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Developing Godly i
Thinking 10

/EC:-AD Q PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9
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— ) MOST OF US KNOW THAT AT SALVATION, our sins are forgiven
and God gives us eternal life. But much more accompanies our
redemption: We receive a new nature, power over sin, and a
renewed mind. However, these qualities require development,
which happens through knowledge of Scripture, submission
to the Spirit, and diligent effort on our part.

It’s a good idea to periodically evaluate whether our think-
ing, attitudes, and behavior are in line with God’s character
and the truths of Scripture. Also, we should take note of what
absorbs our attention. It’s not healthy to overload our mind
with media reports or entertainment that doesn’t reflect God’s
values. Regular exposure to such material can easily produce
anxiety, discontent, and ingratitude.( ADLIR) Peow oy, Q

_{ The apostle Paul gave us a measuring stick to help us deter- )‘L,«)

“mine what is worthy of our attention. He said to dwell on ¢ f%
whateveris true, honorable, righ!:, pure, lovely, commendable, @ 4
excellent, and worthy of praise wa With the help of
the Holy Spirit, we can filter our thoughts through this list. \.’:g

So ask yourself, What fills my mind? and give priority .
to things in these categories. As your thoughts align Witgj\{lq

Christ’s, yow’ll begin to recognize what is right, good, andg §
wise—and your life will more closely reflect His. ' f‘\ Sz
7 -
@
¢
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BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Job 39-42
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saT The Touch
11 That Transforms

A
T
MATTHEW 28:\1*3\-.20

—3 IF YOU LOOK UP THE WORD TOUCH IN A CONCORDANCE, you’ll
discover that many instances involve Jesus. Throughout the
Gospels, people were healed of sickness; infirmities, and dis-
abilities when the Lord touched them. But His touch reached
* beyond the physical to their spiritual needs.

Today, we frequently see the word fouc/ in the context of
scandal, impropriety, or immorality. Yet ministry requires
hands that reach out to help and serve while we also verbally
proclaim the good news of Christ. We touch lives not just by
telling others about Jesus but also by showing them genuine
love and compassion.

Our hearts, mouths, and hands should be operating together
to accomplish the world-changing mission of the church. -
When we join together as a body of believers, we affect lives
through the power of prayer, the ministry of the Word, disci-
pleship, and fellowship. All are required as the church calls the
lost to salvation and equips believers for the work of service.

Jesus touched lives, and as His followers, we must do like-
wise. How might God touch a heart through you today?

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Psalms 1-7
_
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Becominug Wb

a Generous People g \

PROVERBS 11:24-28 \

-~ GODIS THE ULTIMATE GIVER, and in gratitude, we're to imitate
Him. As He provides us with material wealth and possessions,
we become channels through whom He blesses others and
carries out His work on earth. Becoming a generous person

_ begins with biblical thinking:

I ) Remember our heavenly Father’s goodness and love,
which prompted Him to send His Son to die in our place. He
did this to provide us with the riches of eternal life.

2 — Acknowledge that God owns all the world’s resources,
and whatever you have is a gift from His hand.

3 —» Release your grip on earthly wealth. Then trust the Lord
to meet your needs, and share generously.

“ —» Realize that the church is a means not only for spread-
ing the gospel but also for helping the needy and supporting
those in ministry.

§ — Investyour time, talent, and treasure in God’s kingdom.

As followers of Christ, we’re to give faithfully to the local
church and those in need. By generously offering back to the
Lord a portion of all He’s given us, we’ll experience genuine
joy, peace, and security. These blessings are of far greater
value than anything the material world has to offer.
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BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Job 31-34
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