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STAFF REPORT

PUNTA GORDA — 
Charlotte High School’s Mock 
Trial team won the 23rd 
annual 20th Judicial Court 
competition on March 4.

Hosted by Collier County, 
the team battled against 
teams from Seacrest Country 
Day School in Collier County, 
and Fort Myers High School 
in Lee County.

CHS and Fort Myers 
High competed in the final 
round to determine which 
team would represent the 
Twentieth Judicial Court 
at the State Mock Trial 
Competition in April.

In the final round, CHS 
claimed the title of  Twentieth 
Judicial Court High School 
Mock Trial Champions.

The competition is co-spon-
sored by Charlotte County 
Public Schools, Collier 
Country Public Schools, 
and Lee County Public 
Schools, as well as local 
Bar Associations and local 
businesses.

CHS Mock Trial teams had 
top ten finishes in five of  the 
last six years.

This will be the seventh 
time CHS will make an 
appearance at the State Mock 
Trial Competition.

CHS heads to state Mock 
Trial Competition
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The Charlotte High School Mock Trial from left, first row are: 
David Riley, advisor; Samantha Mahler; Emma Buck; and 
Steven Leskovich, attorney coach. Second row: Anai Roca, 
Danyel Yurkovitch; Kasey Roy; and Kylie Craig. Third row: 
Enzo Laurenti; Michael Roy; Olivia Harper; and Jacob Powell.

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

A Lemon Bay High School 
student and a Charlotte 
High student are winners 
of  this year’s R. Bruce and 
Caroline MacGregor Memorial 
Scholarships.

Cole Grannan, a percussionist 
at LBHS, won a $1,500 schol-
arship, and Hunter Fisher, a 
bassoonist at CHS, won a $1,000 
award.

“Both young men have had an 
affinity for music from a young 
age and quickly distinguished 
themselves with their respective 
instruments,” said Cheryl Deal, 
of  the Charlotte Chorale.

She called Grannan and 
Fisher “outstanding musicians” 
and said they were selected 
for “prestigious ensembles 
such as Charlotte County 
Public Schools’ All County 
Honor Band, the Florida Music 
Educators Association’s All 
State Band Ensemble, and 
the by-invitation-only Florida 
State University Tri-State Band 
Ensemble.”

She added, “Both have re-
ceived multiple awards for their 
musicianship skills at various 
solo and ensemble events and 
other competitions over the 
years.”

Grannan is an Eagle Scout, 

member of  the Interact Club, 
plays with the Westcoast Church 
band and has been guest musi-
cian with the Charlotte Chorale 
since he was in the sixth grade.

He prefers to play drums and 
hopes to pursue a degree in jazz 
studies.

“I feel like you can express 
yourself  the best through the 
improvisation in jazz and I love 
how you can communicate 
through playing with the 
other instruments,” he said in a 
statement.

Fisher was the drum major 
for the Silver King Marching 
Band this season and is involved 

with several local community 
service clubs on and off campus. 
In addition, he volunteers for St. 
Vincent de Paul and in the past 
has done volunteer work with 
middle school and elementary 
school students.

He plays to pursue a degree in 
music education.

“Music has always been my 
go-to stress reliever, and I want 
to make it a big part of  my life,” 
he stated.

Both students plan to seek 
degrees in music at Florida 
State University.

Two Charlotte students 
win music scholarships

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Cole Grannan Hunter Fisher

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — Port 
Charlotte High School art teachers 
sponsored a sidewalk chalk event, and 
the winners were announced Friday.

The students created art, using 
chalk, on the school’s property, and 
photos were taken and posted online.

A team of judges decided who the 
winners were in all but one category 

— the People’s Choice award. All who 
viewed the artwork in the PCHS com-
munity got to pick the winners in that 
category — Cheryl Greenlaw and Ali 
Waters, who worked on the winning 
art together. Most of the other works 
of art had two artists working together.

Other winners are: Best Original — 
Gianlacca Alvardo Love and Saskya 
Laroche; Best Quality — Thanh 
Nguyen; Best Masterwork — Kaylah 
Anderson and Carrisa Jacob; Best 

“Art Connects Us” category — Jayda 
Baltrusch and Kaitlin McGuinness; 
Best Pirate Pride — Chloe Peters and 
Jayla Holtum; and Best PCMS Terrier 
— Connor Lawson and Pedro Quijije.

To view all of  the students’ chalk 
art, go to https://bit.ly/3I5GkUC

PCHS students compete in chalk art contest

Best Quality winner was 
Thanh Nguyen.
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