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8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP

Eighteenth Sunday of Pentecost

Parable of the Wicked Husbandment, by Jan Luyken, 1800’s

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and 
of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Most merciful God…
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We have harmed your

son, who came to the vineyard to collect from us. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was 
given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
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in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”
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Verse 1
All creatures, worship God most high!
Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;
sing, sister moon and stars of night:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Verse 2
Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain
you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! 
Alleluia!
Dear sister water, useful, clear,
make music for your Lord to hear:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Verse 3
Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong,
drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! 
Alleluia!
Dear mother earth, so rich in care,
praise God in colors bright and rare:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Verse 4
All who for love of God forgive,
all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears;
still make your song amid the tears:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.
C And also with you

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray... ...in Jesus Christ we pray, 
C Amen
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FIRST READING
Isaiah 5:1-7
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song 
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared 
it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out 
a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between 
me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do

for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild 
grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 
devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be 
trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not 
be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with 
briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. 7For the vineyard of 
the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he
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expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, 
but heard a cry!

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be 
confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on 
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as 
to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of 
the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the
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surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and 
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 12Not that I have already obtained

this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that 
I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
Matthew 21:33-46

P The Holy Gospel…
C Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another 
parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in 
it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to

tenants and went to another country. 34When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 
will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed
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him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces the fruits of

the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.” 45When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet.

P The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
“The Church's One Foundation”
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Verse 1
The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

Verse 2
Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.
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Verse 3
Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

Verse 4
Through toil and tribulation
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.
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Verse 5
Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

WELCOME AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
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ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.

-Bernadette Stassen (mother of Dan Stassen, in 
hospice)
-Beth Kack (recovering from open heart surgery)
-Darlene Schuler (mother of Elaine Sandquist, in 
hospice with late stage dementia)
-Dennis Ladwig (friend of many in the congregation, 
recovering from broken knees and femur)
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-Elaine Ladwig (friend of many in the congregation, 
recieving Chemotherapy for Autoimmune Disorder, 
recovering from Covid)
-Hailey Allen (Hospitalized wih a blood clot in her 
brain)
-Jolene Breczinski (pneumonia)
-Karen Kupfer (cancer, mother of Ronda Bursell)
-Marie Seeman (breast cancer, recovering from 
surgery)
-Mary Leonard (aunt of Ashley Grams, colon cancer 
and urothelial carcinoma)

-MaryJo Hennen (friend of Arlyss Hovland, 
diagnosed with Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia)
-Michael Weiss (diagnosed with Non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma)
-Pastor Delwayne Hahn (former St. Stephen Interim 
Pastor, being treated for acute myeloid leukemia)
-Phil Green (nephew of Roger Green, has ALS)
-Rachel Hirdler (niece of Sandy Hoffbeck, 
continuing chemotherapy for Osteosarcoma)
-Steve Knutson (on going treatment for Multiple 
Myeloma)
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-Family of Billie Weinhold (step-father of Stephanie 
Bragg)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread; and forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
P The Lord Bless you and keep you. The 
Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you 
with favor + and give you peace.
CAmen.

SENDING HYMN
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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Verse 1
Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may I still thy goodness prove.

Verse 2
Here I raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.
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Verse 3
Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;
let that grace now like a fetter
bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
prone to leave the God I love.
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

DISMISSAL

P Go in peace! Serve the Lord
C We will! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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