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.\ Winning the Struggle
< With Doubt

JAMES 1:5-8

—% DO YOU STRUGGLE WITH ANXIETY, frustration, and fear?
Sometimes these feelings arise when we doubt God’s ability
to fix a problem or protect us or aloved one. At other times
we're distressed because we question His willingness to han-
dle a situation. Such uncertainties can develop from a lack of
knowledge about God’s character, confusion regarding His .
promises, or a misunderstanding of His plans. That’s why it’s
~—Tmportant to fill our mind with the truths of Scripture. Focus-
ing on the Lord’s sufficiency instead of our circumstances
-~ givesus hope and strength.

A hen doubts surface, confess themto God. Thenrecall past
instances of His faithfulness and meditate on His promises.
Let the Holy Spirit guide you into truth so you can stand firm.

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Deuteronomy 24-27
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~$ HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHY A GOD OF LOVE lets bad things
happen to you? Or whether your past keeps Him from loving
you? But just because you may 7eée/ unloved doesn’t mean
that you actually are. The apostle Paul could probably relate.
In today’s reading we see that he encountered hardship after
hardship while following God. And his past was so check-
e,re}d with sin (Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-2) that he could have assumed
: W d reason to feel unloved. fx Peoad
ul kept spreading his message of hope—that God
loves us and sent His Son to die for our gﬁfﬁle situationw;
| find ourselves in may be unfair, painful, or humiliating, but it
doesn’t mean God has stopped loving us. Sometimes we face
difficulty because He is smoothing our rough edges and mold-
*ing us into His image. Other trials are instigated by Satan but
are allowed through the Lord’s permissive will.
Either way, God is working everything out for our good,
according to His specific purposes for each believer’s life
' (Rom. %key to accepting the truth of God’s uncondi-
| tionallove s t& focus attention on Him rather than on your cir-
| cumstances. When you are learning of Him, talking with Him,
and sharing your life with Him, trust and faith will replace
doubt and fear. [Qn =ny
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“\Unstoppable Love
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ROMANS 8:31-39

—% Gob1s LovE. It is His very nature to care for His creation
unconditionally. This means that no matter what we do, the
Lord will not stop loving us. After reading that sentence, many
people are going to think of a dozen reasons why they are an
exception. Solet me make this clear: God loves each of us, and
the only thing preventing us from experiencing that love is our
own hesitation to accept it.

The truth is, none of us deserve the Lord’s love, and yet He
freely gives it anyway. Some people intellectually believe every
word of the Bible but still feel unloved because they judge
themselves unworthy. Their doubt acts like a dam, keeping
the flow of God’s care from their heart—and the barrier will
hold as long as the person believes divine love must be earned.

\Romans 8:32tells the good news that “God is for us,” and -
the cross is a stunning example: Jesus died so we could be
purified and enter into a relationship with the Father. The
Savior’s atoning sacrificeis itself proof of God’s love, but there
are many other expressions of it, including a unique purpose
and plan for each of His children. And through His sovereign
control, He works every situation—whether good or bad in
itself—to our benefit. Won’t you ask the Lord to reveal and

help you clear away anything that might be blockﬁhe flow

of His relentless love?
\
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