, the Call Commi>ee will be doing a video about the church.  This video will be submi>ed to 
the Synod for considera5on.   

There was discussion about doing a joint Highland-Big Canoe float for Steam Engine days.  No resolu5on was 
reached. 

Our outside service on September 17, 2023, will be led by the youth of the Congrega5on. 

Anna Jetson is proposing that BC-HI try an intergenera5onal Sunday School.  AXer discussion the council 
decided that this would be a great idea and that we should get behind it.  This will be discussed between the 
churches and we will figure out a way to proceed. 

Tor Oksnevad and Bill Stoen did an inspec5on of the church tuckpoin5ng.  They used the theory of “needs vs. 
wants”.  Bill will begin applying for grants and we needed the reference for gedng bids for the job. 

The date and 5mes of council mee5ngs was discussed.  Pastor Gies would like us to coordinate with Highland 
and see if we could hold both council mee5ngs on the same day with the possibility of a few more joint 
mee5ngs.  This will be discussed between both councils. 

Confirma5on classes were discussed.  There is some ques5on about how the classes will be handled now that 
Pastor Adam is gone.  We need to get into contact with Shelly Bigler to check about arrangements with the 
other churches.  

Communion for shut-in training and training for service presenta5on will begin in September.  Let council 
members know if you would like to par5cipate. 

Pat mo5oned, Rita seconded, that we adjourn.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respecfully Submi>ed, Rita Thomas, Secretary 

 

  

 



  Highland Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes - August 6, 2023 
 
Call to Order - President, Steve Langland called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  
In attendance were President Steve Langland, Karen Erickson, Virginia Karlsbroten, Darlene Larson, Mark 
Sollien, Al Erickson and Anna Jetson.  Guest Tammy Nordheim. 
Anna Jetson led us in a short devotion and opening prayer. 
Steve indicated he had four topics he wanted to discuss today: 

1. The Krohus family left money to repaint the outside cellar doors.  Steve talked to the Ladstens about an 
estimate.  Dan is researching the cost of interior steel doors for the basement.  They may need to be 
custom made. 

2. Dorothy Karlsbroten would like to have the padding and covering on the communion rail redone.  
Steven indicated that perhaps the chairs should also be redone so that they match the rail.  Money 
could be taken from the improvement fund if needed.  Steve will obtain an estimate from 
Timmerman’s out of Decorah and let Dorothy know the cost of the rail and chairs. 

3. Steve asked if we should consider repainting the lectern, perhaps repair, redo the varnish and repaint.  
Steve will get costs and report back. 

4. Virginia reached out to Pastor Dave to have him review our church profile.  He made a few suggestions.  
He questioned the benefits listed and whether or not they should include Sabbatical.   We will need to 
review the guidelines.  Steve informed us that we are part of a pilot project for the Synod.  The Pastor 
Bracket will be taking drone pictures of Big Canoe and Highland churches.  He will be here on August 
30th for congregation questions and comments about our church. 
 

Other Matters: 
1. Virginia reported that a few of us attended the stone cleaning demo last Sunday at Big Canoe. Very 

interesting.  You are not to use any chemicals on the stones as that will damage them.  D2 is what the 
professional used.  She put the question to us if we should buy the product and have a workday to 
clean our stones. We could get grant monies or Thrivent monies too.  We could also hire the 
professionals to clean them for us.   We will put something in the newsletter as we do not want to 
upset anyone if they for some reason do not want their family stone cleaned.   

2. Steven indicated that we should bet Sparkle wash here again next spring to clean the exterior of the 
church. 

3. We discussed landscaping updates. 
4. Anna informed us that she has written a proposal for an intergeneration Sunday School and wants 

council approval to proceed.  Tammy Nordine indicated that Big Canoe is holding a Young Family 
Revival on September 17th. The Youth will be doing everything for the service. All are welcome. 

5. Anna suggested that we think about switching Feb and July in the schedule for services, so we’d have 
air in the summer with services being in Highland June, July and August and paved roads in the winter. 

6. Communion servers for August:  8-6 Virginia and Steve; 8-13 Mark and Darlene. 
7. Anna handed out the most recent financial reports.  Motion by Mark and seconded by Darlene to 

approve.  Motion carried. 
8. Brenda Gullickson, Steve and Karen will review the old children’s books we have and see what we can 

donate and should keep.   Karen will lead. 
9. Baptism/Death Updates:  One death Steven Selness – May 27th.  No baptisms and no transfers. 

There being no further business motion by Virginia and second by Darlene to adjourn.  Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:46 AM.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Darlene Larson-Sollien, Secretary 





~
 S

ha
re

d M
in

ist
ry

 Ne
ws

le
tte

r ~
 

  S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

02
3 

 

UP
CO

MI
NG

 S
HA

RE
D 

MI
NI

ST
RY

 
ME

ET
IN

GS
: 

 

SU
ND

AY
, S

EP
TE

MB
ER

 17
TH

: 
1:

30
 p

m
:  

Le
nt

en
 R

ou
nd

 
Ro

bi
n 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 M
ee

tin
g 

in
 

Bu
rr

 O
ak

 
 

SU
ND

AY
, O

CT
OB

ER
 8

TH
 

1:
30

 p
m

—
 S

ha
re

d 
M

in
is

tr
y 

M
ee

tin
g 

at
 B

ig
 C

an
oe

.  
Al

l 
ar

e 
w

el
co

m
e 

to
 a

tt
en

d 
 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
*T

o 
su

bm
it 

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fo

r t
he

 m
on

th
ly 

Sh
ar

ed
 M

in
ist

ry
 n

ew
sle

tte
r, 

 
pl

ea
se

 e
m

ail
  L

ind
a 

Fo
ls

ta
d 

at
  

lin
da

.fo
lst

ad
49

@g
m

ail
.co

m
 

By
: S

ep
te

m
be

r 6
th

 fo
r t

he
  

Oc
to

be
r 2

02
3 

 N
ew

sle
tte

r 
  

 

Hi
gh

lan
d 

Lu
th

er
an

 C
hu

rc
h 

(3
82

4 
Hi

gh
lan

dv
ille

 R
oa

d 
~ 

De
co

ra
h, 

IA
) 

 

la
b

o
r

 d
a

y
 l

u
n

c
h

e
o

n
 &

 s
il

e
n

t
 a

u
c

t
io

n
 

Se
pt

em
be

r 4
, 2

02
3 

 

M
ea

l 
1

1
:0

0
 a

m
—

1
:0

0
 p

m
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
m

e
n

u
:  

Sc
al

lo
pe

d
 P

ot
at

oe
s 

&
 H

am
   

  R
om

m
eg

ro
t 

~
 A

ss
or

te
d

 S
al

ad
s 

~
 D

es
se

rt
s 

 

Ad
ul

ts
:  $

12
  C

hi
ld

re
n 

5-
12

:  $
7 

 U
nd

er
 12

: F
RE

E 
Ca

rr
y 

ou
ts

 av
ail

ab
le 

~ 
Ev

er
yo

ne
 w

elc
om

e!
 

C
om

e 
a

nd
 jo

in
 u

s 
fo

r: 
   

 

Su
nd

ay
, S

ep
te

m
be

r 
17

, 2
02

3 
~ 

3:
00

—
5:

00
 p

m
 

  *
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
*  

    
 

Al
l a

re
  

in
vi

te
d 

to
 

jo
in

 u
s f

or
 

Bi
bl

e 
St

ud
y 

he
ld

 
at

  H
ig

h-
la

nd
  L

ut
he

ra
n 

Ch
ur

ch
  

Se
pt

em
be

r 
15

th
 a

t  
9:

30
 a

m
!  

 T
he

 B
ib

le
 

St
ud

y 
Gr

ou
p 

co
ns

is
ts

 o
f 

w
om

en
 fr

om
 a

re
a 

ch
ur

ch
es

 w
ho

 m
ee

t o
n 

th
e 

se
co

nd
  

Fr
id

ay
 o

f e
ac

h 
m

on
th

.   
Di

sc
us

si
on

 ce
nt

er
s 

ar
ou

nd
 B

ib
le

 st
ud

ie
s i

n 
th

e 
GA

TH
ER

 M
ag

az
in

e,
 

an
 E

LC
A 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
n.

  
Br

in
g 

a 
fr

ie
nd

! 

 

Su
n

d
ay

 W
or

sh
ip

 S
er

vi
ce

s 
~

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 

20
23

 

 
S

ep
te

m
be

r 
3 

S
ep

te
m

be
r 

10
 

 
S

ep
te

m
be

r 
17

 
S

ep
te

m
be

r 
24

 
  

H
ig

hl
an

d 
  B

ig
 C

an
oe

 
 

Pr
. W

ald
em

ar
 G

ies
, In

t. 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

am
 a

t 
B

ig
 C

an
oe

 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

am
 a

t 
B

ig
 C

an
oe

 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

am
 a

t 
B

ig
 C

an
oe

 
 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

am
 a

t 
B

ig
 C

an
oe

 
 

H
es

pe
r 

   
   

  
  B

ur
r 

O
ak

 
 Pr

. D
av

id 
We

rg
es

 
De

ac
on

:  

 1
0:

00
 a

m
 

   
   

   
8:

30
  a

m
 

 F
ol

lo
w

ed
 b

y 
 

C
of

fe
e 

H
ou

r 
 

St
ea

m
 E

ng
in

e 
D

ay
s 

E
cu

m
en

ic
al

 W
or

sh
ip

 
in

 M
ab

el
. A

t 9
:0

0.
  

N
o 

w
or

sh
ip

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
in

 B
ur

r 
O

ak
 o

r 
 

H
es

pe
r 

   
   

 

10
:0

0 
am

 
   

   
  

8:
30

 a
m

 
 F

ol
lo

w
ed

 b
y 

 C
of

fe
e 

H
ou

r 

10
:0

0 
am

. 
 

8:
30

 a
m

 
Fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
 

C
of

fe
e 

H
ou

r 

 G
le

nw
oo

d 
   C

an
oe

   
 

   
  R

id
ge

 
 W

el
co

m
e 

Pr
. M

at
th

ew
 R

os
sle

r! 

9:
30

 a
m

—
Jo

in
t  

W
or

sh
ip

/G
le

nw
oo

d.
 

 

Pr
. M

at
th

ew
 R

os
sl

er
 

 

8:
30

 a
m

—
Jo

in
t w

or
-

sh
ip

/C
an

oe
 R

id
ge

.  
 

Pr
. M

at
th

ew
 R

os
sl

er
 

 

9:
30

 a
m

—
Jo

in
t  

W
or

sh
ip

/G
le

nw
oo

d 
 

K
ri

st
in

 K
op

pe
ru

d-
St

in
n  

8:
30

 a
m

—
Jo

in
t  

w
or

sh
ip

 a
t  

C
an

oe
 R

id
ge

.  
 

 

K
ri

st
in

 K
op

pe
ru

d-
St

in
n  

S
t.

 J
oh

n’
s 

   
H

au
ge

 
  P

r. 
Ra

nd
y K

ittl
es

on
 

Jo
in

t W
or

sh
ip

 
9:

30
 a

m
 a

t 
St

. J
oh

n’
s 

.  
 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

  
9:

30
 a

m
 a

t 
H

au
ge

 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

 
9:

30
 a

m
 a

t  
St

. J
oh

n’
s 

Jo
in

t w
or

sh
ip

 
9:

30
 a

m
 a

t  
H

au
ge

 

W
eb

si
te

s:
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

w
w

w
.W

om
en

of
th

eE
LC

A.
or

g 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

w
w

w
.N

EI
As

yn
od

.o
rg

 
w

w
w

.b
ch

lu
th

er
an

.o
rg

  B
ig

 C
an

oe
/H

ig
hl

an
d 

Lu
th

er
an

 
w

w
w

.g
le

nw
oo

dl
ut

he
ra

n.
or

g 
  G

le
nw

oo
d/

C
an

oe
 R

id
ge

  
w

w
w

.b
oh

lu
th

er
an

.o
rg

  B
ur

r O
ak

/H
es

pe
r L

ut
he

ra
n 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

w
w

w
.h

au
ge

lu
th

er
an

.c
om

   
H

au
ge

/S
t. 

Jo
hn

’s
 L

ut
he

ra
n 

 

Sh
ar

ed
 M

in
ist

ry
 M

ee
tin

g 
Hi

gh
lig

ht
s—

Ju
ly 

23
, 2

02
3—

Hi
gh

lan
d 

Lu
th

er
an

 C
hu

rc
h 

 
Se

t d
at

es
 fo

r R
ou

nd
 R

ob
in 

Le
nt

en
 S

er
vic

es
 p

lan
nin

g 
an

d 
ne

xt 
Sh

ar
ed

 M
ini

str
y m

ee
tin

g 
 

Ca
m

pf
ire

 w
or

sh
ip 

se
rv

ice
s g

oin
g 

we
ll. 

 H
op

s &
 H

ym
ns

 n
ex

t S
ha

re
d 

M
ini

str
y f

ell
ow

sh
ip 

ev
en

t 
 

Di
sc

us
sio

n 
on

 P
lan

s f
or

 G
ro

wt
h—

tra
ini

ng
 L

ay
 p

er
so

ns
 to

 a
ss

ist
 p

as
to

rs 
in 

m
ini

str
y o

r b
e 

ab
le 

to
  

   
   

lea
d i

n s
om

e a
re

as
 in

 th
e p

as
tor

’s 
ab

se
nc

e. 
  A

re
as

 fo
r g

ro
wt

h w
er

e i
de

nti
fie

d a
nd

 fo
ur

 pr
ior

itiz
ed

:   
  

   
  1

) S
un

da
y S

er
vic

es
; 2

)  
Oc

ca
sio

na
l S

er
vic

es
; 3

) E
du

ca
tio

n;
  a

nd
 4

)  
Co

nn
ec

tin
g 

wi
th

 p
ar

tic
ipa

nt
s. 

  
 

M
at

er
ial

s a
re

 a
cc

es
sib

le 
an

d 
pa

sto
rs

 a
va

ila
ble

 fo
r t

ra
ini

ng
 la

y p
er

so
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

ab
ov

e. 
 

Di
sc

us
sio

n 
on

 p
os

sib
le 

fu
tu

re
 S

ha
re

d 
M

ini
str

y P
ro

jec
ts 

U
p

co
m

in
g 

 E
ve

n
ts

 
 

Se
pt

. 1
0:

  G
od

’s
 W

or
k,

 O
ur

 H
an

ds
—

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
E

LC
A

  D
ay

 o
f S

er
vi

ce
 

Se
pt

. 1
7:

   
R

ou
nd

 R
ob

in
 L

en
te

n 
w

or
sh

ip
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
 P

la
nn

in
g 

Se
pt

.  
19

-2
1:

  W
E

LC
A

 T
ri

en
ni

al
 C

on
ve

nt
io

n/
Ph

oe
ni

x 
Se

pt
.  

21
-2

4:
  W

E
LC

A
 T

ri
en

ni
al

 G
at

he
ri

ng
/P

ho
en

ix
 

O
ct

. 8
:  

   
 S

ha
re

d 
M

in
is

tr
y 

M
ee

ti
ng

  
N

ov
. 4

:  
   

LW
R

 I
ng

at
he

ri
ng

 a
t O

ls
on

 E
xp

lo
si

ve
s 

   
   

   
   

   
  i

n 
D

ec
or

ah
—

7:
30

—
10

:3
0 

am
 



Se
pt

em
be

r  
20

23
 

Su
nd

a
y 

M
o

nd
a

y 
Tu

e
sd

a
y 

W
e

d
ne

sd
a

y 
Th

ur
sd

a
y 

Fr
id

a
y 

Sa
tu

rd
a

y 

 
 

 
 

 
1 

2 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
Bi

g 
C

an
oe

 1
0:

00
 a

.m
. 

C
om

m
un

io
n 

  

Hi
gh

la
nd

 L
ab

or
 D

ay
 

Ev
en

t 
11

:0
0 

to
 1

:0
0 

 
 

 
Ha

nn
ah

 C
irc

le
 

1:
30

 p
.m

. 
Bi

g 
C

an
oe

 

 
 

 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

14
 

15
 

16
 

Bi
g 

C
an

oe
 1

0:
00

 a
.m

. 
C

om
m

un
io

n 
 

 
Bi

ng
o 

at
 T

w
et

en
 

Lu
th

er
an

 H
ea

lth
 

C
ar

e,
 S

pr
in

g 
G

ro
ve

 
1:

00
 p

.m
. 

Bi
g 

C
an

oe
 W

EL
C

A
 

Q
ui

lte
rs 

m
ee

t a
t 8

:3
0 

Lig
ht

 lu
nc

h 
at

 n
oo

n 
M

ee
tin

g 
at

 1
2:

30
 

 
G

at
he

r B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy

 
9:

30
 a

.m
. 

Hi
gh

la
nd

 
 

 

17
 

18
 

19
 

20
 

21
 

22
 

23
 

Yo
ut

h 
&

 Y
ou

ng
 F

am
ily

 
Re

vi
va

l S
er

vi
ce

 
Bi

g 
C

an
oe

 1
0:

00
 a

.m
. 

  

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

24
 

25
 

26
 

27
 

28
 

29
 

30
 

Bi
g 

C
an

oe
 1

0:
00

 a
.m

. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
Bi

g 
C

an
oe

 W
EL

C
A

 
G

ar
ag

e/
Ba

ke
 S

al
e 

9:
00

 - 
N

oo
n 

O
ct

ob
er

 1
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Hi
gh

la
nd

 1
0:

00
 a

.m
. 

C
om

m
un

io
n 

 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

  

Bi
g 

C
an

oe
 &

 H
ig

hl
an

d 
w

eb
sit

e:
 

w
w

w
.b

ch
lu

th
er

an
.o

rg
 


