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Pastoral Ponderings

October is a transition month.  It's not just the weather or the leaves that

change.  It's also a church month where we are on the cusp liturgically of going

from Pentecost through several church celebrations and ending up in the

Advent/Christmas season and the start of a new liturgical year.

This October we begin with the celebration of the life of a saint of God, Eloise

Jones, which will occur on Friday, October 2nd at 2:00 p.m. and end the month

with the annual Reformation Sunday on October 25the (wear RED, if you can);

red is the ancient festive color of the Church.

Not many, though, of our fellow churches celebrate Reformation Sunday

anymore.  There might be a short reference to it here and there, but it's not a

highlight as it is for us Lutherans.  Of course, you recall that on October 31,

1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses (statements), which called

theologians to debate whether or not indulgences (paying for forgiveness and/or

time off in purgatory) was biblical and God's SOP (Standing Operating

Procedure).

That simple call to just debate ignited a European and worldwide movement

to reform 'The Church' and return it to its biblical and Gospel roots.  St. Paul's

writings in Romans 1:17 and in Ephesians 2:8,9 were key then as now: that we

are "saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone" and nothing else.

As the movement grew, people wanted to call Luther's followers "Lutherans,"

but he himself fought this.  He wanted the breakaway church to be called

"Evangelicals" which means in Greek "Bringers of Good News."  Obviously,

Luther lost that name battle, but what better way to describe our faith than

"Evangelical?"  This was and is still the best and most appropriate name for us,

called not to just be 'saved ourselves', but to share that same 'Good News'

everywhere we go and with everyone we meet.  The Gospel is not, and never

will be, for sale or based on what we do, but rather is for all who dare to trust

by faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ.

May each of us seek to be truly 'evangelical' in all our dealings with a crass and

faithless world.  And may God's Holy Spirit bring 'Good News' increasingly

into our lives and to all whom we encounter.

That's what Eloise was all about.

Lance

aka Interim Pastor
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ChristConnectingCommunity

The featured food item for the month of October is canscanscanscans     ofofofof    soupsoupsoupsoup (pop-
tops are preferred).  Featured items may be placed on the table located
in the narthex near the entrance doors going into the sanctuary.

Reminder: the 3rd Sunday of the month is Food Bank Sunday.  You are
encouraged to purchase any non-perishable food items and place
them in the grocery cart on that Sunday.

Current FCurrent FCurrent FCurrent F und-raising Eventsund-raising Eventsund-raising Eventsund-raising Events

Antique Quilt Raffle to benefit Antique Quilt Raffle to benefit Antique Quilt Raffle to benefit Antique Quilt Raffle to benefit “Shop with a Hero”“Shop with a Hero”“Shop with a Hero”“Shop with a Hero”

An antique quilt raffle will be held during the month of October.  The quilt may be viewed in the Mount Cross
narthex.  Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00.  Tickets are available and may be placed in the can near the
displayed quilt. The winning ticket will be drawn on Sunday, October 25, 2026 and the winner may pick up the quilt
at Mount Cross Lutheran Church, 601 AZ-260, Payson, AZ 85541. 

Silent Auction – Win a Delicious Barbecue Dinner Silent Auction – Win a Delicious Barbecue Dinner Silent Auction – Win a Delicious Barbecue Dinner Silent Auction – Win a Delicious Barbecue Dinner 

The community is invited to support Mount Cross’ silent auction fund-raiser.  Bids for a chance to win a mouth-
watering barbecue dinner for 2 (two) start at $60.  You can find the bid sheet on a table in the narthex near the Bidding
closes on Sunday, October 25th and the winner will be announced.

The proceeds from both the raffle and the silent auction will go to benefit the Gila County Sheriff and Payson Police
“Shop with a Hero” program.  This program provides an opportunity for the local children to interact with these law
enforcement groups in a memorable way and gives them a chance to realize the men and women serving Payson are
not enemies, but people who care about helping, protecting, and supporting families in the community.

For  more information about either of these fund-raisers, call Cheryl Roberts at (623) 418-9431. 

FFFFuture Future Future Future F und-raising Eventsund-raising Eventsund-raising Eventsund-raising Events

Future fund-raising events planned for the months of November and December are silent auctions on various gift
baskets, Lego diorama guesses, crafts and baked goods sale.  Proceeds from those events will be sent to the Navajo
Mission with the intent of defraying the winter heating costs.



 

 

 

Monthly Jazz Concert

There will be a Jazz Concert on
the 11th of October at 2:00 p.m.
in the Mount Cross sanctuary.

All in the Payson community
are invited to attend and enjoy
afternoons of music! 

The following elected positions are in need of candidates:

Council

2-3yr positions

Memorial

2-3 yr positions

Mission Endowment

1-1yr position

1-3yr position

If you would like to become a part of one of these very

important roles within the church, please contact Marlu

Allan or one of the Council members. 

Events WEvents WEvents WEvents Within the Communityithin the Communityithin the Communityithin the Community............



 

 



 

REFORMATIONREFORMATIONREFORMATIONREFORMATION
SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 25OCTOBER 25OCTOBER 25OCTOBER 25thththth    

“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!“Wear Red” Sunday!

ALL SAINTSALL SAINTSALL SAINTSALL SAINTS

     RIBBON     RIBBON     RIBBON     RIBBON

                WREATHWREATHWREATHWREATH

Mount Cross Financial Report (January – August 2026)

2026 Approved Budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $308,699.90

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $196,397.00 (63.6% of 2026 budget)

Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $172,958.00 (56.0% of 2026 budget)

Under (Over). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,439.00

Pledged-to-date / Given . . . . . . . . . . $136,747.00 / $145,130.00 (106%)

2026 Mortgage Fund 
Total given to the Mortgage Fund during August 2026 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,886.00
Total Principal paid out in 2026 for mortgage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $38,484.00
Current Principal balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $284,912.00

Pledged-to-Date / Given-to-Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,413.00 / $41,081.00 (162%)

Please note: above amounts are rounded to the nearest dollar.

Total income received from Thrivent “Choice Dollars” in 2026
Mount Cross. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $665.00

Yours in Christ,
Barb DeYoung
Finance Secretary

All Saints SundayAll Saints SundayAll Saints SundayAll Saints Sunday will be celebrated
on November 1st.  It is the custom at
Mount Cross to add ribbons to the
Memorial Wreath with the names of
those who have died and entered the
Church Triumphant since last AllAllAllAll
SaintsSaintsSaintsSaints    SundaySundaySundaySunday.  Their names will also
be read at the worship service that
day during the Prayers of the Church. 
Please contact the office with your
name requests before Monday,
October 26th.

October Birthdays
3 Roger Rohrbach
8 James Monroe
9 Jeff Nafziger
13 Earl Clark
17 Patric Taylor
19 Jan Harper
24 Daria Mason
25 Mavis Denofsky
31 Bob Walker

October Wedding Anniversaries
10 Dave/Karen Ritterbusch

October Baptisms
10 Roger Rohrbach



The Quilters meet every 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of
each month in Building B (aka the log building) at
9:00 a.m.  Anyone who has a heart to bring warmth
through the giving of quilts are welcome to
participate!

The Worship and Music Committee
will meet in the conference room on
Sunday, October 4th, at 10:45 a.m. 

 

What better way to serve the Lord than
preparing His table for His sacred meal.  If
you feel led to assist in this manner, you
are invited to attend the next Altar Guild
meeting on Thursday, October 1st at 11:30
a.m. for their annual luncheon.  The
venue this year will be at Fargos, located
at 620 E. Highway 260.

Spiritual Growth Opportunities
Worship Services
Weekly in-house communion & worship service held in the sanctuary; live
stream of the service is available on Facebook.

Sundays, 9:30 AM

Seekers of Truth Bible study
This is a monthly Bible study which will be focusing on the parables of
Jesus.  All are welcome to attend.

3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30 AM in the Ponderosa Room.

Seekers of Truth is a small Bible study and fellowship group for women and

men, which  is held on the third Thursday of each month in the conference

room at 9:30 a.m.  October 15th is the date for this month’s meeting. 

The group is currently studying the book of James.  

James 1: 5-18 will be the focus for October’s session.

All are welcome to attend.  All you need is a Bible.  The formal discussion period

of the meeting generally lasts about an hour and is followed by a time for

sharing and support.  If you have questions please contact Susan Nafziger, the

group discussion leader, or Jan Bartoli, the group facilitator.

There will not be any Thursday Praise Choir or Bell rehearsals

October 15th through November 4th.  Normal practices will

resume on Thursday, November 12th.

Praise Choir practices occur on Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m.

(just prior to the service) on October 25th, November 1st & 8th. 

On Sunday, November 15th, an additional practice will take place

at 9:00 a.m.



 




