
 

������

���������		��
�����
�
October 2026

601 E. Highway 260
Payson, AZ 85541

Phone: 928-474-2552
www.mountcross.org�

Sunday Worship/Communion Service 
9:30 a.m.

Livestreamed 
Online Worship Service

Mount Cross Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/MountCrossPayson

Mount Cross YouTube Link
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_

query=payson+mount+cross 

Interim Pastor
Rev. Lance Kittleson

928-474-2552
641-430-2400 (emergencies)

pastor@mountcross.org

Music Director
Daria Mason

daria1024mason@gmail.com

Accompanist
Angeline Ng 

Office Administrator
Lenore M. White

secretary@mountcross.org

Custodian
Keri Morris
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October is a transition month.  It's not just the weather or the leaves that
change.  It's also a church month where we are on the cusp liturgically of going
from Pentecost through several church celebrations and ending up in the
Advent/Christmas season and the start of a new liturgical year.

This October we begin with the celebration of the life of a saint of God, Eloise
Jones, which will occur on Friday, October 2nd at 2:00 p.m. and end the month
with the annual Reformation Sunday on October 25the (wear RED, if you can);
red is the ancient festive color of the Church.

Not many, though, of our fellow churches celebrate Reformation Sunday
anymore.  There might be a short reference to it here and there, but it's not a
highlight as it is for us Lutherans.  Of course, you recall that on October 31,
1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses (statements), which called
theologians to debate whether or not indulgences (paying for forgiveness and/or
time off in purgatory) was biblical and God's SOP (Standing Operating
Procedure).

That simple call to just debate ignited a European and worldwide movement
to reform 'The Church' and return it to its biblical and Gospel roots.  St. Paul's
writings in Romans 1:17 and in Ephesians 2:8,9 were key then as now: that we
are "saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone" and nothing else.

As the movement grew, people wanted to call Luther's followers "Lutherans,"
but he himself fought this.  He wanted the breakaway church to be called
"Evangelicals" which means in Greek "Bringers of Good News."  Obviously,
Luther lost that name battle, but what better way to describe our faith than
"Evangelical?"  This was and is still the best and most appropriate name for us,
called not to just be 'saved ourselves', but to share that same 'Good News'
everywhere we go and with everyone we meet.  The Gospel is not, and never
will be, for sale or based on what we do, but rather is for all who dare to trust
by faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ.

May each of us seek to be truly 'evangelical' in all our dealings with a crass and
faithless world.  And may God's Holy Spirit bring 'Good News' increasingly
into our lives and to all whom we encounter.

That's what Eloise was all about.

�����
aka Interim Pastor
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October Birthdays
3 Roger Rohrbach
8 James Monroe
9 Jeff Nafziger
13 Earl Clark
17 Patric Taylor
19 Jan Harper
24 Daria Mason
25 Mavis Denofsky
31 Bob Walker

October Wedding Anniversaries
10 Dave/Karen Ritterbusch

October Baptisms
10 Roger Rohrbach
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Spiritual Growth Opportunities
Worship Services
Weekly in-house communion & worship service held in the sanctuary; live
stream of the service is available on Facebook.

Sundays, 9:30 AM

Seekers of Truth Bible study
This is a monthly Bible study which will be focusing on the parables of
Jesus.  All are welcome to attend.

3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30 AM in the Ponderosa Room.
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There will not be any Thursday Praise Choir or Bell rehearsals
October 15th through November 4th.  Normal practices will
resume on Thursday, November 12th.

Praise Choir practices occur on Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m.
(just prior to the service) on October 25th, November 1st & 8th. 
On Sunday, November 15th, an additional practice will take place
at 9:00 a.m.
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