
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Big Canoe & Highland Lutheran Churches          
Big Canoe – 1381 Big Canoe Road – Decorah, IA  52101  563-546-7974                                                                                                                  

Highland – 3824 Highlandville Road – Decorah, IA 52101   563-735-5974                                                                                          
Mailing address: Highland Lutheran Church P.O. Box 155 Highlandville, IA 52149   

   August   NEWSLETTER        2026 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Becker:                    
219-916-8535                                       

Email:  matthew.becker@valpo.edu                                          
Email for both churches:  

bchlutheran@gmail.com    

General Phone Number:                              
563-546-7974 

Unanswered calls will go directly to 
voicemail.  Please leave a detailed 

message with a call back number and 
it will be directed to the appropriate 

person to return your call. 

Pastor Becker’s 
Sunday morning 

Bible Class 
 

8:45 am each 
Sunday, class will be 
in the fellowship hall 

of the church of 
service and last 

about 50 minutes.  
Please consider 

taking advantage of 
this educational 

opportunity as a way 
to grow in your 

Christian faith.  The 
adult class is 

studying the Gospel 
according to St. 
Matthew.  All are 

welcome to attend! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Worship Services: 

Big Canoe 1st & 3rd  Sunday at 10 am 
Highland 2nd & 4th  Sunday at 10 am 

1st and 2nd Sundays with Holy 
Communion 

5th Sunday dates: 
March 29, November 29 at Big Canoe 

May 31, August 30 at Highland 
_________________________________ 

2026 Big Canoe Leadership 
Seth Ferguson, President 

Matt Bigler, Vice President 
Deb Monson, Secretary 
Bill Bullerman, Council 

Steve Nordheim, Council 
Eric Stoen, Council 

Sawyer Wise, Council 
Appointed 

Laurie Emery, Treasurer 
Lisa Bullerman, Financial Secretary     
_________________________________ 

2026 Highland Leadership 
Myron Krauskopf, President 

Ed Stoen, Vice President 
Kristy Selness Secretary 
Gary Halverson, Council 

Eric Selness, Council 
Danny Dutka, Council 
Gary Selness, Council 

Appointed 
Danny Dutka, Treasurer 

Virginia Karlsbroten, Financial 
Secretary 

_________________________________ 
 

Church Secretary 
Judi Krauskopf 
563-380-5758 

jrydopn@gmail.com 

Watch our Worship Services on 
YouTube bchlutheran.org 

or                                                   
Live Broadcasts on Facebook by 

going to Big Canoe Lutheran Church 
and liking/following the page. 

 

We extend a warm welcome to our newest members at 
Highland Kurt Krauskopf and family, Miranda, Tate, Everly, 

Carson and Camryn. And at Big Canoe: Keith Hansen, 
Jon, Deb, Lucas Aske. 

mailto:matthew.becker@valpo.edu
mailto:bchlutheran@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4dgc6DcQQwYctXpAauhMrQ/videos
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranSG/


Dear friends and members of Big Canoe and Highland Lutheran Churches, 

            
            Late last night I returned from Germany to the parsonage after a 24-hour journey that involved 
quite a bit of walking, two trains, two airport shuttles, two buses, two planes (both of which encountered 
significant turbulence), and my truck. It was a good trip. My work in the Protestant Church archive in 
Darmstadt led to several significant discoveries about Dr. Edmund Schlink, the Lutheran pastor and 
professor whose writings I’m editing/translating and whose biography I’m researching and writing. I’m 
grateful that both congregations gave me this time away to pursue my scholarly work. I’m grateful to 
Pastor Gies, who served the congregations in my absence. (Btw, he’s doing well after his recent surgery. I 
spoke with him on the phone this morning. He sends his greetings. He’s looking forward to returning to 
preach at Highland in the fall. More details about that Sunday to follow.) 
            Just an fyi: I don’t plan to return to Europe until mid-Sep. of next year, God willing and the creek 
don’t rise… During the past two weeks I was able to work through 12 files out of a total of more than 
100, which contain Schlink’s important correspondence, reports, lecture notes, and personal documents, 
including several photos. So, I have a few more research trips to conduct in Germany until I finish these 
writing projects.) 
            I’m grateful to God for the safe journey! And I’m grateful to be back in “the pastoral saddle” here 
in beautiful NE Iowa…. 
            While I was away, I observed the 37th anniversary of my ordination into the holy ministry. On that 
date (July 16), I gave additional praise and thanks to God for the calling I have to serve Big Canoe and 
Highland congregations as your pastor. I am reminded of this sacred vocation every day, as I look at the 
official call documents that are framed on the wall in my study at the parsonage. These are important 
reminders to me of what I have been called to do in your midst: to preach the gospel, administer the 
sacraments, teach the Word, visit the sick and homebound, pray for all according to their needs, provide 
pastoral care and counseling, provide spiritual leadership in equipping you all to do your work of 
ministry. 
            One important aspect of my pastoral calling is to serve the Word of Christ, who calls each of us to 
repentance, to faith, to hope, and to love. To paraphrase the great Christian pastor and poet John Donne 
(1572-1631), Christ came not to force and compel people who would not be brought into the Way. Christ 
saves no one against his or her will. “Christ beats his drum, but he does not press men; Christ is served 
with voluntaries…” The pastoral calling is to “go and preach the gospel,” and thus invite people to be 
received into the church. The pastoral calling is not to force people into the church; “it is not, draw the 
sword, kindle the fire, wind up the rack…” Christ came not to compel people into the church; he came to 
call. This calling implies a voice, as well as a Word, i.e., the Word preached (and not merely the written 
Word that is read privately at home). 
            Here’s Donne again: “Adam was not made in Paradise but brought thither, called thither: the sons 
of Adam are not born in the church, but called thither by baptism. No person is born a Christian but called 
into that state by regeneration. And therefore, as the consummation of our happiness is in that we shall be 
called at last into the kingdom of glory, in the ‘Come ye blessed, and enter your Master’s joy’; so it is a 
blessed inchoation [beginning; origin] of that happiness that we are called into the kingdom of grace and 
made partakers of his Word and sacraments and other ordinances by the way. And so you have his action 
and his errand, ‘he came’ and ‘came to call.” (Excerpts from Donne’s sermon, “The Showing Forth of 
Christ”) 
 
 

I’m grateful for my calling, which involves voicing the call that Christ is speaking to you and to all! 
            See you in church! 
            Pastor Becker 
            7-25-26 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT OF BIG CANOE AND 
HIGHLAND LUTHERAN 

CHURCHES. 
    

 We have several options to 
receive your offering:     

 
ELECTRONICALLY:  

via our website, bchlutheran.org. 
Click on the “Support” link on the 

page. Or via the QR code.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY MAIL:  
Big Canoe Lutheran Church,                           

1381 Big Canoe Road, Decorah, IA  
52101.   

 
 Highland Lutheran Church,                                    

P.O.  Box  155                                   
Highlandville, IA.  55149 

 

If you would like to make a gift to either Big 

Canoe or Highland in memory of a loved one, 

please indicate to where you would like the gift 

to go. If you would like to know of a specific need 

in the church, please contact Pastor Matt. 
 

Sunday, August 23, Side-by-Side Ride & Sweet Corn Boil at 
Highland. This event is taking the place of the ice cream social 
this year. Information about it is on the bchlutheran.org, also on 
Highland’s Facebook page under events, and in the July 
newsletter. If you don’t have a UTV but want to go on the ride, we 
ask that you go to the website and pre-register.  If you are 
interested in helping with the ride, please contact a committee 
member. 

 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

WE encourage members to submit prayer needs or share answered prayers. 
 
Please let us know if: 

• You are in the hospital or prior to going to the hospital (or have a relative call for you.) 
In an emergency, call Pastor Matt at 1-219-916-8535.  

• You are confined to your home for an extended period of time because of illness or 
accident.  

• You are going to a rehab center or a nursing home.  
• There is a change in your family status (birth, death, marriage, or divorce).  
• You move to a home, move out of the area, or go away to college or graduate school. 

Important for keeping database current.  
• You schedule a meeting or an event of a group or committee.  
• To be open and communicative with everyone, we would like to include all scheduling 

on the Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin 
• If you are not able to contact Pastor Matt, call the church office and leave a voicemail at 

563-546-7974. Or call Church Secretary Judi Krauskopf at 563-3 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone from Big Canoe congregation that would like to apply for the Grindeland Scholarship 
needs to do so by August 10th,  filling out an application form that is located in the back of 
the church on the file cabinet and place the form into Lisa Bullerman’s box, or mail it to her.  
 

We send our get-well prayers to Pastor Gies as he recovers from 
shoulder surgery. May God’s promises bring you comfort and hope 
as He restores your health. We are trusting Him for your complete 
recovery. 

 

 

We are joyful to announce the baptism of Daniel Carlton Christen on July 19th.  He is the 
son of Tyler and Jillian (Emery) Christen. Grandparents Steve & Laurie Emery; members of 

Big Canoe Lutheran Church 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the Gavle families on the 
passing of Vern Gavle. You are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Big Canoe WELCA is collecting for the personal care kit for LWR through the end of October. Anyone 
who does not wish to shop and want to donate instead please contact Emma Thompson or Deb 
Monson.  The personal care kit includes: 1 light weight bath size towel (20x40 up to 52x27); 2 or 3 
bath size bars of soap in original packaging (equal to 8 to 9 oz); 1 adult size toothbrush in original 
packaging or multi-packs can be separated into envelopes; 1 sturdy comb; 1 metal nail clippers (can 
be finger or toe clipper, attached file is optional). There will be a tub in the church entry for the items.  
Thank you! 

 



Dear friends and members of Big Canoe and Highland Lutheran Churches, 
            
 
This weekend there will be two funeral services at Big Canoe. The service for Linda Miller (May 
3, 1950 – May 30, 2026) will be on Saturday morning, while the service for Richard Amundson 
(May 8, 1952 – April 22, 2026) will be on Sunday afternoon. 
           
  Linda’s funeral will be a kind of “home-coming.” She was the daughter of Sophus and Palma 
Stoen, and was baptized, confirmed, and married at Big Canoe. The congregation was the center 
of her life throughout her childhood and young adulthood. After she married her husband John, 
they moved to Urbandale, Iowa, where Linda ran a daycare for thirty years. After she retired, she 
and John moved to Corydon, Iowa. On Saturday, she will be buried in the Big Canoe Cemetery. 
In a sense, she has come back home, to be buried in ground that has been and is sacred to her 
family. 
           
  Richard, too, has ties to this area, being related to the large Amundson clan. He was born in 
Staples, Minnesota, to Rev. James and Clare Amundson. Dick spent his childhood in Brooklyn, 
NY, and his teenage years in Wind Lake, WI. He earned a B.A. in psychology at Luther College. 
For a year, he and his wife were a part of a Christian singing group. He later founded 
“Tentmakers,” an organization that develops and equips youth leaders for churches to impact 
future generations for Christ. After many years of ministry in Minnesota and elsewhere, Dick, 
too, is “coming home,” returning to the land of his family’s roots. 
            
 Throughout the week, as I have reflected on these two upcoming “home-comings,” I have found 
myself humming the familiar hymn, “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling.” The refrain speaks 
of “coming home”: “You who are weary, come home.’ Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, ‘O sinner, come home!” 
            
            Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. 
            See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me…. 
  
            Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? 
            Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me…? 
  
            Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me! 
            Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me…. 
  
            “Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.” 
            Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
  
            See you in church! 
            Pastor Becker 
            7-30-26 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
       It’s a good 
day to have a 

good day 
 

2 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
8:45 am Bible 
class @ BC 
10 am 
Worship 
service 
w/communion 
 

    10 am Pr. 
Becker  
worship 
service Green 
Lea Manor 
(Mabel) 
 

11 am Private 
Family Funeral 
Vern Gavle @ BC  

9 10 11 
 

12 13 14 15 
8:45 Bible 
class @ 
Highland      
10 am 
Worship w/ 
communion 

  
2pm Gather 
Bible study at 
Highland 

  10 am Pr. 
Becker  
worship 
service Green 
Lea Manor 
(Mabel) 
 

 
Govender’s 
Charity Show 
Iowa State Fair 
4:30  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
8:45 am Bible 
class @ BC       
10 am 
Worship 
service 

  
Daytrip 
LWR tour 

 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

   

23 
 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
No Bible class 
10am Worship 
Highland 
 
11 am SXS 
Ride & sweet 
corn boil @ 
Highland 

 
First day 

of School 

Decorah 

 
9am Shared 
Ministry 
meeting @ 
Highland 

  
Blood Drive 
at Decorah 
Stone Ridge 
Church 
12:30 – 5:30 

  
Stay close to 
people who 

feel like 
SUNSHINE 

30 31       
8:45 Bible 
class  
10 am 
Worship 
Highland 
 

Rain date for 
SXS Ride 

      

 

 
May God’s word be a guiding light for your path.                                                               

Illuminating every step with His Wisdom and love. 
 



Upcoming Events 
 
Sat, Aug 1 (10:30am): Funeral for Linda (Stoen) Miller – Big Canoe 
 

Sun, Aug 2 (8:45am): Bible class (Gospel of Matthew) meets in the Fellowship Hall at Big Canoe 
Sun, Aug 2 (10am): Worship w/Holy Communion at Big Canoe – 10th Sun. a. Pentecost (green) 
Sun, Aug 2 (1:30 pm): Visitation and Funeral for Richard Amundson – Big Canoe 
 

Thurs, Aug 6: Pr. Becker will be having minor surgery, so he will be out of commission for a day or so… 
 

Sat, Aug 8 (11am): Private funeral (family only) for Vern Gavle (Big Canoe) 
Sat, Aug 8 (1-3pm): Members of both churches are invited to Sandy Gavle’s farm for a funeral reception 
 

Sun, Aug 9 (8:45am): Bible class (Gospel of Matthew) meets in the Fellowship Hall at Highland 
Sun, Aug 9 (10am): Worship w/Holy Communion at Highland – Eleventh Sun. a. Pentecost (green) 
Sun, Aug 9 (after worship): Highland church council 
 

Tues, Aug 11 (2pm): Gather Bible study at Highland 
 

Fri, Aug 14 (10am): Pr. Becker leads the worship service at Green Lea Manor (Mabel) 
 

Sun, Aug 16 (8:45am): Bible class (Gospel of Matthew) meets in the F. H. at Big Canoe 
Sun, Aug 16 (10am): Service of the Word at Big Canoe – 12th Sun. a. Pent. (green) 
 

Aug 18: Daytrip Tour of LWR Warehouse & Global Health Ministries (Twin Cities) 
 

Sat, Aug 22 (7pm): Campfire worship/marshmallow fellowship (Hesper) 
 

Sun, Aug 23: No Bible study today! 
Sun, Aug 23 (10am): Service of the Word at Highland – 13th Sun. a. Pentecost (green) 
Sun, Aug 23 (after worship): Side-by-side event, starting at Highland (rain day is Aug 30) 
 

Tues, Aug 25 (9am): Shared ministry meeting (Highland) 
 

Sun, Aug 30 (8:45am): Bible class in the Fellowship Hall at Highland (if no side-by-side event) 
Sun, Aug 30 (10am): Worship w/Holy Communion at Highland – 14th Sun. a. Pentecost (green) 
Sun, Aug 30 (after worship, if rain day for side-by-side event): Side-by-side event 
 

Mon, Sep 7 (Labor Day) 
Tues, Sep 8 (2pm): Gather Bible Study (Highland) 
Wed, Sep 9 (7pm): Burr Oak WELCA Bazaar & Raffle (Burr Oak) 
 

Sep 8-17: Pastor Becker will take his final vacation days for this year (traveling to Oregon) 
Sep 11-13: Hesper/Mabel Steam Engine Days (Hesper Lutheran Food Tent) 
 

Sun, Sep 13 (8:45am): Bible class in the fellowship hall at Highland – Pr. Gies 
Sun, Sep 13 (10am): Worship w/Holy Communion at Highland – 16th Sun. a. Pentecost – Pr. Gies 
 

Sat, Sep 19 (10am): Men’s Breakfast at Highland 
 

Sun, Sep 20 (10am): Shared ministry joint worship service at Big Canoe 
Sun, Sep 20 (11:30am): Shared ministry meal at Big Canoe 
 

Oct 4-6: Fall Theological Conference (St. John’s, Cedar Falls) 
Oct 13-14: Pastor Becker attends a pastoral retreat at Creighton University 
Sun, Oct 25: Lutefisk Supper at Glenwood Lutheran Church 
Nov 1-4: Pastor Becker is serving as the presenter at a pastor’s conference in Orlando, FL 



Sun, Nov 1 (8:45am): Bible class in the nave at Big Canoe – Pr. Brian Scott (Lutheran World Relief) 
Sun, Nov 1 (10am): Worship w/Holy Communion (BC) – All Saints (white) – Pr. Brian Scott (LWF) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Big Canoe and Highland Lutheran Churches 
1381 Big Canoe Rd 
Decorah, IA  52101 
 


	Watch our Worship Services on YouTube bchlutheran.org or                                                   Live Broadcasts on Facebook by going to Big Canoe Lutheran Church and liking/following the page.

