THIS WEEK’S CALENDA

Sun., Sep 5

e  9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion

e 9:30 AM Worship Live Stream on
YouTube
e  6:00 PM Preschool Orientation

Mon. Sep. 6
e 7:00 PM Al-Anon (Library)

e 8:00 PM Monday Night Fellowship @ Brau

Brothers

Tues., Sep. 7
e  4:30 PM Just-for-Kix
e 6:00 PM Adult Children of Alcoholics

Wed., Sep 8
e 12:00PM 12@12

e  6:30 PM Confirmation Orientation for Par-

ents of New Students

Thurs., Sep 9

e 9:00 AM Senior Coffee

e 10:00 AM Worship on Studio 1
e 5:00 PM Just-for-Kix

e 5:30 PM Women'’s Recovery
Fri., Sep 10

e 6:30 PM Alcoholics Anon.

e 7:00 PM Worship on Studio 1

Sat., Sep 11
e 9:30 AM Karen 7th Day Adventist

Sun., Sep 12

e  8:30 AM Traditional Worship with Holy

Communion
9:35 Sunday School

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship with

Holy Communion
10:30 AM Worship Live Stream on
YouTube
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T Worship with Holy Communion

PRAYERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We remember in prayer
these and all others we
name in our hearts:

« David Roberts (brother of
Val Breczinski, cancer)

« Delores Manke (hospice)

« Ellen Wischer (in hos-
pice)

« Gerlinde Doom
(recovering from open
heart surgery)

« Phil Green (nephew of
Roger Green, has ALS)

« Virgil Johnson (father of
April Valdez, recovering
from heart attack)

« Rollie Winter (Non-
Hodgkins Lymphoma)

« Stephen Rasmusson
(recovering from motor-
cycle accident)

« Jason Anderson
(deployed w/ National
Guard overseas)

o Family of Jeff Owen
(nephew of Don & Carol
Owen)

Confirmation Registration
Confirmation registration for
new students is now online!

This is for new students only.

Orientation for parents of
new students is Wednesday,
September 8th, at 6:30 pm at
St. Stephen. To register, go to
tinyurl.com/rvd2n2es Con-
firmation starts September
15th!

Sunday School
Sunday School Registration
is online! Sunday School is
for Preschool through 5th
Grade. It starts September
12th! To register, go to ti-
nyurl.com/2xsz8z45

St. Stephen is Hiring
St. Stephen is hiring for two
positions, an office assistant
and a preschool after-school
aide. For more information
and to apply, go to stste-
phenmarshall.org/news

New Service Times
On Sunday, September 12th,
we'll be going back to our
regular year service times of
8:30 a.m (Traditional) and
10:30 a.m. (Contemporary).



TODAY’S READINGS

First Lesson - [saiah 35:4-7a

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf unstopped; ¢then the lame shall leap like a deer, and
the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water.

Second Lesson - James 2:1-10, 14-17

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favorit-
ism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if
a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into
your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fi-
ne clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the
one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my

feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves,
and become judges with evil thoughts? >Listen, my beloved
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that
he has promised to those who love him? ¢But you have dis-
honored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it
not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blas-
pheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 8You
do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the
scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” °But if
you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by
the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole
law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of
it. “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you?
15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 6and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,

what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.

Gospel Lesson - Mark 7:24-37

24Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He en-
tered a house and did not want anyone to know he was
there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose
little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.
26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.
She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she
answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that,
you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she
went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the de-
mon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and
went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the re-
gion of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man
who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged
him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private,
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and
he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heav-
en, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” 3°>And immediately his ears were opened, his
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 3¢Then Jesus or-
dered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them,
the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done every-
thing well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to
speak.”
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