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MATTHEW 8:23-27

—% MANY PEOPLE IN THE WORLD—maybe even you—are fac-
ing terrible storms in their life. Broken homes, joblessness,
loneliness, loss, financial struggles, and world crises slash
at the very fabric of hope. Some may even feel as though
they’re lost, adrift at sea in a small boat during a hurricane.
And many wonder, How on earth will we be able to reach the
shore safely?

The disciples faced this fear as well. While they were cross-
ing the Sea of Galilee in their boat, the weather took a fright-
ening turn. In desperation, they woke Jesus and cried, “Save
us, Lord; we are peris}ﬁng!’ﬂwttﬂe rebuked them for
their lack of faith and proceeded to calm the storm, showing
Himself to be Lord over all creation.

This story teaches us where we should turn when storms
arise in our own life. Sometimes people interpret challenging
events as an indication that God isn’t paying attention. That’s
what the disciples thought until Christ calmed the turbu-
lent waters. But even when the world seems out of control,
remember that Jesus is in the boat with you, and He’s still
Lord of all.
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BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Deuteronomy 33-34
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O Becoming Holy

Toget the most out of this devotion, set aside time to read the scriptures referenced throughout.

» IT’S COMMON TO HEAR CHRISTIANS SAY, “You don’t have to
be perfect—God loves you just the way you are.” And that
statement is true, except it’s not the whole picture.

Yes, the Lord’s love is unconditional; we can do nothing to
change it. At the same time, His plan for all believers is to make
us increasingly like Himself. It’s a perfection that transcends
our understanding of the term—a perfection found not inhow
we perform but in our willingness to surrender our life to Him.

In Matthew 5:48 (NIV), Jesus says, “Be perfect, therefore,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Instead of hearing those
words as animpossible expectation, think of them as an invi-
tation. He’s welcoming you to the abundant life, the healing
of your soul, the recovery of your true self. It’s what we know
as the process of sanctification.

To be sanctified—in other words, to become holy—is not
a pursuit of faultlessness but rather one of becoming more
and more like Jesus. And there’s just one way to do that: Say
“yes” to His invitation each day.

THINK ABOUT IT
—» Read Matthew 5:6 and 2 Corinthians 3:18. How do these

verses make you feel about Jesus’ command to be perfect?

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Joshua 1-3
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Hope in the Storm
N\ \& "T“&\L. -

L []
S —

MATTHEW 8:23-27

% MANY PEOPLE IN THE WORLD—maybe even you—are fac-
ing terrible storms in their life. Broken homes, joblessness,
loneliness, loss, financial struggles, and world crises slash
at the very fabric of hope. Some may even feel as though
they’re lost, adrift at sea in a small boat during a hurricane.
And many wonder, How on earth will we be able to reach the
shore safely?

The disciples faced this fear as well. While they were cross-
ing the Sea of Galilee in their boat, the weather took a fright-
ening turn. In desperation, they woke Jesus and cried, “Save
us, Lord; we are perishing!’{(Matt. 8:25). He rebuked them for
their lack of faith and proceeded to calm the storm, showing
Himself to be Lord over all creation.

This story teaches us where we should turn when storms
arise in our own life. Sometimes people interpret challenging
events as an indication that God isn’t paying attention. That’s
what the disciples thought until Christ calmed the turbu-
lent waters. But even when the world seems out of control,
remember that Jesus is in the boat with you, and He’s still
Lord of all.

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Deuteronomy 33-34
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