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Pastor’s Musings & Ponderings

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love. 

Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”  1 John 4:16 (NIV)

Greetings and welcome to February 2026!  In the verse for this month, I chose

one about love, but not just any love.  This verse reflects the deepest kind of

love we can ever experience.  It reminds us of the overwhelming love and the

very presence of God in our lives and the significance of love in our faith. 

Living in love as God does means that we are to love others.  We are to put

love in action through our faith which includes extending kindness, compassion

and forgiveness.  When we do this with all sincerity, we are following Jesus’

command to love one another.

  

For the shortest month of year, it sure looks like a lot things are happening this

year in February.  Just to name a few, there is the Super Bowl, the Winter

Olympics,  Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, and of course, Spring Training

for Major League Baseball.  Going back to the Super Bowl, I am inviting all of

us to wear our favorite team’s colors on the day of the Super Bowl, which is

February 8th. Speaking of which, there will also be a Congregational Meeting

immediately after worship (hint, hint).  Now your favorite team colors can be

of any professional, collegiate, high school, middle school or elementary school

team.  It is also SouperBowl Sunday and you are encouraged to bring non-

perishable food items for the local food pantry or give monetarily.  

Now some may think I have just about covered all of the important dates in

February, but I have left off the most important of dates and that is, Ash

Wednesday and Lent.  This year, Ash Wednesday will be on February 18th.  As

of this writing date, there will be a noon service at Mount Cross which will

include the imposition of ashes.  In addition, there will be something new

offered, “Ashes on the Go.”  You heard right, “Ashes on the Go.”  Between the

hours of 9-11am, I will stand at the curbside of the church with ashes for those

who drive up.  At this time, there is no information on an ecumenical service

in the evening of Ash Wednesday, but rest assured you will receive more

information about this as soon as possible.  Also, please keep a lookout for

information on this year’s Lenten services and suppers.

In closing, I pray that we rely on God’s love for us and extend that love to all

we meet.  God bless you all.

Peace,

Pastor Carl

Philippians 1:3-4



Our 
STATEMENT . . .

 

  

   

 ChristConnectingCommunity

The featured food item for the month of
February is canned fruitcanned fruitcanned fruitcanned fruit (pop-tops
preferred).  Featured items may be placed
on the table located in the narthex near the
entrance doors going into the sanctuary.

Reminder: the 3rd Sunday of the month is
Food Bank Sunday.  You are encouraged to
purchase any non-perishable food items
and place them in the grocery cart on that
Sunday.

SouperBowl Sunday is just around the
corner, so please begin to keep in mind
the date of February 8, 2026, as a day
to assist in tackling hunger...not just a
day to watch your favorite team make
football tackles on the field.  This goal
can be met in two ways: financially –
giving money toward the cause and
kept within the Payson community, or
providing non-perishable food that will
be transported directly to the local
Deacon’s Food Pantry.  Here at Mount
Cross, we will be collecting both and
reporting our giving to the national
organization, tacklehunger.org.

Lent will begin this month on Wednesday,
February 18th.   We will again use the pink
pigs as a vehicle for you to donate checks
(written to Mount Cross with World
Hunger in the memo line) or cash as gifting
sources during the 40 days of Lent.  These
gifts will be collected on Palm Sunday,
March 29th.

The pink pig boxes for depositing money for “World Hunger” will
be found on the offering table as you enter the sanctuary. 



 

 

Mount Cross Financial Report (January – December 2025)

2025 Approved Budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $335,793.00

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $346,656.00 (103.00% of 2025 budget)

Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $301,421.00   (89.76% of 2025 budget)

Under (Over) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45,000.00

Pledged-to-date / Given . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $235,245.00 / $272,612.00 (115.9%)

2025 Mortgage Fund 
Total given to the Mortgage Fund during December 2025 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,125.00
Total Principal paid out in 2025 for mortgage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48,619.00
Current Principal balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $323,396.00

Pledged-to-Date / Given-to-Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35,000.00 / $95,931.00 (274%)

Please note: above amounts are rounded to the nearest dollar.

Total income received from Thrivent “Choice Dollars” in 2025
Mount Cross. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,972.00

Yours in Christ,
Barb DeYoung
Finance Secretary

For the 2026 year, our Council

executive positions are:

President Marlu Allan

Vice President Daria Mason

Treasurer Barb DeYoung

Secretary Sheryn Daw

Supporting members are Carrie

Backe, Shannon Bleakley, and

Barry DeChaine.

will be held on Sunday, February

8th, in the sanctuary after the

service.  

Two proposals regarding

telephone and network upgrading

will be presented, discussed,

and voted on.

February Birthdays
6 Carrie Backe
7 Carl Sirotzki
12 Mary Walker
15 Ellie St. Clair
25 Cathy Stewart
26 Gary Greer

February Wedding Anniversaries
12 Doug/Cathie Mann

February Baptisms
10 Tonnie Dice
20 Ellie St. Clair



Next month, the office hours will be

9:00–11:30 a.m. from Wednesday,

March 4th, through Thursday, March

12th and closed on Friday, March 13th. 

The office administrator will be

visiting her youngest daughter and

her first grandbaby.

 

 

Due to conference room

scheduling conflicts, the sign

language group will meet on

Mondays at 9:00 a.m. during

the month of February. 

Participants, please make

note of this time change on

your calendars! 
Office Closed 

Monday, February 16th 

in observance of 

Presidents’ Day.

 

W o r s h i p  &  M u s i c

Committee will meet after

the service on Sunday,

February 1st, in the

conference room.

Spiritual Growth Opportunities
Worship Services
Weekly in-house communion & worship service held in the sanctuary; live
stream of the service is available on Facebook.

Sundays, 9:30 AM

Weekly Prayer sessions
The focus of the sessions are to bring concerns and prayers of
thanksgiving to God.

Friday afternoons, 1:00 PM in the Ponderosa Room.

Seekers of Truth Bible study
This is a monthly Bible study which will be focusing on the parables of Jesus.  All are welcome to attend.

3rd Thursday of the month, 10:00 AM in the conference room.

Seekers of Truth is a small Bible study and fellowship group for women and

men, which  is held on the third Thursday of each month in the conference

room at 10:00 a.m.  February 19th is the date for this month’s meeting. 

The group is currently studying the parables of Jesus. 

All are welcome to attend.  All you need is a Bible.  The formal discussion

period of the meeting generally lasts about an hour and is followed by a time

for sharing and support.  If you have questions please contact Susan Nafziger,

the group discussion leader, or Jan Bartoli, the group facilitator.



 

Altar Guild will meet on Thursday,
February 5th at 10:00 a.m. in the
conference room.

They will be discussing the
upcoming Lenten season.

 

Jean LarsonJean LarsonJean LarsonJean Larson
Friday, February 6th

11:00 a.m.

Light lunch in Building B
(log building)

after the service.

DariaDariaDariaDaria    MasonMasonMasonMason    hashashashas    plannedplannedplannedplanned    aaaa    brunchbrunchbrunchbrunch,,,,    whichwhichwhichwhich    will bewill bewill bewill be    heldheldheldheld    inininin    BuildingBuildingBuildingBuilding
BBBB    (the(the(the(the    loglogloglog    building)building)building)building)    afterafterafterafter    thethethethe    serviceserviceserviceservice    onononon    Sunday,Sunday,Sunday,Sunday,    FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    15151515thththth....  All  All  All  All
areareareare    wwwwelcome to participate in the fellowship event by bringing aelcome to participate in the fellowship event by bringing aelcome to participate in the fellowship event by bringing aelcome to participate in the fellowship event by bringing a
brunch-typebrunch-typebrunch-typebrunch-type    dishdishdishdish    totototo    share.share.share.share.  You won’t want to miss out on this time  You won’t want to miss out on this time  You won’t want to miss out on this time  You won’t want to miss out on this time
of sharing laughter and love with your family in Christ!! of sharing laughter and love with your family in Christ!! of sharing laughter and love with your family in Christ!! of sharing laughter and love with your family in Christ!! 

Lent begins on

W e d n e s d a y ,

February 18th.  

P l a n ning  for

Lenten mid-week

services will be

discussed at the

Worship & Music

m e e t i n g  o n

February 1st . 

Please see the

announcements

in the Sunday

b u l l e t i n  f o r

services.





 

The Petrie family will remember your prayers, cards, visits, food, hugs,
and kind thoughts to honor Bill and to uplift Jean.  

Bill enjoyed visiting with all of you and wished to be remembered as you
last talked with him.

A special thank you to those who made the long trip to Phoenix to say
farewell to Bill.  Mount Cross Lutheran Church is and has been a caring
home for me.

Many heartfelt thanks,
Jean


