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ECCLESIASTES 2:1-23

~ LKING SOLOMON is traditionally considered the author of
Ecclesiastes. According to Scripture, he was the wisest man
who ever lived (1 Kings 3:12) and had wealth beyond imag-
ination. What’s more, he was blessed with the privilege of
building God’s temple. So we might expect that he’d have
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In searching for that deep fulﬁllment Solomon explored all
kinds of things. Ecclesiastes tells us that he indulged in the
pleasures of the world, even dabbling in pursuits he knew were
folly. But the satisfaction Solomon sought evaded him, so he
tri<c another avenue. He undertook great projects, such as
buiiding houses, gardens and parks, and an extensive irriga-
tion project{(Eccl. 2:4-6 Dj. But in the end, he concluded it was
all without meaning. The story has a familiar ring, doesn’t it?
Our culture pursues pleasure and does not accept limits on
its passions.

Solomon had the wisdom and resources to accomplish
whatever he chose to do. Yet the goals he pursued brought no
lasting satisfaction. He concluded that the best course was to
obey God (12:13). True enjoyment comes when we align our-
selves with His will. Any other way is meaningless.

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 1 Corinthians 11-13
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Living in Grace

2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-19

_» BEFORE THE APOSTLE PAUL’S CONVERSION, if someone had
suggested that he would impact the world for Jesus, he prob-
ably would have laughed. But God’s grace can impact anyone.
Contrary to what many think, being a Christian doesn’t mean
adding good deeds to our life. Instead, believers receive for-
giveness and a new nature by God’s grace. Then our inwar
transformation results in obvious outward changes.

Transformation occurs in many areas. For example, our
attitudes change—salvation by God’s grace re sults in humility
and gratitude. Out of thankfulness for this undeserved free gift
flows compassion for the lost and a desire to share the gospel
with them. Experiencing Christ’s forgiveness also results in
a longing to serve Him. This doesn’t need to be in a formal
church setting; we serve Him by loving others, helping those
in need, and telling people about Him.

While there are still natural consequences for our sin, God
offers us forgiveness and redemption through Jesus. Hemade
a way to restore our broken relationship with Him. What’s
more, our Father transforms our lives so we will become more

like His Son and reflect His heart to others.

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 1 Corinthians 7-10
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