


Joint Council Meeting December 18, 2024

President Brian Bigler called the meeting to order. Pastor Becker gave the prayers.

Big Canoe Council members present: Brian Bigler-President, Steve Emery-Vice President, Laurie
Emery-Treasurer, Deb Monson-Secretary, Venoe Whitaker, Kathryn Thompson, Bill Bullerman, and
Pastor Becker.

Highland Council members present: Steve Langland-President, Al Erickson-Vice President, Darlene
Larson-Secretary, Danny Dutka-Treasurer, Karen Erickson and Anna Jetson.

Deb Monson read the minutes from July 28, 2024. Danny Dutka made a motion to approve the
minutes as read. The motion was seconded by Steve Langland. Minutes were approved and placed
on file.

Bill Stoen gave an update on finding an insurance company that will provide insurance for the church.
Bill has been in contact with American Family Insurance to get a quote. There are two other
companies that may be a possibility as well.

Many churches are being dropped by Church Mutual Insurance. Big Canoe will also be losing it’s
Workmen’s Compensation Insurance effective January 1, 2025.

Pastor Becker may meet with the executive council and ask for a review of his providing pastoral
services. Pastor is also working on updating the church membership.
● He provided a 12 point list of goals for 2025. These goals are above and beyond preaching the

word and administering the sacraments. He would also like to keep the youth connected to the
church.

● He reminded everyone that Big Canoe and Highland are very long standing congregations. Big
Canoe since 1853 and Highland since 1895.

● He would like to discuss the church schedule at the annual meeting and give attention to the
number of Sundays that communion is given.

Brian recommended Pastor Becker on all that he has done and will be doing for the church and what
Pastor Becker wants to do for the church.

Pastor is conducting home visits. The names of the congregants visits will be kept confidential.

The proposed 2025 budget was worked on. Steve Langland made a motion to approve the proposed
2025 budget. Steve Emery seconded the motion and the motion was passed.

Steve Langland made a motion to adjourn the council meeting, which was seconded by Steve Emery.
Brian called the council meeting adjourned.

Pastor Becker gave the Benediction.

Respectfully submitted, Deb Monson, Secretary



Big Canoe Council Meeting December 22, 2024

Council members present: Brian Bigler-President, Steve Emery-Vice President, Laurie Emery-Treasurer, Deb
Monson-Secretary, Shelley Bigler, Venoe Whitaker, Kathryn Thompson, Bill Bullerman, and Pastor Becker.
President Brian Bigler called the meeting to order. Pastor Becker gave the prayers.
The following members of Big Canoe are to serve as the Auditing Committee. Bob Thomas, Rita
Hurd-Thomas, Michelle and Mark Borreson. A motion was made by Brian to approve these members to serve
as the Auditing Committee. It was seconded by Shelley Bigler and the motion was approved by all voting aye.
The budget meeting is set for January 12, 2025 after church services.
Steve is to contact Sandy Gavle, Pat O’Regan, and Darrell Stoen, the current Nominating Committee to call
and find council member replacements. Shelley Bigler will be going off of the council, Vernoe Whitaker agreed
to stay on the council.
Pastor Becker is working on updating the church membership.
Brian asked for a motion to adjourn. The motion was second by Steve Emery and passed by all voting aye.

Pastor Becker closed the meeting with a prayer.

A phone call from President Brian Bigler was received later that afternoon. A bill has been received at church
from Church Mutual for Worker’s Compensation Benefits. Church Mutual will continue to be the insurance
carrier for Workmen’s Compensation at Big Canoe.

Respectfully submitted, Deb Monson, Secretary






